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PART 1: INTRODUCTION 


The Recognizances 
The Reason for Keeping Recognizances 


The oath taken by the mayor of late medieval Bristol on assuming office included the 
following promise: ‘I shall kepe, meyntene, and defende, the Wydowes and Orphans 
of this forseide toune sauely in hir rights be my power.’! A fatherless family was 
always at some risk of being cheated of their inheritance, and this seems to have been 
a problem in Bristol before 1331. In that year, Edward II responded to a complaint 
by Bristol burgesses that their orphans were being impoverished because dishonest 
guardians and sureties were depriving them of their inheritances and escaping 
justice by leaving town. As a result of this complaint, the king confirmed, by means 
of a charter, the already existing responsibility of the mayor for the protection of 
the orphans of Bristol.? The mayor officially received custody of all the lands and 
tenements, goods and chattels bequeathed to the orphans of Bristol burgesses. Their 
guardians had to appear in the mayor’s court at the Guildhall in Bristol to receive 
custody of their wards, and to provide recognizances, or legal acknowledgements of 
obligation, for payment of the legacies owed to their wards when the latter reached 
their full age. The guardians were also required to provide the names of sureties 
or guarantors [manucaptores], usually two, as further security for the inheritances. 
Together with the guardians, guarantors stood to forfeit an equivalent sum, or more, 
should they fail to comply with the conditions of the recognizance. 


The Contents and Significance of ROR 


Two volumes of recognizances for orphans survive in the Bristol Archives, the first 
of which, JOr/2/1, records information about the orphans of the urban elite in Bristol 
between 1333 and 1594 and is the subject of this publication.’ A copy of the 1331 
charter is the first entry in ROR and the dating of the first recognizance to 1333, 
together with a reference to Edward III’s charter in every recognizance drawn up 
until the mid-sixteenth century, is evidence of the importance of this charter to the 
burgesses of Bristol. 

The contents of volume one, that is the recognizances and notes attached to them, 
are summarised in this publication in the Summary of Entries, pp. 67-270, under 


' Ricart, Kalendar, pp. 72-3. 

> See Bristol Charters 1155 — 1373, ed. N. Dermott Harding (BRS, 1, 1930), pp. 72-77 for a copy of this 
charter and Carlton, Court of Orphans, p. 16. 

* The end date for this volume, given in Bristol Archives catalogue, is 1601. On f.163v is a declaration 
by George Colston, made in January 1601, that he had received his inheritance from William Gittens, his 
grandfather. However, the end date chosen for this publication is 1594 because the latest recognizance 
taken for a new family was that for Henry Gough’s orphans, taken in August 1594 (ROR, f.290r). 
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the names of the families for whom recognizances were taken between 1333 and 
1594. Information about the same family, which may appear in several places and on 
several folios in ROR, is collected together in the Summary of Entries and recorded 
and referenced under the folio number where the family is first mentioned.‘ A list of 
all the orphans for whom recognizances were taken can be found in Table 15 on pp. 
352-75. The second volume of recognizances (JOr/2/2) is dated from 1594 in the 
Bristol Archives catalogue but has no end date. This second volume is occasionally 
referred to as ‘The New Register’ in entries near the end of ROR and is cited in this 
publication, in the Summary of Entries, only where the second volume provides 
extra information about orphans who feature in the first volume. 

The Bristol recognizances taken between 1333 and April 1575 and recorded in 
ROR were written in Latin and followed a standard format (see example on pp.69— 
70). Firstly, the date was given, followed by the names of the guardian, and of the 
mayor and bailiffs in whose hundred court in the Guildhall the guardian appeared.° 
Next, the names of the orphans were recorded, their ages (before the 1570s) and the 
names and, in some cases, the occupations of their fathers. Sometimes the relationship 
of guardian to orphan is clear. For example, a guardian might be a widowed mother 
or stepfather, or occasionally another relative was appointed, and executors of wills 
also feature as guardians. Often, however, the relationship of guardian to orphan is 
unclear.® Occupations of fathers, guardians and sureties were rarely given before 
the fifteenth century but were frequently included from then onwards. The orphan’s 
inheritance was almost always described, which might be in the form of money, 
goods and chattels or property and rents. The obligations of the guardian to bring up 
the child were stated and, finally, the names of guarantors and, in some cases, their 
occupations, were given. 

An indenture of 1355 between Richard le Spicer and Elias Spelly, concerning 
the inheritance of Joan, daughter of Thomas Albon, was written in French. This 
has been translated in full and can be found in the Summary of Entries on pp. 
97-8. The format used in recognizances changed slightly after May 1575 (f.134r 
onwards), when each recognizance began with a Latin ‘Memorandum’ followed by a 
‘Condition’ written in English (see example on pp. 201-2). This marks a much later 
transition to the use of English than in the case of wills, which were written in the 
vernacular from 1503 onwards.’ 

Any change of circumstances was supposed to be recorded and the amendments 
added to many of the recognizances provide valuable extra information.’ When an 
inheritance was claimed, either by an orphan on reaching their age of majority or 
by the husbands of girl orphans, then the recognizance should be cancelled. The 
death of an orphan and re-allocation of the inheritance was supposed to be noted. 
When a widow who was also a guardian remarried and her new husband took over 
the guardianship of her children, this was to be recorded, as were any changes of 
guardian or surety. In many cases, the recognizances were cancelled and adjustments 


* See pp. 67-8 below. 

> For interpretation of dates according to both regnal year and year of grace, see p. 67 below. The mayor, 
together with the sheriff and bailiffs, sat as a hundred court and dealt with matters of probate and the 
registration of deeds, as well as safeguarding the property of orphans. See Sacks, Trade, Society and 
Politics, pp. 28-9, 47, 62, 182; GRB 3, pp. 16, 46-51, 54-55, for Bristol’s courts in general. 

® For more detail about the identity of guardians, see pp. 35-6, 40-1, 55-9. 

7 Wadley, Wills, p. 4. 

* An ordinance of 1575 outlines the rules surrounding taking and amending recognizances for orphans. 
See GWB, pp. 124-131. 
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made, either in note form or through a new recognizance. Often, though, the fate 
of the orphans remains unknown. Since a fee was charged (12d. in 1575) for every 
amendment made to a recognizance, this might explain the silence around the future 
of many orphans.’ 

Many recognizances have survived in Bristol, which is the only English town 
apart from London where evidence about provision for medieval orphans survives. 
The recognizances provide information not only about the wealth and property of 
Bristol burgesses and their orphans, but also about births, marriages and deaths and 
the consequences for members of the family of the death of its head. Recognizances 
were taken only for the orphans of freemen or burgesses of Bristol, in other words 
a minority, elite group, probably no more than 20% of the town’s male population, 
who enjoyed certain trading privileges.'° When a burgess of Bristol died, his child or 
children were declared orphans, even if their mother was still alive. 

Evidence from ROR was used by E.W.W. Veale in 1931, writing on medieval 
wardship in Bristol. The register was referenced by Sylvia Thrupp in her 1948 work 
on the merchants of medieval London, and Ivy Pinchbeck and Margaret Hewitt 
devoted a chapter of their 1969 publication to borough orphans, including Bristol 
orphans, from Tudor times to the eighteenth century.'' Charles Carlton’s 1974 book, 
The Court of Orphans, makes use of Bristol evidence but relates primarily to London 
and the early modern period, while more recently Barbara Hanawalt and Barbara 
Megson have both written about orphans in medieval London."’ As long ago as 1988, 
Maryanne Kowaleski identified ROR as a potential source of information about 
burgess families in medieval Bristol, but the only work to interrogate the Bristol 
recognizances in any depth, apart from Veale’s and Thrupp’s, is Elaine Clark’s 1990 
article on orphans in Bristol and London between 1300 and 1424.'° Neither Thrupp 
nor Clark examined the recognizances as a source for sixteenth-century Bristol. 


Recognizances and Wills 


Copies of both the will of a burgess and recognizances for his underage children 
were kept by the civic authority. Many of these copied wills and recognizances have 
survived in Bristol, the latter in ROR, the subject of this publication, and the former 
in the much better known ‘Great Orphan Book and Book of Wills, 1380-1674’, 
held in Bristol Archives.'* ‘The Great Orphan Book’ of Bristol comprises three 
volumes of wills, from the first of which Thomas Procter Wadley, in 1879-80, made 
abstracts dated 1379 to 1595.'° Unless otherwise stated, it is these abstracts of wills 
which are referenced in this publication rather than the original wills. For those 


° The claims of inheritance and deaths of just under one third of all the orphan boys are recorded, and the 
betrothals or marriages, claims of inheritance and deaths of just over one third of all the girls. For more 
detail, see below pp. 26, 28-33. 

'° See Sacks, Trade, Society and Politics, p. 111, on trading privileges of burgesses; idem, Widening Gate, 
pp. 161, 396-7, on the estimated size of the burgess population in the sixteenth century. Also see below, 
p. 16, for more detail on entry to the freedom. 

'' GRB, Introduction (Part 1), pp. 150-154; Thrupp, The Merchant Class, p. 196 n. 10; Ivy Pinchbeck 
and Margaret Hewitt, Children in English Society, Vol. 1, London, 1969), pp. 75-90. 

Carlton, Court of Orphans; Hanawalt, Growing Up; Barbara Megson, ‘Life Expectations of the 
Widows and Orphans of Freemen in London 1375-1399’, Local Population Studies (1996), pp. 18-28. 
5 Maryanne Kowaleski, ‘The History of Urban Families in Medieval England’, Journal of Medieval 
History, 14 (1988), pp. 47-63 at p. 53; Elaine Clark, ‘City Orphans and Custody Laws in Medieval 
England’, The American Journal of Legal History, 34 (1990), pp. 168-87. 

'* Bristol Archives JOr/1. 

' Wadley, Wills. Will no.18 was given in March 1379. 
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recognizances taken between 1333 and 1384, no wills survive, but from 1385 until 
the end of the sixteenth century, the great majority (148) of the 179 families whose 
orphans were protected by recognizances also have their wills recorded in “The 
Great Orphan Book’ and these can easily be accessed through Wadley’s abstracts.’'® 
In addition, wills have also been found to accompany a further ten recognizances.'” 
This means that 158 out of 179 or 88.2% of post-1385 recognizances are supported 
by accompanying wills.'* These two sources together, the recognizances and the 
wills, provide a valuable record of burgess life in medieval and early modern Bristol. 
Unusually at this time, details emerge of the lives of burgess women and children, as 
illustrated in the brief life history of Katherine Calf, derived from these two sources. 

Katherine married at least three times. Her first husband, Henry Cobyndon, died 
in 1379, leaving Katherine guardian to his two children Richard and Agnes, aged 15 
and three respectively, with a legacy of £6 between them.’ Katherine then married 
Hugh Hunt, baker and burgess of Bristol, who died in 1389, leaving his widow 
Katherine guardian to their six-year-old son John and responsible for his legacy 
of £20, together with four gold rings, a belt, and armour to the value of £13 94d.” 
Hugh also left 40s. to his stepson, Katherine’s son Richard Cobyndon but there was 
no mention of Agnes, who would have been 13 at the time and who had possibly 
died in the interim. Hugh’s will shows that he had had a former wife, Christina, 
beside whom he wished to be buried.”' After Hugh Hunt’s death, Katherine married 
Henry Calf, who had been a guarantor of her son John Hunt’s legacy from his father. 
Henry was a widower, whose first wife, also Katherine, daughter of John Spicer alias 
Gotorest, had unusually left her own will when she died in 1389.” Henry Calf died 
in 1394, leaving Katherine a widow for at least the third time and in 1408 Katherine 
followed her husband to the grave. Henry Calf and Katherine had no children 
together but in his will Henry left bequests of 80s. to each of his stepsons, Richard 
Cobyndon and John Hunt, Katherine’s children by her former husbands.” When 


'© The earliest will recorded by Wadley is dated 1379 (Wadley, Wills, no. 18) but the first match with a 
recognizance is the will of Robert Cheddre, given in March 1382, relating to the recognizance taken for 
Margaret Selsy in 1385 (ROR, f. 57v, Wadley, Wills, no. 11). 

” The will of William Myryfeld of 1464 appears in GRB 3, pp. 108-9, ROR f.77v. The wills of Francis 
Coston in 1570 and of George Hunt and Simon Harbert in 1574 are recorded in Tudor Wills, nos: 4,15,12 
and ROR, ff.150v, 130r, 1311. The will printed in ASR 3, pp. 60-62, is probably that of the Thomas 
Yong whose orphans were recorded in 1545, ROR, f.105r. The wills of the following are in the National 
Archives: Thomas Apowen, 1564, TNA PROB 11/47/204, ROR, f.117v; Richard Younge, 1582, TNA 
PROB 11/64/231, ROR, f.273r; Richard Knight, 1578, TNA PROB 11/60/135, ROR, f.275v; Edward 
Lane, 1588, TNA PROB 11/72/625, ROR, f. 278r; William Cooke, 1590, TNA PROB 11/76/105, ROR, 
f.291v. 

'S The burgesses for whom no wills could be found, most of whom left relatively small legacies, were: 
John Capiscot, 1408, ROR, f.71v; Thomas Asshe, 1464, ROR, f. 78v; Giles Smythe, 1464, ROR, f.79v; 
William Adnett, 1545, ROR, f.104r; Walter Parsons, 1545, ROR, f.104v; Robert Pendygrace, 1546, 
ROR, f.105r; Andrew Thorne, 1561, ROR, f. 86v; Robert Willyams, 1562, ROR, f. 87v; John Myllerd, 
1567, ROR, f.117r; Thomas Adney, 1575, ROR, f.130r; William Hiscocke, 1575, ROR, f.137r; Llewelyn 
Mathewis, 1575, ROR, f.138r; John Pettry, 1575, ROR, f.139r; Thomas Pitte, 1576, f.146r; William 
Evered, 1578, ROR, f.153v; James White, 1580, ROR, f.156r; William Currey, 1584, ROR, f.261v; 
George Crompe, 1584, ROR, f.263r; Richard Wayman, 1584, ROR, f.265r; Axeson, 1585, ROR, f.270v; 
Simon Linche, 1589, ROR, f.277v; Thomas Saull, 1590, ROR, f.288r; Robert Halton, 1584, ROR, f.297r. 
' ROR, ff.55r-v. 

* Wadley, Wills, no. 38. 

*! ‘The Great Orphan Book’, Vol.1, Bristol Archives JOr/1, f.26; ROR, f.61v; Wadley, Wills, no. 38. 

» Wadley, Wills, no. 36. 

3 ‘The Great Orphan Book’, Vol.1, f.45r; Wadley, Wills, no. 67. 
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Katherine died, most of her estate was left to her son and executor, John, but there 
was no mention in her will of her son Richard Cobyndon or of her daughter Agnes 
Cobyndon, both of whom had perhaps predeceased her.** Katherine’s surviving son, 
John Hunt, died only two years after her, aged just 27, leaving a wife, Joan, and two 
sons, one named William.” 

The existing wills provide evidence of Katherine’s several marriages, of the deaths 
of two of her husbands, her own death and that of her son John. The wills also suggest 
that both Hugh Hunt and Henry Calf were childless widowers when they married 
Katherine. The recognizances provide valuable additional information, especially 
about the ages of Katherine’s children and the legacy of her first husband, Henry 
Cobyndon, for whom no will survives. The disappearance of Agnes Cobyndon, aged 
three in 1379, from further reference suggests that she may have died in childhood, 
although her brother Richard, mentioned in Henry Calf’s will, survived until at least 
1394, when he would have been 30 years old. The two sources together show that, 
despite being fertile for a period of almost 20 years, Katherine probably left only 
one surviving child who outlived her by a mere two years. The close ties existing 
within the civic elite are illustrated in the recognizance for six-year-old John Hunt 
which reveals that Katherine’s future husband, Henry Calf, was a guarantor of John’s 
inheritance. 

Few wills dating from before the 1380s have survived in England below the level 
of the aristocracy, yet the recognizances give details of the custodial arrangements 
made for 117 Bristol families before 1385, at which date the recognizances begin to 
match the wills recorded in “The Great Orphan Book’ and transcribed by Wadley. 
These early recognizances not only provide information about the deaths of 
burgesses and the numbers and ages of their underage children, but they also often 
describe in detail the property burgesses owned and the goods and chattels they left 
behind. They do not, of course, give information about children who had already 
attained their majority or about other family members not directly involved in the 
guardianship of orphans. 


The Appearance and Contents of ROR 


ROR is a large volume, 400 mm. long, 300 mm. wide and 100 mm. thick, written on 
paper and bound in skin on boards. The front and back covers both have five brass 
bosses and show that the volume was fastened by means of two locks and a further 
fastening between the locks (see Figure J below). There are two surviving locks on 
the back cover with evidence of a third fastening between them, and on the front 
cover there is a clasp, with evidence that there used to be a matching clasp, and a 
smaller clasp between the pair. ROR is probably the volume noted on the flyleaf of 
The Maire of Bristowe is Kalendar as among the ‘bokes, registers and old recordes’ 
which were in the council chamber in 1621. Item number four is described as ‘an old 
Register of Recognizances with two lockes’.”° 

There is evidence of water damage throughout the volume, especially near the 
beginning and spreading from the fore-edge of the leaves. Folio 19, which records 
recognizances for June and July 1349, has been torn and stitched back together 


** ‘The Great Orphan Book’, Vol.1, f.109r; Wadley, Wills, no. 160. Another Richard Cobyndon, possibly 
a brother to Katherine’s husband Henry, died in 1381, leaving a seven-year-old daughter Cecilia, who was 
placed in the custody of Thomas Danyell, together with £30 sterling (ROR, f.57r). 

> Wadley, Wills, no. 165. 

© Ricart, Kalendar, p. xxii. 
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before being written on (see Figure 2). The watermark is two circles, one beneath 
the other, with a cross above them, the longer descending arm of which bisects both 
circles, ending at the lowest point of the circumference of the lower circle. This 
indicates that the paper originated in Italy, the Netherlands or Germany in the mid- 
fourteenth century.” The earliest recognizances, at least, were thus copied into the 
register retrospectively, either from notes or from the original documents. However, 
the existence of signatures to some of the late sixteenth century entries shows that 
these were certainly made in the presence of those people concerned.” It is possible 
that this practice began at the time when Jerome Ham was scribe, from 1581, since 
he attached his own signature to many entries and other signatures also appear during 
the time when he was city clerk, but there is no firm evidence for this. 

Entries and marginalia in ROR were written in a variety of hands with many 
folios left empty and spaces left below entries, presumably for possible later 
amendments.” Margins have been ruled and marking of the margins is often clearly 
visible, for example on f.5r. From f.157r, a recognizance for Alice Holland, daughter 
of John, taken in December 1581, there is no right hand margin so that the writing 
continues to the outside of the page on the recto sides of the folios and close to 
the inside edge on the verso sides. It seems likely that, at this point, entries were 
written by Ham, since many of the amendments after 1581 bear his signature. The 
penultimate entry in this volume of ROR is a memorandum in English, dated 3rd 
November 1581, describing Ham as the ‘comon clerke’.* At the end of the volume is 
an index, in Latin, entitled Recogniciones pro ophanies ab anno regni regis Henrici 
octavi tricesimo sexto [1544-5]. This index bears the signature of William Saxey, 
who was city clerk between 1575 and 1581 and also responsible for compiling an 
index to GWB, LRB and GRB, as well as ‘The Great Orphan Book of Wills’ from 
1532 onwards.*' The index of recognizances provides a comprehensive list of the 
guardians, orphans and guarantors who feature in each recognizance, beginning with 
a recognizance on f.104 taken by John White on behalf of his brother and sisters, 
children of Henry White, dated January 1545. A new hand, almost certainly that of 
Ham, began with index entries from f.154v, a recognizance for Elizabeth Badman, 
dated February 1580. The last entry in the index was for a recognizance taken in May 
1587 for Susan and Mary Yeman, daughters of William, grocer, by their brother and 
guardian, William junior. 

Folios are numbered in the top right hand corner. Roman numerals were used 
for the first 12 leaves and then, beginning on f.13, which records recognizances 
taken in 1344, Hindu-Arabic numbers were used. It is not clear when the early 
folios were paginated using Roman numbers, but the Hindu-Arabic numbering 
was almost certainly applied retrospectively. The first internal cross-referencing 
using folio numbers is not until the mid-1570s, in recognizances for the Suche 


*7 https://www.piccard-online.de/ergebnis | .php [accessed 21/05/2019]. 

8 See Figure 3 on p. 23 for signatures of Susanna and Sara Alkyne, ROR, f.281r for the mayor’s signature 
on a recognizance for Joan Davys in 1592 and ROR, f.290r for the signatures of the mayor, chamberlain 
and clerk on a recognizance for John Gough in 1603. 

»° All of the empty folios are noted in the Summary of Recognizances, see pp. 67-270. 

°° Ordinances of Bristol, pp. 71-2, records Ham’s appointment in 1581, succeeding William Saxey. He 
continued in office until 1620. For the role of the common clerk in Bristol, see Sacks, Trade, Society and 
Politics, pp. 83-85. 

3! See GWB, p. 1. The index to the ‘Great Orphan Book of Wills’ follows on from an earlier ‘Kalendar of 
Wills’, written on parchment, signed by Thomas Osney, common clerk of Bristol, and added at the back 
of the volume. 


Part One: Introduction 7 


orphans.” It is likely that William Saxey, the indexer, was responsible for the Hindu- 
Arabic pagination between 1575 and 1581. Roman numerals continued to be used 
in recognizances for most purposes until the end of the century, for example to 
enumerate items in the 1580 list of James White’s household equipment and their 
value.** Hindu-Arabic numbers only occasionally feature to describe the year of 
grace, often mixing the two systems in the same entry. Thus a marginal note on 
f.108r gives the date as ‘xiiij'° die Aprilis A(nn)o Elizabeth Regine xxvij° 1585’. 

Altogether, volume one of ROR provides records of 290 bereaved families. In 
addition, eight fifteenth-century recognizances, not included in the register, were 
found in LRB and GRB, together with details of another recognizance described 
in a court action of 1453. The numbers of families and of orphans recorded 
annually in ROR, including these additional recognizances, are shown in Appendix: 
Table 1.°° The additional material, taken from other sources, has been included 
in this publication in the Summary of Entries and is clearly marked in italics.*’ It 
provides information about fifteenth-century orphans and goes some way to filling 
the considerable gaps in ROR at this time. It is not clear why these fifteenth-century 
recognizances were not included in the register, or why they appear elsewhere, but 
without these additions only 30 families were recorded in ROR for the whole of the 
fifteenth century, of whom 20 were entered in the first quarter of the century. Only 15 
recognizances taken between 1409 and 1544 have survived in ROR in Bristol, four 
of them in the years 1422-3 and eight between 1464 and 1474, leaving considerable 
gaps in between. 

It seems likely that most of the recognizances taken during this period of 135 years 
have been lost. This supposition is strengthened by evidence in LRB concerning 
orphan John Guy junior, who, on 12th February 1453, took action to recover his 
inheritance from his stepfather, Walter Foxcombe.** In order to ascertain the facts of 
the case, the mayor, William Coder, consulted the book de recognitionibus bonorum 
orphanorum kept in the common chest, where he found the relevant recognizance. 
There is, however, no evidence of such a recognizance in the surviving register. The 
fact that the gaps in ROR are not reflected in the surviving wills further supports this 
view. 

The sparsity of surviving recognizances dated between 1409 and 1544 makes it 
difficult to form any impression of continuous developments from 1333 to 1596. 
However, useful comparisons can be made between the two periods 1333-1408 and 
1545-1596, when recognizances appear to have been recorded more consistently. 
From the 1570s onwards, there was a considerable increase in orphan business in 
Bristol, reflecting a general expansion in courts of orphans in boroughs throughout 


» ROR, ff.110r-116v. 

* ROR, f.156r. 

* This use of Roman and Hindu-Arabic numbering for different purposes in the late sixteenth century 
reflects the findings of Peter Wardley and Pauline White, ‘The Arithmeticke Project: a Collaborative 
Research Study of the Diffusion of Hindu-Arabic Numerals’ in Family and Community History, Vol. 6/1 
(2003), pp. 5-17. 

*® See LRB 1, pp. 183-185 for five extra recognizances and LRB 2, pp. 193-197 for the court case brought 
by John Guy to recover his inheritance; GRB 2, pp. 155-160 for two further recognizances and GRB 3, 
pp.154—155 for another will and recognizance. 

°° Appendix, Table 1: Numbers of Families and Orphans for Each Year Recorded in ROR, 1333-1594. 
*7 See pp. 158-62, 169. 

*8 ERB 2, pp. 193-7. 
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Figure 1. ROR, Front and Back Covers (by kind permission of Bristol Archives). 
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Figure 2. ROR, f.19v. Repair and Water Damage (by kind permission of Bristol Archives). 


the country.” The recognizances themselves, which were at first kept in the common 
chest, or the Barstaple chest, in the Guildhall, and by the end of the sixteenth century 
probably in the Chest of Orphans in the Tolsey, could be referred to in the case of 
any contested inheritance or dispute, as in the case of John Guy in 1453, mentioned 
above.” 


The Care of Bristol Orphans in the Middle Ages 


The procedure that was followed in Bristol on the death of a burgess with children 
almost certainly reflected London practice.’ Robert Ricart, in the final part of 
The Maire of Bristowe is Kalendar, begun between 1478 and 1479, transcribed 
various London laws dating from the mid-fourteenth century and written in French. 
These included a section entitled De garde dez Orphanyns which outlined the 
responsibilities of the mayor for the care and wellbeing of orphans.” The proportion 
of their father’s estate that each orphan should receive was clearly laid down. After 


* 18 English boroughs established or revived courts of orphans in the late sixteenth or early seventeenth 
centuries, beginning with London in the 1560s. See Carlton, Court of Orphans, pp. 23-24. 

“’ A 1381 ordinance referred to a chest for storing records with several keys, to be held by the mayor and 
others, and to be kept in the Guildhall or some other privy place (LRB /, pp. 110-11). In 1446-7 four 
councillors held the keys to ‘Barstaple’s cofre’ in the chapel of St George in the Guildhall, see GRB J, p. 
127. A recognizance for Alice Holland in 1587 referred to the ‘Barnestable Cheaste’ (ROR, f.151v) but in 
1597 a recognizance for Margery Pollington recorded that a new security of £150 had been transferred to 
the Orphans’ chest in the Tolsey (marginal note, ROR, f.254v), suggesting that either the Barstaple chest 
had been moved or a new chest was in use for matters relating to orphans. 

“' See GRB, Introduction (Part 1), pp. 145-154, for early evidence of the conduct of wardship in Bristol 
and London. 

© The Maire of Bristowe is Kalendar, ed. Peter Fleming (BRS, 67, 2015), pp. 1-2; Ricart, Kalendar, pp. 
99-100. 
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his death and the payment of his debts, a burgess’s estate was to be divided into 
three parts: one part to pay for prayers for his soul, one part for his widow during her 
lifetime and one part for his children. The mayor and aldermen had overall control 
of the lands and tenements, goods and chattels of the orphans or else had to arrange 
with their friends [loure amys], through sufficient surety recorded before the mayor 
in the Guildhall, that guardians should bring up the orphans appropriately, protect 
their property and give an honest account before the mayor when the orphans came 
of age or when they were entered into a trade or occupation.” 

Guardians were officially appointed by the mayor, often according to the 
testamentary wishes of burgesses, or else the executors took on the role, and they had 
to appear before the mayor’s court and provide sureties for their wards’ inheritance.“ 
Although not explicitly stated in Bristol, it is likely, based on the London evidence, 
that the appointed guardian should be someone who could not benefit from the death 
of the child.“* There are two fourteenth-century examples in ROR of guardians 
who did profit from the death of their wards, although in both cases a reason was 
explicitly given, suggesting that the situation was unusual enough to demand some 
explanation.*° 

Orphans were not to marry or be apprenticed without the consent of the mayor 
and the latter even had responsibility for bequests to children with living fathers who 
were unable to provide sufficient security. According to London customs, recorded 
by Ricart, it is clear that the protection of the mayor and aldermen could be extended 
to any child who was left a bequest, even with a living father [vivant son piere]."” For 
example, in the 1350 case of George le Longe, aged 12, custody of the boy’s body 
was granted to his father, but the tenement in Temple Street which he had inherited 
was under the guardianship of Robert de Cheddre.** This entry in ROR, which is 
not in the form of a conventional recognizance, states that George’s father, Thomas, 
had brought the matter before the mayor’s court because the mayor was responsible 
for the guardianship of orphans and underage children, and, presumably, because 
Thomas did not himself have sufficient surety.” 


The Care of Bristol Orphans in the Later Sixteenth Century 


After Ricart, the next reference to regulation of orphans in Bristol is not until 1566, 
when John White, merchant, was appointed ‘Father of Orphantes’ and therefore 


* Tn Bristol, orphan business was presided over by the mayor and his bailiffs or sheriff, not aldermen as 
in London; the first six aldermen were appointed in Bristol in 1499. Bristol Charters 1378-1499, ed. H.A. 
Cronne (BRS, 11, 1946), pp. 165-6, 175-7. 

“ For example, John Russell and John Mulward in their wills nominated guardians who were appointed 
in 1397 and 1398 and the executors of Robert Lygh and of John Lemman both became guardians to their 
children in 1405. (Wadley, Wills, nos. 95, 100, 119, 142; ROR, ff.64v, 65v, 69v,7 Ir). 

* See Liber Albus: The White Book of the City of London, ed. Henry Thomas Riley (London, 1861), pp. 
95-6, 108. For examples of guardianship going to the nearest relative who could not inherit, see Calendar 
of Letter-Books of the City of London: D, 1309-1314, ed. Reginald R Sharpe (London, 1902), pp. 190 
(1311), 224 (1310); Letter Book E, 1314-1337, pp. 47 (1315), 62 (1315). 

4° At some time after 1347, Christina, wife of guardian John Blanket, received the inheritance of Roger 
Dapplegh junior in accordance with his father’s will; Edith, wife of Roger Shyngleton, in 1384 was the 
nearest surviving relative of the five Atte Res orphans who had all died (ROR, ff.16r, 51v). 

4” See copy of London regulations, ‘De garde dez Orphanyns’, in Ricart, Kalendar, pp. 99-100. 

* ROR, f.21yv. 

® See ROR, ff.157v (Callowhill); 159v (Evenett); 262r (Kelke); 270r (Shuttleworthe) for further 
examples of recognizances taken for orphans with living fathers. 
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excused from performing the office of sheriff for six years.” In 1575, ‘Ordinaunces 
made and enacted concerning orphanes’ recorded the regulations surrounding the 
Court of Orphans, headed by the mayor, who was himself now called the father and 
governor of orphans, and by his two assistants, chosen from among the common 
councillors."' The Court of Orphans was to be held twice a year in the Guildhall 
before the mayor and two aldermen. A panel of 40 burgesses was to be summoned to 
assist them, eight from each ward, with a penalty of 2s. for failure to appear. From this 
panel, 20 burgesses would be chosen, four from each ward, and, in addition, all the 
guardians and their sureties were required to attend, upon pain of a 5s. fine. From the 
‘issues, fynes and amerciaments of and within the same courte rising and growing’, 
the mayor and assistants were to be paid 3s 4d per sitting.’ It was the responsibility 
of the panel to report any new orphan cases and to check that orphans’ guarantors 
were still in place and that no dead children’s portions had been fraudulently kept. In 
addition to these large biannual meetings, it is clear, from an ordinance of 10th April 
1576, that the assistants in orphans’ causes were to meet regularly, every Tuesday 
and Thursday afternoon, to conduct general orphan-related business.™ 

The 1575 ordinances outlined the procedure to be followed on the death of a 
burgess at that time, a procedure that was, in essence, similar to that followed since 
the fourteenth century. Probate and enrolment of the will was to be arranged by the 
executors within 20 days of a burgess’s death and, within ten days of death, the mayor 
and his assistants were to appoint two honest burgesses to make an inventory of the 
dead man’s goods, in order to ascertain the value of his estate. This inventory was 
indented and one copy was kept in the office of orphans while the other was kept by 
the executors.*° Failure on the part of executors or administrators to arrange probate 
would result in a fine of 12d. for every £1 bequeathed to them in return for taking on 
this responsibility. The death of an intestate burgess was to be reported within three 
days to the mayor, who would then organise an inventory. Any guardians nominated 
in wills were to report to the mayor within 30 days of the burgess’s death, together 
with two guarantors or sureties. If no guardian was nominated, or if a nominated 
guardian refused to serve, then the executors either had to take over the guardianship 
themselves and find two sureties within 30 days or hand over the property of the 
orphan to the mayor. Sureties had to be replaced within a month if they proved 
incapable of fulfilling their role at any time. Failure to comply would result in a 
fine of 20s. per month for anyone who delayed in handing over or administering an 
orphan’s estate. Fines were payable to the chamberlain, while the fees for entering 
recognizances for orphans were payable to the town clerk. The fees were set out in 
1585: 2s. 6d. for a legacy of less than £40, Id. per £1 for every legacy over £40, with 
a maximum of 500d. (£2 1s. 8d) for any legacy.” 


* Ordinances of Bristol, p. 35. 

>! GWB, pp. 124-131; Carlton, Court of Orphans, p. 40. 

GWB, p. 130. No evidence of this income and expenditure appears to have survived. 

% Ordinances of Bristol, p.35. The assistants for 1576 were Mr. Tucker, Mr. Wade and Mr. Warren. 

For probate procedure in Bristol in the fourteenth century, see GRB, Introduction, (Part 1), pp. 66-69. 
° Few Bristol inventories have survived. One exception is that of William Tyndall of Ist January, 1559, 
University of Bristol, Special Collections, DM 127, transcribed by Elizabeth England (2003) and available 
on_https://www.bristol.ac.uk/Depts/History/Maritime/Sources/1559tyndall.htm [accessed 14/06/2019]. 
See ROR, f.106r for the recognizance for William’s orphans. 

°° Ordinances of Bristol, p. 83. No evidence of the collection of these fees seems to have survived. 
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This procedure is illustrated in some detail in the recognizances taken for the 
Pollington orphans between 1591 and 1593.°7 Susan Pollington, widow and sole 
executrix, was summoned, according to the ‘laudable custome and orders in suche 
cases used within the Cyty aforesaid’, before the mayor and his assistants in orphans’ 
causes, where she was required to produce her late husband’s will and an inventory 
of his estate. This inventory was drawn up by William Ellis and John Younge, being 
‘two honest and substantial burgesses of the said cyty’ appointed to the task by the 
mayor and his assistants. The inventory was subsequently brought before the latter 
men by Susan, ‘affirminge upon her oathe taken uppon the holy Evangelist of god 
that the same was a just and true inventry’. The inventory showed that Thomas 
Pollington’s estate had decayed since he wrote his will over three years earlier, and 
was now worth £900 rather than the £1,200 he had claimed, but in view of Susan’s 
‘honest and playne dealinge’ with regard to her late husband’s will, which ‘she myght 
have consculed yf she had Respected her owne benefitt more than the dyschardge 
of her conscience in Revealynge the truth’, the mayor and his assistants allowed her 
one third of her late husband’s estate, now £300, with the remaining £600 divided 
between her four children, giving each child a portion of £150.* 

From 1575, the guardian and guarantors were usually described in recognizances 
as owing the orphans’ inheritance to the Bristol chamberlain rather than to the children 
themselves.” The office of chamberlain was officially established in Bristol by royal 
charter in 1499, but in 1492 Henry Dale already occupied that post, undertaking to 
be accountable for ‘all rentis and other profitz perteynyng to the Chambre’ and with 
a salary of 5 marks (£3 6s. 8d.) a year.” It seems likely that the chamberlain took 
over financial management from the bailiffs at about this time, since in 1484, when 
a reduction was negotiated in the amount the town owed to the crown for the fee 
farm, payment of the costs was administered by the bailiffs with no reference to a 
chamberlain.*' As early as 1373 Bristol bailiffs were referred to in recognizances as 
‘camerarii’ or chamberlains, and they were presumably performing a similar role. 
The chamberlain was responsible for control and audit of the city finances, but there 
is no evidence from his surviving accounts that use of orphan money played any 
significant part in Bristol’s finances in the sixteenth century.” Orphan money did 
not appear in the city audits until the 1580s, and the total held in 1600 was less than 
£200, although the amount increased thereafter.” 

The role of the chamberlain regarding orphans was essentially supervisory, with 
guardians usually retaining control of orphans’ portions and delivering them into 
their wards’ hands at the appropriate time, in the presence of the chamberlain, or else 
handing them to the chamberlain for immediate delivery to the wards. For example, 
in the recognizance taken by her stepfather, William Byrde, for Jane Thorne in 
1561, it is explicitly stated that, only in the event of Jane’s mother’s death should 


7 ROR, ff.254v-257v. 

* ROR, ff.254v, 255r. 

°° GWB, pp. 124-131. 

® GRB 3, pp.90-91, GRB 4, pp. 101-3. 

®! Tbid, pp. 96-7. 

© Bristol Charters 1378-1499, pp.165—6; ROR, ff.50v, 51r. 

The city borrowed only £48 of orphans’ inheritance in 1583, increasing to £236 in 1590 and falling to 
£153 in the following decade. In the seventeenth century, however, the city’s debt to orphans increased 
considerably in order to help pay the costs of the civil war (Carlton, Court of Orphans, p. 89.) 

* The City Chamberlain's Accounts in the Sixteenth and Seventeenth Centuries, ed. D.M. Livock (BRS, 
24, 1965), pp xxvi - xxvii. 
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William pay Jane’s inheritance to the chamberlain within six months.® In 1576, 
when orphan Alice Clasbock was allocated a new guardian, John Barow, shearman, 
he was committed to delivering £10 to the chamberlain only when Alice attained 
her majority or at her death. A marginal note to the 1576 recognizance for Alice 
Cottrell, dated 1588, records that the chamberlain, Nicholas Thorne, received £300, 
in full satisfaction of the recognizance, and gave the money to John Barons junior, 
Alice’s husband.*’ The oversight exercised by the chamberlain is indicated by the 
note attached to the recognizance taken for Alice’s brother, James Cottrell, which 
stated that the recognizance had been discharged ‘by order of Robert Halton’, 
the chamberlain, because a new one had been taken. In the new recognizance of 
1581, it was James’s new guardian, John Keir, gentleman, and not the chamberlain, 
who agreed that he would pay James his legacy at the age of 21.° These examples 
show that, whilst exercising close supervision of matters concerning orphans, the 
chamberlain did not himself usually take control of the legacies themselves during 
the minority of orphans. There is one example where the chamberlain did seem 
to take complete control: the legacy of £20 left by William Hiscocke to his two 
children, recorded in 1575, from which they were to receive 40s. each twice a year, 
was apparently in the hands of Robert Halton, the chamberlain.” In other cases 
where any detail is given, it is clear that the legacies of orphans remained in the 
control of their guardians. 

In recognizances from 1576 onwards, in addition to emphasizing the part of the 
chamberlain, the debt owed to the latter by both the guardian and the sureties was 
recorded as being up to double the value of the orphan’s inheritance, perhaps to deter 
them from default.” This was new, reflecting the conditions laid down by the 1575 
ordinance, as was the new emphasis in each recognizance on the need to quickly 
replace any guarantors who died, decayed (became bankrupt) or left the town. 

The 1560s and 70s saw an increase in orphan business in Bristol together with 
a determination to bring the administration of orphans’ affairs under the closer 
supervision of the mayor, as Father of Orphans, of his assistants in orphans’ causes 
and of the chamberlain. However, a letter from the Privy Council, written in 1589 to 
the mayor of Bristol, including orders for the maintenance of the latter’s power with 
regard to orphans and an authorisation to imprison refractory executors, followed by 
an Act of 1597 enabling Bristol to recover, secure and preserve orphans’ portions, 
suggests that the situation had still not been brought under control.”' Opposition to 
the use of the Court of Orphans, by some burgesses at least, is reflected in the 1594 
will of Robert Taylor, merchant, who stipulated that the legacies for his two young 
daughters were to be handed over to “Credible men in the Citty of Bristoll’ without 
troubling the Father of Orphans or the Chamber of the City, and in 1604, Richard 
Maye, gentleman of Bristol, insisted in his will that the Court of Orphans was not to 
‘intermedle’ with his executrix.” 


® ROR, f. 87r. 

® ROR, f.149r. 

*7 ROR, f.145r. 

* ROR, ff.143v, 156v. 

© ROR, f.137r. 

” Carlton, Court of Orphans, p. 52. 

™ John Latimer, The Annals of Bristol in the Seventeenth Century (Bristol, 1900), p. 5; Carlton, Court 
of Orphans, p. 27. 

”™ Wadley, Wills, no. 447; TNA PROB 11/1033/334. 
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Recognizances and Epidemics 


The human cost of outbreaks of disease in both the fourteenth and the sixteenth 
centuries is reflected in ROR. Peaks in the numbers of entries in particular years during 
the fourteenth century almost certainly reflect visitations of plague or other epidemics. 
The ravages of the Black Death of 1348 and the subsequent plague of 1361 were both 
recorded nationally by contemporary chroniclers and the consequences are clearly 
reflected in Bristol by an increased number of recognizances (see Chart 1 below). 


Chart 1: Numbers of Recorded Deaths of Orphans’ Fathers, 1333-1408. 
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Bristol was one of the first English towns to fall victim to the Black Death, 
which, according to contemporaries, spread from the south coast.’”? The author of 
the Anonimalle Chronicle, writing in York at the end of the fourteenth century, said 
that the summer of 1348 marked the arrival of the Black Death in Bristol, brought 
par marchaundz et maryners.™ Henry Knighton, a canon of Leicester writing at the 
same time, stated that the pestis dolorosa came by sea to Southampton and thence 
to Bristol, where it consumed the whole strengh of the town [ualitudo ville].’° Two 
more contemporaries, Adam Murimuth, the continuator of Robert of Avesbury’s 
chronicle, and a Malmesbury monk, the author of the Eulogium, stated that the 
plague arrived in Dorset in the summer of 1348. The latter chronicler located the 
plague’s point of arrival as Melcombe (Weymouth) and added that it progressed 
through Dorset, Devon and Somerset to Bristol, where it wretchedly killed countless 
people [innumerabilem populum miserabiliter occidit].” In 1349 there was a very 
marked increase in the number of recognizances entered in the Bristol register. From 
an average of just over two deaths of burgess fathers recorded per year between 
1333 and 1348, and a maximum of 12 orphans in a single year (1333), the number 


® The Black Death, trans and ed. R. Horrox, (Manchester, 1994), pp. 62-82; C.E. Boucher, ‘The Black 
Death in Bristol’, Transactions of the Bristol and Gloucestershire Archaeological Society, Vol. 60 (1938), 
pp. 31-46. 

™ The Anonimalle Chronicle, 1333-1381, eds. V.H. Galbraith and St Mary’s Abbey, York, Historical 
Series No. 45, (Manchester, 1927), p. 30. 

® Knighton’s Chronicle, 1337-1396, trans and ed. G.H. Martin (Oxford, 1995), pp. 98-9. 

© Edward Maunde Thompson, ed., Adae Murimuth Continuatio Chronicarum: Roberthus De Avesbury 
De Gestis Mirabilibus Regis Edwardi Tertii, Rolls Series, 93, (London, 1889), p.406; Frank Scott 
Haydon, ed. Eulogium, Rolls Series, 9 (London, 1858-1863), pp. 213-4. 
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of burgess deaths entered in ROR in 1349 rose to 25, leaving at least 42 orphans.” 
Additionally, three of the 1348 recognizances were taken in October or later and, 
since the plague arrived in the summer, these might also represent plague victims, 
adding a further four orphans and making a total of perhaps 46 orphans in 28 families 
who lost their fathers in the Black Death, a dramatic increase in numbers. 

1361 saw the arrival of a second epidemic, which, according to Knighton, 
particularly affected young people and children [iuuwenes et infantes] and was 
described by the Anonimalle chronicler as la mortalite des enfauntz.” Again, this is 
reflected in an increase in the number of recognizances, representing the deaths of 
16 burgesses in the years 1361 and 1362, leaving 23 orphans. Of the 16 bereaved 
families, 14 named only one surviving orphan, perhaps indicating a high death rate 
among siblings. In comparison, of the 26 fatherless families recorded in 1349-50, 
just half (13) consisted of only children.” 

In the sixteenth century, the correlation between numbers of recognizances taken 
and reported outbreaks of disease in Bristol is less clear. Paul Slack, using evidence 
from both annalists and surviving parish registers, has shown that higher death rates 
appear to confirm reported incidences of plague in Bristol in 1544-5, 1551-2, 1565 
and 1575.*° No extant recognizances for orphans survive for the 1530s, but the fact 
that recording began again and entries were made in 1545 and 1546 might indicate a 
reaction to an outbreak of disease, although the numbers recorded were not great. The 
deaths of only five Bristol burgess fathers were recorded in 1545, leaving 16 orphans 
between them. Only two recognizances have survived for the 1550s, providing no 
evidence of any epidemics in that decade, but the slight increase in numbers of 
recognizances in 1565 and 1566 might reflect increased deaths at that time. 


Chart 2: Numbers of Recorded Deaths of Orphans’ Fathers, 1545-1594. 
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The only clear evidence from sixteenth-century recognizances of an increased 
number of deaths reflecting a recorded outbreak of plague is in 1575-6. The years 
1575-1577 saw a marked rise in numbers of recognizances, from an average of just 
over two a year between 1545 and 1574 to 16 recognizances taken in 1575, 13 in the 
following year and a further seven in 1577. In these three years, 36 burgess fathers 


7” Appendix, Table 1: Numbers of Families and Orphans for Each Year Recorded in ROR, 1333-1594. 
A recognizance in ROR, f.17v, taken in 1350, is for the unidentified children of Henry Sporiare and John 
Mildecorne, who are represented in Table 1 by a + sign. 

8 Knighton’s Chronicle p. 184; Anonimalle Chronicle p.50; Horrox, The Black Death, pp. 85-88. 

” Appendix, Table 2: Single Orphans of Burgess Families and their Ages, 1333-1594. 

*° Paul Slack, ‘The Local Incidence of Epidemic Disease: The Case of Bristol 1540-1650’ in The Plague 
Reconsidered (Local Population Studies Supplement, 1977), pp. 49-62; idem, The Impact of Plague in 
Tudor and Stuart England (Oxford, 1990), pp. 119-126. 
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died, leaving more than 92 orphans between them, a reflection, perhaps, of the 
high death toll caused by an epidemic at this time. In 1575-6 in Bristol, according 
to Ricart’s continuator: “betweene St. James tyde and Powles tyde [July 25th and 
January 25th] there died aboute 2000 persons’, causing Roger Rice, the rector of St 
John the Baptist’s church, in the same year, to purchase ‘a boke of prayers for the 
plage’, while in the following year, between Christmas 1575 and 1576, a payment of 
7s. 6d. was made ‘to the poor that were sick of the plage in Christmas Street’.*' The 
same epidemic was reported by the local chronicler William Adams, writing within 
50 years of the event.” 

There are two further spikes in the numbers of recognizances taken after 1575: 
between 1584 and 1585, when 14 burgess fathers died, requiring provision to be 
made for more than 30 children, and in 1590 a further 20 orphans were bereaved 
through the deaths of 12 fathers. In neither of these specific periods, however, is 
there contemporary evidence of sickness locally. 

Evidence from ROR confirms that the lives of Bristol citizens in both the 
fourteenth and the sixteenth centuries were precarious, especially in times of 
epidemic. By means of recognizances, taken before the mayor by the guardians 
of underage orphans and endorsed by guarantors, the citizens of Bristol sought to 
protect the property bequeathed by every dead burgess to his children. Whenever 
he died, however, and from whatever cause, the death of a burgess had lasting 
consequences for the children he left behind. 


The Orphans 
Who were the Orphans? 


No definition of an orphan is given in any of the contemporary sources, but it is clear 
from the recognizances that the term could be applied to any underage child of a 
burgess who had been left a bequest. In the great majority of cases, this meant a child 
whose father had died. No recognizances were taken in Bristol for children whose 
mothers had died and left them property while their fathers remained alive. Often the 
mothers of orphans were still alive and sometimes, though not always, they became 
their children’s guardians. The mayor’s protection was extended only to the orphans 
of freemen or burgesses of the borough.** Freedom of the borough, or burgess status, 
was limited to four groups: those who were born to the burgess class, those who had 
married into it, those who had served apprenticeships under burgess masters or those 
who could afford to pay for the privilege of being a citizen. The freedom of the 
borough was closely guarded. Those apprentices who had successfully served their 
term would only be admitted to the freedom with a testimonial from their masters, 
and anyone from outside wishing to purchase entry to the freedom had to be of good 
report and honest conversation [de bone fame et honeste conuersacion], endorsed by 
two burgesses, and pay a fine, the considerable sum of £10 in 1366-7.* 


8! Ricart, Kalendar, p. 59; ‘The Church Book of St John Baptist 1469-1581’ (Photographic Reproduction), 
Bristol Archives P.St JB/ChW/1/c, ff. 87v, 88v. 

8 Adams's Chronicle of Bristol, ed. Frances Frederick Fox (Bristol, 1910), p. 114. 

*} Before 1373 and Bristol’s acquisition of county status, there seems to have been a distinction between 
burgess and free status, but after that time the two roles were unified. See Sacks, Trade, Society, and 
Politics, p. 106. 

* Tbid, pp. 105-12. 

* LRB 1, pp. 36-8, LRB 2, pp. 47-9. £10 would buy 14 horses or 27 cows or 500 days of skilled work in 
1370. http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/currency-converter [accessed 24/06/2019]. 
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The Age and Sex of Orphans 


Except for in five recognizances, which refer in general terms to the ‘children’ of dead 
burgesses, the names and sexes of the orphans were always given in ROR.* It was 
important to know the ages of orphans so that they could receive their inheritances 
when they reached maturity and ages were almost always given in recognizances 
taken before the 1570s, although they were sometimes described approximately. 
Joan Hayl in 1339 was 14 ‘as it was said’ [ut dicitur] while Alice Bollardyne in 1561 
was ‘about 13 years’ and Jane Thorne, in the same year, was described as ‘over nine 
years’ .*’ Sometimes a blank was left in the space for the age of the orphan, perhaps 
to be filled later or perhaps because the age was unknown.** Even when a child’s 
age had been entered in ROR, further proof might be deemed necessary. This seems 
to have been the case for John Solers, who, in 1418, enlisted the oral testimony of 
several witnesses to his baptism in December 1393 so that he could prove to a jury 
that he had reached the age of “twenty-one years and more’ and therefore was entitled 
to his inheritance.” A recognizance, taken for him in May 1403, recorded his age as 
9 years, consistent with a birth date of December 1393, but he was also recorded as 
receiving his inheritance on November 19th 1414, which is a month prematurely, and 
so perhaps this had been the cause of the need for more precise proof of age than was 
given at the time of the recognizance.” In the later fifteenth-century recognizances, 
in contrast, there is often more precision about birthdays. The ages of the Rowley 
children in 1479 and the Cogan orphans in 1489 were precisely given to the week or 
day, while the actual days of birth of the Baker alias Spicer children were supplied in 
1493.°! After the 1570s, ages were rarely included in recognizances, perhaps because 
parish records of baptism were supposed to be providing evidence of age by then.” 
This might explain why, in August 1581, a note added to the recognizance of James 
Cottrell gave the date of his baptism as certified by the curate of St John the Baptist.” 
Any orphan born outside the boundary of Bristol and its parishes presumably had 
to provide proof of age from their own parish of birth before claiming their legacy. 
This would explain the ‘Certificat in the Behalfe of Maurice Power for his Age’, a 
loose folio inserted into the register and bearing the names of seven witnesses, since 


*¢ Those orphans described in general terms are: the children of Henry Sporiare and John Mildecorn in 
1350 (ROR, f.17v); the grandchildren of Thomas and Welthian Bettes in 1576 (ROR, f.143r,); George 
Martin’s children in 1590 (ROR, f.290r); William Cooke’s children in 1592 (ROR, f.291v) and Robert 
Halton’s children in 1584 (ROR, f.297r). 

57 ROR, ff.10r, 86r, 87r. 

‘8 For example, in 1333 the ages of three of the Forstal orphans were recorded but that of a fourth, Alice, 
was left empty. In 1361, John Wicombe’s age was recorded as a blank, as were the ages of Margaret Hail 
in 1371, Alice Bathe in 1376 and Joan Derneford in 1389: see ROR, ff.5v, 37r, 49v, 52r, 60r. 

® Calendar of Inquisitions Post Mortem and Other Analogous Documents Preserved in the Public 
Records Office XXI: 6-10 Henry V (1418-1422) ed. J. L. Kirby and Janet Stevenson (Woodbridge: 
Boydell and Brewer, 2002), no. 371, and for more detail about this case, see Fleming, Time, Space, 
Power, pp. 70-71. 

°° ROR, f.68r. 

°! LRB 2, pp. 197-8; GRB 3, p. 154; ROR, f. 99v. 

» An injunction of 1538 required rectors or vicars in each parish in England to keep a register of baptisms, 
marriages and burials; however, the need to repeat the injunction in 1597 shows that it was not uniformly 
effected. See N.J.G. Pound, A History of the English Parish: The culture of religion from Augustine to 
Victoria (Cambridge, 2000), pp. 288-90. 

°° ROR, f.156v. 
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Maurice was described as a tailor from Almesbury [Almondsbury] in the county of 
Gloucestershire.* 

The age at which an orphan could claim their inheritance was usually stated in a 
recognizance, but often in general terms. The most common expression used was 
‘when he or she reaches his or her full age’ [cum venerit ad plenam aetatem]. Girls 
were usually able to claim their inheritance either at their full age or on marriage, 
whichever was the sooner. Sometimes the age of maturity was explicitly stated, and 
was most commonly 21 for both boys and girls throughout the whole period.” This 
was the age at which a legatee of a Bristol burgess would inherit, according to the 
1575 Ordinances.” The recognizances suggest, though, that a burgess could decide 
the age at which his children might inherit, and this varied from 14 to 26.’ Ina 1464 
recognizance, William Myryfeld, mercer, left £42 to be given to his three sons on 
reaching the age of 14, but this was exceptionally young.”’ Occasionally, a distinction 
was made between the age of majority for girls and boys in the same family: in the 
recognizances taken for the six children of grocer Thomas Baker senior in 1493, the 
five girls could receive their legacies at the age of 16, while the only son had to wait 
until he was 24.” However, the will of Thomas’s widow, Maud, made in January 
1504, shows that their son would be engaged in running the family business from 
the age of 16 and in sole charge by the age of 20.'” Legacies described in wills and 
recognizances, and the ages at which they might be claimed, may reflect only a part 
of the total inheritance. 

Table A opposite compares the age and sex of orphans across time, although there 
are considerable gaps in the data. Few recognizances were taken between 1409 and 
1545 and, from 1570 until the end of the century, the ages of only five orphans out 
of 227 are given. Even in the fourteenth century, where ages are more frequently 
supplied, more than a quarter are missing before 1360. Despite the inconsistency of 
the data, some very tentative conclusions may be drawn. Boys and girls are more or 
less equally represented overall. More than twice the number of boys over the age 
of 16 are recorded, but this can be explained by the fact that most girls of that age 
would have claimed their own portions or had them claimed by their husbands.'*! 


* ROR, f.297r. 

°° See Appendix, Table 4: Orphans’ Claims of Inheritance and Age of Majority. 

°° GWB, pp. 124-130. Veale and Kowaleski both give the age of majority in Bristol as 21. See GRB, 
Introduction (Part 1), p. 117; Kowaleski, ‘The History of Urban Families in Medieval England’, p.56. 

7 Tn 1577, William Porter was to attain his majority at age 26, while John Gough in 1594 would receive 
his portion when he was 14, see ROR, ff.15 Lr, 290r. 

°*’ ROR, ff.77v. 

” ROR, ff. 99v, ASR 3, pp. 30-31. 

100 ASR 3, p. 37. 

'°! This evidence of more or less equal numbers of recognizances for boys and girls in Bristol contrasts 
with that of Barbara Hanawalt, who interpreted the greater number of recognizances for male orphans in 
London as evidence of preferential treatment. (See Hanawalt, Growing Up, p.58; eadem, ‘Medievalists 
and the Study of Childhood’, in Speculum, 77, 2 (2002), pp. 440-460. 
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Table A: Age and Sex of Orphans, 1333 — 1596 (G = girls, B = boys). 


Age 1333— 1360-— 1390- 1422— 1464— 1480-— 1525 1545— 1570- Total 


1358 1389 1408 1447 1479 1493 1568 1596 
0-3 12B- 17B 9B 4B OB 1B 5B OB 48B 
11G 12G- 8G 2G 2G 1G 10G 0G 46G 
4-6 7B 12B «4B 4B 1B 2B 11B OB 41B 
8G 11G 10G 3G 2G 2G 8G 0G 44G 
1-9 5B 7B 8B 1B OB 2B 8B 2B 33B 
7G 6G 3G 4G 0G 1G 11G OG 32G 
10-12 6B 4B 7B 1B OB OB 4B 1B 23B 
8G 8G 4G 1G 0G 1G 9G 0G 31G 
13-15 7B 5B 3B 1B OB 1B 3B 1B 21B 
6G 2G 1G 3G 0G 1G 5G 1G 19G 
16-20 8B 6B OB 1B OB 3B 2B OB 20B 
2G 3G 0G 2G 0G 0G 2G 0G 9G 
Total 45B SIIB 31B~ 12B 1B 9B OB 33B 4B 186B 
42G 42G 26G 15G 4G 6G 0G 45G 1G 181G 


Age 17B 3B OB 2B 13B OB OB 4B 110B 149B 
not 16G 4G 0G 1G 7G 0G 1G 3G: 112G 144G 
given 275% 7% 0% 10% 80% 0% 100% 82% 97.7% 443% 


Total 120 100 57 30 25 15 1 85 227 =335B+325G 
=660 


In order to best compare the ages of orphans, two periods of time with the most 
complete data have been chosen. Between 1333 and 1408, 84.8% of the orphans 
recorded have known ages, or 236 out of 278 orphans, and between 1545 and 1568, 
92.9% of orphans, or 79 out of 85, are recorded with known ages. Table B, overleaf, 
presents the ages of orphans recorded in these two periods as percentages of the total 
known ages of orphans in each period. After 1568, ages are rarely provided. These 
data show a diachronic change in the average age of orphans recorded in ROR. In 
the fourteenth century, almost twice as many under three-year-olds were recorded 
as in the sixteenth century (22.03% compared with 12.65%), and almost half of the 
fourteenth-century orphans were under six (46.6%) compared with just over a third 
in the later period (34.18%).'” Given that families appear to have increased in size 
by the sixteenth century (see below, pp. 20-21), this may reflect an improvement in 
the survival rates of infants into older childhood and adolescence. 


' Clark, in her analysis of the ages of orphans in London and Bristol between 1300 and 1409, showed 
that 30% of recorded London orphans were aged under six compared with over 50% in Bristol, while 
Hanawalt found that 25% of London orphans were under six between 1300 and 1349 and 26% between 
1350 and 1389 (Clark, ‘City Orphans’, Table 2, p. 177; Hanawalt, Growing Up, Appendix, Table 4, p. 
224). More evidence has survived of infant and child mortality during the sixteenth and seventeenth 
centuries. Several studies of mortality during epidemics indicated a smaller number of deaths amongst the 
oldest and youngest sections of society; however, using the same evidence, Roger Schofield concluded 
that infants under the age of four suffered proportionately the most, and Paul Slack also stated that, as a 
general rule, the death rates of infants were higher than those of older children. See Roger Schofield, ‘An 
Anatomy of an Epidemic: Colyton, November 1645—November 1646’ in The Plague Reconsidered (Local 
Population Studies Supplement, Matlock, 1977), pp.95—126; Paul Slack, The Impact of Plague in Tudor 
and Stuart England, p.182. 
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Table B: Ages of Orphans 1333-1408 and 1545-1568 as Percentages of Total Known 


Ages in years 1333-1408. Total 236 orphans 1545-1568. Total 79 orphans 


(and 42 unknown ages) 


(and 6 unknown ages) 


<l 10 or 4.23% of total known 3 or 3.79% of total known 
1 16 or 6.77% of total known 4 or 5.06% of total known 
2 26 or 11.01% of total known 3 or 3.79% of total known 
3 17 or 7.2% of total known 5 or 6.32% of total known 
4 20 or 8.47% of total known 5 or 6.32% of total known 
5 21 or 8.89% of total known 7 or 8.86% of total known 
6 11 or 4.66% of total known 7 or 8.86% of total known 
7 20 or 8.47% of total known 10 or 12.65% of total known 
8 6 or 2.54% of total known 5 or 6.32% of total known 
9 10 or 4.23% of total known 5 or 6.32% of total known 
10 19 or 8.05% of total known 4 or 5.06% of total known 
11 13 or 5.5% of total known 4 or 5.06% of total known 
12 4 or 1.69% of total known 4 or 5.06% of total known 
13 6 or 2.54% of total known 5 or 6.32% of total known 
14 9 or 3.81% of total known 2 or 2.53% of total known 
15 9 or 3.81% of total known 2 or 2.53% of total known 
16+ 19 or 8.05% of total known 4 or 5.06% of total known 


Total known ages 


236 


79 


42 or 15.10% of total number 
of orphans recorded 


6 or 7.05% of total number 
of orphans recorded 


Unknown ages 


Family Size and Child Mortality 


Between 1333 and 1408, recognizances were taken for 158 families and 277 
orphans, giving an average family size of 1.75 children. Between 1545 and 1596, 
117 families were recorded with 312 orphans, which gives an average family size of 
2.66.'° This is a very crude estimate, since children who had already claimed their 
inheritances were not recorded in recognizances, but it does indicate an increase in 
family size by the end of the sixteenth century. This increase is further suggested 
by a corresponding reduction over time in the number of families with only one 
surviving underage child. Between 1333 and 1408, 95 orphans were single surviving 
children. This represents just over a third of the orphans overall in this period (34%) 
and well over half of the families (61%). In contrast, between 1545 and 1596 only 39 
orphans were surviving singletons, or 12%, which represents just under one third of 
the families, or 32.7%.'" Although the size of this sample is small and limited to the 
elite burgesses of Bristol, the marked increase in family size in the sixteenth century, 
and the corresponding decline in the number of families with only one surviving 
child, does add weight to the view that the population of Bristol was, at this time, 


'© Appendix, Table 1: Numbers of Families and Orphans for Each Year Recorded in ROR, 1333-1594. 
'! Appendix, Table 2: Single Orphans of Burgess Families and their Ages, 1333-1594. 
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recovering from its decline after the Black Death of the mid-fourteenth century, and 
indicates that this recovery was well underway by mid-century.'™ 

Where evidence survives from larger families, it seems that children were produced 
in quick succession. In 1339 the seven Atte Walle children were aged 19,17,15,13,11 
and two were 10 years old, so were probably twins.'°° The recognizance taken for 
the Cogan children in 1489 shows there was almost exactly one year between the 
two older boys and in 1567 the six Rogers children were aged 13,12,7,6,3 and 2.'°” 
Throughout the period under consideration, burgess wives were often producing 
children annually, or with a two-year gap at most. The survival of so few large 
families in the fourteenth century and of so many singleton orphans points to high 
child mortality at that time, confirming the findings of Sylvia Thrupp in her analysis 
of wealthier London merchants’ wills between 1288 and 1527, that ‘the rate of child 
mortality was tragically high’ .'” 

The ages of singleton orphans recorded in plague years is suggestive of a different 
pattern of mortality during different epidemics. In 1349, seven of the ten singleton 
orphans recorded were aged under five, which might indicate the death of a young 
father before the conception of further younger siblings, whereas in 1361 none of 
the five singleton orphans whose ages are known were below five years of age, 
perhaps indicative of the death of younger siblings. The death of young fathers in 
1349 and of children in 1361, suggested by this data, accords with contemporary 
evidence about the victims of those two epidemics, but the paucity of data makes any 
conclusions extremely tentative.'” 

Many of the orphans named in the recognizances did not survive to adulthood. 
Of the 660 orphans featuring in the recognizances, 51 were recorded as dying 
prematurely, but this is probably an underestimate.''’ Some children had died even 
before recognizances for their siblings were taken: this was true in the case of Maud 
Clasbock who died in the plague year of 1575, the same year as her grandfather, the 
benefactor of her three surviving siblings.''' In 1375, arrangements were made for 
Thomas and Alice, orphans of Richard Atte Res, aged two and a half and eight years 
old respectively, but a note written below their entry in ROR reveals that they, and 
also three other siblings, were dead by 1384. Their guardian, Roger Shyngelton, thus 
inherited their considerable portions through his wife Edith, their closest relative .'” 
In 1574 and 1575, recognizances were taken for six underage children of William 
Yeman, glover, but by August 1577 three of the five daughters had died and Peter 
Vine, apparently the widower of one daughter, had married her only surviving 
legitimate sister.''’ The death of an orphan can sometimes be deduced from entries 
in recognizances or wills. In 1398, John Stephenys, who married orphan Margaret 
Borde, acknowledged receipt of the sums mentioned in the recognizance taken in 


' Sacks, Widening Gate, pp. 396-7, suggests a population of 9,500 to 10,000 at the time of Henry 
VII, similar to that of post Black Death Bristol, with growth not beginning until late in Elizabeth’s 
reign. Fleming, Time, Space, Power, pp. 5, 179, estimates the population of Bristol around 1525 at 8,000 
compared with 10,000 in the late Middle Ages. 

'6 ROR, ff.8v-9v. 

'°7 GRB 3,p.154; ROR, f.88v. 

8 Thrupp, Merchant Class, pp.199-200. 

See above, pp. 14-15. 

Appendix, Table 3: Recorded Deaths among Orphans and Ages where Known, 1340-1611. 

' ROR, f.141v; Wadley, Wills, no. 331. 

> ROR, f.51yv. 

> ROR, f.129v; Wadley, Wills, no. 322. 
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1387 for both Margaret and her sister Elizabeth. There is no further mention of 
Elizabeth, who presumably had died.''* Young Matilda Baker, aged just two years 
and ten months when a recognizance was taken for her in November 1493 after the 
death of her father, does not feature at all in the will of her mother, Maud Baker, 
made in January 1504. She most probably died at some time between these dates." 


The Wealth of Orphans 


It is difficult to compare, with any degree of accuracy, legacies left to the Bristol 
orphans and recorded in ROR because property, rents or plate and household 
furnishings, clothing or jewellery were often listed as part of an inheritance but were 
not evaluated. Recognizances also probably do not always reflect the true value 
of a legacy. This is illustrated in the case of John Canynges, whose will of 1405 
reveals that each of his sons would inherit extensive property on the death of their 
mother, Joan, including 22 shops, three halls, four gardens and eight tenements, in 
addition to other land and property throughout the city and suburb, none of which is 
mentioned in the 1408 recognizance.'!® Clive Burgess has shown how Bristol wills 
at this time almost certainly understated the total value of a legacy and the same may 
have been true of recognizances.''” Bearing this in mind, there nevertheless appears 
to be considerable variation in the value of bequests made.''® For example, in 1349 
the three daughters of Robert de Bathe were left goods and chattels worth £100 each 
and Agnes Horncastel’s legacy amounted to £83, all of which were considerable 
fortunes, while in the same year the two sons of John le Eyr were left only £4 each 
and John Wedmore’s legacy was worth just 40s. or £2.''? John Capiscot was left only 
24 shillings in January 1408 compared to £217 17s. 6d. left by John Canynges to 
his children and recorded in the same month.’”° In the sixteenth century, the same 
variation in the value of bequests is obvious: in 1575 the two sons of Edmund Wood, 
merchant, were left £80 each while the four daughters of Simon Harbert, brewer, 
were left only £1 each by their father.'”! While many of the Bristol orphans were 
rich, many were more modestly endowed. They were all the children of burgesses, 
but this privilege evidently covered a wide range of occupations and fortunes.'” The 
children’s portions usually appear to have been divided equally between sons and 
daughters, which meant that many girl orphans were very wealthy, although it does 
not necessarily mean that girls were given legacies of equal value totally, as is clear 
in the case of the Canynges will mentioned above. 


'* ROR, f.58r. 

'S ROR, f.100r; ASR 3, pp. 33-39, for the will of Lady Dame Maud Spicer alias Baker. 

'© Wadley, Wills, no. 151; ROR, f.72r. 

'T Clive Burgess, ‘By Quick and by Dead: Wills and Pious Provision in Late Medieval Bristol’, English 
Historical Review, Vol. 102, no. 405 (Oct., 1987), pp. 837-858. 

"8 Thrupp, Merchant Class, pp. 109-110, recorded wide variation in the estates of 245 orphan fathers 
between 1350 and 1497, as did Megson, in her study of London orphans, ‘Life Expectancy of Widows 
and Orphans, 1375-1399’, pp. 20-22. 

"> ROR, ff.18v; 211; 19v; 18r. 

20 ROR, ff.71v; 72r. 

l ROR, ff.138r; 1314. 

~ For a comparison of legacies left by 16th century Bristol burgesses, see Appendix, Table 10: 
Occupations of Benefactors and Value of Legacies to Orphans where Given, 1525-1594. 
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The Upbringing of Orphans 


For those orphans who survived, their upbringing and education was the responsibility 
of their guardians, but there are few details of precisely how this was to be achieved. 
No recognizances specifically mention school in the fourteenth century and there are 
only two families in the fifteenth century and two in the sixteenth where schooling 
of orphans, as opposed to apprenticeship, is mentioned: William Hoton, guardian of 
William Colwell in 1474, promised to send him to school [ad scolas inveniet] and a 
similar expression was used in the recognizance for both John and Joan Hynde in the 
same year. In both these cases, the bequests were from grandfathers.’ In 1576 John 
White, shoemaker and innholder, left £10 for the schooling of his son, John, and 
in 1581, Christopher and Philip Callowhill, sons of Thomas, apothecary, were left 
20 nobles (£6 13s. 4d.) each by their uncle towards their maintenance at school.'* 
Nicholas Orme has described the provision of schooling in medieval Bristol, but 
there is no specific reference to local provision in the recognizances, where details of 
how orphans were to be educated are not given, perhaps because it was considered a 
normal part of general upbringing.'” In fourteenth-century recognizances, typically 
the guardian promised to maintain the orphans well and properly in all things 
necessary to them, and bring them up suitably according to their station, while in 
the sixteenth century, guardians should ‘fynde and allowe unto them ... sufficient & 
convenyent meate drinke and apparell duringe their minorities and not marriage’ .'”° 

Uniquely in ROR, two Bristol women left their rather crude signatures in 1603 
(see Figure 3 overleaf). Susanna and Sara Alkyne were two of the ten orphaned 
children of Richard Alkyne, a wealthy soapmaker, who died in 1567. Both women 
signed to acknowledge receipt of £20: Sara, a widow of 36, as executor to her sister 
Elizabeth who was nine years older, received the latter’s portion, and Susanna signed 
to acknowledge receipt of her own inheritance at the advanced age of 41.'’ The 
marks made by the two women suggest that, like many of their peers, even if they 
were able to read, they were not in the habit of writing. Books were bequeathed in 
only one will related to the recognizances, that of William Canynges, orphan of 
Thomas, who left two books to St Mary Redcliffe church in 1474.'8 

As with schooling, there is little information provided about apprenticeship in 
the recognizances, perhaps because both were unexceptional and so unworthy of 
mention. When Thomas Sampson died in 1387, as well as providing for his own 
son, he left £10 to pay for the five-year apprenticeship of 16-year-old Richard Atte 


3 ROR, ff. 83v; 84v. 

4 ROR, ff.143r; 157v. The sum of 20 nobles (or 10 marks) suggests either that the boys’ uncle was 
paying only a small contribution towards their education or else that their education was almost complete, 
since Thrupp calculated that the total cost of schooling a child in the fifteenth century was between 5 and 
10 marks. Thrupp, Merchant Class, p. 160. 

5 Nicholas Orme, Medieval Schools: From Roman Britain to Renaissance England (New Haven, CT, 
and London, 2006), passim; idem, Schools, Readers and Writers in Medieval Bristol (Avon Local History 
and Archaeology, 2018). 

26 See example recognizances on pp. 69-70 and 201-2. The expression ‘during their minorities and not 
marriage’ was common in the sixteenth century recognizances and, presumably, referred to the end of a 
guardian’s responsibility upon the marriage of the ward. 

©T ROR, f.123v. 

28 Wadley, Wills, no. 258. 
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Figure 3. ROR, f.123v. Signatures of Susanna and Sara Alkyne, 10th March 1603, and of 
the Scribe Hieronymus Ham (by kind permission of Bristol Archives). 


Halle and this was recorded in the recognizances.'” Richard’s relationship with 
his master, William More, seems to have been a good one, for when More died in 
1411, Richard Halle was his executor and Richard’s wife Christina was bequeathed a 
woollen cloth.'* The apprenticeship of Lewis Coston, son of a Bristol merchant, had 
no such happy outcome in the sixteenth century. His master, John Barnard, a clothier 
of Shepton Mallet, in 1583 undertook to pay Lewis £10 when his apprenticeship was 
completed, but in 1589 Barnard had to be compensated by the chamberlain to the sum 
of five marks because he ‘hathe bin robbed and deceved’ by the same Lewis.'*! There 
is no explicit reference to female apprenticeship in the recognizances, although it is 
just possible that Grace, daughter of merchant John White, was an apprentice to her 
guardian, a silkman of London, in 1576. In John’s will, given in 1569, he described 
another daughter as serving an apprenticeship in London.'* 

In the recognizance for Thomas Baker junior of 1493, the instruction that he 
should be apprenticed to an apothecary has been struck through, and his mother 
Maud, in her will of 1504, requested that Thomas should be apprenticed in the 
occupation of grocer to Thomas Pace, her son-in-law, until the age of 16, when 
Thomas Baker junior would take over his own stock and goods, and he would be 
independent of Pace at the age of 20.'** It is clear that the grocery business was to be 
conducted from the Baker property, and that Pace had to leave when Thomas Baker 
was 20 years old, so that the relationship between master and apprentice was in this 
case somewhat ambiguous, a fact that Maud seemed to recognize in her will when 
she recommended that any ‘variance, grief or disturbance’ between her son and Pace 
should be referred to a third party. Thomas Baker junior probably never experienced 
full independence as he died in 1510 at the age of 20.'™ 

Thomas Baker junior’s duty of obedience was emphasized in the recognizance 
taken for him, where it was stated that, if he refused, or was unwilling, to be protected, 
governed, managed, taught, or married by his mother [custodiri, gubernari, tractari, 
informari, maritari recusavit vel noluit], then his estate would be forfeit, according to 


ROR, f 59v. In fifteenth-century London, orphans paid from 4-10 marks (£2 13s. 4d.- £6 13s. 4d.) for 
an apprenticeship or, alternatively, parents made a loan to the master, to be repaid at the end of the term. 
Thrupp, Merchant Class, p. 214. 

180 “Wadley, Wills, no. 169. 

| ROR, ff.150v, 153r, 258r. 

» ROR, f.144r; Wadley, Wills, no. 319. 

* ROR, f. 99v; ASR 3, pp. 37-8. 

* Tbid., p. 39. 
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his father’s testament.'*° Both girls and boys were expected to be obedient. Thomas 


Baker senior, in his will of 1492, left £20 to Magdalene Baker, probably a niece, to 
be given to her at the age of 16 on condition that she should be governed by both his 
widow and the overseer of his will, and should marry according to their advice.'*° 
Girls risked losing their inheritance if they failed to heed the counsel of their superiors 
over a marriage partner. Ricart quotes the London custom with regard to the marriage 
of orphan girls: ‘Et nulle tiel orphanyn doit estre marie saunz assent de dits Maire et 
Aldermans’ , and it is clear that, in Bristol also, in the fourteenth and fifteenth centuries, 
the permission of the mayor was required, and often also of the girl’s ‘close friends’ .'*” 
In 1338, Margaret Derby’s inheritance, valued at £5 2d., was to be delivered to her 
at age 21, or earlier if she should marry ‘with the advice and consent of the mayor 
and of her close friends’, and the same condition was placed upon the inheritances 
of many of the orphan girls in the fourteenth century, from Margaret Bernard in 
1337 to Isabel Blanket in 1371.'°8 The indenture drawn up for Joan Albon in 1355 
included stipulations that her guardian should not allow her to leave Bristol, marry or 
enter religion without the consent of the mayor and her friends.'*” In 1493, Katherine 
Beell, widow of Thomas and guardian to his three children, promised to bring them 
up, educate them and provide food, clothing and all other necessities, as was fitting, 
and none of them should be apprenticed, marry or go away [elongari] without the 
permission of the mayor and aldermen.'” By the later sixteenth century, the explicit 
insistence on mayoral sanction for the marriage of orphan girls had disappeared from 
recognizances, although it is not clear why this was so. 

This stress on obedience to parental authority is reflected in contemporary literature 
such as in the fifteenth-century poem, The Childe of Bristowe, where William, a 
merchant’s apprentice, is encouraged to ‘worship thy father and thy mother/ Look 
that thou grieve neither one nor other’.'*' A girl’s duty of obedience and deference 
to authority is evident in contemporary instruction manuals. For example, in How 
the Good Wife Taught her Daughter, a poem addressed to burgesses’ wives, a good 
wife should be ‘softe & myelde’ with her husband, but with her disobedient children 
she should ‘take a smert rodde, & bete hem on a rowe’.'” Agnes Paston, in 1458, 
instructed a messenger to London to find out from his tutor, Greenfield, how her 


®5 ROR, f. 99v. Whilst there is no evidence of controlling action taken by the mayor of Bristol against 
the orphan sons of burgesses, in March 1420 in London, William, son of John Drew, was denied the 
whole sum owed to him because, although of age, he had insufficient control over himself and he was 
thus denied his full inheritance until a year later. Calendar of Letter-Books of the City of London: I, 
1400-1422, f. ccxlviii. 

86 Wadley, Wills, no. 276; ASR 3, p. 32. 

87 Ricart, Kalendar, pp. 99-100. It was not until 1499 that aldermen were officially appointed in Bristol, 
and orphan business in medieval Bristol was overseen by the mayor and bailiffs or sheriff, as described in 
the recognizances. Bristol Charters 1378-1499, pp. 163-168. 

'88 See ROR, ff.6v-10v, 12v-13v, 18r, 30r and 47r for further examples. 

© ROR, f.30r 

4 ROR, f.103v and see Calendar of Letter-Books of the City of London: I, 1400-1422, ff. clvi and clvib, 
July 1415, for an example of action taken against John Hurlebatte for contracting marriage with an orphan 
without the licence of the mayor and aldermen of London. 

'’ Barbara A. Hanawalt, ‘The Childe of Bristowe’ in Bodies and Disciplines: Intersections of Literature 
and History in Fifteenth-Century England ed. Barbara A. Hanawalt and David Wallace (Minneapolis, 
MN, and London, 1996), pp. 155-178, at p.160. 

'© The Babees Book ed. Frederick J. Furnivall, Early English Text Society, original series (London, 
1868), p. 38, 1.57; p.46, 1.190. For a comprehensive study of this poem, which makes a good case for 
its being written by a man, a friar, see Felicity Riddy, ‘Mother Knows Best: Reading Social Change in a 
Courtesy Text’, Speculum, Vol. 71, no. 1 (Jan., 1996), pp. 66-86. 
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son Clement was progressing at university, adding ‘And if he hath not do well, nor 
will not amend, pray him that he will truly belash him till he will amend’ while her 
daughter Elizabeth was beaten once or twice a week, sometimes twice a day, and 
had her head broken in two or three places because her mother disapproved of her 
marriage intentions.'*’ A similar emphasis on the importance of strict discipline and 
physical chastisement continued into the sixteenth century and beyond. The Puritan, 
John Robinson, pastor of the Pilgrim Fathers, writing in the early seventeenth century 
and quoting from The Book of Proverbs, xxii.15, wrote that ‘foolishness is bound up 
in the heart of a child, which the rod of correction must drive out’ and expressed his 
own belief that, in all children, ‘the stubbornness and stoutness of mind arising from 


natural pride’ had to be ‘broken and beaten down’ .'“* 


Orphan Boys’ Lives 


In The Childe of Bristowe, the young apprentice to a Bristol merchant suffers the 
consequences of his dissolute father’s death but is rescued finally by his master’s 
faith in him.'* As seen on pp. 23-4 above, while there is some indication in wills 
and recognizances of the close relationship that could exist between master and 
apprentice, there is also evidence that the death of a father could have serious 
consequences for his sons. The deaths of 30 orphan boys, the sons of burgesses, 
are known, either through addenda attached to recognizances or, in two cases, by 
means of their wills.'*° However, there were almost certainly many more deaths 
which went unrecorded, especially since recording a death incurred a fee.'*’ At least 
72 of the 338 recorded orphan boys, or over 20%, lived long enough to claim their 
inheritance, although again this is probably an underestimate.'** 

Only 86 of the 144 Bristol burgess families entered in fourteenth-century 
recognizances, or just below 60%, appear to have had surviving sons, compared with 
70% in the fifteenth century (26 out of 37 families) and almost 74% in the sixteenth 
century (88 out of 119 families). There may, of course, have been other older siblings 
whose names are not recorded in the list of orphans, but those numbers may be 
balanced by the orphan boys whose deaths were not recorded in the register. Whilst 
other branches of a family may have produced male heirs to continue the family 
name, or a family may have moved away from Bristol, given the high mortality rate 
and the large number of singleton families, especially in the fourteenth century, it 
is probable that some family names died out. This seems to have been the case in 
Bristol, for example, with the Wodhulls, Blankets, Denebawds and Persshtons in the 
fourteenth century and the Capiscots and Baker/Spicers in the fifteenth, adding some 
support to the findings of Thrupp in medieval London and Kermode in fifteenth- 
century Yorkshire, on the failure of male heirs among the merchant class.'° 


3 The Paston Letters,ed. Norman Davis, (Oxford, 1983), pp. 24, 46. 

‘4 The Works of John Robinson, Pastor of the Pilgrim Fathers, Vol.1 ,ed. Robert Ashton (London, 1851), 
p. 246. 

' Hanawalt, ‘The Childe of Bristowe’, pp. 155-178. 

‘86 Appendix, Table 3: Recorded Deaths among Orphans and Ages where Known. 

‘57 The discharge of any recognizance incurred a fee of 12d. in 1575, payable to the common clerk. See 
GWB, p. 129. 

48 See Appendix, Table 4: Orphans’ Claims of Inheritance and Age of Majority. 

“° Thrupp, Merchant Class, pp. xviii, 191,200, 202-4; Jenny Kermode, ‘Sentiment and Survival: Family 
and Friends in Late Medieval English Towns’, Journal of Family History, Vol. 24, no. 1 (January 1999), 
pp. 5-18, eadem, Medieval Merchants: York, Beverley and Hull in the Later Middle Ages (Cambridge, 
1998), pp. 78-9. 
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Although many family names seem to disappear, the survival of some Bristol 
families across at least two generations can be traced. It is likely that Richard Panes, 
who died in 1406 and whose recognizance was taken two years later, was the orphan 
of Richard Panes whose recognizance had been taken in 1346. Robert Atte Walle, 
member of the common council in 1350 and bailiff in 1354, was probably the son 
of John Atte Walle whose recognizance was taken in 1339. Robert was born in 1328 
and so would have been 26 when he became bailiff. His brother, Richard Atte Walle, 
may have been the common council member of that name in 1344, although he 
would have been only 18 or 19 years old, so possibly this was another relative.'°° 
John Spisour, who was four when his father died in 1404, may have become bailiff 
in 1431 and sheriff in 1435, and William Dunster, who was ten in 1407, probably 
became bailiff in 1430. Thomas Rowland, whose father John died in 1576, became 
mayor in 1585 and William Pittes, whose father William died in 1592, was probably 
the same William Pitt who became mayor in 1624.'°! 

The most famous Bristol orphan for whom a recognizance was taken is William 
Canynges, who had been mayor of Bristol five times and also M.P. when he died, aged 
74, in 1474. His two sons had pre-deceased him and so his considerable fortune was 
left to his niece and nephew, children of his brother Thomas who became an alderman 
in London.'? William’s monumental effigies, as mayor and later priest, are in St Mary 
Redcliffe Church (see Figure 4). William Colston, merchant and sheriff of Bristol from 
1599 to 1600, also features in the recognizances. In 1590, he and his brother George 
were left £25 by their grandfather, William Gyttons.'* While other family names, well- 
known in the history of Bristol, appear in the recognizances, often the dead burgess was 
a minor member of a famous family. For example, two Chester family recognizances 
were recorded but in neither case was the dead burgess a major player in Bristol. William 
Chester, whittawer,'* whose recognizance was recorded in 1574, was less prominent 


than his brothers Thomas and Dominick, while Edward Chester, merchant, who married 
Bridget Slocombe and died before 1590, held no position in the town hierarchy. 
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Figure 4. Effigies of William Canynges, 1403-1474, St Mary Redcliffe church. 


'° Bailiffs were usually appointed in their late twenties. Fleming, Time, Space, Power, p. 241; J.M. 
Lee, ‘Political Communication in Early Tudor England: the Bristol Elite, the Urban Community and 
the Crown, c.1471—c.1553’, unpublished Ph.D. thesis, University of the West of England, 2006, p. 242. 
S| ROR, ff.15v, 71v, 8v-9v, 7Ov, 74r, 1541, 267v. 

*» See ROR, ff.721-73v, Wadley, Wills, nos. 151, 258. 

% ROR, f.284v. 

* A whittawer, or white tawyer, worked with white, soft leather. 

*® ROR, ff.126v-128r, 280r—v; Joe Inwood, ‘The Chesters of Bristol: A Tudor Merchant Dynasty’, 
unpublished B.A. thesis, University of Bristol, 2006. Available on: http://www.bris.ac.uk/Depts/History/ 
Maritime/Sources/2006inwood.pdf [accessed 01/12/2019] 
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Orphan Girls’ Lives 


As with orphan boys, there is scant evidence of the lives lived by orphan girls, although 
details of the betrothals or marriages of some girls provide a little more information. 
One orphan, Alice Baker, daughter of Thomas, was a novice at Shaftesbury Abbey 
when her stepmother Maud died in January 1504.'°° Alice was mentioned first of his 
six daughters in her father’s will of 1492, indicating that she was the oldest sibling, 
and a memo, appended to the will in 1494, stated that she married Thomas Wodyngton. 
Alice does not appear among the 1493 recognizances taken for the Baker orphans, the 
oldest of whom was 15, so she was at least 16 or 17 at that time and probably already 
betrothed to Wodyngton. She was thus aged at least 25 or 26 and at Shaftesbury Abbey 
when her stepmother died in 1504. What had happened in the meantime is not clear 
but it seems likely that Thomas Wodyngton died at some time between December 
1499, when Thomas and his wife Alice received their share of her late sister Margaret’s 
inheritance, and Maud Baker’s death in early 1504.'°’ Her stepmother’s will makes 
it clear that Alice was not yet professed, and so had presumably not been long in 
the abbey. At the dissolution of Shaftesbury Abbey in 1539, Alice was in receipt of a 
pension of £6 6s. 8d. annually. She seems to have died before 1553.'*8 

The recognizances provide information about the betrothals or marriages of 
70, or 21.5%, of the 325 orphan girls recorded in the register, at the same time 
revealing the identity of the men they married and who, therefore, claimed the 
girls’ portions.'” Throughout the recognizances the same Latin verb, desponsare, 
usually translated as ‘to betroth’, was used in the case of both widows and orphan 
girls.'® In those recognizances where a man took guardianship of orphans because 
he desponsavit their widowed mother, it seems very likely that the couple were 
already married. However, when a man claimed the inheritance of an orphan girl 
because he desponsavit a ten-year-old, then the word suggests betrothal rather than 
marriage. In her will of 1504, written in English, Maud Baker described her daughter 
Ann, aged just over 13, as the wife of George Shepherd, although Maud stated that 
the marriage had not yet been consummated and that George was under 21. In the 
event that George should die before ‘carnal copulation’ had taken place, Ann was to 
marry George’s younger brother, John. The couple were betrothed and described as 
husband and wife, but the marriage contract had not yet been finalised.'*' The date 


86 See ASR 3, pp. 30-39, for the wills of Thomas Baker, his widow, Maud Spicer alias Baker, and their 
son Thomas junior, and see ROR, ff. 99v-102r for recognizances for the Baker children. 

‘57 Clive Burgess suggests that Thomas Wodyngton’s marriage to Alice was a ruse to control her legacy 
and that Thomas went on to marry someone else, whose children were left bequests by Maud Spicer 
alias Baker in her will ( Clive Burgess, ‘The Right Ordering of Souls’: the Parish of All Saints’ Bristol on 
the Eve of the Reformation (Woodbridge, 2018), p. 93, n. 45). It seems unlikely, though, that these were 
the children of the same Thomas Wodyngton, since Maud, in her will of 1504, referred to his sons and 
daughters, yet he was still married to Alice in December 1499. 

8 See Thrupp, Merchant Class, p. 189 for the popularity of nunneries with London merchants’ daughters 
at this time. For more on Maud and Alice Baker, see Stephanie J. Adams, ‘Religion, Society and Godly 
Women: The Nature of Female Piety in a Late Medieval Urban Community’, unpublished Ph.D. thesis, 
University of Bristol, 2001, pp. 239-270. 

‘8° Appendix, Table 5: Betrothals or Marriages of Orphan Girls. 

‘© Desponsare: to espouse, to give in marriage. R. E. Latham and British Academy, Revised Medieval 
Latin Word-List from British and Irish Sources, ed. James Houston Baxter (Oxford, 1965). 

'6! See R. H. Helmholz, Marriage Litigation in Medieval England (Cambridge, 2007), pp. 34, 38-39, for 
marriage contracts by verba de futuro and verba de praesenti and use of Latin verb desponsare; Christine 
Peters, ‘Gender, Sacrament and Ritual: The Making and Meaning of Marriage in Late Medieval and Early 
Modern England’, Past & Present, no. 169 (Nov., 2000), pp. 63-96 esp. pp. 82-93, on spousal and marriage. 
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on which an orphan girl’s inheritance was claimed by her husband is not, therefore, 
necessarily the date of her marriage. It might represent the date of her betrothal to a 
man old enough to claim her inheritance, possibly much older than her, or the date 
on which her young husband reached his majority and was thus able to claim his 
wife’s portion, or the claim might have been made retrospectively, some time after 
a marriage. However, despite these qualifications, evidence from the recognizances 
allows some tentative conclusions to be drawn about the marriage of orphan girls. 

The ages of orphan girls when their husbands claimed their portions cannot be 
calculated for recognizances entered after the 1570s, when the ages of orphans 
were no longer given. The latest date for which an orphan girl’s age at betrothal 
or marriage can be calculated is 1588, when Sara Alkyne, aged 6 months in 1567, 
married Laurence Reade.'” Altogether, the ages of 34 girls are known at the time 
when their inheritances were claimed by their husbands or future husbands (see 
Chart 3 below).!° 


Chart 3: Orphan Girls’ Ages at Betrothal or Marriage, 1341-1588. 
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There is considerable variation in the ages at which the portions of the girls were 
claimed, from as low as ten years old in 1354 to 27 in 1408 and 1585. The trend is 
clearly upwards. The average age of girls when their marriages or betrothals were 
recorded between 1341 and 1355 was 15 years, between 1367 and 1398 it was 15.9 
years, between 1406 and 1428 it was 17.6 years and between 1568 and 1588 it 
was 22.2 years, which confirms much existing research pointing to a rise in the 
age of marriage in the later middle ages.'® In the mid-fourteenth century, just after 
the Black Death, three recognizances record the betrothal of young orphans: Alice 
and Margaret de Bathe were aged 11 and 10 when their husbands claimed their 
portions in 1350 and 1354 respectively and Margaret Morys was only 11 in 1355. In 
1410 and 1411, Agnes Fluyt and Joan Panes were aged 12 and 13 respectively when 
their betrothals or marriages were recorded. In contrast, of the eight recognizances 
recording the ages of girls at the time their portions were claimed between 1568 and 
1588, none was younger than 18. This evidence suggests that early betrothal was 


' ROR, f.119r. 

‘©. The marriage of Joan Baker at some time before January 1504 is an outlier and so has been excluded 
from the chart. 

' See Appendix, Table 5: Betrothals or Marriages of Orphan Girls for more detail, and Peter Fleming, 
Family and Household in Medieval England (Basingstoke, 2001), pp. 19-23 for an overview of research 
on age at marriage in the later middle ages. 
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acceptable and probably common amongst the urban elite in the fourteenth and early 
fifteenth centuries, echoing the findings of Thrupp and Hanawalt, that first marriage 
of girls probably occurred at age 17 or younger; from Thrupp’s London evidence it 
could vary from age 11 to 34.'° Since most boys came of age at 21 or more, in the 
case of a husband claiming his 10-year-old wife’s fortune there must have been a 
minimum age gap of 11 years. 

In her study of London orphans between 1375 and 1399, Barbara Megson found 
some evidence that girls who married under the age of 14 had larger fortunes, but 
there is no clear evidence of such a correlation in the Bristol records.'® Of the six 
Bristol orphan girls who were betrothed when under 14, two, Alice and Margaret de 
Bathe, were bequeathed the considerable amount of £100 each and Margaret Morys 
was to receive £57, all of them in the 1350s, but in 1391 Margaret Jeweler, aged 13 at 
her betrothal, had a dowry of only £6.’ Although Joan Panes was aged 13 when her 
dowry of £36 was claimed in 1411, the preceding year 12-year-old Agnes Fluyt’s 
fortune was worth only £9 6s. 8d.'° Just as the legacies of girls who married very 
young varied, girls with large dowries were not always especially young when they 
married. Isabel Blanket, with a dowry of £275, was 14 when her portion was claimed 
in 1380, and Margaret Borde and Alice Swell were aged 15 and 16 respectively when 
their larger-than-average dowries of £52 and £50 were handed to their husbands 
in 1398 and 1406, but Elizabeth Hurdeman’s fortune of £180 was not claimed by 
her husband, Thomas Canynges, until she was 18 in 1428.' Thus, although some 
orphan girls were apparently betrothed when very young, the variation in ages at 
which their dowries were claimed, and in the value of their dowries, suggests that, in 
Bristol, finding the right match was more important than early marriage. 

In the fourteenth century, a third of the orphan daughters of Bristol burgesses (7 
out of 21) were married to men who became prominent in municipal or national 
life.'”” Two fourteenth-century orphan girls married men who became mayor: Alice 
de Bathe married John de Stoke, mayor and MP, and Margaret Borde became the 
wife of future mayor John Stephenys.'”! Three girls had fathers who had been 
common councillors (including one who was also an MP, John Horncastell) and 
three had fathers who had been bailiffs (including one who was also an MP, Richard 
de Panes). Of these six daughters of local office-holders, four (Joan de Panes, Alice 
de Bathe, Agnes Horncastell and Margaret Hail) married men who were also civic 
officials.'”” The remaining two girls, Margaret de Bathe and Isabel Blanket, appear 
to have married outside Bristol: in 1354 Margaret married John Argleys and in 1380 
Isabel was married to a knight and MP for Somerset, Sir Walter Rodenay.'” It is 


‘6 Thrupp, Merchant Class, p. 196; Hanawalt, Growing Up, p. 206. 

‘66 Of the 11 orphan girls in Megson’s sample, four claimed their patrimony when under 14, three with 
dowries of £500 and one with £200. Megson, ‘Life Expectations of Widows and Orphans, 1375-1399’, 
p. 26. 

'o” ROR, ff.18v, 17v, 56v-57r. 

168 ROR, ff.15v, 67r. 

'© ROR, ff.48r, 58r, 61v, 76r. 

' Appendix, Table 5: Betrothals or Marriages of Orphan Girls. Names and dates of civic officers from 
the fourteenth to the sixteenth centuries are taken from Latimer, ‘Civic Officers’. Names of MPs are 
taken from WR. Williams, The Parliamentary History of the County of Gloucester, 1213-1898 (Hereford, 
1898). Lists of common councillors for the fourteenth and fifteenth centuries are taken from LRB J, pp. 
20-1, 25-6, LRB 2, pp. 51-2, 114, 137, and for the sixteenth century from Ordinances of Bristol, passim. 
"" ROR, ff.18v, 58r. 

' ROR, ff.15v, 18v, 211, 49r. 

"3 ROR, ff.18v, 48r. 
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possible that orphan Joan Wotton, for whom a recognizance was taken in 1373, is the 
same Joan Wotton who married first John Canynges and then Thomas Yonge. Joan 
was aged two in 1373 when a certain John Canynges, possibly her future husband or 
a relation, was named as guarantor of her inheritance of £283 6s. 8d.' She would 
have been 34 in 1405 when Canynges died, in his will leaving her guardian to his 
two youngest children, William and Agnes, but by 1408 a recognizance records that 
she was married to Thomas Yonge who was now guardian not only to these two 
orphans but also to their two older siblings, Thomas and Margaret Canynges.!” 
Joan had three children with Thomas Yonge. Her son, John Yonge, became lord 
mayor of London, while William Canynges was five times mayor of Bristol and its 
parliamentary representative. Orphan Thomas Canynges, another future lord mayor 
of London, married Elizabeth, daughter of William Hurdeman, receiving £180 in 
1428, when he was 31 and she was 18.!”° 

The betrothals or marriages of 12 orphan girls are recorded between 1406 and 
1504 and half of them were to men who subsequently occupied positions of authority 
in the town. Joan Panes, daughter of a bailiff, in 1411 married William Westeley who 
also became bailiff, while at the end of the century Joan Baker, daughter of a sheriff, 
married Thomas Pace or Pacy, a future mayor.'” The two daughters of William 
Waleys, who does not feature in surviving lists of civic officials, both married men 
who rose in the local hierarchy: Thomas Hendy became a bailiff and Thomas Fisch a 
sheriff and MP for Bristol.'”* Alice Swell, whose father John has left no evidence of 
holding civic office, married a future mayor, Hugh Wydeford.'” The two daughters 
of William Solers, bailiff, married John Bolton and Richard Arvas, the former of 
whom became town clerk of Bristol and the latter was appointed sheriff in 1432.'*° 
Two orphan girls married men from local families who had moved to London: 
Joan Frere married William Cobynton, mercer, and Elizabeth Hurdeman married 
Thomas Canynges, grocer and subsequently lord mayor of London.'*! Although their 
husbands were recorded as being ‘of London’, they probably retained links with their 
families in Bristol.'* This was almost certainly true for the only other orphan who 
married a man from outside the town, for Agnes Fluyt’s husband of 1420, William 
Colyns, was from Siston, only a few miles away.'® 

In the fourteenth and the fifteenth centuries, the orphaned daughters of Bristol 
burgesses usually seem to have married men from local families and of similar or 
superior status to that of their fathers, thus keeping their dowries and their fathers’ 
wealth within the town. In only one case, that of Isabel Blanket in 1380, did a 
local girl marry into the gentry. This evidence about the marriage of orphan girls 
in Bristol in the fourteenth and fifteenth centuries provides some support for Sylvia 
Thrupp’s observation that the orphan daughters of merchants were steered into 


'4 ROR, f.50v. 

"® Wadley, Wills, no. 151; ROR, f.72r 

ROR, f.76v. For more detail on the Canynges/Yonge family, see Fleming, Time, Space, Power, pp. 
135-7. 

'7 ROR, ff.7 lv, 99v. 

‘8 ROR, f.62v. 

'™ ROR, f.6lyv. 

'8° ROR, f.68r. 

'8! ROR, ff.74v, 76r. 

' See, for example, the links between the London and Bristol branches of the Canynges and other 
families in Fleming, Time, Space, Power, pp. 135-7. 
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marriage with men of a similar background. Her evidence from the London Court of 
Orphans showed that, after 1360, 53 out of 63 merchants’ daughters were married to 
merchants.'** Whilst the fourteenth- and fifteenth-century Bristol evidence does not 
generally reveal the occupations of deceased burgesses or orphan girls’ husbands, 
the fact that so many daughters of civic office-holders married men following the 
same cursus honorum as their fathers suggests a common background and a close- 
knit elite community. 

In the later sixteenth century, in contrast, far fewer civic office-holders appear in 
the recognizances as either fathers or husbands of orphan girls. Between 1568 and 
1602 the betrothals or marriages of 37 orphan girls were recorded in ROR.'® Only 
five of their fathers appear to have held civic office and the orphan of only one of 
these five, Agnes, daughter of bailiff Robert Smythe, married a man who also held 
a position in local government. Her husband was Thomas James, sheriff in 1591.'*° 
William Tyndall, who died in 1558 while serving as MP for Bristol, had been a 
sheriff in 1547 but neither of his two orphan daughters’ husbands, Thomas Lacy 
and Robert Nightingale, held civic office in Bristol. Although William Yeman had 
been a councillor, his orphan daughter married Peter Vyne who does not appear 
in the records of civic office-holders. At the end of the sixteenth century, neither 
Rachel, the daughter of sheriff Richard Rogers, nor Joan, daughter of sheriff Walter 
Davys, married men with a record in civic government. It seems that the popularity 
of office-holding amongst the burgesses of Bristol had declined by the end of the 
sixteenth century, either because men were unwilling to assume these expensive 
duties or because they were denied the opportunity to do so.'*’ 

In the later sixteenth-century records, the occupations of both fathers and husbands 
of orphan girls are sometimes given, although not frequently enough for any definite 
conclusions to be drawn. It seems clear, though, that burgess daughters were often 
married to men occupied in the same, or closely allied, businesses as their fathers.'*® 
Thus the daughters of four merchants, of one soapmaker and of one grocer married 
men of the same trade, two merchant daughters married grocers and one merchant 
daughter married a mercer. Three husbands were described as tailors: one married 
the daughter of a capper, one married the daughter of a shoemaker or draper and the 
third, less obviously, married a shipwright’s daughter. Another shipwright, Richard 
Goughe, was the husband of merchant Richard Swetman’s daughter, Ann. Only 
one orphan girl is recorded as marrying a gentleman: shoemaker’s daughter, Alice 
Gower, had married Robert Taynte by 1598.'® 

Only three of the 36 orphan girls registered after 1560 married men who were 
described as being from outside the town. Joan Rogers, daughter of Edmund, 
innholder, married Robert Methelin, a leatherseller from London; merchant Thomas 
Young’s daughter Elizabeth married Ralph Ogave, a capper from Gloucester and 


' Thrupp, Merchant Class, p. 28. 

'8S Appendix, Table 5: Betrothals or Marriages of Orphan Girls. 

'8¢ Office holders were: William Tyndall (ROR, f.106r), Robert Smythe (ROR, f.124v), William Yeman 
(ROR, f.128v), Richard Rogers (ROR, f.280r), Walter Davys (ROR, f.28 Ir). 

'87 James Lee, ‘Political Communication in Early Tudor England’, pp. 248-9, 274, has shown how civic 
power was monopolised by an elite group so that a division was established between them and other 
strata of society. 

'88 Appendix, Table 5: Betrothals or Marriages of Orphan Girls. 
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Matilda, daughter of Thomas Gryffyth, merchant, married Robert Bentley of 
Banbury, a mercer.'”” 

In addition to the 70 betrothals or marriages of orphan girls which feature in 
ROR between 1333 and 1602, a further 21 orphan girls are recorded as claiming 
their inheritances in their own right as opposed to through their husbands, so that 
altogether 90 girls, or almost 27.6% of the total number of girls, are recorded as 
claiming their portions.'*' In contrast, only 72 boys are recorded as claiming their 
inheritances out of a total of 340, or 21.4%. When taken together with the recorded 
deaths of 30 boys (8.9%) and 21 girls (6.4%), the evidence is suggestive of a slightly 
higher death rate amongst boys.'** However, since the futures of 238 boys (70%) and 
211 girls (65.5%) are unrecorded, any conclusions can be no more than speculative. 

Only one illegitimate child is explicitly mentioned: Katherine, the ‘base-born’ 
daughter of William Yeman, glover. Perhaps surprisingly, in 1574, Yeman’s widow, 
Joan, was given custody of Katherine, together with two legitimate children. Joan 
duly handed over to the chamberlain Katherine’s inheritance of £5, a quarter of the 
amount left to her five legitimate half-siblings and in 1579 Katherine acknowledged 
receipt of her inheritance.'” 

In summary, evidence from the Bristol recognizances shows that, although the 
orphans of burgesses were all relatively privileged, there was considerable variation 
in their wealth and status. In the fourteenth century, mortality was high, particularly 
during plague years, so that single orphans were common in families, daughters 
were often betrothed or married at a young age and the death of sons meant that some 
family names disappeared. By the end of the sixteenth century, recognizances show 
an increase in the average family size, although outbreaks of disease still caused 
peaks in the numbers of deaths and recognizances taken. Orphan girls married men 
from similar backgrounds to their fathers, as reflected by their husbands’ positions in 
the civic hierarchy in the fourteenth century and by their occupations in the sixteenth 
century. There is no evidence, either in the fourteenth or the sixteenth centuries, that 
more than a few orphaned burgess girls married men from outside Bristol or from 
the gentry class. 

The recognizances taken for orphans were administrative, legal documents 
whose main purpose was to protect their property. They reveal nothing of the 
emotions experienced or the grief suffered by those Bristol children on the loss of 
a father. However, by examining the effects of bereavement on orphans’ mothers or 
stepmothers, the consequences for the whole family following the death of a burgess 
become clearer. 


' ROR, ff. 88v, 273v, 105r. 

'! Appendix, Table 4: Orphans’ Claims of Inheritance and Age of Majority; Table 5: Betrothals or 
Marriages of Orphan Girls. 

' Appendix, Table 3: Recorded Deaths among Orphans and Ages where Known. 

' ROR, f.128v. 
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The Women 
Female Benefactors 


Few Bristol women left wills in late medieval and early modern Bristol. Of the 448 
Bristol wills recorded between 1379 and 1600 and summarised by Wadley, only 40, 
or 8.92%, were made by women and, of those, only six were wills made by married 
women rather than widows.'™ Similarly, few women were named in recognizances 
as bequeathing legacies to orphans. In the fourteenth century, nine out of 142 families 
received bequests identified as being from women (6.33%), compared with one out 
of 39 families (2.56%) in the fifteenth century and seven out of 118 sixteenth-century 
families (5.93%).'°° 

In the fourteenth-century recognizances, inheritance through the mother is 
sometimes evident. In 1333, Margaret and Christina Curteys were left jewellery and 
household goods by their mother and property by their father, and, in 1355, Agnes 
Wale was similarly left unspecified goods and chattels by her mother and a tenement 
by her father.'*° Goods and chattels were also left to Thomas Monynge by his mother 
in 1362 and to John Thorp by Alice Coteler, whose relationship to him is unclear, 
in 1367. In the recognizance taken for orphans Margaret and Joan Albon in 1349, 
Margaret, aged five, was named the sole heir of Thomas and his late wife Joan, with 
a much larger fortune than her six-month-old sister Joan junior, daughter of widow 
Agnes Albon. Margaret’s larger portion presumably came through her late mother, 
Joan, and was administered by a separate guardian, while Margaret’s half-sister, 
Joan junior, was in the custody of widow Agnes. By 1355, however, Margaret had 
died and so Joan, her younger half-sister, inherited Margaret’s considerable legacy.'*” 
Christina Medeweye’s marriage portion of £4 possibly came from her godmother in 
1356 and Thomas Fayreford was described as the heir of his mother, Margaret, in 
1357, and inherited a property from her.'* John Beaumeys junior in 1360 inherited 
£14 of silver from his late father and, from his mother, who subsequently died, two 
tenements and two shops. By 1370 young John had also died and his father’s bequest 
of £14 passed to John’s stepfather, although there is no record of the fate of his late 
mother’s bequest of property.'” 

In the fifteenth and sixteenth centuries, grandmothers feature as benefactors. John 
Byrd inherited a legacy from his grandmother, Joan Forde, in 1472, as did the four 
Adney children from their grandmother Agnes Richarde in 1575 and the Elliott boys 
from their grandmother Elizabeth Slocombe in 1587.” The gifts of living widows 
were also recorded in ROR: for example, in 1575 Margaret Harbert, out of love 
for her daughters, added to her late husband’s bequest to them, and in 1584 Alice 
Crompe, widow, gave £4 to her son George to pay for an apprenticeship.*! The 
relationship between two female benefactors and their legatees is unclear: Alice 


' See GRB, Introduction (Part 1), pp. 57-9. 

5 See ROR, f.5r (Curteis, 1333); f.20r (Albon, 1349); f.28v (Wale, 1355); f.31v (Medeweye, 1356); 
f.32v (Fayreford, 1357); f.35r (Beaumys, 1360); f.39v (Honybourn, 1362); f.41v (Monynge, 1362); f.44r 
(Thorp, 1367); f.82v (Byrd, 1472); f.130r (Adneys, 1575); f.131r (Harbert, 1575; Stone, 1575); f.263r 
(Crompe, 1584); f.264r (Hamond, 1585); f.271r (Slocombe, 1587); f.288r (Saull, 1590). 
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Foye left money to Alice and Joan Stone in 1575 and Julian Roberts left money to 
Agnes Saull in 1590; in both cases the donors may have been grandmothers.” 

The fact that so few women, especially wives, left wills, or evidence of the 
part they played in contributing to the fortunes of orphans, highlights the relative 
economic powerlessness of women. When a burgess father died, his children were 
declared orphans and recognizances were taken to protect their property. When a 
Bristol burgess’s wife predeceased her husband, it seems that he automatically took 
control of her property and that of their children or stepchildren, and in no instance 
recorded in the Bristol ROR was a living father appointed as guardian to administer 
the estate of his late wife and their children. Widows were able to exercise a little 
more independence, but financial control rested primarily with men. Even when 
women were appointed as guardians, their position could be precarious and was 
always underwritten by men. 


Widows as Guardians 


Customary law in Bristol, as in London, meant that fourteenth- and fifteenth-century 
widows with children received a third part of their late husband’s goods on his death, 
or a half if there were no children, and it seems that a similar arrangement continued 
into the sixteenth century.” On the death of her husband, a burgess’s widow, for 
the rest of her life and even on remarriage, was entitled to a third part of the lands 
and tenements her late husband owned at the time of their marriage. She also had 
the right, known as freebench, to remain in their joint home until she died, unless 
she remarried. These two rights were the widow’s dower, which reverted to her 
late husband’s heirs on her death. In addition, a citizen’s widow with children was 
entitled to /egitim or a third of her late husband’s moveable goods which were hers 
absolutely, to use as and when she pleased. As a result of this entitlement, many of 
the widows named in recognizances were wealthy women. Almost all of the widows 
whose names appear in the recognizances were either themselves the guardians of 
orphans or the wives of stepfathers who took over the care of their children. 

The wording of recognizances shows that guardians were usually given the 
physical care of orphans and responsibility for their upbringing, as well as the 
protection of their inheritances. The named guardian, in the Guildhall and before 
the mayor, acknowledged taking custody of the body of the orphan [recognovit se 
recepisse custodiam corporis], indicating that the orphan lived with the guardian. 
In addition, the orphan is often described as being already in the guardian’s custody 
[in custodia sua existens|. The guardian also promised to provide for and instruct 
the orphans. Since the guardian had physical care of the ward and responsibility for 
their upbringing, it follows that the orphan almost certainly lived with the guardian. 
Sometimes the guardian was named in the will of the late burgess, sometimes they 


202 ROR, ff.1311, 288r. 

3 See GRB, Introduction (Part 1), pp. 46-52; Caroline M. Barron, ‘Introduction: The Widow’s World 
in Later Medieval London’ in Medieval London Widows 1300-1500, ed. Caroline M. Barron and Anne 
F. Sutton, (London and Rio Grande, OH, 1994), pp. xvii-xxi. The continuation into the sixteenth century 
of a widow’s entitlement to one third of her late husband’s estate is suggested in the case of the widow 
of Thomas Pollington. His estate was valued at £900, and she was awarded £300 in 1591 (ROR, f.254v 
and p. 12 above). 
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were an executor or overseer of the will.” Otherwise, it may be assumed that the 


mayor chose the guardian, who was able to withdraw if he or she so wished.”” The 
appointed guardian was almost certainly someone who could not benefit from the 
death of the orphans.” 


Late Medieval Widow Guardians and Split Families 


Previous studies of medieval orphans in England have stressed the efforts made 
by the civic authorities to keep families together. Charles Carlton, writing of the 
London Court of Orphans, stated that, in the later Middle Ages, it ‘tried to do all 
it could to further the welfare of its wards’ and fostered children with relatives 
whenever possible.’ Barbara Hanawalt consulted The London Letter Books to 
investigate approximately 2,000 wardship cases in London in the fourteenth and 
fifteenth centuries. Like Carlton, she believed that ‘London’s laws were remarkably 
caring’ and she wrote of ‘the tender treatment of citizens’ orphans’ and concluded 
that ‘the mayor and aldermen seem to have made an attempt to keep the children 
with kin’ and ‘the incidence of siblings being separated was low’.”” Elaine Clark 
included data about Bristol orphans from ROR together with that from The London 
Letter Books in her study of Bristol and London orphans from 1300 and 1424. Like 
Hanawalt, she concluded that the needs of mothers were recognized and ‘fully half 
of these children [orphans and wards] came to live either with mothers or in the 
custody of grandparents, uncles, aunts and brothers of legal age.’ Despite the very 
high percentage of men holding the guardianship of orphans in both London and 
Bristol, ‘few burgesses underestimated the influence of women’ because they helped 
create the new stepfamilies in which these children lived.”” 

Almost half of the Bristol orphans for whom recognizances were taken in the 
fourteenth and fifteenth centuries (44%) remained in the care of their mother, either 
as a widow or through the custody of a stepfather, and in almost a quarter of families 
(23%), custody was granted to the surviving widow.'° This evidence might seem to 
support that of previous research. However, the system was not as benign as it might 
at first appear. There are 34 cases throughout the whole period where siblings were 
separated from each other and placed with different guardians.”"' 

It seems likely that stepchildren were given separate guardians and so removed 
from their half-siblings. This is probably the case with the Iweyn children in 1358, 
where the four-year-old and the one-year-old remained with the widow while the 
15-year-old, probably a stepchild, had another guardian.”!” Similarly, in 1381, the 
Jeweler children were divided, with the older two, aged eight and three and a half, 


4 For example, in 1396 John Russell specified in his will that his son Edmund should be under the 
control of Walter Seymour and in 1405 Robert Lygh’s three daughters were under the guardianship of 
John Blekker, his executor, although his wife Margaret was living when he made his will in 1401. John 
Hertesbury’s executor, John Yhevell, was named guardian to his daughter in 1422. (ROR, ff.64v, 69v, 
75v; Wadley, Wills, nos. 95, 119 and 206). 

°° John Wodhull’s guardian, his brother Roger, voluntarily asked to be relieved of his responsibility in 
1360 (see ROR, f.34v). 

206 See above, p. 10 and footnote 45. 

*°7 See Carlton, Court of Orphans, pp. 21,19, 27 (Table 3). 

8 Hanawalt, Growing Up, pp. 89, 90, 95,105. 

°° Clark, ‘City Orphans’, p. 186. 

210 Appendix: Table 7: Widows and Stepfathers as Guardians, 1333-1592 

*!| Appendix: Table 6: Separation of Orphan Siblings, their Sex and their Ages where Given. 

* ROR, f.33v. 
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having different guardians from the two-year-old, who remained with her mother.”!? 
A similar pattern can be seen in the case of the Dernefords and the Chapleyns in 
1389 and 1390.7 Where widows remarried, their own, younger children were 
transferred to the stepfather’s custody while older stepchildren were given separate 
guardians. For example, the three young Hoper boys, aged six months, one and a 
half years and three years old, were all separated upon the death of their father in 
1377. Margaret Hoper, widow of Peter, retained guardianship of her baby but his two 
young brothers or stepbrothers were handed to separate male guardians.”!* Again, in 
1389 only Walter Michell’s youngest orphan, aged two and a half, was placed in the 
care of his stepfather; his two brothers or stepbrothers, aged six and 15, had other, 
different guardians and in 1422 the two eldest of the six Frere children were in the 
custody of their father’s executor while the four younger orphans were in the care 
of their stepfather.”'° 

On the death of a burgess, orphans in the fourteenth century would usually be 
separated from their stepmother and any half-siblings.”'’ The reasons for this practice 
are clear. The stepmothers under consideration here were widows with children, 
whose husbands had children from an earlier union. A stepmother with ambitions 
for her own children might be considered a risk. In view of the ‘wicked stepmother’ 
stereotype, which existed in the literature of the time, this separation of orphans from 
stepmother is not surprising, especially when, according to feudal law, a mother 
herself had no automatic right to guardianship.”'* 

The separation of half-siblings, whilst it may seem harsh, was perhaps 
understandable in view of the need to protect their inheritances.’'? Yet there is 
evidence in the recognizances of widows being separated from their own children. 
In 1337, Alice Forstal had custody of four-year-old Simon but not of three-year- 
old William, which seems cruel to both William and his mother unless he was an 
illegitimate child.” Beatrice Pershton, widow of William, was not given custody 
of either of his sons, aged five and four in 1368, although at the time she was 
clearly still living, for when young Thomas died the following year, part of his 


23 ROR, f.56v. 

14 ROR, ff.60r, 60v. 

75 ROR, f.52v. 

716 ROR, ff.61r, 74v, 75v, 76r. 

°7 Half-siblings were usually given different guardians in Ghent at this time. See David Nicholas, 
The Domestic Life of a Medieval City: Women, Children and the Family in Fourteenth Century Ghent 
(Lincoln and London, 1939), p.116. 

218 For portrayals of wicked step-mothers in the fourteenth-century stories of Beues of Hampton and of 
William of Palerne, see Noel James Menuge, ‘A Few Home Truths: The Medieval Mother as Guardian in 
Romance and Law’ in Medieval Women and the Law, ed. Noel James Menuge (Woodbridge, 2000), pp. 
77-104; for a widow’s right to custody of her children, see Sue Sheridan Walker, ‘Widow and Ward: The 
Feudal Law of Child Custody in Medieval England’ in Feminist Studies, Vol. 3, no 3 (Spring-Summer, 
1976), pp. 104-116. 

29 There are a couple of exceptions to the generally observed practice of removing orphans from the care 
of their stepmother. In 1341, Alice le Haukare had custody of both of her husband’s sons, aged 20 and a 
half years and one-year-old. It seems unlikely that the older boy was Alice’s; perhaps he was thought to be 
old enough to look after himself in the short time before he achieved his majority or it may be that Alice 
was considered capable of bearing a financial responsibility that was of such short duration. There is also 
the case of illegitimate Katherine Yeman in 1575, who was under the guardianship of her father’s widow 
while three of his six children were in the custody of other guardians. These two cases suggest that the 
financial criterion may have been the deciding factor in the choice of a guardian. 
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inheritance came to her, as executor of her late husband. In some cases, it is 
possible that the mother died between the death of the father and registering the 
recognizance. This could have happened in the case of the Solers children, whose 
mother Agnes was designated guardian by her dying husband. In May 1403, seven 
months after his death, Agnes’s one-year-old and his three siblings were placed in 
the care of their brother-in-law, while her two-and-a-half-year-old was made the 
ward of another guardian.”” If Agnes was still alive, this seems like harsh treatment. 
Mothers themselves sometimes, although not always, appear to have been denied 
guardianship; this was true in fourteenth-century Ghent and Jenny Kermode has 
shown that it was also the case in Yorkshire.” 

The fourteenth- and fifteenth-century evidence indicates that continuity of care 
for an orphan by a mother or stepmother was not always a priority, possibly because 
the mother or stepmother was not thought able to protect the orphan’s inheritance. 
The wills of John Russell and John Mulward, proved in 1396 and 1398 respectively, 
designated guardians who were not their surviving widows for their children, aged 
nine and four respectively.°* Whether the widow was mother or stepmother, she 
would have lost the care of these children. Joan Hurdeman was certainly the mother 
of Agnes, aged 17, and her sister Elizabeth, aged 13, yet she was given guardianship 
of only the older girl in 1422.7 This might suggest a lack of confidence in Joan’s 
ability to guarantee Elizabeth’s inheritance over a period of time, while Agnes would 
presumably soon be married. 

In those recognizances where widows were given guardianship of young children, 
the fourteenth-century evidence suggests that this may often have been for limited 
duration. Of more than 41 orphans recorded in recognizances at the time of the Black 
Death in 1349-50, only two were placed in the custody of their widowed mothers, 
Letitia le Haukere and Agnes Albon, and in both cases a baby under one year old 
was involved.” Letitia’s daughter Margaret was one month old when Letitia was 
named her guardian and also guardian to six-year-old Richard. When Margaret was 
six, both she and Richard were given different guardians, but Margaret died within 
two years and her inheritance passed to her brother. Agnes Albon’s daughter Joan 
was six months old when widow Agnes became her guardian, but Joan’s stepsister, 
five-year-old Margaret, was given a different guardian. However, Margaret was dead 
within three years and her considerable fortune went to her younger stepsister, whose 
guardianship passed from her mother first to Richard le Spicer and then to Elias 
Spelly when Joan was six and a quarter. In both of these cases, guardianship passed 
from the mother when the child was around six. It is possible that the widows Letitia 
and Agnes had died or had married the new guardians, but the most likely reason is 
that the orphans were considered old enough to be placed with new guardians at this 
time. This supposition is strengthened by several further examples in ROR where 
the guardianship of a widow in the fourteenth century was subsequently replaced 
without any reason being given. For example, in 1345 Joan Fairmay’s mother was 


' ROR, f.45r. 

> ROR, f.68r. 

»3 Nicholas, The Domestic Life of a Medieval City, pp. 109-129; J. Kermode, Medieval Merchants: York, 
Beverley and Hull in the Later Middle Ages (Cambridge, 1998), pp. 98-9. 

24 Wadley, Wills, nos. 95, 100. 

»5 Joan Boughan married William Hurdeman in 1404 and he died in 1422 (Wadley, Wills, no. 189; ROR, 
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replaced as her guardian when she was nine years old; one-year-old Isabel Westram 
was in the care of a nurse in 1349 but given a new guardian at the age of eight 
and John Lyndraper was also given a new guardian in 1354 at the age of nine.””” 
The guardianship of Alice Carpenter was given to Thomas Benet, canon of Wells, 
as stipulated in her father Thomas’s will, given in 1397 when she must have been 
one year old at most. As her mother Margaret was co-executor with Benet, she was 
certainly living when her husband died, and it is possible that she shared the care of 
Alice under the protection of Benet, but when her daughter was eight years old in 
1406 a new guardian was appointed who then took control of the child.” 

There is evidence in ROR pointing to the vulnerability of widow guardians in the 
fifteenth century. Joan Smythe, widow of Giles, in her ‘pure widowhood’ in 1464 
was given custody of her five children, but the recognizance was almost immediately 
cancelled on the grounds that stronger securities were needed; the new recognizance 
which was drawn up does not mention Joan. Testamentary evidence shows that 
Joan subsequently married one of the guarantors of this new recognizance, perhaps 
in order to retain control of her own children.” Dame Maud Baker had problems 
with her guardianship, necessitating the intervention of the Chancery court, when 
the recognizances taken for her six children were all cancelled in 1498 and new 
guarantors were appointed.*” 

Maud Baker is the only clear example of a widow who, at the request of her late 
husband Thomas, chose to remain single: she took an oath of celibacy, becoming 
a vowess or ‘lady by profession to the mantle and the ring’.”*! Although she was a 
woman of means in her own right, as shown by her will of 1504, it seems probable 
that Maud committed her children’s fortunes to the protection of the master of St 
Mark’s church, or the Gaunts, as it was known after its founder.’” In each of the 
recognizances taken for her six children in 1493, she acknowledged that she was 
indebted to both the master, Thomas Tyler, and the brothers of St Mark’s, as well 
as to each child, for the sum of £76 13s. 4d. This was the value of each child’s 
portion as recorded in Thomas Baker’s will, which suggests that Maud handed 
over the children’s inheritance to the master and brothers for safe keeping. Mary 
Erler has shown that the Gaunts provided a refuge for widows at this time: Joan, 
widow of mayor William Regent, and a contemporary of Maud’s, was resident there 


27 ROR, ff.6v, 171, 28r. 

8 ROR, f.67r. These cases suggest that a child as young as six was considered old enough to leave its 
mother. See Barbara Hanawalt, ‘Medievalists and the Study of Childhood’ for a summary of studies of 
medieval childhood and, in particular, different stages of childhood. 

2 ROR, f.79v; ‘Will of George Smith, merchant of Bristol, 1490’, ed. Margaret M. Condon and Evan T. 
Jones (University of Bristol, 2011) https://research-information.bris.ac.uk/files/3258829/201 |smithwill. 
pdf [accessed 01/12/2019] 

°° ROR, ff. 99v-102r. Similar cases were recorded in London where vowess Alice Lynn had money 
problems and retained guardianship of only two of her five children, while widow Margaret Croke 
experienced financial difficulties and depression and her children did not prosper. Mary C. Erler, “Three 
Fifteenth-Century Vowesses’ and Kay Lacey, ‘Margaret Croke (d.1491)’ in Medieval London Widows 
1300-1500, eds. Barron and Sutton, pp. 165-181, 143-164, at pp. 168, 157, 161. 

3! ROR, ff. 99v-102r; ASR 1, p. 22. 

° Rose Graham, ‘The Hospital of St. Mark, Billeswick, called Gaunt’s Hospital’ in Victoria County 
History, Gloucestershire, Vol. 2, ed. William Page (London, 1907), pp. 114-18. 
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between 1499 and 1503.*? Another contemporary, widow Katherine Beell, in her 
recognizance of 1493 acknowledged a debt of 100 marks to Thomas Tyler and the 
brothers of St Mark’s, again the same amount as her late husband’s bequest to his 
three children. In Katherine’s case, however, within a year of her husband’s death 
she had married John Morys, gentleman, who acknowledged his debt to both the 
orphans and to the master and brothers of St Mark’s.’* The precise nature of the 
relationship that Maud Baker and Katherine Beell had with the Gaunts is not clear. It 
is possible that, like Joan Regent, they were resident there, although Maud Baker’s 
will of 1504 makes no mention of St Mark’s, while her devotion to her parish church 
of All Saints is manifest.”*? What seems clear, though, is that Maud required some 
protection for her children’s inheritance. 

The fourteenth- and fifteenth-century recognizances show that, whatever their 
previous circumstances, the death of a burgess resulted in profound changes for his 
widow and children. If the orphans had been cared for by a stepmother, they would 
almost certainly be separated from her and from any younger half-siblings. If their 
widowed mother failed to remarry, they might remain in her care but would also very 
likely be transferred to the custody of a male guardian. If their mother remarried, 
they would at least remain with her, but would be in the custody of a stepfather who, 
as guardian, also controlled their inheritance. 


Sixteenth-Century Widow Guardians 


Fewer widows became guardians in the later sixteenth century than in the fourteenth, 
although in the later period many more relatives of orphans can be identified as 
guardians, including four grandmothers.”*° There are fewer recorded cases of split 
guardianship within families in the sixteenth century.’ Between 1333 and 1408 
there were 17 cases of split guardianship out of a total of 64 families with two or 
more children (26.5%), while in the sixteenth century there were 15 cases out of 
79 families (18.9%). Since families were generally larger by the sixteenth century, 
this represents a clear change. The most obvious reason is the increased numbers of 


°33 Mary Erler, ‘Widows in Retirement: Religion, Patronage, Spirituality, Reading at the Gaunts, Bristol’, 
Religion & Literature, Vol. 37, no. 2 (Summer, 2005), pp. 51-75. Similar arrangements were made at 
St Bartholomew’s Hospital in London in the thirteenth century for the children of Christine, widow of 
Walter de Chaure. She handed over the property bequeathed to her two sons to the hospital, which was to 
be returned to them when they came of age. See Susan Steuer, ‘Family Strategies in Medieval London: 
Financial Planning and the Urban Widow, 1123-1473’, Essays in Medieval Studies: Children and the 
Family in the Middle Ages, ed. Nicole Clifton, Proceedings of the Illinois Medieval Association, Vol. 12 
(Chicago, 1996), pp. 81-93. 

4 ROR, f.103v. 

5 See Burgess, ‘The Right Ordering of Souls’, pp. 143-7; ASR 1, pp. 19-21, 22-3; ASR 2, pp. 127, 130; 
ASR 3, pp. 33-9. 

236 Appendix: Table 7: Widows and Stepfathers as Guardians, 1333-1592. In 1576, Welthian Bette, widow 
of Thomas, yeoman, was responsible for his bequest of an unspecified amount, but certainly less than £30, 
to his grandchildren (ROR, f.143r). In 1586, Joan Pitte, widow of William, was bound to pay his bequests 
to his grandchildren and in the preceding year, Elizabeth Shuttleworth, widow of William, brewer, was 
bound to pay his five grandchildren a total of £20, but a marginal note shows that this obligation was 
cancelled when Elizabeth married Robert Stone and the guardianship passed to the children’s father, John 
Shuttleworth (ROR, ff.267v, 270r). In 1590, Mary Gittens, widow of William and maternal grandmother 
to George and William Colston, was responsible for their inheritance from him (ROR, f.284v). 

37 Appendix, Table 6: Separation of Orphan Siblings, their Sex and their Ages where Given. 
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widows who apparently remarried in the sixteenth century and whose new husbands 
took over custody of their children. It seems likely that stepsiblings were often still 
separated and put in the care of different guardians. For example, in 1566, the two 
eldest of the eight Suche children were in the custody of Robert Smythe whilst 
their six younger siblings remained in the care of their stepfather, but after this date 
ages of orphans are not usually given and so it is more difficult to surmise on what 
basis families were divided.** In 1581, one of Richard Langford’s daughters, Mary, 
was given a different guardian to his other three children who were wards of their 
stepfather. It seems likely that Mary had a different mother, but since no ages are 
given it is difficult to confirm this.”” 


The Wealth of Widow Guardians 


There is no obvious correlation between the value of an inheritance and the 
assignment of guardianship to widows, or evidence that only wealthier widows 
became guardians. Joan Atte Welle, widow of John, in 1360 was given custody of a 
daughter whose portion was valued at £10 while in 1362 young Robert Yerdeley’s 
inheritance was valued at only £4 when his mother became his guardian.” In 
contrast, in 1340 Margaret Wisman had custody of three children with a combined 
fortune of £83 11s. and goods and chattels and at least five shops, and in 1387 Agnes 
Tedistille, widow of Walter, was guardian to two girls with fortunes of £100 each.™! 
In the sixteenth century, as in the previous two centuries, widow guardians were 
responsible for inheritances which varied in value. In 1575 the widows of George 
Hunt, whittawer, and Simon Harbert, brewer, were responsible for fortunes of only 
£22 13s. 4d. and £4 respectively, while, in contrast, Elizabeth Boydell, widow of 
John, a vintner, in 1576 was put in charge of eight orphans and their considerable 
collective inheritance of £200.” 


The Remarriage of Widows 


Itis clear that widows were often denied guardianship of their children or stepchildren 
in the fourteenth century, yet at that time more widows were appointed as guardians 
than in the sixteenth century: 20.3% of the total number of guardians compared with 
8.6%.** In the sixteenth century, however, far more stepfathers became guardians. 
Between 1333 and 1408, widows were appointed guardians in almost a quarter of 
families compared to less than 15% of families between 1525-1592, whereas over a 
quarter of families in the latter period had stepfather guardians, contrasting with just 
under 17% of families in the earlier period. 

Throughout the whole period under consideration, remarriage was almost 
certainly more common for widows with underage children than for those without, 
and these data suggest that remarriage was more popular in the sixteenth century 


8 ROR, f.124y. 

°° ROR, f.158r. An exception is the case of the four Pollington orphans, whose father Thomas died in 
November 1589 (ROR, f.254v). All of them were placed in the care of their stepfather Edward Bosden, 
gentleman, who married Thomas’s widow, Susanna, although it seems clear from Thomas’s will that the 
two older children were by his first wife, Elizabeth. 

© ROR, ff.35r, 40r. 

| ROR, ff.10r, 59r. 

*” ROR, ff.130r, 131r, 146v. 

3 Appendix: Table 7: Widows and Stepfathers as Guardians, 1333-1592. 
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than in the fourteenth.“ This could be for a number of reasons. The apparent trend 
may be no more than a reflection of a more conscientious system of recording or 
amending recognizances. It could be that some of the earlier male guardians were 
also stepfathers but not named as such in recognizances or that recognizances were 
not amended when widows remarried. Katherine Hunt, for example, is entered in 
ROR as a widow guardian to her six-year-old son in 1389, the year of her husband’s 
death, with no indication that she later remarried, but testamentary evidence 
reveals that she subsequently married Henry Calf who had been guarantor of her 
son’s legacy and who died in 1394 when her son was 11.”° However, if the data in 
ROR reflect a real increase in the number of Bristol widows who remarried in the 
sixteenth century, it could be because there had been a dearth of marriageable men 
immediately following epidemics in the fourteenth century. The greater number of 
widow guardians in the earlier period might also be a reflection of the smaller family 
size then, when, for practical and financial reasons, it was easier for a widow to be 
granted guardianship of a single child, or perhaps the roles of single women became 
more restricted in the sixteenth century.” 

Widowed mothers may sometimes have remarried to protect the financial interests 
of their children. Katherine Hunt and Joan Smythe, in the fourteenth and fifteenth 
centuries, both married men who were guardians or guarantors of their children’s 
legacies.” By 1583, the unnamed widow of John Hollaster had married Giles 
Byttfield, guardian to her two children.”* The popularity of remarriage and the 
infrequency of a testator’s request that his widow should remain unmarried suggest 
that single status was not often considered an option for widows with children, either 
by the widows themselves or by their late husbands. 

In How the Wise Man Taught his Son, a late medieval didactic poem, a father warns 
that, after his death, ‘he that was not of hys kyn / Hath his wijf and al that there is.’*” 
The remarriage of his widow was not obviously in the interests of a burgess, since 
her new husband would probably become guardian to his children and thus acquire 
their inheritance until they came of age. The stepfather would also gain possession of 
the widow’s dower, a third of her late husband’s property for her life. Occasionally, 
testators made their opposition to remarriage of their widows clear. John Mulward 
in 1398 bequeathed his wife Joan half a bushel of flour a week ‘so long as she 
shall live in pure widowhood’ but on her remarriage it would be given to his son’s 
chosen guardian, to be used for his support.” In 1492, Thomas Baker senior also 
stipulated that, in the event of his children dying, his wife could only inherit their 
portions if she should remain unmarried.”*! Joan White, the widow of a shoemaker 


*4 See Caroline Barron, Medieval London Widows 1300 — 1500, pp. xxiv-xxv on the frequency of 
remarriage among medieval widows. Hanawalt found that 53 out of 104 or 50% of widowed mothers 
remarried in London between 1329 and 1408, 10% more than during a similar period in Bristol. See 
Barbara A. Hanawalt, ‘Remarriage as an Option for Urban and Rural Widows in Late Medieval England’, 
Wife and Widow in Medieval England, ed. Sue Sheridan-Walker (Ann Arbor, MI, 1993), pp. 141-164 at 
p. 150. 

5 ROR, f.61v; Wadley, Wills, no. 38. 

*6 This would accord with Barron’s view, that women enjoyed a ‘Golden Age’ from about 1370-1470, 
largely as the result of demographic decline following the Black Death, followed by greater restriction 
in the sixteenth century. See Caroline Barron, Medieval London Widows, 1300-1500, pp xiv and xxxiv. 
47 ROR, ff.61v, 79v. 

8 ROR, f.152v. 

*” The Babees Book, p. 192, 1.133-4. 

2 Wadley, Wills, no. 100. 

*! ASR 3, p.31. 
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and innholder, took custody of his four children in 1576, together with a legacy to 
them of £10 each.”” Joan was required to pay rent of 6s. 8d. per annum to the son, 
Thomas, and use his £10 to ‘fynde him at schole’, but should she remarry, then she 
would have to pay £20 to each of the three daughters. Perhaps not surprisingly, Joan 
did not remarry, but in 1583 she handed over the guardianship of the remaining three 
orphans to her son-in-law, John Woodwarde, husband to her daughter Joyce. This 
same John was a witness to Joan’s will when she died in 1592. 

The few examples above, however, stand out as exceptional. Why, then, did so 
many widows remarry and so few dying husbands ask them not to? It seems to 
have been accepted as inevitable that a widow would remarry, despite the possible 
consequences for her dead husband’s family. The will of former mayor Thomas 
Cogan, proved in 1486, illustrates both his assumption that his wife would remarry 
and also that his children’s inheritance would be protected. He left bequests to his 
children in the hands of his wife Agnes ‘tille the tyme that she marie and whan she 
marieth to be putte in sur handes for their suertee’.** Three years later, Agnes was 
married to Nicholas Broun, a future mayor and someone with very ‘sur handes’. 

There are other possible reasons why many widows remarried. Some may 
have been the young widows of older men and not ready to settle for widowhood. 
Kowaleski, using evidence from Bristol wills of 1392-1405, where 82% of male 
testators predeceased their wives, argues that this was the case in Bristol, and the 
Menagier de Paris, writing at the end of the fourteenth century, had no doubt that 
his much younger wife would remarry when he died.”* Widows with children had 
proved their fertility and wealthy widows were also attractive prospects for ambitious 
men: even schoolboys were aware of this.”° Marriage was seen as the natural state 
for women and a widow alone was a likely target for scandal or bullying.””’ 

It seems unlikely that the widows of wealthy men were actively coerced into 
marriage. Maud Baker’s decision to remain single suggests freedom of choice in her 
case, and the doctrine of consensual marriage was disseminated by the church.** 
Chaucer’s Wife of Bath and Marjorie Kempe both present models of independent 
medieval women who exercised influence over their husbands. However, the choices 
available to widows with young children were almost certainly constrained. Only 
the wealthiest widows with children had the option of remaining single and most 
widows probably had little choice but to remarry if they wished to guarantee the 
inheritances of their children and retain care of them. 


The Speed of Remarriage 


The speed with which a widow remarried can sometimes be calculated by the age of 
her youngest child as recorded in the recognizance: if the child of the late burgess 


2 ROR, f.143r. 

23 Wadley, Wills, no. 432. 

°4 GRB 3, pp. 154-5 for the will of Thomas Cogan and the recognizance taken by Nicholas Broun for 
the Cogan orphans. 

°° Maryanne Kowaleski, ‘The History of Urban Families in Medieval England’, p. 55; Eileen Power, 
Medieval People, \0th edn (London and New York, 1963), pp. 98, 105. 

26 Nicholas Orme, English School Exercises 1420-1530 (Toronto, 2013), pp. 225-6, 6:104 a) and b). 

257 Mavis Mate, Daughters, Wives and Widows after the Black Death: Women in Sussex, 1350-1535 
(Woodbridge, 1998), pp. 130-1. 

8 Jacqueline Murray, ‘Individualism and Consensual Marriage: Some Evidence from Medieval 
England’ in Women, Marriage and Family in Medieval Christendom, ed. Constance M. Rousseau and 
Joel T. Rosenthal (Michigan, 1998), pp. 121-151. 
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was one year old or younger when the widow’s remarriage was recorded, presumably 
she remarried very quickly.” In 1396, widow Agnes Carey had remarried by the 
time her daughter Alice was only nine months old and Joan Boughan’s daughter 
was just six months old by the time she had married William Hurdeman in 1404.2 
After 1379, where wills are available, the speed of remarriage can be estimated by 
calculating the time that elapsed between the date that the will of the burgess was 
given and the date of the recognizance taken as a result of the widow’s remarriage. 
Unless there is evidence of the actual date of death, the date on which the will was 
given has been used to represent the date of a burgess’s death because it gives the 
latest date on which the burgess was alive, and probably at the point of death.**! The 
estimated time lapse between the death of a burgess and the remarriage of his widow, 
as shown in Appendix Table 8, is an outside estimate, since the making of the will 
might have preceded death by some time.”” Also, the recording of remarriage of 
the widow in recognizances and the allocation of guardianship to the new husband, 
although obligatory, sometimes occurred some time after the event, if at all, since 
payment was required to amend a recognizance.” For example, the marriage of 
John Beste, Hugh Frompton’s executor, to Hugh’s widow Matilda was only recorded 
in October 1363 when her son John Frompton died, although the marriage had most 
probably occurred earlier. Similarly, Joan Sampson was recorded as guardian to 
her son William, aged 11%, in 1387, but on William’s death, eight years later, his will 
shows that his mother had subsequently married John Burton. The recognizances 
record only that Burton was William’s executor and make no mention of the fact that 
he was also his stepfather, although this change in circumstances should have been 
recorded.”* In 1567 a recognizance was taken for the six Rogers orphans, children 
of Edmund, aged between 13 and two and a half years. Their mother, Eleanor, was 
made guardian. Only a marginal note reveals that all the children received their 
portions by 1582 at the hand of Richard Maye, who had married Eleanor, but there 
is no indication of when this marriage occurred.” 

In almost three quarters of the fourteenth-century families with stepfathers where 
the ages of orphans are given, the mother had at least one child aged three or under 
when she remarried (19 out of 26 or 73%) compared with 44% in the sixteenth 
century, or 8 out of 18 widows.”*’ Where the ages of orphans are given, it is clear 
that remarriage of widows with very young children was often completed very soon 
after the death of a husband. In the 1370s, Margaret Blanket, Agnes Viel and Joan 
Vyne all had one-year-olds and the orphan sons of Avicia Denebawd and Margaret 
Hoper were only six months old when they remarried.” Agnes Cary in 1396, Joan 


°° Appendix, Table 8: The Remarriage of Widows. 

° ROR, ff.64r, 69r. 

°61 Most wills were given on the deathbed. See P.J.P. Goldberg, Medieval England: A Social History 
1250-1550 (London, 2004), p. 85; Ralph Houlbrooke, Death, Religion and the Family in England 1480— 
1750 (Oxford, 1998), p. 91. John Holland was buried the day after his will was given in August 1575 (see 
ROR, f.151v). 

© For example, the recognizances taken for the children of Thomas Pollington (ROR, f.254v) state that 
he died on Ist November 1589. His will (Wadley, Wills, no. 427) was given in January 1587 and proved 
in May 1590. 

°63 Tn 1575, the cost of recording a change in recognizances was 12d., see GWB, pp. 125, 129. 

264 ROR, f.37v. 

6° ROR, f.58v, Wadley, Wills, no. 81. 

°° ROR, f. 88v. 

°67 Appendix, Table 8: The Remarriage of Widows. 

768 ROR, ff.48r, 53v, 47r, 52v. 
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Boughan in 1404, Katherine Beell in 1493, Joan Hill in 1562, Elizabeth Dowle 
in 1565 and Joan Alkyne in 1569 also had babies under one year old when they 
remarried.” Eleanor Hynde, with four children whose ages are unknown, seems to 
have remarried even before her late husband’s will was proved in November 1476 
and only six months elapsed between skinner John Fissher making his will and his 
widow’s remarriage in 1561.’” 

The speed of remarriage does not appear to correlate with the amount of money 
left to the orphans: Christina Halle in 1396 and Edith Palmer in 1406 were both 
left with a four-year-old child and £20 in cash, yet Christina remarried within nine 
months of her husband’s death while Edith waited over three years.””' In 1404, 
widow Joan Boughan remarried within seven months of her late husband’s death and 
with a legacy of £5 for her two children.”” In the following year, Katherine Kenfeke 
waited at most ten months before she remarried, but in her case her four children 
would inherit over £66 from their late father.7” There also seems to be no correlation 
between the number of children and the speed of remarriage. Joan Frere in 1421 and 
Agnes Cogan in 1489, both with similar legacies and both with four children, waited 
a maximum of 31 and 15 months respectively.’ Another explanation for the length 
of time between death of a husband and remarriage, apart from the wishes of the 
widow herself or irregularities in the recording system, might be the availability of a 
husband of appropriate wealth and status. 


The Consequences of Remarriage 


Regular remarriage led to complicated family configurations, evidence of which 
appears in the recognizances. For example, when William Boughan died his widow 
quickly married William Hurdeman in 1404, and when he died, she went on to marry 
Nicholas Devenyssh by 1423.7 When John Canynges died in 1405, he divided 
guardianship of his seven children between his widow Joan and two other guardians. 
His widow then remarried and had more children with Thomas Yonge, who himself 
had been previously married.’”° Serial remarriage, perhaps encouraged by a widow’s 
fear of separation from her children, led to the need for separate guardians to protect 
the interests of the issue of different families. 

Bristol widows often did well as a result of their new marriages. In the fourteenth 
and fifteenth centuries, half of the recorded widows’ marriages (20 out of 40) were 
to civic office-holders who appear in local government records.””” In cases where 
both late husbands and new husbands held office, it is clear that remarriage was often 
advantageous to widows (and their new husbands) in terms of social advancement. 
For example, Margaret Swell, whose husband John had been a common councillor 
in 1381, married Richard Hantisford in 1391, the same year that he became bailiff.?” 
In 1368, widows Agnes Carpenter and Margaret Love married bailiffs William 
Hayl and John Inhyne, although there is no evidence that their late husbands had 


°° ROR, ff.64r, 691, 103v, 88r, 108r, 119r. 

2 GRB 2, pp. 155-7; ROR, f.107r. 

°1! ROR, ff.64r, 70v. 

2? ROR, f.69r. 

3 ROR, f.69v. 

2 ROR, f.74v; GRB 3, p. 154. 

7 ROR, f.69r 

76 ROR, f.72r. 

°1” Appendix, Table 9: Highest Civic Office and Occupation of Fathers and Stepfathers of Orphans. 
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held any civic office.*” The same was true of the late husbands of Joan Robyns 
and Joan Hurdeman when these two widows remarried in 1422 and 1423; both of 
their new husbands, Hugh Wythyford and Nicholas Devenysch, went on to become 
mayor.” After mayor Nicholas Freme died, by 1447 his widow had married another 
mayor, Nicholas Hille, and Agnes, widow of mayor Thomas Cogan, did the same 
in 1489, marrying Nicholas Broune who followed in her late husband’s footsteps.”*! 
Occasionally, a widow’s new husband only reached the same civic level as her late 
husband rather than rising above it; this was the case with widows Agnes Brokeworth, 
in 1399, and Joan Ashe in 1464, both of whom were widows of bailiffs and whose 
new husbands were also bailiffs.** There is no evidence of a widow marrying a 
man who was of lower civic status than her late husband. In the sixteenth century, 
there are fewer examples of husbands, old or new, who were prominent in civic life. 
Only one third of new husbands (12 out of 36) held positions in local government, 
but the same pattern of upward mobility is apparent. William Jaye, who, by 1545, 
had married widow Alice Harte, became mayor within five years, and John Prewett, 
husband of Helen Wood by 1575, became mayor in the same year, while Thomas 
Rowland, married to widow Elizabeth Langford by 1581, was mayor four years 
later.” Of the three late husbands of these widows, only Thomas Harte, sheriff in 
1535, appears to have occupied any civic office. 

Remarriage often produced economic as well as social advancement for a widow 
and her family. This was true for Agnes Viel, left a widow in 1378 with two young 
daughters whose portions were worth £100 5s. 4d. altogether. When Agnes’s next 
husband, Walter Tedistille, died seven years later, she was again left with two young 
Tedistille daughters, but this time their inheritance was worth £200. Joan Boughan’s 
husband, William, left £5 to be divided between his young daughters in 1404, but 
when Joan was again widowed in 1423, her husband William Hurdeman left £180 
to each of his two daughters, one of whom, Elizabeth, married Thomas Canynges, 
grocer, of London. When Joan’s next husband, Nicholas Devenysche, died in 1439, 
she received from him well over £300 (500 marks and household stuff). Finally, 
a recognizance of 1584 records a legacy of £200 to Francis Wayman, son of Julian, 
widow of Thomas Warren, then wife of John Horte. When Thomas Warren died in 
1580, he left his ‘welbeloved wief’ Julian £500 and £100 worth of household stuff 
or the equivalent in money if she preferred. The last entry in ROR, dated 1591, 
records that John Horte owed Julian a dower worth £700 and when John Horte died 
in 1600, Julian inherited from him £5 a year during her widowhood in addition to 
one third of his lands and tenements and his household stuff.’** In all these cases 
of serial remarriage, the widows appear to have improved their financial position 
considerably. 

Of the 76 widows whose remarriages are recorded in ROR, only six married 
into the gentry.’ Margaret Blanket, widow of Edmund, who had been mayor 
and MP for Bristol, in 1371 married Thomas Lyonus, probably Sir Thomas Lyons 


7 ROR, ff.44r. 

°8° ROR, ff.75r, 76r. 

8! TRB 1, p. 185; GRB 3, pp. 154-5. 

782 ROR, ff.65v, 78v. 

83 ROR, ff.104v, 138r, 158r. 

84 ROR, ff.53v, 59r. 

°° ROR, ff.69r, 76r; Wadley, Wills, nos. 128, 189; TNA PROB 11/3/455. 
*86 ROR, f.265r; TNA PROB 11/65/457, TNA PROB 11/96/145. 

See Appendix, Table 8: The Remarriage of Widows. 
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of Long Ashton, and thus ascended into the ranks of the gentry.’ In 1376, Joan 
Bathe, whose husband had also been mayor and MP, likewise married a knight, 
Sir Thomas Hungerford, associate of John of Gaunt and speaker of the House of 
Commons.” In 1493, Katherine Beell married John Morys, gentleman, and in the 
sixteenth century Elizabeth Dowle and Susan Pollington, the widows of a grocer and 
a merchant, both married gentlemen, as did Edith Davys, whose previous husband 
Walter had been a glover.” Judging by the value of their children’s legacies, these 
six widows were wealthy women. However, there were other widows who appear 
to have been equally well endowed and who married local men. Examples include 
Joan Sampson, who had married John Burton by 1387, Joan Canynges, who had 
married Thomas Yonge by 1408 and Joan Smythe, who married Henry Vaghan by 
1464. In the sixteenth century, Elizabeth Langford, whose children were bequeathed 
an inheritance of £1,000, married Thomas Rowland, a Bristol merchant, as did Ann 
Suche, whose orphans were due to receive £600 between them. Thrupp observed 
that in fifteenth-century London half of the daughters and widows of aldermen 
married into the gentry class.”' It is difficult to compare Thrupp’s conclusion with 
the situation in Bristol, since evidence from the recognizances represents a broader 
spectrum of burgesses than the elite group of London aldermen surveyed by Thrupp 
and the Bristol data from the fifteenth century is limited. Nevertheless, it seems that 
at least as many, if not more, of the wealthiest Bristol widows married local men 
rather than gentry throughout the period 1333-1596. 

Only four cases are recorded of widows remarrying outside Bristol. These are: 
Margaret Galyot, who had married Richard Wryght of Wells by 1434; Eleanor 
Hynde, whose marriage to goldsmith John Rovyn of London was recorded in 1476; 
Edith Colston, widow of Michael, whose new husband John Wilcoxe was described 
as a clothier of Stanley in Wiltshire in 1568; and the widow of Robert Halton, who 
had married Thomas Philippe, mercer of London, by 1584.” Like their orphaned 
daughters (see above, p. 31-3), most widows seem to have remained in Bristol and 
there is little evidence in ROR to support the complaint of Bristol merchants in 1598 
that many of their own number were leaving the city for the country and that their 
‘widows and daughters maried hence have transported greate porcions with them’ .””? 

Sixteenth-century widows often married men from within the same trade or guild 
as their late husbands, and this may well have been the case in earlier times, when 
occupations were rarely shown in recognizances.”** Merchants’ widows often married 
merchants: for example Alice Harte in 1545, Joan Saltern in 1585 and Elizabeth 
Griffith in 1590, themselves widows of merchants, all remarried merchants.” In 
1545, Agnes Parsons, widow of a butcher, married another butcher, and in 1567 
Joan Alkyne, widow of soapmaker Richard, married Charles Hopton who was also a 


88 ROR, f.48r and see New York Families descended from the Immigrant Thomas Lyons of Rye, ed. 
Robert B. Miller (Detroit, 1907), p. 14 

°® http://www.historyofparliamentonline.org/volume/1386—142 1/member/hungerford-sir-thomas-1397 
[accessed 06.07. 2019] and ROR, f.52r. 

ROR, ff.103v, 108r, 254v, 2811. 

*! Thrupp, Merchant Class, p. 266. 

°° TRB 1, p. 185; GRB 2, pp. 155-9; ROR, ff. 89r, 297r. 

3 Documents Illustrating the Overseas Trade of Bristol in the Sixteenth Century, ed. Jean Vanes (BRS, 
31, 1979), p. 8. 

4 See Appendix, Table 9: Highest Civic Office and Occupation of Fathers and Stepfathers of Orphans. 
> ROR, ff.104v, 265v, 273v. 
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prominent soapmaker.””° New husbands might also follow occupations closely allied 
to those of the late husband: in 1567 the widow of Thomas Apowen, capper, married 
a haberdasher, and the following year Edith Colston, whose husband had been a 
draper, married a clothier.””’ 

Their new husbands were probably often well known to the widows. In 1392, 
Agnes Waleys married Thomas Blount, executor to her late husband’s will and 
Elizabeth Clemond’s new husband in 1575 was both a neighbour and overseer of 
her late husband’s will.’ Joan Smythe’s new husband by 1491 had been guarantor 
to her children’s inheritance and by 1583 widow Hollaster appears to have married 
Giles Bitfield, recorded as the guardian of her children in 1577.” 

The upward social mobility of Bristol widows who remarried is clear, especially 
in the fourteenth and fifteenth centuries. Evidence for this advancement is mainly in 
the form of their new husbands’ progression up the civic cursus honorum, although 
a few widows of prominent Bristol men married into the gentry. Fewer sixteenth- 
century fathers or stepfathers feature among the list of councillors or civic office 
holders. This is probably a reflection both of population growth and the fact that 
local power was increasingly concentrated in the hands of a few wealthy families °° 
In addition, the increasing burden and unpopularity of local office was reflected in 
the imposition, in 1564, of a fine of £200 and loss of the franchise for any burgess 
seeking to avoid officeholding by living outside the town. When John White was 
appointed Father of Orphans in 1566, he was excused from service as sheriff for six 


years.*! 


Female Guardians and Guarantors not Clearly Related to Orphans 


There are six cases in the fourteenth century of female guardians who had no apparent 
connection with their wards, and one sixteenth-century example.*” Five of these 
fourteenth-century female guardians were appointed in the years 1349-50, possibly 
a reflection of high mortality within the orphans’ families, although the guardians 
may have been relatives of the mother without being identified as such. Only two of 
the female guardians were appointed to care for very young orphans, both in 1349: 
two-year-old John Chekkelegh was placed in the care of a woman, Edith Wydyhull, 
and widow Edith de Nywelond, guardian of one-year-old Isabel Westram, was paid 
3d. per week from Isabel’s inheritance for looking after her but guardianship passed 
to Edith’s new husband, Hugh Colston, when Isabel was eight years old.*” This 
transfer of guardianship from a woman to a man when an orphan was aged between 
six and nine conforms to the practice observed in several recognizances (see above, 
pp. 38-9), although since Isabel’s two guardians were married to each other, there 
was probably continuity of care in her case. There is no clear pattern of female 
guardians being appointed particularly to care for very young orphans: Eleanor le 
Dubbare was guardian to 14-year-old Eleanor Wyght in 1349 and Margaret Stanys 
was 16 in 1389 when John Bount’s widow became her guardian.™ Indeed, very 


6 ROR, ff.104v, 119r. 

7 ROR, ff.117v, 89r. 

28 ROR, ff.62v, 132r. 

> ROR, ff.79v, 152v. 

3 Sacks, Trade, Society and Politics, pp. 306, 711. 

*!' Ordinances of Bristol, pp. 34-35. 

%0? See Appendix, Table 11: The Relationship of Guardians to Orphans, 1333 — 1594. 
3 ROR, ff.17r, 18r. 

34 ROR, ff.17v, 59v. 
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young orphans might be given male guardians not obviously related to them (see 
pp. 37-8). 

In the sixteenth century, there was only one female carer appointed who was not 
identified as a relative of the orphans or of their guardian. In 1575, the “divers children’ 
of Richard Wyckham, together with £120 and many other goods, were in the custody 
of John Horte, but Ann Calfe was given the task of bringing up the children 
There are several sixteenth-century examples of guardians whose widows took over 
responsibility for their wards. For example, in 1581, Joan White, widow of John, a 
sailor, took over his responsibility for payment of £12 to Elizabeth Badman, daughter 
of shipwright, William, and also in 1581 Alice Merrick took over the guardianship of 
Alice Holland and her fortune of £58 from her late husband, Thomas, merchant.*”° In 
1578, Alice Williams, widow, took guardianship of Lewis Coston, the son of Francis 
Coston, merchant, with a promise to pay him £10 at the age of 21. Alice was most 
probably the widow of Howell, alias Hugh, Williams of Brecknockshire (Brekock) 
who had been charged with training Lewis in ‘some godly exercise or art’, and so 
perhaps Alice provided continuity in an apprenticeship.*” These sixteenth-century 
examples of guardians’ widows assuming their late husbands’ role contrast with the 
fifteenth-century case of five-year-old William Colwell, whose guardian, William 
Hoton, died very shortly after being appointed in 1474. Hoton’s widow, Alice, came 
before the mayor to request taking over his guardianship for herself, but she was 
denied and William Wodyngton was appointed instead. 

There are very few women guarantors recorded in the recognizances, only seven 
at most over the whole period, and none in the fourteenth century. The earliest 
female surety was recorded in 1408, when Joan Droys acted as guarantor to widow 
Joan Panes.*” It is possible, however, that this surety was actually John Droys, thrice 
mayor of Bristol, and that the scribe has mistakenly written the name Joan instead 
of John, since in his will of 1417 John Droys named his wife Isabel and makes no 
mention of Joan. However, there can be no doubt that Joan Jay, mother of Robert 
Ashe, became a guarantor of his fortune in 1467 and in 1470 Margaret Nancothan 
was surety for her daughter Margaret.*'’ Another remarried widow who seems to 
have retained control of her child’s portion is Margaret Muttleberry, mother of Henry 
Bodman, who handed her son his inheritance in 15892"! In 1561, Elizabeth Butler 
was guarantor of the bequest from William Ballarde to Alice Bolardyne; she was the 
widow of William’s executor, Robert Butler.*'? In 1591, Joan Goodman, widow of 
Joan Evered’s guardian, was one of the three sureties for the orphan’s fortune and 
it is clear that the widows of both John Slye and of Edmund Stradling, successive 
guardians of Henry Gough, took responsibility for their late husbands’ debts to 
him in 1603 and 1608 respectively’? Whilst women were sometimes given the 
guardianship of orphans, they were not generally considered suitable as guarantors 
of their fortunes. 


°° ROR, f.137v. 

°° ROR, ff.149v, 151v. 
37 ROR, f.150v. 

*8 ROR, f. 83v. 

*° ROR, f.71v. 

3° ROR, ff.78v, 81v. 
*" ROR, f.149v. 

3 ROR, f. 86r. 

38 ROR, ff.153v, 290r. 
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In summary, ROR provides information about the lives and status of burgess 
women between 1333 and 1594. Widows in the fourteenth century tended to remarry 
men of similar or superior status to their late husbands, and sixteenth-century 
widows, who appear to have remarried more frequently, usually found themselves in 
partnership with new husbands engaged in the same or similar occupations to those 
followed by their previous spouses. But while remarriage may often have brought 
social or financial benefits for his widow, the death of a husband could have serious 
consequences for the family. The recognizances show how, in the fourteenth and the 
later sixteenth century, families were split apart, with half-siblings separated from 
each other and fourteenth-century mothers even denied guardianship of their own 
children. In the early period, where widows were sometimes given guardianship 
of babies, they often lost custody when their children reached around six to eight 
years old, and in cases where mothers continued as guardians there is evidence 
that they often faced difficulties in this role. It is hardly surprising that remarriage 
was a popular option for a woman seeking to keep custody of her own children, 
and a wealthy widow of proved fertility presented an attractive prospect for many 
ambitious men. In the sixteenth century, grandmothers occasionally appear as 
guardians, but the rarity of women acting as guarantors of orphans’ fortunes points 
to the secondary role that they generally occupied in business matters. It was men, 
above all, as fathers, stepfathers, guardians and guarantors, who determined the lives 
of orphans. 


The Men 
Occupations, Wealth and Status of Benefactors 


Of the 299 families whose recognizances were recorded between 1333 and 1594 
both in ROR, and in GRB and LRB,*“only 21 bequests (7.02%) were recorded where 
the father was not named as a benefactor. With eight exceptions, all of the fourteenth- 
and fifteenth-century orphans named in ROR were bequeathed their portions by their 
fathers.*'° In the later sixteenth century, 13 benefactors of orphans were not their 
fathers .*’ 

Recognizances, like wills, do not reflect the total value of a burgess’s estate.*!” 
However, where occupations of orphans’ fathers are given, together with the 
value of their legacies to their children, a crude estimate of the relative wealth of 


34 See p. 7, footnote 35, for details of recognizances in these two sources. 

35 The eight exceptions were: orphan George le Lange, whose father was living in 1350 when he made 
a claim for property held by hereditary right (ROR, f.21v); Christina Medeweye, whose bequest in 1356 
was possibly from a godmother (ROR, f.31v); Thomas Fayreford, who was explicitly described as the 
heir of his mother Margaret in 1357 (ROR, f.32v); Thomas Thorp’s bequest came from Alice Coteler, 
whose relationship to him was not explained (ROR, f.44r); Margaret Selsy, daughter of Lucy, whose 
inheritance in 1385 probably came from her grandfather Robert Cheddre (ROR, f.57v); Widow Joan 
Forde was a grandmother in 1472 (ROR, f.82v), while William Coder, 1474 (ROR, f. 83v) and William 
Hynd, 1474 (ROR, f. 84v) were both grandfathers whose bequests were recorded. 

316 Widowed grandmothers Agnes Richarde in 1575 (ROR, f.130r) and Elizabeth Slocombe in 1587 
(ROR, f.2711) left bequests, as did godmother Julian Robertes in 1590 (ROR, f.288r). The relationship of 
William Foye to the daughters of John Stone in 1575 (ROR, f.131r) and of William Yeman, benefactor 
of the Evenett girls in 1581, is not clear (ROR, f.159v). In the latter year, the Callowhill children’s 
legacy was from an uncle (ROR, f.157v). In 1584, George Crompe’s mother gave him £4 to pay for an 
apprenticeship (ROR, 263r). Six benefactors were grandfathers: Thomas Kelke, 1584 (ROR, f.262r), 
Thomas Pitte, 1586 (ROR, f.267v), William Shuttleworth, 1585 (ROR, f.270r), Richard Rogers, 1590 
(ROR, f.287r), William Gyttens, 1590 (ROR, f.284v), John Stone, 1590, (ROR, f.289v). 

317 See above, p. 22. 
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different occupational groups can be obtained. The occupations of only ten fathers of 
fourteenth-century orphans are known and of 22 benefactors in the fifteenth century, 
as shown in Table C. 


Table C: Occupations of Orphans’ Benefactors and Value of Legacies Where Given, 
1333-1492. 


Date Name Occupation Value of legacy to Folio 
orphans 

1333. John de Aschton weaver (webbe) £6 4r 

1344 Walter White fishmonger £80 + rent 13r 

1346 Richard Panes merchant £12 5s.3d.+rent 15v 

1347 Roger Dapplegh merchant £20 16r 

1349 John Horncastell merchant £83 21r 

1375 William Hamme butcher £8 11s. 9d. Sir 

1376 John Bathe merchant £266 13s. 4d. 52r 

1379 John Berkele tanner £5 55r 

1389 Richard Derneford weaver £6 5s. 4d. 60r 

1392 William Waleys draper £80 62v 

1406 John Palmer tucker £20 70V 

1408 Thomas Capiscot skinner £2 4s. Tlv 

1408 Richard Panes merchant £106 13s. 4d. Tlv 

1408 John Canynges merchant £72 12s. 6d. 72 

1422 John Robyns merchant £40 75 

1423 John Hertesbury weaver £10 T5V 

1425 *John Guy brewer £75 LRB 2, p.193 

1434 *John Galyot merchant £66 135.4d. LRB 1,p.185 

1447 = * William Bulbec merchant £40 LRB 1,p.185 

1464 William Myryfeld mercer £42 TIV 

1464 Thomas Asshe merchant £50 14s. 5d. 78V 

1464 Giles Smythe merchant £100 79V 

1470 John Nancothan draper £40 8lv 

1472 John Byrd dyer £20 82v 

1473 John Clerke mercer £53 6s. 8d. 83r 

1474 William Coder (grandfather) merchant £66 13s. 4d. 83v 

1474 John Hynd (grandfather) whittawer £13 6s. 8d. 84v 

1476 *Robert Hynde goldsmith £26 13s. 4d. GRB 2, p.155 

1479 * William Rowley jnr merchant £525 13s. 4d. LRB 2,p. 197 

1480 = * William Rowley snr merchant £200 GRB 2, p.159 

1489 *Thomas Cogan merchant £75 10s. GRB 3, p.154 

1492 Thomas Baker grocer £400 99v 


* = taken from GRB and LRB 


The evidence from recognizances regarding the trades of orphans’ benefactors at 
this time is sparse and occupations are not always clearly delineated. For example, 
John Clerke is described as a mercer in his will and in the recognizance for his 
children taken in 1473, but his bequests of pipes of woad (barrels of dye), some of 
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which were ‘beyond the sea’ show that he was also involved in overseas trade and 
dyeing.*'® With the exception of Thomas Baker, grocer, all of the legacies valued at 
£100 or more were from men described as merchants, and only one merchant left a 
legacy of less than £40, when Roger Dapplegh bequeathed £20 to his son in 1347.3” 
At the other end of the scale, the orphans of two weavers, a tanner and a butcher 
all received less than £10, while Thomas Capiscot, skinner, left only £2 4s. to his 
son in 1408.°”° Whilst acknowledging that the bequests of the orphans’ benefactors 
are almost certainly not a true reflection of their actual wealth, and without taking 
inflation into consideration, the value of the legacies is probably a fairly accurate 
reflection of the hierarchy of burgesses’ trades and occupations, with merchants 
clearly at the top and weavers, tanners, butchers and skinners at the lower end of 
the scale.” 

During the sixteenth century, the occupations of orphans’ benefactors are frequently 
given in recognizances. Only nine entries were made in ROR in the sixteenth century 
before 1560, but from then onwards, recognizances were taken more consistently 
until the end of the century. The increasing prominence of merchants in the list of 
occupations given after 1560 is immediately apparent, as shown in Table D below. 


Table D: Increasing Prominence of Merchants as Benefactors of Orphans in the 
Sixteenth Century. 


Date Total no. of Merchants Other Percentage of 
identified occupations merchants 
occupations 

1525-1559 8 2 6 25% 
1560-1569 15 1 14 6.6% 
1570-1579 34 7 27 20.5% 
1580-1589 33 10 23 30.3% 
1590-1599 14 6 8 42.8% 
Total 104 26 78 25% 


Of all the occupations given for orphans’ benefactors in the sixteenth century, 
merchants account for a quarter of the total overall, with the percentage of merchants 
compared to other occupations rising steadily during the four decades from 1560 to 
reach 42.8% by the 1590s. The legacies that the merchants left confirm that they 
represented the wealthiest group of men. Out of the 104 orphan benefactors with 
named occupations between 1525 and 1596, 86 left legacies where the monetary 
value of the inheritance was stated, although in some cases rents and goods were 
added, so that the bequest of money represents a minimum value.*” 23 of these 86 


38 ROR, f. 83r; Wadley, Wills, no. 254. 

319 ROR, ff. 99v, 16r. 

320 ROR, ff.4r, 60r, 55r, 511, 71v. 

*1 A petition of c.1530 lists ‘merchants, grocers, mercers, haberdashers, whittawers, brewers and tanners’ 
as a group which contrasted itself with ‘the meane sorte of people as dyers, spinsters, fullers and tukkers’. 
See Documents Illustrating the Overseas Trade of Bristol in the Sixteenth Century, pp. 28-31. 

2. Appendix, Table 10: Occupations of Benefactors and Value of Legacies to Orphans where Given, 
1525-1594. Merchants William Tyndall and John Suche left goods besides money in 1559 and 1566 
respectively and John Cottrell’s legacy included both goods and rent as well as money in 1576. 
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burgesses were merchants, with an average legacy of £268 12s., compared with an 
average of £64 4s. for the 63 orphan benefactors in the non-merchant group. 17 of the 
23 merchants, or almost three-quarters (73.9%), left £100 or more to their children 
or grandchildren, whilst only 16 of the remaining 63 non-merchant burgesses, or just 
over a quarter (25.3%), did so. The value of bequests ranged from £1,000 in money, 
in addition to goods and rents, left by merchant John Cottrell in 1576, and the same 
sum bequeathed by merchant Richard Langforde in 1581, to merely £4 left by Simon 
Harbert, brewer, or the same amount handed over by Alice Crompe, widow, to pay 
for her son John’s nine-year apprenticeship as a hooper in 1584.°% This evidence 
adds support to the conclusions of both David Harris Sacks and James Lee, that the 
merchant group became increasingly dominant in sixteenth-century Bristol.** 

Of the six non-merchants bequeathing their children £200 or more, a soapmaker, 
a draper, a glover and a grocer all left £200, while £250 was left by a mercer and 
£350 by another grocer. At the other end of the spectrum, eight burgesses left their 
children portions totalling £10 or less. A capper, a shoemaker, a shearman and a 
grocer all left £10, a hooper and a brewer left £4 each, while another grocer and a 
merchant both left £6 13s. 4d. This evidence would suggest that not all grocers 
or merchants were wealthy men, and there was certainly variation within each 
occupational group. However, the evidence is a little misleading, for the grocer in 
question, William Yemans, also left goods of unspecified value to his two daughters 
in 1581 and merchant Francis Coston’s will of 1570 shows that he had bequeathed 
an equal sum of £6 13s. 4d. to his daughter seven years before the recognizance for 
his son was taken. The recognizances do not represent an accurate picture of the total 
wealth of the Bristol burgesses who are named in them. What seems clear, though, 
is that throughout the period, and particularly in the last 40 years of the sixteenth 
century, there was considerable variation in the wealth of burgesses in Bristol, with 
merchants always at the top. 

Table E below shows the highest rank in the civic hierarchy attained by the 
fathers, or in some cases the grandfathers, of the orphans recorded in ROR between 
1333 and 1594. Altogether, there were eight families with fathers who had been 
mayor and four more families where the grandfather leaving a legacy to orphans 
had occupied that position.*”* Many orphans bore the names of families prominent 
in civic life, but fewer than a quarter of the families recorded in ROR, or only 69 
out of 306 families, had fathers who were common councillors, bailiffs, sheriffs or 
mayors and Table E overleaf shows how the number of orphans’ fathers who were 
civic officials declined over time. This change perhaps reflects the growth of the city 


33 ROR, ff.143v, 158r, 13 1r, 263r. 

4 Sacks, Trade, Society and Politics, pp. 650-652; J.M. Lee, ‘Political Communication in Early Tudor 
England’, pp. 248-9. 

*°5 Appendix, Table 10: Occupations of Benefactors and Value of Legacies to Orphans where Given, 
1525-1594. 

*6 Tn the fourteenth century the orphan fathers who were mayors were: John de Axebrugge 1329; Stephen 
le Spicer 1338, 39, 44, 45; John de Wicombe 1351; Robert Cheddre 1361 ,63; John Bathe 1369,71; John 
Canynges 1393,99. In the fifteenth century Nicholas Freme was mayor in 1441 and William Coder, 
grandfather of William Colwell, was mayor in 1458 and 1465. In the sixteenth century, Henry White was 
mayor in 1542 and John Stone, who left a bequest to his grandson Edmund Edwardes as well as to his 
children, was mayor in 1562, 68 and 71. Two more grandfathers who left bequests were mayors: John 
Northall in 1553 and 1565 and Thomas Kelke in 1573. 
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and its burgess population by the sixteenth century and the increasing monopoly of 
power in the hands of a smaller group.*”’ 


Table E: Civic Status of Orphans’ Fathers and Grandfathers. 


Date of Mayors Sheriffs Bailiffs | Councillors Total 

recognizance 

1333-1408 6 3 17 15 41/160 = 25.6% 

1422-1493 2 (inc. 1 2 4 0 8/24 = 33% 
grandfather) 

1525-1600 4 (inc. 3 10Qnc.1 0 6 (inc. 1 20/122 (inc 4 
grandfathers) stepfather) grandfather) grandfathers) = 

16.3% 


Guardianship, the Costs and Profits 


The role of a guardian was to care for and educate their ward (see above pp. 2, 22-3). 
Guardians also had control of the orphan’s legacy; recognizances record that the 
orphan boy or the orphan girl’s husband received their inheritance from the hands of 
the guardian on coming of age or marrying. Carlton has shown that, in London in the 
sixteenth century, the interest paid on an orphan’s inheritance, or ‘finding money’, 
which was used to pay for the orphan’s maintenance, was calculated at a lower rate 
of interest than on the open market and thus the guardian was able to make a profit 
on the child’s legacy.*** Assuming that the orphan lived long enough to claim their 
inheritance, the guardian had access to the child’s property at a favourable rate and 
for a known period of time. 

In only one Bristol example, that of six-year-old Joan Albon in 1355, is there any 
indication of the profit to be made by her guardian, Elias Spelly.°” Unusually, an 
indenture describing Spelly’s obligations and Joan’s inheritance is included in ROR, 
in addition to two recognizances. The indenture, drawn up in June 1355, only one 
month after the first recognizance, described Joan’s fortune as £14 of silver together 
with properties including shops, tenements and a garden, producing rents which 
amounted to £7 8s. 8d. per annum. From this income, Spelly was able to deduct 
18s. a year for repairs to the properties and he was also to pay 50s. 8d. (£2 10s. 8d) 
for Joan’s keep, leaving exactly £4. According to the indenture, in addition to her 
properties, Joan had a fortune of £14 in silver, whereas the recognizances, taken both 
before and after the indenture was drawn up, set the amount at £10 in silver. This 
apparent discrepancy of exactly £4 between the indenture and the recognizances 
suggests that Spelly made a profit of £4 per annum and that any profit taken by a 
guardian would not appear in the recognizances. Unfortunately, there is no record of 
what became of Joan or her fortune. 


*°7 On the deliberate separation of the Bristol civic elite from the rest of society in the sixteenth century, 
see J.M. Lee, ‘Political Communication in Early Tudor England’, pp. 33-5, 274-6; idem, ‘Ye shall 
disturbe noe mans right: oath-taking and oath-breaking in late medieval and early modern Bristol’, Urban 
History, 34, Issue 01, May 2007, pp. 27-38; Sacks, Trade, Society and Politics, pp. 694-711. 

*8 Carlton, Court of Orphans, pp. 84-85. 

°° ROR, f.30r. 
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Apart from the charge of £2 10s. 8d. for bringing up Joan Albon, in only one 
other Bristol case before the sixteenth century is there any explicit reference to the 
cost of care. In 1348, Edith Nywelond, guardian and possibly nurse of one-year- 
old Isabel Westram, was to receive 3d. per week, taken from Isabel’s inheritance .**° 
Since whatever was bequeathed in the father’s will was always ultimately restored to 
the orphan, the cost of care was either met from rents or from interest on the bequest 
or deducted before the final calculation of the inheritance was arrived at. 

In the later sixteenth century, more evidence for the cost of caring for an orphan 
emerges. In 1575, orphans John and Anne Hiscocke were to be paid 40s. each 
annually, in even portions twice a year, until £10 was used up (that is, over a period 
of five years) and in 1584 Thomas Pettry was also to be paid 40s. annually during 
his minority in addition to the £35 left to him by his father, John, which he was to 
receive at the age of 21.°7' When Henry Gough, merchant, died in 1592, he left £100 
to each of his two underage children with instructions that £8 per annum should be 
spent on their upkeep, £2 at quarterly intervals.*” It is clear that the children should 
receive £100 each at their majority, so presumably the £8 annual cost would come 
from the interest. A similar quarterly payment was arranged in 1590 for John, son of 
John Brinston, merchant, who was paid £5 annually from an inheritance of £150.** 
The accumulation of interest on an orphan’s inheritance is only once explicitly 
referred to, in the 1589 recognizance for Elizabeth Linche, daughter of Simon, ship’s 
carpenter.’ He left her £25 10s. and a chest worth 30s. but by 1602 she was owed 
£26 10s. through profit and interest (per usum et interesse) until she finally received 
the grand total of £31 7s. 6d. in 1608.** 


The Guardianship of Fathers, Stepfathers and Male Relatives 


Most of the guardians throughout the whole period were men.**° Because of the 
mayor’s responsibility for protecting the interests of all underage burgesses, he had a 
duty to ensure that all bequests were honoured, even, on occasion, when the father of 
the children was still alive (see p. 10 above). In total, five living fathers were appointed 
as guardians to their own children. In the fourteenth century, one father was given 
custody of his son’s body, while a separate guardian was appointed for a legacy of 
property. In the sixteenth century, four living fathers promised to ensure that their 
children would receive bequests from grandparents.**’ The children of these living 
fathers would, presumably, remain in the care of a mother or stepmother, as would 
those orphans with stepfather guardians. Even assuming that the mother continued 
to care for her children on remarriage, if the numbers of fathers and stepfathers are 
added to the numbers of widows or other female guardians, the total number of 
women with control of orphans remains below 40% over the whole period (37.9% 
in the fourteenth century, 37.5% in the fifteenth and 33% in the sixteenth century). 


390 ROR, f.17r. 
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385 See ROR, ff.17r, 137r, 263r, 290r, 285v, 289r. In 1546, English interest rates were legalized at 10% 
maximum rate, but this was not enforced until 1571. See S. Homer and R. Sylla, A History of Interest 
Rates (Hoboken, NJ, 2005), p. 115. 
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The proportion of stepfather guardians increased from 14.4% in the fourteenth 
century to 19% in the sixteenth.*** The high percentage of stepfather guardians in 
the fifteenth century (27.5%) cannot be considered significant because of the small 
number of recognizances surviving from this time. Reasons for the apparent increase 
in the popularity of remarriage have previously been discussed and also the extent 
to which remarriage often led to the social advancement of widows and, therefore, 
of their families (see above pp. 45—7).*” Remarriage seems likely to have benefited 
the stepfather as well as his wife, since the former gained immediate control of the 
widow’s dower for her lifetime, together with her children’s inheritance, and, in 
addition, he often acquired a wife who was both experienced in business and of 
proven fertility. There is no way of comparing the fortunes of those men who married 
widows with those who did not, for the personal lives of most prominent burgesses 
who do not appear in ROR remain largely unknown, but the considerable fortunes 
which the widows and their orphans brought with them doubtless contributed in 
no small part to the careers of their new husbands. In 1371, Margaret Blanket’s 
young children brought with them legacies worth over £550 and she herself would 
have had a dower of equal value when she married Sir Thomas Lyonus.*”’ In 1566, 
Ann Suche’s children had portions totalling £600 on her marriage to Thomas Pytte, 
draper, and widow Susan Pollington’s fortune, together with that of her children, 
was worth £900 in 1589 on her marriage to Sir Edward Bosden, while the Langford 
orphans brought with them the enormous sum of £1,000 in 1581 when their mother, 
Elizabeth, married Thomas Rowland! 

From 1406 onwards, when occupations are more frequently given in recognizances, 
there are 31 cases (out of a total of 37 remarriages) where the trades of both dead 
burgess and stepfather are shown.*”” 13 stepfathers are described as following the 
same occupation as the late husbands of their new wives (see above, pp. 47-8, for 
examples of this). When Charles Hopton, soapmaker, married Joan Alkyne, the 
widow of a fellow soapmaker, in 1569, he gained a wife with experience of his own 
business, together with ten children whose fortunes totalled £200, and the prospect 
of more children of his own, since Joan’s youngest was only six months old and she 
was therefore probably young and fertile enough to have more.** Of the 18 new 
husbands whose occupations were not the same as those of their predecessors, many 
seem to have been involved in closely related trades. For example, the widow of 
Richard Wyckam, tailor, married John Horte, draper, in 1560, and in 1567 the widow 
of capper, Thomas Apowen, married haberdasher John Drewett.** A few widows 
married men practising trades which do not seem to be directly related to those of 
their late husbands. Alice Yong, a grocer’s widow, in 1545 married pewterer John 
Northall, Alice Grigge, widow of a wiredrawer,** married merchant Nicholas Blake 
in 1561, while an innholder’s widow, Alice Graie, married Felix Lewes, Doctor of 
Law, in 1575.**° However, in most cases stepfathers married widows from the same 
or similar trades to their own. 


*38 Appendix, Table 11: The Relationship of Guardians to Orphans, 1333 — 1594. 
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In addition to the career or financial advantages of marrying a widow, the union 
might also bring the added benefit of providing further marriage opportunities 
between the two families. Thomas Baker’s orphan daughter, Alice, with a fortune of 
100 marks (£66 13s. 4d.) and silver goods, in 1493 married Thomas Wodyngton, a 
relative of her stepmother, Maud, and, ten years after Thomas Pytte married widow 
Ann Suche in 1566, her daughter Mary married Edward Pytte, bringing him her 
portion of a silver cup and 100 marks (£66 13s. 4d.).**’ 

The success or otherwise of new family relationships is difficult to gauge. In only 
one recognizance are stepchildren named as beneficiaries: in 1587 Thomas Addams, 
tanner, left £10 to be equally divided between his two stepsons, John and David 
Jones, together with his best piece of tapestry for his own son.** Occasionally, 
burgesses made reference to their stepchildren in their wills. In 1394, Henry Calf 
remembered his wife’s two sons by her previous marriages, Richard Cobyndon and 
John Hunte.*”’ John Warren, an innholder who married Elizabeth, the widow of his 
neighbour, William Clemond, left £13 6s. to each of his two stepsons in his will of 
1577 and John Horte remembered Susan Wickham, a stepdaughter, when he died 
in 1600.*° In none of these wills does the stepfather appear to have left surviving 
children of his own and so might be thought more likely to remember his stepchildren. 
However, William Hurdeman in 1417 left bequests to his two stepdaughters despite 
having a son and two daughters of his own, and in 1584, Thomas Rowland, who 
was succeeded by eight daughters and a pregnant wife, remembered his stepson 
Richard Langford in his will.*°! In contrast, when Walter Tedistille died in 1385, 
he made no mention of his two young stepdaughters in his will, and, similarly, in 
1439 Nicholas Devenysch failed to mention his Boughan or Hurdeman stepchildren 
when he died in 1439.* In both the latter cases, the burgesses left children of their 
own. There is no clear pattern. Dying burgesses appear sometimes to have thought 
of their stepchildren, whether or not they left orphans of their own, but wills and 
recognizances, as legal documents, give little insight into the real nature of the 
relationships between the people concerned.*** 

The number of orphan families headed by a stepfather appears to have been 
proportionately slightly greater in the sixteenth century compared with the fourteenth, 
and there were twice as many guardians in the later period who were described as 
relatives of the orphans (14.1% compared with 6.9% in the fourteenth century).*“ 
Brothers, uncles and in-laws were named as guardians in the sixteenth century. In 
1545, for example, John Whyte, gentleman, took custody of his three young siblings, 
orphans of Henry Whyte, grocer, aged five, three and two and in the same year 
John Adnett was given guardianship of his two younger brothers, aged 16 and 12° 
In 1574, the four sons of William Chester, whittawer, were each given different 
guardians, two of whom were identified as relations: an older brother, William, 
became guardian to his younger brother James while Dominic Chester, uncle to the 


7 Wadley, Wills, no. 276; ROR, f.110v. 

8 ROR, f.279v. 

*° ROR, f.6lv; Wadley, Wills, no. 67. 

3° ROR, ff.132r, 85v, 265r; Wadley, Wills, no. 67; TNA PROB 11/59/462, 11/96/145. 

*! ROR, ff.69r, 158r; Wadley, Wills, nos. 189, 394. 
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orphans, was guardian to orphan Henry.** In 1580, Erasmus Wright became guardian 
to the three Warden orphans, to whom he was brother-in-law.**’ Thomas Tydder, 
apothecary, who became Mary Oldfeilde’s guardian in 1590, was her brother-in-law, 
and when Mary died in 1597, she left bequests to her sister ‘Mawde Tytder’ .**8 The 
increased identification of relatives as guardians in the sixteenth century, including 
grandparents, was probably the result of reduced mortality and increased longevity. 
However, these findings should be treated with some caution, since many family 
relationships are probably not recorded as such in ROR, especially in the fourteenth 
century, where less personal detail is provided. 


Male Guardians without Known Family Relationship to their Wards 


In addition to guardians who were related to the orphans, there were also those 
who had been chosen by the orphans’ fathers either as guardians or as executors or 
overseers of their wills, and who may or may not have been relatives. It seems likely 
that these men, having the trust of the late fathers of their wards, would be well 
disposed towards them. In 1338, William Hany was the guardian chosen for Margaret 
Derby by the executor of her father’s will, as was John de Colynton, guardian to 
Petronilla de Wodhull in the following year.*’ These are the only examples in ROR 
of guardians explicitly appointed according to the wishes of the dead burgess before 
the survival of wills after 13792 After this time, guardians can more frequently 
be seen appointed with reference to the wishes of the deceased, either as specified 
in his will or else as executor or overseer of the will.°°! For example, in his will of 
1396, John Russell, who left a widow, Agnes, stated that his seven-year-old son 
Edmund should be under the control of Walter Seymour, and the latter was named as 
his guardian in a recognizance of 1397.*° Similarly, John Mulward appointed John 
Bagpath as his four-year-old son’s guardian in 1398, whilst also leaving a widow. 
In the fifteenth century, almost a quarter of the few surviving recognizances were 
taken for executor guardians. In the sixteenth century, three executors were 
appointed as guardians, two of whom, Thomas Addams and Erasmus Wright, were 
also related to their wards: Addams was uncle to Thomas Baynham in 1575 and 
Wright was brother-in-law to the three Warden orphans, in 1580. The executor 
of Edmund Edwardes’s grandmother, Joan Stone, was appointed to ensure that her 
wishes were carried out in 1590 and Richard Smythe, overseer of Thomas Addams’s 
will, was appointed in 1587 to ensure that the bequests to his son and stepsons were 
honoured.* 

Two orphans in ROR were described as servants of those who made bequests to 
them, both in the 1570s. In 1576, the widow of George Rowsley was held responsible 
for payment of £10 to his servant Robert Priest and the same amount to Edith and 
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Agnes Priest.**” In 1577, Thomas Fawkett, whittawer, had custody of the bequest of 
£10 made by William Carr, late alderman, to his servant Ellen Harris, to be given to 
her on her marriage.** 

Only two apprenticeships were explicitly mentioned. In 1577, Lewis Coston 
was committed to the guardianship of Hugh Williams of Brecknock and chandler 
William Jones, who were both ‘to provide meat, drink and apparel’ and train Lewis 
in ‘some godly exercise or art’. The subsequent problems caused by their ward have 
been described above (see p. 24).*” In 1584, orphan George Crompe, ‘of his own 
accord and with the consent of his mother’, bound himself apprentice to Thomas 
Aldworth, hooper, using the £4 given to him by his mother which was to be returned 
to him by Thomas at the end of nine years ‘without anie Fraude or further delaye’ *” 

When the identities of orphans’ guardians in the fourteenth and in the later sixteenth 
century are compared, evidence from ROR points to a decline in the number of widow 
guardians, while the numbers of stepfathers and relatives in the role increased. In 
both the fourteenth and the sixteenth centuries, half or more of the guardians cannot 
be identified as having any known relationship with their wards (55.6% in the earlier 
period and 50.5% later).*”' These unidentified guardians included men who were 
sometimes given custody of very young children. This was the case with Amice 
and Agnes Bulge in 1346, aged two and one, whose guardian was Walter Galyot, 
Robgia and Benedicta Yonge in 1348, aged three and nine months, with guardian 
Roger Deann, and Thomas Thorleton, also aged nine months, with guardian John de 
Jernemouth in 1350.*” In each case, the guardian had no obvious family relationship 
with the child. Whether or not these apparently unconnected guardians were in fact 
related to their wards, one common bond between late burgess and guardian stands 
out, particularly in the fourteenth century, that of public office. 


Guarantors 


The charter of 12th January 1331, copied into the first folio of ROR, records the 
customary right of the mayor to take recognizances from guardians and their 
guarantors for the property which they owed to Bristol orphans and, from 1333 
onwards, almost all the recognizances record the names of at least two manucaptores 
(mainpernors or guarantors or sureties) for each orphan’s inheritance.*” The 
charter clearly endowed the mayor with ultimate authority with regard to taking 
recognizances for orphans, but did not specify how the guarantors were to be chosen, 
although the phrase custodes et eorum manucaptores suggests that guardians were 
to select them. It seems likely that this was the case, for the 1575 Bristol ordinances 
concerning orphans insisted that, within 30 days of the death of a burgess, the 
appointment of sureties was the responsibility of the guardian, or failing that, of 
the executors, upon pain of a fine.” In later sixteenth-century recognizances, the 
guardian was charged with replacing, within one month, any guarantor who died, 
became bankrupt (decayed) or left Bristol. Although several guarantors died and 
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were replaced, only one fell into poverty: he was George Hyggyns, surety for 
George Suche in May 1575.°” It was the guardian who had control of the orphan’s 
inheritance and who was able to profit from it. The guarantor does not appear to have 
benefited financially; on the contrary, the guarantor ran the risk of being pursued 
in the event that the guardian defaulted on his or her debt. This happened in 1425 
in the case of the Guy orphans, whose stepfather apparently absconded with their 
portions. A guarantor of their inheritance lost two properties in order to provide 
compensation.’ The ordinance of 1575 required that guarantors provide surety for 
‘duble the value’ of the orphan’s portion and there is evidence of this being done 
from 1575 onwards.’ For example, in May 1576 Hugh Mathews left £20 to his 
three children for which the guarantors accepted a debt of £40, and in September 
of the same year the Pitte children were left £15 which was guaranteed for £30. 
Thomas Pollington’s four children were left £150 each in 1591, with eight men 
standing surety for £150 each.*” No reason is given for doubling the value of the 
bequest; Carlton suggests it was done to punish defaulters, but perhaps also it was a 
protection against inflation or against loss of accumulated interest.” 

Given the risks run by guarantors, what motivated men (and they were almost 
all men) to accept the role?**° The repeated appearance as guarantors of just a few 
prominent men during the fourteenth century gives the impression of a society 
dominated by a small group of influential men who were willing to assume this 
responsibility.**! Thomas Babbecary, for instance, was a guarantor 11 times between 
1341 and 1361, six times in the single year of 1349, and in the same year was also 
appointed guardian to John de Bathe, son of Robert. Babbecary was twice mayor 
of Bristol, in 1355 and 1359.** Walter Frompton, three times mayor (1357, 1365, 
1374), appears as guarantor six times between 1349 and 1378 .** William Somerwell, 
mayor in 1381 and 1387, was six times a guarantor between 1350 and 1387, and three 
times appointed guardian. Finally, Walter Derby, seven times a guarantor between 
1357 and 1381, was also twice made a guardian in 1362 and 1363. He was five times 
mayor of Bristol between 1363 and 1384.** All of the most popular fourteenth- 
century guarantors occupied high civic office in Bristol, suggesting that the bonds 
of trust and dependency forged between orphan family, guardian and guarantor may 
well have favoured guarantors in their civic ambitions and also, perhaps, in business 
or trade. 


35 ROR, f.135v. 

*76 See p. 7 above and LRB 2, pp. 193-7. 

°7” GWB, p. 125. 

°® ROR, ff.142v, 146r, 254v. Carlton claimed that a limit of £100 was placed on Bristol guarantors, 
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for Richard Cole and William Prewett who, between them, owed 1,000 marks (£666 13s. 4d.) for James 
Cottrell’s inheritance in 1576 (ROR, f.143v) or the three guarantors of the Porter children’s fortune, who 
between them owed £400 (ROR, f.151r) or the eight guarantors of the Langforde orphans in 1581 who 
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The close relationship which existed between wealth and local power is obvious 
in the choice of guarantors made by the guardians of the richest fourteenth-century 
orphans. At least 14 burgesses left property worth £100 or more to their orphans 
between 1362 and 1423, and, with one exception, all the guardians were supported 
by at least one guarantor who was a mayor, and in some cases by three or four 
mayors.**° The exception was Thomas, orphan of Nicholas Maskell of Limerick, 
whose fortune of £113 7s. 11d. plus cattle was guaranteed by three men who held 
no civic office.**’ The orphans of John Bathe in 1361 and Thomas Goos in 1362 
had fortunes guaranteed by four mayors, those of Edmund Blanket in 1371, Robert 
Gardyner in 1393 and William Solers in 1403 each had three mayor guarantors 
and the children of William Persshton in 1368, John Wotton in 1373 and William 
Hurdeman in 1423 had two mayors to secure their legacies.*** Of the 28 mayors 
who stood surety for the wealthier orphans between 1362 and 1423, 14 had already 
served a mayoral term, 13 were yet to do so and one was mayor at the time.*”” 

Fewer guarantors held civic office in the later sixteenth century (124 out of 432 
or 28.7%) than in the fourteenth century (253 out of 420 or 60.2%).°” Even so, 
mayors still feature amongst the guarantors of the wealthiest orphans, those with 
legacies worth £600 or more. Two burgesses left legacies of £1,000: merchants 
John Cottrell in 1576 and Richard Langford in 1581.°' The 11 guarantors of 
Langford’s estate included seven future mayors and three sheriffs, and Cottrell’s 
five guarantors also included two future mayors and two sheriffs. Neither Cottrell 
nor Langford had held civic office, but one guardian of Cottrell’s orphans in 1576 
was the current sheriff, John Ashe, the other being John Keir, gentleman. In 1581 
Richard Langford’s children were in the custody of their stepfather, Thomas 
Rowland, a future mayor in 1584, and also of alderman Thomas Slocombe, mayor 
in 1580. The orphans of both John Suche in 1566 and Thomas Pollington in 
1591 were left estates worth £600 and in both cases two mayors were among the 
guarantors.*”* Richard Cole and John Horte, both future mayors, acted as sureties 
for the Suche orphans, and for the Pollington children, John Hopkins, already a 
mayor in 1590, and Thomas Farmer, future mayor, were among the guarantors. 
John Suche held no civic office, but the guardian of his children, relative Robert 
Smythe, was sheriff in 1568. Thomas Pollington had held the post of sheriff in 
1582 and, although his widow married a gentleman with no obvious connection to 
public office, there were four sheriffs amongst his guarantors. 

Whilst civic office holders feature amongst the most popular guarantors of the 
later sixteenth century, they are less dominant, appearing less consistently than 


*6 The 14 burgesses leaving £100 or more to their children were: Thomas Goos, £100, 1362; William 
Persshton, £100, 1368; Edmund Blanket, £550+, 1371; Nicholas Maskell, £113+, 1371, John Wotton, 
£283+, 1373; John Bathe, £266+, 1376; Henry Viel, £100, 1378; Thomas Sampson, £300, 1387; Robert 
Gardyner, £200, 1393; Peter Atte Barugh, £108, 1396; William Solers, £100, 1403; Richard Panes, £106, 
1408; John Frere, £120, 1422; William Hurdeman, £360, 1423; (see ROR, ff.40r, 45r, 48r, 48v, 5Ov, 52r, 
53v, 58v, 63v, 64v, 681, 71v, 74v, 76r). There were others who almost certainly left similar or greater 
amounts but whose property was not ascribed a value in the recognizances. 
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in the fourteenth century. Nine guarantors were chosen four or more times in the 
recognizances, of whom four achieved high office.*”? Thomas Aldworth was five 
times a guarantor and twice a guardian before he became mayor in 1582 and 1592, 
and Nicholas Blake, William Prewett and Walter Davis all achieved the office of 
sheriff in 1575, 1578 and 1583 respectively. However, the five remaining most 
popular choices as guarantor do not appear in the list of civic office holders. Of the 17 
guarantors who were chosen three times, only three became mayors and three became 
sheriffs.*** William Younge senior, mayor in 1555, appears once as a guarantor and 
Thomas Younge senior, mayor in 1579, appears twice. Ten mayors were employed 
as guarantors on only one or two occasions.*” The evidence from the recognizances 
indicates that, while acting as a guarantor may have assisted a sixteenth-century 
burgess with civic ambitions, it was by no means a prerequisite for success, since 
most sixteenth-century mayors and sheriffs do not appear as guarantors of orphans, 
while many of the men who repeatedly fulfilled that role played no part in local 
politics. The apothecary Thomas Callowhill and grocer William Yeman junior were 
nominated four times, vintner John Caro five times and mercer Erasmus Wright was 
six times a guarantor, yet none of them occupied high civic office.*°° There were 
clearly other reasons for accepting the responsibility and the risk attached to acting 
as a guarantor. 

Standing surety for a fellow burgess was a public manifestation of mutual 
confidence between guarantor and guardian and also a means of cementing the 
personal ties on which business and trade were built.’ This is more obvious in 
the later sixteenth century, when occupations are given in recognizances. Of the 
432 guarantors listed between 1545 and 1596, a quarter (108) were described as 
merchants, the most popular choice by a considerable margin (see Table F opposite). 
After merchants, occupations connected with the cloth trade feature prominently. 
Guarantors were often involved in the same or related trades as guardians or the 
late fathers of their wards. In 1562, for example, the three orphans of shoemaker 
Robert Willyams were placed under the guardianship of their stepfather, a fellow 
shoemaker, and one of his guarantors was also a shoemaker.’ Similarly, in 1590 
the three orphans of baker John Aust were in the care of baker Ralph Thomas, 


*°3 Nicholas Blake, Walter Davis and Erasmus Wright feature six times as guardians, Thomas Aldworth, 
John Caroe and William Prewett five times and John Clark, Thomas Callowhill and William Yeman junior 
appear four times. 

* James Blunte, Roger Bowman, Richard Cary, Richard Cole, Henry and Hugh Griffeth, William 
Hopkins, Christopher Kedgwyn, Edward Long, Thomas Mellen, John Merrick, Edward Porter, Thomas 
Pytt, Edmund and John Roberts, Richard Swetman and John Younge were all three times guarantors. Of 
these, John Roberts became mayor in 1578, Richard Cole in 1585 and Christopher Kedgwyn in 1604, 
while Edward Porter, Edward Long, Hugh Griffeth and John Younge all became sheriffs in 1573, 1586, 
1590 and 1592 respectively. 

*°> The names of the mayors and dates of mayoralty were: John Brown (1572-3), John Prewett (1575— 
6), John Barnes (1587-8), William Bird (1589-90), William Parfey (1595-6), William Yate (1596-7), 
William Ellys (1598-9), John Hopkins (1600-1), John Eaglesfield (1610-11) and William Cary (1611- 
12). In the cases of John Eaglesfield and William Cary, 20 and 22 years respectively separate their 
appearance as guarantors and election as mayor, so it is possible that the office was occupied by the sons 
or other relatives of the guarantors. 

6 See Appendix, Table 14: Occupation and Office of Orphans’ Fathers, Guardians and Guarantors, 
1525-1594. 

*7 See Sacks, Widening Gate pp. 17-31 for the importance of personal relationships and mutual trust in 
commercial organization in Bristol in the sixteenth century. 

8 ROR, f. 87v. 
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one of whose guarantors, William Benbowe, was also a baker, while in 1592 two 
of the guarantors of the orphans of William Cooke, navigator, were described as 
lightermen.*”” In other cases, though, guarantors represent a variety of different 
occupations which are seemingly unrelated to those of the guardian or father of 
the orphans. The guarantors for the orphans of John Porter, shoemaker, included a 
draper, a soapmaker, a dyer, a glover, a grocer, a merchant and two upholsterers.“° 
Amongst the 15 guarantors named in recognizances for the orphans of William 
Pittes, clothier, as well as clothworkers, drapers and merchants there was also a 
butcher, a baker, an apothecary and a surgeon.” 


Table F: Occupations of Guarantors 1545 — 1594. 


28 = not given 

108 = merchants 

41 = drapers or woollen drapers 
23 = clothiers or cloth workers 


20 = grocers 
19 = soapmakers 
14 = tailors 


11 = gentlemen, 11 = mercers, 11 = bakers 

10 = vintners, 10 = glovers 

9 = shearmen 

7 = dyers 

6 = apothecaries, 6 = tanners, 6 = skinners, 6 = whittawers, 6 = shoemakers, 6 = hoopers. 
6 = yeomen 

4 = upholsterers, 4 = butchers, 4 = brewers, 4 = fishmongers, 4 = pointmakers, 4 = innholders 
3 = haberdashers, 3 = salters, 3 = weavers, 3 = carpenters 

2 = hatmakers, 2 = joiners, 2 = wiredrawers, 2 = goldsmiths, 2 = millers, 2 = tuckers, 
2 = lightermen, 2 = cordwainers 

1 each of the following: milliner, hosier, capper, chandler, shipwright, surgeon, smith, hallier, 
glazier, stapler, ropemaker, fletcher, pewterer, gunner, stationer, Master of Arts 


Total = 432 


Only 19 of the 432 sixteenth-century guarantors can be identified as either family 
members or as men named in the wills of the late burgesses. In 1565, for example, 
when James Dowle’s two sons and their fortunes passed into the hands of their 
stepfather William Saxie, Robert Saxie, mayor in 1556, was named as a guarantor.*” 
Another stepfather, Giles Byttfield, who married the widow of merchant John 
Hollaster, in 1577 appointed one William Byttfield, soapmaker and presumably a 
relative, as one of his guarantors.“ Richard Wall, farrier, was made guardian to 
Joan, daughter of Richard Hamon, in 1585 and one of his guarantors was named as 


*° ROR, ff.269v, 291v. 
“° ROR, f.151r. 
“! ROR, f.267v. 
> ROR, f.108r. 
“3 ROR, f.152v. 
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Thomas Wall, yeoman. In 1590, Robert Kytchen, mayor in 1588, was guarantor to 
Abel Kytchen, guardian of John Brinston’s two sons.“ 

While ROR sheds new light on the lives of burgess women and children, the 
cast is dominated by men, including many men of substance, especially amongst 
the orphans’ guardians and their guarantors. Throughout the whole period from 
1333 to 1594 it is clear that the privileged group of burgesses included men from a 
variety of occupations, wealth and status, yet a picture emerges of close connections 
between men of similar standing who were willing to care for and vouch for each 
others’ children. In the fourteenth century, the bonds between local office holders 
were strong while in the sixteenth century it was links within families or, to some 
extent, the same or similar occupations, that are more in evidence. By the end of the 
sixteenth century, a wider spread of names appear as guardians or guarantors, but the 
predominance of merchants in the community is clear, men who were willing to risk 
considerable sums by standing as sureties for each other’s families. 


Conclusion 


From the Bristol recognizances taken from 1333 until the end of the sixteenth 
century, a picture emerges of the lives of ordinary Bristol citizens, a record over time 
of the provision made for the care and protection of more than 660 orphans and their 
fortunes. While all of the men whose children were orphaned had the privilege of 
citizen status, that group included a range of wealth and influence, as shown by the 
wide variation in the bequests they left.“ 

Despite considerable gaps in the records between 1424 and 1544, comparisons 
between the fourteenth and early fifteenth centuries (from 1333 to 1423) and the 
later sixteenth century (from 1545 to 1594) can be made. The effects of outbreaks of 
disease in Bristol are clear. Increases in the numbers of recognizances following the 
plague years of 1348 and 1361 in the fourteenth century, and 1545 and 1575 in the 
sixteenth century, illustrate the devastation incurred by such visitations, whilst spikes 
in numbers of recognizances in other years are suggestive of further unrecorded 
outbreaks of disease.“ The high percentage of singleton orphans in the fourteenth 
century compared to the sixteenth is indicative of the extent of child mortality at the 
time, especially when it is clear, from the ages of orphans in those larger families 
that survived in the earlier period, that children were often being produced in rapid 
succession. The increase in average family size by the sixteenth century, together 
with the appearance of grandparents in the recognizances, shows improved life 
expectancy by this time. 

In addition to providing evidence of the extent of mortality in Bristol between 1333 
and the end of the sixteenth century, the recognizances also reveal the devastating 
consequences for his family of the death of a burgess. Not only were stepsiblings 
usually separated from each other and their stepmother, but widows were often 
not appointed as guardians of their own children, or, if the orphans were babies, 


“* ROR, f.264r. 

“5 ROR, f.285v. 

4° For example, in 1349 John Wedmore left £2 to his son while John Horncastel left £83 to his daughter. 
In 1393 Robert Gardyner left his son £200 compared with the bequest of £10 3s. 4d. left by Richard 
Beteston to his son. In 1545 William Adnett’s two sons were left £13 6s. 8d. compared with £150 left by 
Thomas Harte to his daughter in the same year. In 1575, brewer Simon Harbert left only £4 between his 
four daughters in the same year that Edmund Wood, merchant, left £160 for his two sons and in 1590 
David Oldfeild’s daughter was bequeathed £20 while the daughter of Walter Davys inherited £200. 

“7 See p. 16. 
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their guardianship was of limited duration. There is evidence that widow guardians 
sometimes experienced financial difficulties and so it is not surprising that many 
opted to remarry and retain control of their children through a stepfather, while in 
the later sixteenth century there is more evidence of relatives playing a considerable 
role in the care and support of Bristol orphans. 

Remarriage of widows was common in Bristol, especially in the later sixteenth 
century, and seems to have benefited both partners socially and financially. In the 
fourteenth century, particularly, widows’ husbands often rose in the hierarchy of 
civic office and, in the sixteenth century, men who married the widows of burgesses 
who had been engaged in the same or similar businesses to their own were able to 
profit thereby. Those least likely to benefit were the sons of dead burgesses whose 
inheritances were put in the hands of their stepfathers for their own use and profit 
until the orphans came of age, and the future lives of many of the orphan boys 
remain unknown. The orphan girls, on the other hand, often married well, although 
there is little evidence in the recognizances that they, or their mothers, moved out 
of Bristol or married into the gentry in large numbers. Rather, it seems that the 
burgesses of Bristol, by themselves taking control of the fortunes of their late fellow 
citizens through acting as guardians and guarantors, attempted to keep the wealth of 
Bristol within its own bounds. 

The Court of Orphans operated as part of the oligarchic system of town 
government. The wishes of testators appear to have generally been respected and 
most of them apparently had confidence in and respect for the court; indeed, many 
dead burgesses themselves had been part of the same civic elite who ran the court. 
The very existence of the Court of Orphans is evidence that children were both 
cherished and perceived as vulnerable. However, attitudes towards children were 
clearly different from today’s, as seen particularly in the separation of children from 
mothers or siblings and also in the emphasis on obedience required from children 
which is evident in wills and recognizances. 

ROR was compiled to ensure the protection of the inheritance of every orphan of 
a Bristol burgess. Recognizances were formal, formulaic, legal documents, which 
reveal nothing of the feelings of widows and orphans on losing a husband or father, 
but the prospect they immediately faced, of being separated from each other, can 
only be imagined. Details or remarks in passing hint at the fragility and harshness 
of life at the time: a marginal note reveals the death of the whole Atte Res family 
of five children after 1375 or the refusal of the court to allow a guardian’s widow, 
Alice Hoton, to continue to care for his young ward in 1474.“ The apprenticeship 
and bad behaviour of Lewis Coston between 1577 and 1583 is detailed, as is the 
financial collapse of George Hyggyns, surety for orphan George Suche in 1566.4 
Widow Joan Smythe’s failure to provide sufficient surety is sternly noted in 1464 but 
there was a more sympathetic approach in 1591 to another widow, Susan Pollington, 
whose late husband had clearly overestimated the value of his estate.*'° 

In their wills and in the recognizances taken for their orphans, Bristol burgesses 
attempted to secure the future fortunes of their children, even if, from today’s 
perspective, this might seem to have been at the expense of the orphans’ emotional 
or psychological welfare. At times of high mortality and political and economic 
uncertainty, when both life and livelihood were precarious, it is perhaps not surprising 
“8 ROR, ff.51v, 83v, and see pp. 21,49. 


“° ROR, ff.150v, 110v, and see pp. 24, 60. 
“1 ROR, ff.79v, 254v, and see pp. 39, 12. 
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that more confidence was placed in the permanent institution of the mayor’s court 
than in the unpredictable lives and fortunes of the family, and the separation of 
family members was sometimes the price to be paid for financial security. 


PART 2: ASUMMARY OF 
ENTRIES IN ‘THE REGISTER OF 
RECOGNIZANCES’, 1333-1594 


Notes on Translation, Transcription, Dates and the Organization of the 
Contents of ROR 


Translation: Where there is any doubt about translation, the original Latin, French 
or English words are included in italics and in square brackets after the presumed 
translation. 


Transcription: Punctuation has been added where necessary for clarity. Where a 
family name is given in different forms, the various spellings are all included in 
the initial, underlined entry for the family and similarly in the index. First names 
have been modernised. Place names have been modernised, followed by the original 
spelling in square brackets. In Latin texts, u has been replaced by v and i by j where 
appropriate, and Roman numerals have been replaced by Hindu-Arabic numbers 
except in direct quotations from the original text. Square brackets are used in re- 
cognizance entries to indicate any extra information supplied by the author and not 
included in the original text. 


Dates: Most recognizances before the late sixteenth century cite regnal dates and 
these are recorded in the following Summary of Recognizances, together with the 
equivalent year of grace in square brackets.*!' The dating system is complicated by 
the fact that regnal years were calculated from the date of accession of the monarch 
while mayoral years ran from 29th September each year. It is clear that Latimer con- 
sulted ROR as one of his sources in drawing up his lists of civic office holders, and 
generally there is concordance between his conclusions and the information given in 
the recognizances.*!* Where any discrepancy occurs, a note has been made. 


Organization of entries: In ROR, several entries relating to the same family are 
often found on separate folios throughout the volume. In the interests of clarity, all 
entries relating to one family have been placed together under the first entry for that 
family, where the names of the orphans are underlined. Later references to orphans 
in a family which has been mentioned earlier are noted chronologically in the sum- 
mary on the folio in which they occur, but with reference back to the first entry 
for that family. For example, a recognizance was taken for Joan Evered/Everede, 


“| Dates have been interpreted using C.R.Cheney, A Handbook of Dates for students of British History, 
new edition rev. by Michael Jones (CUP, 2000). 
412 Latimer, ‘Civic Officers’. 
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daughter of William, in 1578 and recorded on f.153v. A new recognizance was taken 
for her in 1582 and recorded on f.162r. In this volume, the contents of both of these 
recognizances are found together under the initial entry of 1578, but subsequently, 
on f.162r, a note is made directing the reader back to f.153v. Any reference to the 
Evered/Everede family in this volume cites the first entry about this family, even if 
the information occurs in a later entry, in order to make it easier for the reader to 
find. Thus information about the Evered/Everede family which is found on f.162r is 
referenced to f.153v and will be found under this entry in the Summary of Entries. 
Many of the entries have been significantly amended by means of marginal notes or 
notes written beneath the recognizance, often at later dates. These notes are usually 
presented in the Summary in the order in which they appear in ROR, but occasion- 
ally disparate notes relating to one orphan have been collected together or the notes 
have been reordered chronologically for greater clarity. 


Mayoral year: At the head of some early folios, the name of the mayor, and some- 
times his bailiffs, and sometimes the regnal year, is written in the form of a heading. 
These superscripts are included in the summary in bold and underlined. Recog- 
nizances were generally entered in the register chronologically, and many of them 
include the name of the mayor and bailiffs before whom the guardian appeared. In 
order to avoid repetition, this information is included in bold before the first recog- 
nizance in which it was noted. Where dates of mayoral terms have not been given in 
ROR, they have been added in square brackets according to Latimer’s list. 
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Figure 5. ROR, fAr. Copy of Edward III's Charter of 1331 
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(by kind permission of Bristol Archives). 


“3 The empty space in the top left corner suggests an original intention to insert a historiated initial here. 
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The volume begins with a copy of a charter of Edward III, granted at Westminster 
on October 16th in the fifth year of his reign [1331], which is almost identical to a 
charter of January 12th 1331.*!* This charter was granted to the burgesses of Bristol 
at their request because of their concern about the damage and impoverishment 
caused to underage orphans of the town and its suburb. The reason was that the 
lands and tenements, goods and chattels of the orphans had been alienated from 
them because guardians and their sureties had moved away from the town, with the 
result that the neither guardians nor guarantors could be forced by law to satisfy 
the orphans when they came of age. In order to find a remedy for the situation, the 
king confirmed to the burgesses and their heirs and successors that the mayor of 
the town, whoever he may be, should be able to receive for ever, from guardians 
and their sureties, recognizances of any sums of money payable to the orphans and 
children at fixed terms. The mayor was also given the right, at the request of any 
orphans or their executors, to distrain from the property of guardians or sureties, or 
their heirs, any inheritance owed to the orphans. The importance of this charter for 
the burgesses of Bristol is reflected in the inclusion of a reference to it at the end of 
every recognizance until the mid sixteenth century. This acknowledgement is seen 
in the recognizance for the daughters of William Boughan, shown as an example 
here, which is typical of the Latin recognizances recorded between 1333 and 1575. 


An Example Recognizance, 1404 


Figure 6. ROR, f.69r. For Joan and Joan, Children of William Boughan [1404] 
(by kind permission of Bristol Archives). 


“| Bristol Charters 1155-1373, pp. 73-7. 
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Translation of f.69r 


Thomas Knapp being mayor in year five [of the reign of King Henry IV, 1403 — 4]. 


Margin: On behalf of Joan and Joan, children of William Boughan 

The Friday next before the Feast of St David, lord [kurio] bishop, in the fifth year of 
the reign of King Henry IV after the conquest [29th February 1404], in the Guildhall 
in Bristol, there in the full hundred court held before Thomas Knapp, then mayor 
of the town of Bristol, John Droys and Adam Inhyne then bailiffs of the same town, 
came William Hurdeman who married Joan, widow of William Boughan, former 
burgess of the town of Bristol, and acknowledged that he had custody of the person 
of Joan, daughter of the said William, aged two years, and Joan, another daughter 
of the same, aged half a year, together with a hundred shillings sterling in cash, paid 
through the mayor and other common councillors [probos homines] of the aforesaid 
town from the goods of the same William Boughan, allotted and appointed in his 
will to the aforesaid Joan and Joan, his daughters, to be held safely for the use of the 
aforesaid Joan and Joan until they reach their majority, and then to be delivered and 
released by his executors unless in the meanwhile they happen to be married. And 
if the aforesaid Joan and Joan should die under age or before they are married, then 
the aforesaid money should remain to the one who survives, and if the same Joan 
and Joan die under age without marrying as has been said, that then the aforesaid 
money shall remain to the executors of the aforesaid William Boughan. And the 
aforesaid William Hurdeman will maintain the aforesaid Joan and Joan, now in his 
present care, well and properly in all things necessary to them, and bring them up 
suitably according to their station. So that all things are done well and faithfully, the 
aforesaid William Hurdeman commits himself, his heirs and executors and all his 
goods and chattels, lands and tenements, into whomsoever’s hands they may come, 
to be seized and distrained by the mayor and bailiffs of the aforesaid town, whoever 
they might be at the time. And for greater security in fulfilling all these promises 
well and faithfully, John Droys and Thomas Hallewey acknowledged themselves to 
be guarantors and each of them acknowledged himself to be a principal surety for 
the aforesaid William Hurdeman, so that the mayor and bailiffs of the same town, 
whoever they may be at that time, shall realise the aforesaid hundred shillings from 
their goods and chattels, lands and tenements into whomsoever’s hands they may 
come, if the aforesaid William Hurdeman is in any way deficient in his promises, 
according to the meaning of the charter of the lord King granted to the burgesses of 
the same town for the protection and support of orphans of the aforesaid town. 
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f.4r. Recognizances of lands, tenements, rents, goods and chattels for orphans 
and children of the blessed town of Bristol in the presence of Roger Turtle, then 
mayor of the said town. In the sixth and beginning of the seventh year of the 
said king Edward [1333]. 


Walter and Isabel, children of John de Aschton/Ashton. 


Folio: 4r-v [2 recognizances, one for each orphan]. 

Date: Monday, the eve of the Purification of the Blessed Virgin Mary, 
7 Edward III, at the beginning [incipiente] [1st February 1333]. 

Orphans: Walter and Isabel de Aschton, children of John, weaver [webbe]. 

Ages: n.g 


Guardian: William de Cropenhull. 

Inheritance: 60s. in silver at age 21 to each of them, and if they should die intestate 
under the age of 21, then their goods were to be put at the disposition 
of the mayor, bailiffs or other councillors. 

Guarantor: Alan de Wrington. 


Recognizances for Walter and Isabel de Aschton are both crossed through. 

Note on f.4r after recognizance for Walter de Asschton: John de Acton Turvylle, 
who married Isabel, daughter of John de Ashton, in the presence of Robert Gyene, 
mayor, on Monday after the Feast of the Annunciation to the Blessed Virgin Mary, 14 
Edward II (27th March 1340), received from Nicholas de Markebergh and Amisia 
de Asshton, executors of the will of John of Cropenhull, 60s. in silver, which John de 
Asshton had left to his daughter. The same John de Turvyll received from the same 
executors 60s., owed to Isabel following the death of Walter. 


Richard, James and John, sons of William le Ropere senior. 


Folio: 4y-5r [3 recognizances, one for each orphan]. 

Date: On the day and year aforesaid [1st February 1333]. 
Orphans: Richard, James and John le Ropere, sons of William senior. 
Ages: n.g. 


Guardian: Cecilia, widow of William le Ropere. 

Inheritance: £10 in silver to each son and the rents detailed below, at their lawful 
age of 21. In each case, if the son should die underage and intestate, 
the legacy was to go to his executors, after a faithful and reasonable 
estimation verified before the mayor and councillors. 
To Richard: profit from a tenement upon the key [super Kayam] 
and also issues and profits coming out of the said tenement in the 
meantime. 
To James: 8s. annual rent from the tenement of Robert Petipas and 
6s. annual rent from the tenement of Agnes Bartelot on the corner of 
Temple Street, Bristol [in Corn(er)io via Templi Bristoll’]. 
To John: 16s. annual rent until the end of its lease [ad terminum 
annorum] from a tenement held by Robert le Webbe in Redcliff Street 
[in Redeclyuestret’]. 

Guarantors: Walter le White, fishmonger [pessoner], and Vincent Frauncis. 
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Walter, son of Walter Sanekyn senior 


Folio: 
Date: 


Orphan: 
Age: 
Guardian: 
Inheritance: 


Guarantors: 


Sr. 

Monday before the Feast of the Translation of St Thomas Martyr in 

the year aforesaid [5th July 1333]. 

Walter Sanekyn, son of Walter senior. 

Two years, as verified by law before the mayor. 

John de Bromdon. 

£40 of silver at age 21, and if he should die underage, the money to go 
to his executors, or if underage and intestate, it was to be disposed of 
by the mayor and other common councillors of the town, according to 
the will of Walter Sanekyn senior. 

Everard le Fraunceis, Walter Prentiz, Richard Blannket, Richard 
Atenok, each gave surety of £10. 


Margaret and Christina, daughters of William and Agnes Curteys/Curteis. 


Folio: 
Date: 
Orphans: 


Ages: 


Guardian: 
Inheritance: 


Guarantor: 


Sr-v [2 recognizances, one for each orphan]. 

On the day and year aforesaid [Sth July 1333]. 

Margaret and Christina Curteys/Curteis, daughters of William and 
Agnes. 

7 years; 13 years, as verified by law before the mayor. 

John de Wycomb. 

To Margaret: A hall in the district of Redclyve, an area in the district 
of St Thomas, two racks [rekkes]*!° with three shops in Peril Street 
[Perilstrete] with a garden adjacent, an area towards le Bowe, all left 
by her father William. 2 brass pots, 3 jugs, a plate, a dish, 2 gold 
brooches, a gold ring, 2 silver cups, 6 spoons, 2 feather beds, 6 towels, 
2 napkins, a girdle of gold silk, a white mazer,*'® 4 latten pots,"”” all 
left by her mother Agnes. Rents and goods valued at £4 2d. to be given 
to Margaret at age 21. 

To Christina: 8 stalls [viij seld] with crofts adjacent, left to her by her 
father William. From her mother Agnes, 2 gold brooches with fourteen 
gems, one ring in the form of a seal, 2 silver bowls, 6 silver spoons, 6 
new towels, 2 napkins, 4 linen cloths, 1 carpet of blue cloth, 1 cover, 
2 feather beds, | silk veil, | basin with ewer, | tin pot, 2 brass pots, 
3 small jugs, | copper plate, 1 girdle of pearls, 1 cup of maple wood, 
3 bolsters with 3 pillows. These goods were valued before the mayor 
at £4 2d. and, together with the rents, were to be given to Christina at 
age 21, or, if she died under 21, to her executors, or to the mayor if she 
died without a will. 

John de Wycomb [guardian] gave surety of £4 2d. for each girl. 


* Racks for stretching and drying cloth. 
“6 A mazer: a goblet, originally of mazer or maple wood. 
“7 Latten: brass or an alloy resembling brass. 
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Simon, Alice, Matilda and William, children of Simon Forstal. 


Folio: 5y-6r [4 recognizances]. 

Date: Monday after the Feast of the Nativity of the Blessed Virgin Mary in 
the year aforesaid [13th September 1333]. 

Orphans: Simon, Alice, Matilda and William Forstal, children of Simon. 

Ages: 4 years; - years (sic); 10 years; 3 years. 


Guardians: Alice Forstal, widow of Simon senior, for Simon junior and Alice. 
John Reynald for Matilda. 
Thomas a Godeshalpe for William. 

Inheritance: 100s. in silver to each child and the lands, rents, goods and chattels 
detailed below, all to be delivered at age 21. 
To Simon: half of a messuage and | brass pot worth 3s. 6d., together 
with the outgoings and profits from the messuage. 
To Alice: 1 brass pot worth (sic). 
To Matilda: a messuage and a brass pot worth 4s. 2d., to be handed 
over, together with the outgoings and profits [exitus et profitus] from 
the messuage. 
To William: half a messuage in the district called Winch Street 
[Wynchestrete] and a brass pot worth 4s. 

Guarantors: For Simon and Alice: John Derby and William Reynald junior. 
For Matilda: none were given. 
For William: Richard de Wodhull and Thomas le Roper. 


The recognizance for William Forstal on f.6r is crossed through and a marginal note 
records that the recognizance was void because the guardian died. 

f.6r. Anew recognizance was taken for William Forstal on Monday after the Feast of 
the Nativity of the Blessed Virgin Mary, 9 Edward III [11th September 1335], before 
Roger Turtle, when William was aged 5. The new guardian was Thomas Blanket and 
his guarantor was Richard le White. 


f.6v. Mayor Turtle, Year Ten [1336-7]. 

Joan, daughter of John Fairmay. 

Folio: Ov. 

Date: Monday, the day after the Conception of the the Blessed Virgin Mary, 
10 Edward II [9th December 1336]. 

Orphan: Joan Fairmay, daughter of John. 

Age: One and a half years. 

Guardian: Edith Fairmay, widow of John. 

Inheritance: £8 in silver, one brass pot and a dish worth 3s., which £8 3s. was to be 
delivered to Joan at her full age, or earlier if she should marry through 
her friends and with the consent of the mayor. And if she should die 
intestate before reaching her full age or before marrying in the manner 
permitted, then her inheritance was to be distributed in good works. 

Guarantors: John Otery and William le Bakare, skinner. 


The recognizance for Joan Fairmay on f.6v is crossed through. 
f.14r. A new recognizance was taken for Joan Fairmay on Monday after the Feast 
of Ss. Fabian and Sebastian, 18 Edward HI [24th January 1345], before Stephen le 
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Spicer, mayor, William Hany and Thomas Albon bailiffs, when Joan was 9 years 
old. Her guardian was now named as Richard de Yerdeleygh and her inheritance, 
consisting of £8 of silver and ‘other goods and chattels’, was to be delivered at age 
21, or earlier if she should marry with the consent of the mayor and of her close 
friends, or delivered to her executors if she should end her days before reaching her 
lawful age. And Richard was to maintain her and her tenement well and properly and 
have her competently educated. The guarantors were Nicholas le Fusten and David 
Brouneuesynge. 


John, Nicholas and Matell, children of John le Draper. 


Folio: 6v-7r [3 recognizances, one for each orphan]. 

Date: Monday, the day after the Purification of the Blessed Virgin Mary, 11 
Edward II [3rd February 1337]. 

Orphans: John, Nicholas, Matell le Draper, children of John. 


Ages: 7 years; 5 years; 8 years. 
Guardians: William le Draper for John and Nicholas. 
John Denynge for Matell. 


Inheritance: £10 in silver to each child, to be spent on good works if they should 
die. Their legacies were to be delivered when they reached lawful age, 
or earlier, according to their father’s will, or in Matell’s case, earlier 
if, through the assent of the mayor and her friends, she should marry. 
In addition, John was bequeathed a shop worth 24s. per annum. 

Guarantors: For John and Nicholas: Clement Turtle, Richard Horloke, John le 
Whyte and John Hugghes. 

For Matell: Thomas Blanket, Clement Turtle and John Otery senior. 


The recognizances for John le Draper and Nicholas le Draper on f.6v are crossed 
through. 

A note below Matell le Draper’s recognizance on f.7r states that the execution of this 
recognizance can be seen in the rolls of Everard le Fraunceys, mayor of the town of 
Bristol in the years 15 and 16 of the reign of King Edward II [1341-2]. 

f.11v. A new recognizance was taken for Nicholas le Draper, son of John, on 16th 
July, 15 Edward If [1341], before Roger Turtle, mayor, James Tylly and Thomas 
Blanket, bailiffs, when Nicholas was said to be 10 years old. His guardianship was 
assumed by Stephen le Spicer, who was to deliver £11 10s. to Nicholas when he 
reached the age of 21 and to maintain him well and appropriately and to have him 
suitably instructed. The guarantor was John de Torytone. 

f.12r. A new recognizance was taken for John le Draper, son of John, on Monday 
after the Feast of St Mary Magdalene, 15 Edward III [23rd July 1341], before Roger 
Turtle, mayor, James Tylly and Thomas Blanket, bailiffs, when John was 11 years 
old. His guardianship was assumed by Richard le Draper, who was to deliver a 
shop worth 24s. per annum and £11 10s. in silver when John was 21 years old and 
to maintain him well and appropriately and to have him suitably instructed. The 
guarantors were William Atteforde and John Capon. 
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Margaret, daughter of John Bernard. 


Folio: Tr. 

Date: Monday, the Feast of St Matthias the Apostle, 11 Edward II 
[24th February 1337]. 

Orphan: Margaret Bernard, daughter of John. 

Age: 2 years. 

Guardian: Alice, widow of John Bernard. 

Inheritance: A certain shop worth 2 marks (£1 6s. 8d.) per annum which Alice 
was to keep well and competently and deliver to Margaret when she 
reached her lawful age, or earlier if she should marry through her 
friends and with the consent of the mayor. 

Guarantors: William Tilly and James Tilly. 


The recognizance for Margaret Bernard on f.7r is crossed through. 

f.11r. A new recognizance was taken for Margaret Bernard, daughter of John, on the 
eve of the Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary, 14 Edward III [14th August 1340], 
before Robert Guyene, mayor, Robert de Wryngton and John le Spicer bailiffs, in 
which Ralph le Newmaister, husband of Alice, the widow of John Bernard, assumed 
the guardianship of Margaret, now said to be 7 years old.*'* The inheritance and 
conditions were as before, and the guarantor was William le Newmaister. 


f.7v. Turtle Mayor, Year 11 [1336-7]. 


Simon, son of Robert Tumbrel. 


Folio: TV. 

Date: Monday, the Feast of St Matthias the Apostle, 11 Edward III 
[24th February 1337]. 

Orphan: Simon Tumbrel, son of Robert. 

Age: 18 years. 


Guardian: Julian, widow of Robert Tumbrel. 

Inheritance: 100s. of silver, 2 of the best carpets with two linen cloths, one silver 
cup with a foot, one jar, one lead vessel used for salting meats, a maple 
wood bowl [mazer] bound in silver, all to be delivered to Simon when 
he reached his lawful age. 

Guarantors: Walter de Tokyngton, John de Wydhull and Roger Dowel. 


Joan, daughter of Vincent Fraunceys. 


Folio: TV. 

Date: Monday after the Feast of the Nativity of the Blessed Virgin Mary, 11 
Edward II [15th September 1337]. 

Orphan: Joan Fraunceys, daughter of Vincent. 

Age: 5 years. 

Guardian: Agnes, widow of Vincent Fraunceys. 


“8 There appears to be a two-year discrepancy in estimating the age of Margaret Bernard. According to 
Latimer, “Civic Officers’, p. 124, in August 1340 Everard le Fraunces was mayor, serving with the same 
bailiffs. 
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Inheritance: 20 marks of silver (£13 6s. 8d.), to be delivered when she reached her 
lawful age. 
Guarantors: Walter le Whyte and Robert le Whyte. 


Recognizance for Joan Fraunceys on f.7v is crossed through. 

f.12v. A new recognizance was taken for Joan Fraunceys on Monday after the Feast 
of St Bartholomew the Apostle, 15 Edward II [27th August 1341], before Roger 
Turtle, mayor, James Tilley and Thomas Blanket bailiffs, in which she was aged 
9 years. The guardian was named as Walter le White, by warrant of the mayor [ex 
libatone maioris| and her inheritance was described more fully as £19 16s. 8d. in 
silver from the residue of goods and chattels left in coins [specie] to Joan, and two 
shops beside the key and two shops in Worshepestret, to be given to her when she 
reached her lawful age, or earlier if she should marry with the consent of the mayor 
and of her friends. And Walter le Whyte was to maintain her well and suitably and 
have her appropriately instructed. Guarantors were John Atte Celer and Robert le 
White and a marginal note shows that this was arranged through the mayor [ex 
delibat’ maior’ |. 


f.7v. Mayor Robert Gyene, bailiffs Robert Wrington and John le Spicer.'”” 
Thomas, John. Robert, Julia, Isabel, children of Robert Halewey/Hallway/Halleweye. 


Folio: TV. 

Date: Monday after the the Feast of St Katherine, 13 Edward II 
[29th November 1339]. 

Orphans: Thomas, John, Robert, Julia, Isabel Halewey, children of Robert. 

Ages: ng. 

Guardian: Christina, widow of Robert Halewey. 

Inheritance: £10 of silver in money, 5 brass pots, 5 carpets, 5 linen cloths, to be 
delivered according to the form and effect of Robert’s will. Christina 
alone was to keep the orphans well and competently and maintain 
them appropriately and deliver their legacies when they reached their 
lawful age, or when they married with the consent of the mayor and of 
their friends. 

Guarantors: Walter Toby and Robert de Parys. 


The recognizance for the Halewey children on f.7v is crossed through. 

f.12r. Two new recognizances were taken for the Halewey children on Monday 
after the Feast of the Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary, 15 Edward III [20th 
August 1341] before Roger Turtle, James Tilley and Thomas Blanket bailiffs. In the 
first recognizance, which is crossed through, Christina was named as guardian and 
was to care for the children well and suitably while she had sole custody, but the 
recognizance appears to be unfinished. In the second recognizance, William Morne, 
taverner, was named guardian as well as Christina, by agreement of the mayor. The 
inheritance and conditions were the same as before except that William and Christina 
were jointly responsible for the children. Guarantors were Roger Godeshalf and 
John Upovere. 


“According to Latimer, ‘Civic Officers’, p. 124, the mayor in November 1339 was Everard le Frauncis, 
who served with the bailiffs shown. 
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f.8r. Mayor Everarde le Fraunceys, bailiffs James Tilly and Thomas de Wellys/ 


Well.“ 


Margaret, daughter of William Derby. 


Folio: 
Date: 


Orphan: 
Age: 


Guardian: 


Inheritance: 


Guarantors: 


8r. 

Monday next after the Feast of St John before the Latin Gate, 12 
Edward II [11th May 1338]. 

Margaret de Derby, daughter of William. 

7 years. 

William Hany, as acknowledged by the executor of William Derby’s 
will. 

Goods and chattels to the value of £4 20s. 2d. viz: 12 silver spoons 
worth 10s., a girdle of precious stones with stripes of red, silver and 
gold leaf worth 3s., three other girdles of precious stones with silver 
stripes worth 4s. 6d., 1 gold brooch, 1 pair of silver prayer beads 
worth 3s., 3 silver cups worth 30s., | maple wood bowl [mazer] with 
foot and cover of silver worth 6s. 8d., 1 brass pot worth 16s. 8d., 1 
brass dish worth 13s. 4d. and £30 of silver in counted money, to be 
delivered to Margaret at age 21, or earlier if she should marry with 
the advice and consent of the mayor and Margaret’s close friends [per 
consilium & assensum maioris .... & amicorum eiusdem Margaretae 
propinquorum], or everything was to go to her executors if she 
should end her days before this time. And William Hany was bound 
to maintain her well and appropriately in all things necessary and to 
have her suitably instructed. 

Henry Babbecary and Thomas Belechere. 


John, son of John le Clerk. 


Folio: 
Date: 


Orphan: 
Age: 
Guardian: 
Inheritance: 


Guarantors: 


8r. 

Monday before the Feast of the Nativity of St John the Baptist, 12 
Edward III [22nd June 1338]. 

John le Clerk, son of John of the market [de mercato]. 

15 years. 

Miles Dosi. 

A tenement in the suburb in the market which was held by John, son 
of John, and was worth 10s. per annum, 2 silver spoons worth 18d., a 
stringed instrument [psalterium] worth 3s. and a brass pot worth 2s., 
all to be delivered when he reached 21 years. 


ng. 


”° According to Latimer, ‘Civic Officers’, p. 123, the mayor in May 1338 was Everard le Fraunces with 
bailiffs Thomas Tilley, John de Lexam, or Thomas Tropyn and John de Lym. Latimer shows the two 
bailiffs named here, Robert de Wryngton and John le Spicer, serving with mayor Stephen le Spicer from 


1338-9. 
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f.8r. Mayor Stephen le Spycer, bailiffs James Tilly and Thomas de Wellys 


[1338-9]. 


Petronilla, daughter of Richard de Wodhull. 


Folio: 
Date: 


Orphan: 
Age: 


Guardian: 


Inheritance: 


Guarantors: 


8r-v. 

Monday after the Feast of St Hilary, 12 Edward III 

[18th January 1339]. 

Petronilla de Wodhull, daughter of Richard. 

18, as witnessed by John de Colynton. 

John de Colynton, through the executors of Richard’s will and by 
agreement of the mayor. 

Goods and chattels to the value of 116s.4d. received from the executors 
viz: three brass pots worth 6s., a wash basin with dish worth 3s. 4d., 
three feather beds worth 6s., six old carpets worth 8s., five linen cloths 
worth 3s. 4d., 4 cushions [cervicalia] and 12 pillows [auralaria] 
worth 3s., two table cloths with two table cloth runners worth 5s., 
six towels worth 5s., a chest worth 4s., a silver cup with cover worth 
18s., fourteen silver spoons worth 12s.,a maple wood cup [mazer], a 
wooden cup poorly bound in silver worth 6s., four lead pipes(?) of five 
feet [quatuor plumbea seruisialia (?) de quinque pedibus] worth 8s. 
4d.,a lead furnace [fornacem plumbi| worth 5s., fifteen dishes [disc’] 
and nine salt cellars [salsares] and four dishes for pottage [disces pro 
potag’] worth 3s., four whole jugs and two broken jugs worth 3s. 4d., 
a brooch and two rings of gold worth 2s., a silver brooch worth 12d., 
wooden utensils worth 4s., six leg coverings [femoralia] worth 12d. 
and £20 of silver in counted money. All these were to be delivered 
to Petronilla at age 21, or earlier if she should marry with the advice 
and consent of the mayor and of her close friends, or to be paid by 
agreement of the mayor if she should end her days before reaching her 
lawful age. And John was to maintain her well and appropriately in all 
necessities and have her suitably instructed. 

Roger de Wodhull and William le Ropere. 


John, son of Richard de Cnoll. 


Folio: 
Date: 


Orphan: 
Age: 
Guardian: 
Inheritance: 


8v. 

Monday after the Feast of the Purification of the Blessed Virgin Mary, 
13 Edward IT [8th February 1339]. 

John de Cnoll, son of Richard. 

7 years. 

John Atte Beru(gh). 

Atenement located in the suburb of Bristol in the district of Broadmead 
[Brodemed] and goods and chattels to the value of 4s.11d. viz: a carpet 
worth 18d., a towel worth 6d., an iron pitcher worth 4d., a chest worth 
8d., a linen cloth worth 6d., an iron end worth 12d.*"', a tripod worth 
2d., an iron bowl worth 3d., all were to be used for John’s support and 
education until he reached his lawful age, and after seven years John 


“! An iron bar of 22-24 lbs. Documents Illustrating the Overseas Trade of Bristol, p. 174 (glossary). 


Part 2: A Summary of Entries in ‘The Register of Recognizances’, 1333-1594 79 


Atte Beru(gh) was to deliver to him the tenement, goods, chattels and 
2s. 
Guarantors: John Batt, girdler, and Martin le Gurdler. 


John junior, Richard, Robert, Matilda, Isabel, Cecilia, Margaret, children of John 
Atte Walle senior. 


Folio: 8v - Ov. [7 recognizances, one for each orphan]. 

Date: Eve of the (Feast of) Apostles Peter and Paul, 13 Edward III 
[28th June 1339]. 

Orphans: John, Richard, Robert, Matilda, Isabel, Cecilia, Margaret Atte Walle, 
children of John. 

Ages: 19 years; 13 years; 11 years; 17 years; 15 years; 10 years; 10 years. 

Guardian: Christina, widow of John Atte Walle. 

Inheritance: To John: a padded jacket [aketon], a coat of mail [/orica], a pair of plate 
gauntlets [unum par ceroticarum de plates], an iron helmet [cap’llam 
ferri] and £12 5s. of silver in counted money, to be delivered to him 
at age 21, or to his executors if he should end his days before reaching 
his lawful age, and Christina was to maintain John and the properties 
left to him well and suitably, and have him appropriately instructed. 
To Richard and Robert: a tenement each and £12 5s. of silver in 
counted money to each of them, with conditions as for John. 

To Matilda: a tenement and £12 5s. of silver in counted money, to 
be delivered to her at age 21, or earlier if she should marry with the 
advice and consent of the mayor and of her close friends, or delivered 
to her executors if she should end her days before reaching her lawful 
age. And Christina was to maintain Matilda, while she lived, and the 
properties left to her, well and suitably, and have her appropriately 
instructed. 

To Isabel, Cecilia and Margaret: a tenement each and £12 5s. of silver 
in counted money to each of them, with conditions as for Matilda. 

Guarantors: Walter le Whyte and Thomas Belecher for all the children. 


f.9r. Recognizance for Matilda Atte Walle is crossed through. Note below: on 
Monday, the Feast of Gregory the Pope, 15 Edward II [12th March 1341], Nicholas 
Pubbelewe, who married Matilda, before Roger Turtle the mayor and other common 
councillors, received from Christina all the goods, chattels and money bequeathed to 
Matilda and the recognizance was cancelled. 

f. 9v. Recognizance for Isabel Atte Walle is crossed through. Note below: on 
Monday, the Feast of St Gregory the Pope, 15 Edward III [12th March 1341], 
Roger Agodeshalve, who married Isabel, before Roger Turtle the mayor and other 
councillors, received from Christina all the goods, chattels and money bequeathed to 
Isabel and the recognizance was cancelled. 
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f.10r_ Mayor Robert Guyene, bailiffs Robert de Wryngton and John le Spicer 


[1339-40] 42 


Joan, daughter of William Hayl. 


Folio: 
Date: 


Orphan: 
Age: 


Guardian: 
Inheritance: 


Guarantors: 


Isabel, Agnes, 


10r. 

Monday after the Feast of St Leonard, 13 Edward II 

[8th November 1339]. 

Joan Hayl, daughter of William. 

Said to be 14. 

Christina, widow of William Hayl. 

2 shops worth 10s. per annum, to be delivered to Joan at age 21, or 
earlier if she should marry with the advice and consent of the mayor 
and of her close friends, or to be delivered to her executors if she 
should end her days before reaching her lawful age. Christina was to 
maintain Joan, and the shops left to her, well and suitably, and have 
her appropriately instructed. 

Henry de Babbecary and Roger de Wellys. 


Richard, children of John Wisman. 


Folio: 
Date: 


Orphans: 
Ages: 
Guardian: 
Inheritance: 


10r—-v [3 recognizances, one for each orphan]. 

Monday after the Feast of the Nativity of the Blessed Virgin Mary, 14 
Edward II [11th September 1340]. 

Isabel, Agnes, Richard Wisman, children of John. 

Said to be 16 years; 10 years; 13 years. 

Margaret, widow of John Wisman. 

To Isabel: three shops and goods and chattels viz: 1 silver cup worth 
8s., | brass pot worth 2s. 6d., 1 feather bed worth 3s. 4d., 2 carpets 
worth 4s. 4d., 2 linen cloths worth 10d.,2 lead beer vessels [ij plumbea 
ceruisial] worth 5s., and £27 17s. in counted money from the rest of 
the goods left to her, to be delivered to her at age 21, or earlier if she 
should marry with the consent of the mayor and of her close friends, 
or to her executors if she should end her days before reaching her 
lawful age. And Margaret was to maintain Isabel well and suitably and 
have her appropriately instructed. 

To Agnes: two shops and goods and chattels viz: | brass pot worth 
3s., | brass plate worth 20s., 2 silver cups worth 10s., 2 lead beer- 
containers worth 5s. and £27 17s. in counted money from the rest of 
the goods left to her, with the same conditions as for Isabel. 

To Richard: | silver cup worth 10s., 1 brass pot worth 4s., 1 feather 
bed worth 3s. 4d., 2 carpets worth 3s. 4d., 2 linen cloths worth 10d., 
front and back breast plates [j par de plates] worth 6s. 8d., 1 padded 
doublet [j aketon] worth 5s., and £27 17s. in counted money from the 
rest of the goods left to him, to be delivered to him at age 21, or to 
his executors if he should end his days before reaching his lawful age. 


2 According to 


Latimer, “Civic Officers’, p. 124, the mayor was Everard le Fraunces with the same 


bailiffs, Robert de Wryngton and John le Spicer, from September 1339-40. 
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And Margaret was to maintain Richard well and suitably and have 
him appropriately instructed. 
Guarantors: For Isabel: William le Bunde and Hugh Paion. 
For Agnes: John Horncastel and Roger Wodhulle. 
For Richard: Richard Edmund and John Reymond. 


Isabel’s Wisman’s recognizance on f.10r is crossed through. Note below: on Thursday 
the eve of the Feast of the Purification of the Blessed Virgin Mary, 15 Edward II 
[1st February 1341] John de Jordeborgh, who married Isabel, before Roger Turtle, 
the mayor, and other common councillors, received from Margaret all the goods, 
chattels and money bequeathed to Isabel and the recognizance was cancelled. 
Agnes’s recognizance on f.10v is crossed through. Note below: Monday after the 
Feast of the Decollation of John the Baptist, 22 Edward II [1st September 1348] 
before Robert Guyene, mayor, following the death of Agnes, Richard Wisman, 
son of John, received £27 17s. together with other goods and chattels left to Agnes 
in John’s will. [Since Richard received the whole of Agnes’s portion, Isabel had 
probably predeceased her sister]. 


Margaret, daughter of John Bernard. 
Folio: llr [see f.7r]. 


f.11r. Mayor Roger Turtle, bailiffs James Tylly and Thomas Blanket [1340-41]. 


Henry and John, sons of William le Haukare. 


Folio: 11r-v [2 recognizances, one for each orphan]. 
[See f.19v for children of Nicholas Haukere]. 
Date: Monday after the Feast of St Matthias, 15 Edward HI 


(26th February 1341). 

Orphans: Henry and John le Haukare, sons of William. 

Ages: Said to be 20 years; said to be | year. 

Guardian: Alice, widow of William le Haukare. 

Inheritance: To Henry: £50 and a silver coffer, to John: £30 and a silver cup, to be 
delivered at age 21 years according to William’s last wishes expressed 
in his will, and Alice was to maintain them well and suitably and have 
them appropriately instructed. 

Guarantors: Thomas de Babbecary, Robert de Wryngton and Nicholas le Haukare. 


The recognizance for Henry le Haukare on f.11r is crossed through. Note below: 
Henry came before Robert de Wryngton, mayor, bailiffs John Curteys and William 
Hany, on Monday after the Feast of the Decollation of John the Baptist, 18 Edward 
I [30th August 1344], and acknowledged receiving from Alice all the goods and 
chattels owed to him. 


Nicholas and John, sons of John le Draper. 
Folio: 11v-12r [see ff.6v-7r]. 


82 Orphans, Widows and Guardians in Medieval and Early Modern Bristol 


Thomas, John, Robert, Julian, Isabel, children of Robert Halewey/Haleweye. 


Folio: 


12r [see f.7v]. 


Joan, daughter of Vincent Fraunceys. 


Folio: 


12v [see f.7v]. 


f.13r. Mayor Robert de Wryngton, Edward III year 18, John Curteys and 


William Hany bailiffs [1343-4]. 


Roger, Margaret, Christina, Joan, children of Walter le White. 


Folio: 
Date: 


Orphans: 
Ages: 
Guardian: 
Inheritance: 


Guarantors: 


13r-v. 

Monday the day after the Decollation of St John the Baptist, 18 
Edward III [30th August 1344]. 

Roger, Margaret, Christina and Joan le White, children of Walter. 

18 years; 15 years; 14 years; 11 years. 

Isabel, widow of Walter le White. 

To Roger: a tenement, £20 of silver and other goods and chattels left to 
Roger in Walter’s will, to be delivered at age 21, or to his executors if 
he died under age, and Isabel was to maintain Roger and his tenements 
well and suitably and have him appropriately instructed. 

To Margaret: £20 and 20s. annual rent from a tenement held by Robert 
le Whyte for the term of his life from the death of Walter, together 
with reversion of the said tenement after the death of the same Robert. 
And this, with all other goods and chattels bequeathed to Margaret by 
Walter in his will, was to be delivered at age 21, or earlier if she should 
marry with the advice and consent of the mayor and of her close 
friends, or to be delivered to her executors if she should end her days 
before reaching her lawful age. And Isabel was to maintain Margaret 
and her tenements well and suitably and have her appropriately 
instructed. Marginal note in later hand: lands and tenements, goods 
and chattels within the town. 

To Christine: £20 in silver and a tenement which Stephen Norman 
held to the end of his years by right of said Christine, with all other 
goods and chattels bequeathed to her by Walter in his will and with 
conditions the same as for Margaret. 

To Joan: £20 of silver and other goods and chattels bequeathed to her 
by Walter in his will, with conditions the same as for Margaret. 

John Atte Celer and John Barry for all the children and also Robert le 
White for Roger and Margaret. 


Joan, daughter of John Fairmay. 


Folio 14r [see f.6v]. 
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f.14r. Mayor Stephen le Spicer, end of vear 18, bailiffs William Hany and 
Thomas Albon [1344-5]. 


Robert and William, sons of John de Axebrugge. 


Folio: 14r—v [2 recognizances., one for each orphan]. 

Date: Monday the Feast of St James the Apostle, 19 Edward III 
[25th July 1345]. 

Orphans: Robert and William de Axebrugge, sons of John. 

Ages: 18 years; 16 years. 

Guardian: _— Isabel, widow of John de Axebrugge. 

Inheritance: To Robert: £20 in silver, and other goods and chattels, lands, tenements 

or rents bequeathed to him by John in his will, to be delivered to him 
at age 21, or to his executors if he should end his days earlier. And 
Isabel was to maintain Robert and his tenements well and suitably and 
have him appropriately instructed. 
To William: £10 in silver which Thomas Colston received, as shown 
in the following security, and lands, tenements or rents and other 
goods and chattels bequeathed to him by John in his will, with the 
same conditions as for Robert. 

Guarantors: Robert de Wryngton and Thomas Colston. 


f.14v. Below the recognizance for William de Axbrugge is an identical recognizance 
of the same date except that Thomas Colston was named guardian and his guarantors 
were Robert de Wryngton and William Seward. 


f.14v. Mayor Robert Gyen, bailiffs James Tylly and John Neel [1345-6]. 


Isabel le Leche, [marriage only] 


f.14v. Below is an entry dated Monday after the Feast of St Martin, 19 Edward II 
[14th November 1345] stating that Roger le Breware, who married Isabel, daughter 
of John le Leche, in the presence of Robert Gyen mayor, James Tylly and John 
Neel bailiffs, acknowledged receipt of four carpets, 4 linen cloths, a gown, a brass 
pot, a silk belt, a silver cup, a table-cloth and six hand towels, from the hands of 
Alice, widow of Thomas Atte Dyche, who had custody of Isabel through Everard 
le Frenshe, former mayor. Roger declared himself fully satisfied and Alice was quit. 


Amicia and Agnes, daughters of William Bulge. 


Folio: 15r. 

Date: Monday after the Feast of the Annunciation to the Blessed Virgin 
Mary, 20 Edward III [27th March 1346]. 

Orphans: Amicia and Agnes Bulge, daughters of William. 

Ages: 2 years; | year. 

Guardian: Walter Galyot. 

Inheritance: £30 worth of goods left to them by William, to be delivered to them at 
age 21 years or to their executors if they should die earlier. 

Guarantors: John Turtle and John Neel. 
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[The following entry is in Anglo-Norman in the form of an indenture.] 


Robert, Richard, Joan and Eleanor, children of Richard de Panes. 


Folio: 
Date: 


15v [and see f.71v for Richard junior’s orphans]. 


Friday after Epiphany [/a Tyffane], 19 Edward III [13th January 


1346]. 


Orphans: Robert, Richard, Joan and Eleanor de Panes, children of Richard. 


Ages: 


ng 


Guardian: Richard Hurel 


Inheritance: 


Guarantors: 


Crossed through. Note below in Latin: Friday after the Feast of St Peter ad Vincula, 
25 Edward II [5th August 1351], Richard de Dene, who married Joan, daughter of 
Richard de Panes, received all the tenements, goods and chattels, so Richard Hurel 
was exonerated. [This suggests that all of the children except Joan had died by this 


date.] 


until their full age. 


To Robert: one tenement in the suburb of Bristol on Avon Back 
[Aueneback] worth 30s. [trent soudz] per annum excluding all kinds of 
outgoings. Item: the rest of the goods in the will bequeathed to Robert 


are worth £3 2s. 94d. as estimated by Everard and the executors. 


Item: to Richard: two tenements, one on Avon Back [Auenebacke] 
worth 23s. 8d. per annum and two shops on Worship Street 
[Worshepestrt] worth 33s. per annum. Item: the rest of the goods 
bequeathed to Richard are valued at 68s. 10'4d. [dys deners maille] as 


estimated by Everard and the executors. 


Item: to Joan and Eleanor jointly a tenement in the suburb of Bristol 
on Avon Back worth 20s. per annum excluding expenses. And chattels 
left to Joan in money from the sale of the garden on Baste Street 
[Bastestreet] amounting to 113s. [cent et trays] 8'2d., as estimated by 
Everard and the executors, and the same for Eleanor. And there are 
twelve score and two pieces of lead on the gutters of the tenements to 
cover them. [Ef sount en les goutiers de les susdcts tenements par eux 
couerer douze vyntz & dieux pess de plum] And all the property is to 


be handed over in as good a state as when it was received. 


And I will provide, through the rents of the properties and the profit 
from the goods and chattels, good and appropriate food and drink, 
bed and clothing, as is fitting according to the custom in Bristol [en 
manger & boire litz & vestures selon les usages de Bristuye bien & 


couenablement]. 


mayor Robert Guyene attached his seal. 


This indenture [endenture] made in Bristol witnesses that I, Richard 
Hurel, have received from mayor Robert Guyene, with the assent 
of Everard le Fraunces, delivery into my safe keeping of Robert, 
Richard, Joan and Eleanor de Panes, sons and daughters [files mesins] 
of Richard, and tenements, goods and chattels, to maintain and keep 


John Fisshewere and Richard Horloke attach their seals, and Everard 
and the executors. And one part remains with Everard and the 
executors, another part with Richard Hurel and the third part in the 
Guildhall. And for greater security, at the request of the abovesaid, the 
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f.16r. John mbe mavor, Year 21 [1346-7]. 

Roger, son of Roger Dapplegh. 

Folio: 16r. 

Date: xij die Augusti, 21 Edward II [12th August 1347]. 
Orphan: Roger Dapplegh, son of Roger, merchant. 

Age: n.g 


Guardian: Transfer of guardianship from Robert Gyene to Richard Dapplegh 
with the consent of Roger junior. 

Inheritance: £20 sterling. 

Guarantors: n.g. 


f.16r. An undated entry below the recognizance shows that Stephen le Spicer 
subsequently took custody of Roger and then died. Stephen’s executor, John le 
Spicer, passed custody of Roger, with £20 and other goods, to John Blanket and his 
wife Christina, who were executors of the will of Roger Dapplegh senior. A further 
undated note on f.16r shows that Roger junior died and the £20 passed to Christina 
Blanket, as willed by Roger senior. 


f.16v. Robert Gyene mavor, Year, 22 [1347-8]. 


Robert, son of John Dunnyng. 


Folio: l6v. 

Date: Friday after the Feast of St Hillary, 21 Edward HI [18th January 1348]. 
Orphan: Robert Dunnyng, son of John. 

Age: 19 years. 


Guardian: John Turtle. 

Inheritance: 100s. left to Robert by Roger Turtle, John’s father, until he reached his 
lawful age. 

Guarantors: n.g. 


Robgia and Benedicta, daughters of John le Yonge. 


Folio: l6v. 

Date: The day after the Feast of St Matthias in the year aforesaid 
[25th February 1348]. 

Orphans: Robgia*” and Benedicta le Yonge, daughters of John. 

Ages: 3 years; 9 months. 

Guardian: Roger Deann. 

Inheritance: A tenement in Redcliff Street [Redcliffstret], to be delivered to them 
when they reached their lawful age, or earlier if they should marry. 

Guarantors: Stephen Norman and Thomas Blanket. 


®3 Possibly ‘Rabige’, see The Dictionary of Medieval Names from European Sources,ed.S.L.Uckelman, 
2019, no. 1. http://dmnes.org/2019/1/name/Rabige [accessed 14.01.2020]. 
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William, son of Adam Turnoke/Tornok. 


Folio: lov [see f.17r]. 


f.17r._John le Spicer mayor, Year 23 [1348-9]. 


John, son of William le Feltere. 


Folio: 17r 

Date: Monday the eve of the Feast of the Apostles Simon and Jude in the 
aforesaid year [27th October 1348]. 

Orphan: John le Feltere, son of William. 

Age: 20 years. 


Guardian: —_ Robert Prentyus. 

Inheritance: Tenement(s), goods and chattels (unspecified) to be delivered at his 
full age. 

Guarantors: n.g. 


Isabel, daughter of Henry Westram/Westin. 


Folio: 17r. 

Date: Friday after the Feast of the Conception of the Blessed Virgin Mary, in 
the aforesaid year [11th December 1348]. 

Orphan: Isabel Westram, daughter of Henry. 

Age: 1 year. 


Guardian: — Edith de Nywelond, widow of John. 

Inheritance: Goods and chattels worth £8, to be kept for the maintenance of Isabel 
for the following 4 years at 3d. per week, whence Edith received 20s. 
in hand and Edith acknowledged that she would deliver goods and 
chattels above this sum to Isabel when she reached her full age, or 
earlier if she should marry, or to her executors if she should die before 
reaching her full age or her marriage. 

Guarantors: Richard de Barewe and John Drak. 


Crossed through. 

f.32r. A new recognizance was taken for Isabel on Monday after the Feast of the 
Conversion of St Paul, year 31 [30th January 1357], when Isabel was eight years 
old, because Hugh Colston had married Edith, widow of John Newlonde, who had 
custody of Isabel Westin. £8 of silver was to be delivered to Isabel at her lawful age, 
or earlier if she should marry, or to her executors if she should die before this, but 
reserving from this for said Hugh and Edith 3d. weekly for the four years since Edith 
received custody of Isabel, according to the understanding at her initial acceptance 
[iuxta tenorem prime receptionis]. Guarantors were William Prishton and Richard 
de Barewe. 


“4 The precise date of this recognizance confirms the year 1348. 
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William and Joan, children of Adam Tornok/Turnoke. 


Folio: Lt: 

Date: Monday after the Feast St Lucy, year as above 
[14th December 1348]. 

Orphans: William and Joan Tornok, children of Adam. 

Ages: n.g. 

Guardian: William Pedewell. 

Inheritance: Goods and chattels worth £10 9s. to be delivered at their full age, or 
earlier if they should marry, or to their executors if they should die. 
And note that, afterwards, an extra 32s. was allocated which was owed 
to Adam in tallages and other debts. 

Guarantors: John Atte Berwe and Hugh Cotyler of Kerdyf. 


Crossed through. Marginal note: on Monday after the Feast of St Luke the Evangelist, 
Year 29 [19th October 1355], John Stamford of Gloucester [Glouc’] came before 
Thomas Babbecary, then mayor, and took custody of William Tornok, son of Adam, 
together with £4 9s., from the hands of Hugh Tornok and William Pedewell, and the 
guardianship of William [Pedewell] was cancelled [see below]. 

f.29r. A further recognizance was taken for William Tornok on Monday after the 
Feast of St Luke the Evangelist, 29 Edward III [19th October 1355], before Thomas 
Babbecary mayor, John de Colynton and Richard Inhyne bailiffs, in which John 
Stamuford of Gloucester was named as guardian and the inheritance of £4 9s. worth 
of goods was to be paid at William’s lawful age, or to his executors in the event of 
his death. Guarantors were Hugh Tornok and William Pedewelle. 

On f.l6v, on Wednesday after the Feast of St Matthias the Apostle, 34 Edward II 
[26th February 1360], it was recorded that William Turnoke, son of Adam, at his full 
age, received £4 9s. from John Stamford of Gloucester. 

Further note on f.17r. On Wednesday before the Feast of the Purification of the 
Blessed Virgin Mary, 32 Edward III [31st January 1358], John Atkyn, who married 
Joan Tornok, came before Walter Frompton, mayor, Richard Bremdon and Geoffrey 
Beauflour bailiffs, and acknowledged receipt of £4 9s. of goods from William 
Pedewell, who was acquitted. 


Roger, son of Nicholas le Fuster. 


Folio: 17r. 

Date: Friday before the Feast of St Peter in Cathedra, in the year aforesaid 
[20th February 1349]. 

Orphan: Roger le Fuster, son of Nicholas. 

Age: 12 years. 


Guardian: John le Gardiner. 

Inheritance: £10, 1 complete bed, 1 brass pot, 1 cup and 2 spoons of silver, 2 
towels, to be kept safely and delivered to Roger when he reached his 
full age, or earlier if he married, or to his executors if he should die 
before. 

Guarantors: Walter de Taunton and Robert Charm. 
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Recognizance for Roger le Fuster on f.17r is crossed through. Note below: on Friday 
after the Feast of St Peter ad Vincula [7th August, no year] Roger came and received 
the goods and chattels mentioned in this recognizance. 


Edith and Agnes, daughters of Agnes Hildeslegh. 


Folio: 17r [2 recognizances, one for each orphan]. 

Date: Wednesday after the Feast of St David in the year aforesaid 
[4th March 1349]. 

Orphans: Edith and Agnes, daughters of Agnes Hildeslegh, widow of Thomas le 
White. 

Ages: 12 years; 10 years. 

Guardians: Walter de Taunton for Edith. 

Thomas Goce for Agnes. 

Inheritance: Goods and chattels worth 12 marks (£8) to each girl, to be kept safely 
and delivered to them at their full age, or earlier if they should marry, 
or to their executors if they should die. 

Guarantors: Walter de Frompton was guarantor for both girls; John de Wycombe 
was also guarantor for Edith and Hugh de Frompton for Agnes. 


f.17v.John le Spicer mayor, Year 23 [1348-9]. 
John and Joan, children of William Seward. 


Folio: 17v. 

Date: Friday, the day after the Feast of St Gregory the Pope, in the year 
aforesaid [13th March 1349].*7 

Orphans: John and Joan Seward, children of William. 

Age: 3 years; 5 years. 

Guardian: — Robert de Cheddre.*” 

Inheritance: £60 sterling*”’ and other goods and chattels worth 100s., to be kept 
safely and delivered to them when they reached their full age, or 
earlier if they should marry, or to their executors if they should die. 

Guarantors: Thomas Babbecary and Walter Kebbe. 


Recognizance for John and Joan Seward on f.17v is crossed through. Note below: 
afterwards John, son of William Seward, at his full age, having outlived his brother 
and sister, on 8th July, 8 Richard II [1384], received said money and the recognizance 
was cancelled. [As John was 38 in 1384, the entry suggests that this was the date on 
which he received the portions of his late sister and an unnamed brother]. 


5 The recognizance for the Seward orphans can definitely be dated 1349, when the Feast of St Gregory 
the Pope fell on a Thursday. 

“6 Robert Cheddre was related to the Sewards. See Calendar of Inquisitions Miscellaneous, Vol. 8, 
(Public Record Office, London, 2003), pp. 130-131, C145/314, 1380. 

“7 The first mention of sterling 
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John and Agnes, children of John Banewell. 


Folio: 17v. 

Date: Monday after the Feast of Epiphany in the year aforesaid 
[12th January 1349]. 

Orphans: John and Agnes Banewell, children of John. 

Ages: n.g. 

Guardian: John de Frompton junior. 

Inheritance: Unspecified goods and chattels, to be delivered to them at their full 
age, or earlier if they should marry, or to their executors if they should 
die. 

Guarantors: William Hayl and William Somerwell. 


Recognizance for John and Agnes Banewell on f.17v is crossed through. Note in 
margin: John proved his legitimate age before mayor Richard Spicer, year 29 [1355- 
6] and received all the goods and chattels from John de Frompton, and Agnes did 
likewise. 


Edith, daughter of William le Spicer. 


Folio: 17v. 

Date: The same day [12th January 1349]. 
Orphan: Edith le Spicer, daughter of William. 
Age: ng. 


Guardian: Joan, wife of Jordan le Skynnere. 

Inheritance: Unspecified goods and chattels, to be delivered to Edith at her lawful 
age, or earlier if she should marry, or to her executors if she should 
die. 

Guarantors: Matthew le Faire and Thomas Pedewell. 


[There is no obvious connection between this recognizance and that on f.20r for 
Henry, son of Stephen le Spicer]. 


Children of Henry le Sporiare and John Mildecorn. 


Folio: 17v. 

Date: Monday after the Feast of St Hilary in the year aforesaid 
[19th January 1349]. 

Orphans: Children of Henry le Sporiare and children of John Mildecorn. 

Ages: ng. 

Guardian: = John Crabbe. 

Inheritance: Goods and chattels to the value of £6 7s., to be delivered to them at 
their full age, or earlier if they should marry, or to their executors if 
they should die. 

Guarantors: John de Pedeston and Richard Burgeys. 
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Margaret, daughter of John Morys/Moris. 


Folio: 17v. 

Date: The same day [19th January 1349]. 
Orphan: Margaret Morys, daughter of John. 
Age: 6 years. 


Guardian: Richard Hurel. 

Inheritance: £40 of silver and other goods and chattels to the value of £17, to be 
delivered to Margaret at her lawful age, or earlier if she should marry, 
or to her executors if she should die. 

Guarantors: John de Payneswyk and Richard Horlok. 


Recognizance for Margaret Morys on f.17v is crossed through. Note below: on 
Monday after the Feast of the Decollation of St John the Baptist, year 29 [31st 
August 1355], John Beaumeys, who married Margaret, came before Richard le 
Spicer, mayor, John de Stokes and Richard de Dene, bailiffs, and acknowledged 
receipt of all the goods and chattels bequeathed to Margaret. 


Thomas, son of Robert de Thorleton. 


Folio: 17v. 

Date: Monday after the Feast of the Conversion of St Paul, in the year 
aforesaid [26th January 1349]. 

Orphan: Thomas de Thorleton, son of Robert. 

Age: 9 months. 


Guardian: John de Jernemuth. 

Inheritance: 10 marks (£6 13s. 4d.) of silver, and other goods and chattels worth 20 
marks (£13 6s. 8d.), to be delivered to Thomas when he reached his 
full age, or earlier if he should marry, or to his executors if he should 
die. 

Guarantors: Walter de Taunton and John le Gardiner. 


Eleanor, daughter of William de Wyght. 


Folio: 17v. 

Date: Wednesday after the Feast of St Gregory the Pope in the aforesaid year 
[18th March 1349]. 

Orphan: Eleanor de Wyght, daughter of William. 

Age: 14 years. 


Guardian: Eleanor, widow of Adam le Dubbare. 

Inheritance: Goods and chattels worth 69s. 3d., to be kept safely and delivered to 
Eleanor 6 years after the day of making William’s will, or earlier if she 
should marry, or to her executors if she should die. 

Guarantors: Ralph Whytelegh and Adam Sharp. 


Recognizance for Eleanor of Wyght on f.17v is crossed through. Note below: on 
Monday after the Feast of the Decollation of St John the Baptist, year 29 [31st August 
1355], John Dru, who married Eleanor, came before Richard le Spicer, mayor, John 
de Stoke and Richard de Dene bailiffs, and acknowledged receipt of all goods and 
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chattels, and the guardian and guarantors were discharged and the recognizance was 
cancelled. 


f.18r.John le Spicer mayor, vear 23 [1348-9]. 
John, son of William Chekkelegh. 


Folio: 18r. 

Date: Monday after the Feast of the Annunciation to the Blessed Virgin 
Mary in the year aforesaid [30th March 1349]. 

Orphan: John Chekkelegh, son of William. 

Age: 2 years. 


Guardian: = Edith Wydyhull. 

Inheritance: Goods and chattels worth £20, to be kept safely and delivered to John 
when he reached his full age, or earlier if he should marry, or to his 
executors if he should die. 

Guarantors: Walter de Taunton and Thomas de Salesbury. 


Note below: afterwards, on the same day and in the same place in the Guildhall 
[Gihald], Thomas de Covyntre took £10 worth of goods owed to him by the said 
William, and so the mayor agreed that the guarantors were excused the said £10. 


John, William, Nicholas, Edmund, Margaret, Thomasina, children of William de 
Warewyk. 


Folio: 18r. 

Date: Friday, 3rd day of April, in the aforesaid year [3rd April 1349].4% 

Orphans: John, William, Nicholas, Edmund, Margaret, Thomasina de Warewyk, 
children of William. 

Ages: Underage [infra etat’). 


Guardian: — Geoffrey de Aston. 

Inheritance: Lands and tenements and other goods and chattels worth £30 left 
to the children in William’s will for their use, to be kept safely and 
delivered to them when they reached their full age, or earlier if, with 
the consent of their friends, they should marry, or to their executors if 
they should die. 

Guarantors: John de Lyme and John de Collynton. 


John, son of John Wedmore. 


Folio: 18r. 

Date: Wednesday after the Feast of St John before the Latin Gate in the year 
aforesaid [13th May 1349]. 

Orphan: John Wedmore, son of John. 

Age: 1 year. 


Guardian: Robert le Clerk of Wedmore. 

Inheritance: Goods and chattels worth 40s., to be delivered to John at his full age, 
or earlier if he should marry, or to his executors if he should die. 

Guarantors: William de Dure and Thomas Bust. 


“8 This date confirms that the year was 1349. 
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Robert and Margaret or Julian Badecok.*” 


Folio: 18r. 

Date: The same day [13th May 1349]. 
Orphans: Robert and Margaret or Julian Badecok. 
Ages: ng. 


Guardian: Julian, wife of William [Coumbe]. 

Inheritance: £20, to be delivered to them at their full age, or earlier if they should 
marry, or to their executors if they should die. 

Guarantors: Walter Kebbe and Thomas Babbecary. 


Note in margin and below: on Wednesday before the Feast of the Purification of the 
Blessed Virgin Mary, 32 Edward II [31st January 1358], W le Heyr, who married 
Margaret, came before Walter Frompton mayor, Richard Cromwell and Geoffrey 
Beauflour bailiffs, and received from the said William £10 worth of goods of the 
same Margaret, who William Coumbe held in his custody, so William Coumbe was 
quit. 


Joan, Agnes and Eleanor, daughters of Jordan de Compton. 


Folio: 18r—v [3 recognizances, one for each orphan]. 

Date: Monday after the Feast of St John at the Latin Gate in the year 
aforesaid [11th May 1349]. 

Orphans: Joan, Agnes and Eleanor de Compton, daughters of Jordan. 

Ages: 6 years; 8 years; 5 years. 


Guardians: Richard Howyn for Joan. 
Richard de Magor for Agnes. 
John de Compton for Eleanor. 

Inheritance: Wool [lan] worth 8 marks (£5 6s. 8d.) to Joan and Agnes; chattels 
worth 8 marks to Eleanor; to be delivered to them, or the equivalent 
value, when they reached their full age, or earlier if they should marry, 
or to their executors if they should die. 

Guarantors: For Joan: John Pachet and Richard Langbrigg’. 

For Agnes: John Pieres and William Somerwell. 
For Eleanor: Thomas Babbecary and John Sampson. 


Very indistinct note below and in margin of recognizance for Joan de Compton on 
f.18r. Afterwards, on Monday before the Feast of St Augustine, 33 Edward III [26th 
August 1359], said Richard came before mayor Reginald Frensh, John Soor and 
Henry Vyel bailiffs, and in the said court handed over 8 marks which he held for the 
said Joan. 

Recognizance for Agnes de Compton on f.18r is crossed through. Note below and 
in margin: afterwards, on Monday the Feast of St Scholastica, 34 Edward II [10th 
February 1360], Agnes came before Thomas Babbecary, mayor, and acknowledged 
receipt from said Richard of goods and chattels and the security was cancelled. 
f.18r. Further note below: afterwards, on Monday after the Feast of St Martin, 35 
Edward HI [15th November 1361], Robert Cheddre then mayor, Agnes, Joan and 


”° The name Badecok appears only in the margin. The name of the girl orphan is given throughout as 
Julian but crossed through in one place and replaced by Margaret. The guardian, Julian, is referred to only 
as the wife of William; however, the note below indicates that she was Julian Coumbe. 
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Eleanor, daughters of Jordan de Compton, acknowledged receipt from said Richard 
Magor of the retained wool (?) [/n’ obstipatu’] 3 big brass pots and 3 smaller brass 
pots, 4 dishes of one stamp [unius sigt’s], 1 small dish, 2 basins with 2 ewers, | brass 
cooking pot [j cacabus ene’]. 

The recognizance for Eleanor de Compton on f.18v is crossed through. Note below: 
afterwards, on Monday after the Feast of Epiphany, 38 Edward III [8th January 1364], 
Eleanor came before Walter Derby, mayor, Henry Wyvelescomb and William Wodeford, 
bailiffs, and acknowledged full satisfaction and the recognizance was cancelled. 


Henry and Agnes, children of John Parys. 


Folio: 18v. 

Date: Friday after the Feast of St Barnabas the Apostle, in the same year 
[12th June 1349]. 

Orphans: Henry and Agnes Parys, children of John. 

Ages: 12 years; 7 years. 

Guardian: John Parys, brother of Henry and Agnes Parys. 

Inheritance: Goods and chattels worth £25 10s. 8d. to Henry; goods and chattels 
worth £15 10s. to Agnes; left to them in John’s will and to be delivered 
to them when they reached their full age, or earlier if they should 
marry, or to their executors if they should die. 

Guarantors: Thomas de Covyntre and John Gardiner. 


Alice, John and Margaret, children of Robert de Bathe. 


Folio: 18v-19r [3 recognizances, one for each orphan]. 

Date: Monday after the Feast of St Barnabus the Apostle in the year above 
[15th June 1349]. 

Orphans: Alice, John and Margaret de Bathe, children of Robert. 

Ages: 10 years; 14 years; 5 years. 

Guardians: John de Wryngton for Alice. 

Thomas Babbecary for John. 
John de Wycombe for Margaret. 

Inheritance: To each child, goods and chattels worth £100, left to them in Robert’s 
will and to be delivered to them when they reached their full age, or 
earlier if they should marry, or to their executors if they should die. 

Guarantors: For Alice: John de Wycombe and Alan de Wryngton. 

For John: John de Wycombe and John de Wryngton. 
For Margaret: John de Wryngton and Thomas Babbecary. 


The recognizance for Alice de Bathe on f.18v is crossed through. Note below: 
afterwards on Monday after the Feast of the Nativity of the Blessed Virgin Mary, 24 
Edward II [13th September 1350], John de Stoke, who married Alice de Bathe, came 
before John Wycoumbe, in place of Robert Gyen, then mayor, and acknowledged 
receipt from John de Wryngton of £100 sterling and all other goods and chattels 
bequeathed to Alice, and so John Wryngton was quit. 

Note below the recognizance for John de Bathe on f.19r: afterwards, in year 30 
Edward III [1356], John’s age having been proved, he came before the mayor and 
received £100 from Thomas [Babbecary] and so Thomas was quit. 
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The recognizance for Margaret de Bathe on f.19r is crossed through. Note below: 
afterwards, on Monday before the Feast of the Lord’s birth, 28 Edward HI [22nd 
December 1354], John Argleys, who married Margaret, came before Richard Spicer, 
mayor, and acknowledged receipt from John de Wycombe of all the goods and 
chattels bequeathed to Margaret, viz. £100, and so John was quit. 


[ff.19r—v have been torn and repaired with stitching]. 


William. son of Henry de Frompton. 


Folio: 19r 

Date: Friday after the Feast of the Nativity of St John the Baptist in the year 
aforesaid [19th June 1349]. 

Orphan: William de Frompton, son of Henry. 

Age: 5 years. 


Guardian: William Hayl/Hail. 

Inheritance: Goods and chattels worth £34, to be delivered to William when he 
reached his lawful age, or earlier if he should marry, or to his executors 
if he should die. 

Guarantors: John le Haukere and Walter Kebbe. 


Recognizance for William de Frompton on f.19r is crossed through. Note below: on 
28th August, 39 Edward II [1365], at his full age, said William came before Walter 
Derby, mayor, and acknowledged receipt from William Hail of £34, and William 
was quit and the security was cancelled. Witnessed in the Guildhall in the presence 
of Richard Horlok surrounded by other common councillors sitting with him. 


Richard and Margaret, children of Nicholas le Haukere/Haukare. 


Folio: 19v [and see ff.111r—v for children of William le Haukare]. 

Date: Monday after the Feast of SS. Peter and Paul, Apostles, 23 Edward III 
[6th July 1349]. 

Orphans: Richard and Margaret le Haukere, children of Nicholas. 

Ages: 6 years; 1 month. 

Guardian: Letitia la Haukere, widow of Nicholas. 

Inheritance: To Richard: £6 of silver and a silver cup worth 20s., left to him in the 
will of his father Nicholas. 
To Margaret a tenement which devolved to her by hereditary right. 
All to be delivered to them when they reached their lawful age, or 
earlier if they should marry, or to their executors if they should die. 

Guarantors: Thomas Babbecary and Henry le Haukere. 


f.30v. A new recognizance was taken for Margaret le Haukere on Monday after 
the Invention of the Holy Cross, 30 Edward III [9th May, 1356], before Thomas 
Babbecary, mayor, John de Colyngton and Richard Inhyne bailiffs, when Margaret 
was 7 years old, in which John Hawkere, attorney of William Coumbe, was given 
custody of the lands and tenements [not the body] of Margaret, with guarantors 
John de Hakston and Walter Kebbe. Her property was recorded in more detail 
than previously. Her inheritance was: a tenement with appurtenances in the suburb 
above Avon Back [super baccum Abbone] worth 50s. per annum excluding repairs; 
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a tenement in the same suburb with appurtenances in Temple Street [Templest] 
which was worth 30s. per annum, excluding repairs; a tenement in the same suburb 
in Redcliff Street [Redeclyue stret] which was worth 40s. per annum, excluding 
repairs; and a tenement in the same suburb upon the Avon Bridge [super pontem 
Abbone] which was worth 40s. per annum, excluding repairs; all to be delivered to 
Margaret when she reached her full age, or earlier if, with the consent of the mayor 
and of her friends, she should marry, or to her heirs if she should die. 

The recognizance for Margaret le Haukere above is crossed through. Note below: 
afterwards, on 20th September year Edward second [thirty-second (?) i.e. 1358] 
William Sendel came and acknowledged receipt of all the above inheritance as heir 
to the said Margaret. 

f.31v. A new recognizance was taken for Richard le Haukare on Monday after the 
Feast of All Saints [7th November] 1356, when he was aged 12 years, and in which 
Nicholas Chepman became his guardian with Thomas Babbecary and Thomas 
Inhyene as guarantors. Richard’s inheritance was described as: 110s., a silver cup 
weighing 17oz. and worth £2 by civil law [duabus libr’s de lege Ciuile], to be given 
to him at his full age, or to his executors if he should die 

f.36r. Another new recognizance was taken for Richard le Haukere on Monday 
before the Feast of the Conversion of St Paul, 34 Edward III [18th January, 1361], 
in which William Coumbe pledged to hand over all the goods held by Richard’s 
sister Margaret, which passed to him on her death. The guarantors were Thomas 
Babbecary and Thomas Inhine. 


Edward and John, sons of John le Eyr. 


Folio: 19v. 

Date: Monday after the Feast of SS Peter and Paul, Apostles, 23 Edward III 
[6th July 1349]. 

Orphans: Edward and John le Eyr, sons of John. 

Ages: 7 years; 6 years. 

Guardian: John de Wotton. 

Inheritance: Goods and chattels worth £8, viz: £4 to each, left to them in the will of 
their father John and to be delivered to them when they reached their 
lawful age, or earlier if they should marry, or to their executors if they 
should die. 

Guarantors: Richard Sampson and Walter Kebbe. 


Henry le Spicer, son of Stephen. 


Folio: 20r. 

Date: Wednesday after the Feast of the Exaltation of the Holy Cross, in the 
aforesaid year [16th September 1349]. 

Orphan: Henry le Spicer, son of Stephen. 

Age: 2 years. 


Guardian: John Turtle. 

Inheritance: £20 sterling, left to Henry in the will of his father and to be delivered 
to him when he reached his full age, or earlier if he should marry, or to 
his executors if he should die. 

Guarantors: Robert Gyene and John Wycombe. 
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[There is no obvious connection between the recognizance above and that of Edith, 
daughter of William le Spicer, on f.17v.] 


f.20r. Mayor John le Spicer [1348-9] 


Joan and Margaret, daughters of Thomas Albon. 


Folio: 
Date: 
Orphans: 
Ages: 
Guardians: 


Inheritance: 


Guarantors: 


20r—-v [2 recognizances, one for each orphan]. 

The same day [16th September 1349]. 

Joan and Margaret Albon, daughters of Thomas. 

Half a year; 5 years. 

Agnes, widow of Thomas Albon, for Joan. 

John de Lym, with the approval and assent of the mayor, at the request 
of others [ad rogatum aliquorum] handed over and conceded custody 
of Margaret to Thomas de Glastonbury, carpenter. 

To Joan: Goods and chattels worth 100s., to be delivered to her when 
she reached her full age, or earlier if she should marry, or to her 
executors if she should die. 

To Margaret, described as sole heir of Thomas and Joan Albon: goods 
and chattels worth 100s. with rents of half a mark annually from a 
tenement of Thomas’s in Baldwyn Street [Baluyn stret] which was 
to be held by Agnes, widow of Thomas, until the lawful age of John, 
son and another heir; one mark of rent assize from a tenement in Corn 
Street [Cornstret] in which John de Colyngton lived at the time of 
drawing up this present (document); one tenement in the suburb the 
length of Stackpool Street /Stacepullestret] up to the tenement of 
Thomas Bealechier opposite the cemetery of St Stephen’s church; a 
tenement in Fisher Lane [Fischereslone] situated above the pulley 
[la Pulle| between the tenement of John Turtle on one side and the 
tenement of Margaret la Knitte on the other side; a tenement in Marsh 
Street [Merstret] between the house of the late John Pipe on one 
side and the garden of John Blanket on the other side; two shops in 
Corn Street situated between the tenement of John de Colyngton on 
one side and the tenement of the late John Atte Shoppe on the other 
side; two shops in Broadmead [la Brodemede] situated between the 
tenement of John Wachet on one side and the garden of the brothers 
of the Kalendars on the other side; two shops against the Bars [apud 
la Barres] situated between the tenement of John Russel, Cook [Cok], 
on one side and the tenement of William Pokelchurche on the other 
side, together with all other tenements, owed to her by inheritance or 
hereditary right, to be delivered to her when she reached her lawful 
age, or earlier if she should marry, or to her executors if she should 
die. 

For Joan: Walter de Frompton and John Drou. 

For Margaret: Richard Horlok and Robert Atte Walle. 


The recognizance for Margaret Albon is crossed through. Note below: on Monday 
after the Feast of the Apostles Peter and Paul, 26 Edward HI [25th June 1352], 
Thomas de Glastyngbury came before John le Spicer, mayor, and Thomas was freed 
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from his obligation because Margaret was dead, as established in court on the oath 
of worthy men [per relatum fidedignorum]. 

f.29r. A new recognizance was taken for Joan Albon on Wednesday, the Feast of St 
John before the Latin Gate, 29 Edward III [6th May 1355], when she was 6 and a 
half years old, in which Richard Spicer was named guardian, with John Stoke and 
Robert Prentyz as guarantors. Her inheritance is described in more detail. She was 
left £10 of silver and also rents from a tenement in Baldwin Street [BaldWynestret] 
in which Thomas Albon formerly lived; two halls [duabus aulis] and eight shops in 
Stackpool Street [Stacepullestret]; two shops in Corn Street opposite the cemetery 
of St Werburgh [St Wereburge]; a garden [uno gardino] in Grope Lane [Gropelaine] 
which John de Cobyndon held; 13s. 4d. fixed rent [redd ass’us] coming out of the 
tenement of Richard Wodehulle in Corn Street, together with all other tenements 
and rents owed, either through inheritance or by right of inheritance [si que het’ 
uel de iuris here’ debet’]. All goods and chattels, rents and tenements were to be 
delivered to her when she reached her full age, or earlier if she should marry, or to 
her executors if she should die. 

The recognizance on f.29r for Joan Albon is crossed through. Note below: this 
previous security was cancelled because custody of Joan, together with goods and 
chattels, lands and tenements, was given to Elias Spelly by Richard Spicer, mayor, as 
appears by the writing of an indenture made between Richard and Elias and inserted 
on the following folio. 

f.30r is a record of the indenture, written in French, between Richard le Spicer and 
Elias Spelly, referred to on f.29r and concerning the inheritance of Joan Albon, 
daughter of Thomas Albon. A translation is given in full below: 


Let it be known that this is a copy of an indenture made in Bristol [Bristuit] on 
Monday after the Feast of St Barnabas the apostle in the reign of Edward the third 
since the conquest twenty nine [15th June 1355], between Richard Lespicer mayor 
of Bristol on one side and Elias [Elys] Spelly, burgess of the same town on the other. 
Witness that Richard has handed over to said Elias [Elys] custody of the body [as 
baille la garde du corps] of Joan, daughter of Thomas Albon, aged six years and 
a quarter with xiiij li (£14) of silver and goods and chattels, a house in Baldwin 
Street which said Elias inhabits on the day of making this testimony [fesaunce de 
testes], which is worth iiij marks (£2 13s. 4d.) per annum, viij shops in Marsh Street 
[Merschstrete] which are worth xxxijs. (32s. or £1 12s.) per annum, excluding 
repairs [for sp’e la rep’se], ij rooms there which are worth xviijs. (18s.) per annum 
excluding repairs, xiijs. iiijd. (13s. 4d.) of rent assize from a tenement which John 
de Colyngton inhabits on Corn Street, ij shops there which are worth xxviijs. (28s. 
or £1 8s.) per annum excluding repairs, a garden in Grope Lane [Groplane] which 
is worth ijs. per annum and a parcel of land at Stapleton [Stapelton] which is worth 
ijs. per annum. But Elias is allowed xviijs. (18s.) for the repairs of the viij shops 
and ij halls in Marsh Street and ij shops in Corn Street and Ls. and viijd. (50s. 8d. 
or £2 10s. 8d.) per annum for Joan’s upbringing [norture] and also said Elias will 
well and properly maintain the tenements or their appurtenances in all necessities 
and the rents issuing from the tenements during all the time that Joan is in his care. 
He will pay those to whom rents are legally due such that all things allow Elias to 
pay to Joan ij li (£4) from each that is in his care. [Elias is] to have and hold the 
aforesaid custody and the goods and chattels, lands and tenements aforesaid until 
Joan’s full age, or earlier if she should marry with the consent of the mayor, or, if, in 


98 Orphans, Widows and Guardians in Medieval and Early Modern Bristol 


the meantime [en le meen temps], she should die, [he should pay] her executors the 
xiiij li [£14] abovesaid, or the arrears of the said 1iij li [£4] per annum, and keep them 
well and properly maintained [apparailler] for the said Joan. And in the mean time, 
he will protect the other inherited lands and tenements from alienation by fraud or 
deceit, so that Joan is in no way deceived, giving a loyal account to the said Joan of 
rendered, except if Joan in the meantime should live elsewhere than the town of 
Bristol or enter religion in any way or be married by the said Elys or any other in his 
name without the consent of the mayor. The said Elias commits himself, his heirs 
and executors, to doing the above things well and loyally, and his goods and chattels, 
lands and tenements, into whoever’s hands they may fall, to the distraint of the mayor 
of the town at the time. And for greater security of all things, the abovesaid Thomas 
Babcary and John de Hackeston, burgesses, agree to be guarantors and principal 
pledges, committing themselves, their heirs and executors, goods and chattels, lands 
and tenements, to maintain the said Joan. As witness of which things on one side of 
this indenture the said Richard puts the seal of his office and on the other side the 
said Elias as well as the said Thomas and John have put their seals. Made at Bristol 
on the day and year above stated. 


The indenture on f.30r is crossed through. Note in margin: this security is cancelled 
because a new one concerning this agreement was made in the time of Reginald 
Frensh, mayor, which is inserted according to the custom of the town. 

ff.32r—v. A new recognizance was taken for Joan Albon, aged 7 years, on Monday 
after the Annunciation to the Blessed Virgin Mary, 31 Edward III, [27th March 
1357], before John de Cobyndon, taking the place of the mayor, in which Elias 
Spelly continued his guardianship, with Thomas Babbecary and John Hakston as 
guarantors. Joan’s inheritance was £10 of silver and the same tenements and shops 
as described previously. 


Robert, son of James Tilly. 


Folio: 20v. 

Date: The same day and year [16th September 1349]. 
Orphan: Robert Tilly, son of James. 

Age: 4 years. 


Guardian: John de Lym. 

Inheritance: Goods and chattels worth £27 and 8 shops located in the suburb of 
Bristol outside Temple gate [extra portam Templi], and a croft [uno 
crofto] and two gardens there together, lying between the garden of 
Alice Tylly on one side and the king’s highway [regiam viam] on the 
other. All were to be delivered to him when he reached his full age, or 
earlier if he should marry, or to his executors if he should die before 
this. 

Guarantors: Peter Romeneye and John de Colyngton. 


Recognizance for Robert Tilley on f.20v is crossed through. Note below: afterwards, 
on Friday after the Feast of the Conception of the Blessed Virgin Mary, 42 Edward 
II [15th December 1368], Robert Tilly came before Walter Derby, mayor, and other 
councillors, and acknowledged receipt of his goods and chattels and John Lym, 
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Peter Romenye and John Colyngton were discharged. [Robert Tilly died in 1382, 
see Wadley, Wills, no. 6]. 


Agnes, daughter of John Horncastell. 


Folio: 21r. 

Date: On Monday, the Feast of St Mathew the Apostle year as below 
[21st September 1349].**° 

Orphan: Agnes Horncastell, daughter of John. 

Age: n.g. [8 or 9, see below]. 


Guardian: Alan de Wryngton. 

Inheritance: Goods and chattels worth £83, left to Agnes in the will of her father, to 
be delivered to her when she reached her lawful age, or earlier if she 
should marry, or to her executors if she should die before. 

Guarantors: John de Wycombe, John de Wryngton and Thomas Babbecary. 


Recognizance for Agnes Horncastell on f.21r is crossed through and a new 
recognizance was taken for her, dated Monday before the Feast of Apostles Philip 
and James, when Robert Gyen was mayor, in year 24 [26th April 1350]. Her age 
was given as nine years, and Geoffrey Beauflour was her guardian, with Robert 
Seward and Thomas de Coventre as guarantors. Her inheritance was now described 
as goods and chattels worth £44 17s. and a silver dish [vasus argenti] worth — (sic) 
with conditions as before. 

This second recognizance for Agnes is crossed through with a note below: afterwards, 
on Monday after the Feast of the Decollation of St John the Baptist, 29 Edward III 
[31st August 1355] William de Cheddre, who married Agnes, came before Richard 
le Spicer, mayor, and John de Stoke and Richard de Dene, and acknowledged receipt 
of all her goods and chattels and sought that Geoffrey Beauflour and the guarantors 
should be discharged. 


Agnes, daughter of Miles Dosy. 


Folio: 21r. 

Date: The same day [21st September 1349]. 
Orphan: Agnes Dosy, daughter of Miles. 

Age: 2 years. 


Guardian: John de Hegh[am]. 

Inheritance: 4 marks sterling (£2 13s. 4d.), to be delivered to her when she reached 
her full age, or earlier if she should marry, or to her executors if she 
should die. 

Guarantors: Walter de Taunton and John le Gardiner. 


f.21v. In the time of Robert Gyene, mayor, Years 23-24 [1349-50]. 


The following entry on f.21v dated Wednesday, the Feast of St Hilary, 23 Edward III 
[13th January 1350] is not in the form of a conventional recognizance. 


“8° The 21st September fell on a Monday in 1349, confirming that this was the year referred to in the 
recognizance. 
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Marginal note: and because the guardianship of orphans and children being underage 
pertains to the office of the mayor of the town of Bristol whoever it may be. 


George le Longe/Lange. 


George le Longe of Easton [de Eston’], son of Thomas, aged 12 years, sought to be 
given a tenement in the suburb of Bristol in Temple Street [in uico templi], which 
formerly belonged to John Fraunceys junior, which George acquired by hereditary 
descent and to which George should be admitted, according to his right. Since the 
mayor is responsible for the guardianship of orphans and underage children, Thomas 
le Lange, father of George, came before the mayor and sought custody of the body of 
George until he reached his full age, wishing and conceding that Robert de Cheddre, 
burgess, should hold, by liberty of the mayor, custody of the tenement with its 
appurtenances during the time that Thomas had custody of George. And Robert de 
Cheddre came before the mayor in court and took custody of the same tenement with 
its appurtenances, to deliver it to George when he should reach his full age, together 
with collected rent [arr ’s redditus] coming from the tenement and an account, except 
for the outlay and expense by said Robert or rent from the land around the said 
tenement coming in to said Robert. Robert’s guarantors were Thomas Babbecary 
and Robert de Taunton, dyer. 


ff.22r — 27v are blank. 


f.28r. Richard | icer mavor, Year 28, bailiffs John de Stoke and Robert Atte 
Walle [1353-4].**! 


Julian, daughter of William Peres/Pieres. 


Folio: 28r. 

Date: Monday after the Feast of St Peter called Ad Vincula, 28 Edward III 
[4th August 1354]. 

Orphan: Julian Peres, daughter of William. 

Age: Half a year. 

Guardian: John Pieres. 

Inheritance: £8 of silver in goods, all to be kept safely and delivered to her when 
she reached her lawful age, or earlier if she should marry, or to her 
executors if she should die. 

Guarantors: William de Beteslegh and John Shipman. 


William and John, sons of John Lyndraper. 


Folio: 28r-v [2 recognizances, one for each orphan]. 

Date: Monday, the day after the Exaltation of the Holy Cross, in the aforesaid 
year [15th September 1354]. 

Orphans: William and John Lyndraper, sons of John, burgess. 


8! These officials were recorded by Ricart as being in office from 1353-4, although Latimer believed that 
John Cobynton was mayor then, with bailiffs John Castelcare and Thomas de Coventre. Ricart, Kalendar, 
p. 35; Latimer, ‘Civic Officers’, p.125. 
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Ages: 4 years; 1 year and a half. 

Guardians: Robert Prentis for William. 

Edith, widow of John senior, for John. 

Inheritance: To each boy: £10 and £8 1444d., which was a third part produced from 
the residue of John senior’s goods, to be kept safely and delivered in 
full [integre] to William and John when they reached their lawful age. 

Guarantors: For William: John de Stoke and John de Wryngton. 

For John: John de Hakston and Thomas de Covyntres. 


Note below on f.28v. afterwards, on Monday after the Feast of the Purification of 
the Blessed Mary, 33 Edward III [4th February 1359], Robert Prentys came before 
Reginald le Frensh, mayor, John Soor and Henry Vyel, bailiffs, and delivered said 
£8 14'4d. to Richard Haleweye, with the consent of the mayor and bailiffs, to be 
delivered to said John when he reached his full age, and the guarantors were Robert 
Halewey and John Babtisebergh. 

The recognizance for John Lyndraper is crossed though. Note below on f.28r. 
Cancelled because John was paid before Walter Derby mayor, William Somerwell 
sheriff, 4 Richard II [1380-81]. 


f.28v. Mayor Richard Spicer, vear 28, bailiffs John de Stoke, Richard de Dene 
[1354-5]. 


James and Agnes, children of Richard de Morlewode. 


Folio: 28v. 

Date: Monday after the Feast of All Saints, in the year as below 
[3rd November 1354]. 

Orphans: James and Agnes de Morlewode, children of Richard. 

Ages: 11 years; n.g. 

Guardian: William Power. 

Inheritance: To James: A certain tenement in Redland [la Redelonde] in the suburb 
and other goods and chattels worth 79s. 
To Agnes: goods and chattels worth 79s. 
All to be kept safely and delivered to them in full when they reached 
their lawful age, or earlier if, with the consent of their friends, they 
should marry, or to their executors if they should die. 

Guarantors: John Foliot and Walter Kyng. 


Note below: afterwards, on Monday, the day after St Dunstan, 33 Edward III [20th 
May 1359], Agnes came before Reginald le Frensh, mayor, and received 78s. (sic) 
from William Power, who, with his guarantors, was quit. 


Agnes, daughter of John Wale. 


Folio: 28Vv. 

Date: Monday before the Feast of the Annunciation to the Blessed Mary, 29 
Edward III [23rd March 1355]. 

Orphan: Agnes Wale, daughter of John. 

Age: 7 years. 


Guardian: John de Hakston. 
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Inheritance: A certain tenement which John inhabited in the suburb in Tucker 
Street [Toukerestret] and other goods and chattels worth - (sic), left 
to her by her mother Margaret, all to be delivered to her when she 
reached her lawful age, or earlier if she should marry. 

Guarantors: John Sampson and John de Wotton. 


f.29r. Richard Spicer mayor, vear 29 [1354-5]. 
Joan, daughter of Thomas Albon. 


Folio: 29r [see ff.20r—v]. 


f.29r. Thomas Babbecary mayor, bailiffs John of Colynton and Richard Inhyne 
[1355-6]. 


William, son of Adam Tornok. 


Folio: 29r [see f.17r]. 


f.29v is blank. 


Joan, daughter of Thomas Albon. 


f.30r is a record of the indenture, written in French, between Richard le Spicer and 
Elias Spelly, referred to on f.29r and concerning the inheritance of Joan Albon, 
daughter of Thomas Albon [see ff.20r—v]. 


f.30v. Thomas Babbecary mayor, John de Colyngton and Richard Inhyne 
bailiffs, Year 30 [1355-6]. 


Margaret, daughter of Nicholas le Haukere. 
Folio: 30v [see f.19v]. 


f.31r is blank. 


f.31v. Reginald Frensh mayor, Year 30, bailiffs Walter Derby and Thomas 
Inhyne [Edward III, 1356-7]. 


Christina, daughter of William Medeweye. 


Folio: 31v. 

Date: Monday after the Feast of St Michael, 30 Edward III 
[3rd October 1356]. 

Orphan: Christina Medeweye, daughter of William. 

Age: ng. 


Guardian: John Methelane. 

Inheritance: £4 for Christina’s marriage, received from John Folyott and bequeathed 
by Christina Folyott, late wife of John, to be delivered in full to 
Christina Medeweye on her marriage, or to John or his executors if 
she should end her days before. 

Guarantors: Gregory Blanket and Henry de Cobyndon. 
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Richard, son of Nicholas le Haukere. 


Folio: 31v [see f.19v]. 


John, son of Roger Wodhull/Wodehull senior. 


Folio: 31v-32r. 

Date: Monday before the Feast of St Vincent in the aforesaid year 
[18th January 1357]. 

Orphan: John Wodhull, son of Roger senior [mistakenly written as John on 
f.31v]. 

Age: 9 years. 


Guardian: | Roger Wodhull junior [brother of John]. 

Inheritance: Goods and chattels delivered by William Hayl viz: 60s. of silver, a 
bronze pot worth 14s 2'4d., a chest worth 10s., two carpets worth 10s., 
two linen cloths worth 5s., to be kept safely and given to John at his 
full age, or to his executors if he should die. 

Guarantors: John Rede and John Lange of Cardiff [Kerdyf]. 


Note added: afterwards, said Roger came before Thomas Babbecary, mayor, and 
delivered the said goods to John and sought release for himself and his guarantors 
from the guardianship and was quit. And then custody of John was given to Adam 
Poumtefreyt, as appears below during the mayoralty of Thomas Babbecary. 

f.34v. A recognizance was taken for John Wodehull, son of Roger Wodehull senior, 
on Monday after the Feast of St Gregory the Pope, 34 Edward III [16th March 1360], 
in which John’s guardianship passed to Adam Pountiefreyt because Roger Wodehull 
junior, the previous guardian, voluntarily [sponte] asked to be relieved. The 
inheritance was exactly as before and the new guarantors were Thomas Babbecary 
and Thomas Inhyne. 


Isabel, daughter of Henry Westin. 
Folio: 32r [see f.17r]. 


Joan, daughter of Thomas Albon. 
Folio: 32r—v [see ff.20r—v]. 


f.32v._Mayor Reginald Frensh, vear 31 Edward III, bailiffs Walter Derby and 
Thomas Inhyne [1356-7]. 


Thomas, son of William and Margaret Fayreford. 


Folio: 32v. 

Date: Monday after the Feast of St Mathias the Apostle, year as above 
[27th February 1357]. 

Orphan: Thomas Fayreford, son of William and Margaret and heir of Margaret. 

Age: 14 years. 


Guardian: John de Dene. 
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Inheritance: A tenement with appurtenances in the suburb of Bristol in Baldwin 
Street [in s’burb’ Bristoll’ in Baldewynestret] and other goods and 
chattels left to Thomas in Margaret’s will, the tenement to be kept safe 
from rain and wind [a pluuia & ruma] and all to be delivered in full to 
Thomas at his full age. 

Guarantors: Walter Derby and Richard de Dene. 


f.32v. Walter Frompton mayor, 32 Edward III, Richard Bremdon and Geoffrey 
Beauflour bailiffs [1357-8]. 


John, son of Thomas de Salesbury. 


Folio: 32Vv. 

Date: Monday after the Feast of the Translation of St Thomas Martyr, year 
32 [9th July 1358]. 

Orphan: John de Salesbury, son of Thomas. 

Age: 1 year. 


Guardian: —_ Robert Yerdelegh. 
Inheritance: A tenement, to be kept safely and delivered in full at John’s full age. 
Guarantors: John Sampson and Walter Taunton, burgesses. 


f.33r. W Frompton mayor, year 32, bailiffs Richard de Bromdon and Geoffrey 
Beauflour [1357-8]. 


John and Thomas, sons of Walter Breware. 


Folio: 33r [2 recognizances, one for each orphan]. 

Date: Monday before the Feast of St Margaret in the aforesaid year 
[16th July 1358]. 

Orphans: John and Thomas Breware, sons of Walter. 

Ages: 7 years; 1 and a half years. 


Guardian: Ralph de Bardestaple. 

Inheritance: Goods and chattels worth £18 to each of them, to be kept safely 
anddelivered to them at their full age or to their executors if they 
should die before. 

Guarantors: John Sampson and David Brounenesynge. 


f.33v. Walter Frompton mayor [1357-8]. 
William, son of William Crips. 


Folio: 33v. 

Date: On the day and place as below — [Die & loco quo infra] 
[24th September 1358]. 

Orphan: William Crips, son of William. 

Age: 14 years. 


Guardian: William Coumbe/Combe. 
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Inheritance: £8 of goods and chattels, to be kept safely for William’s use and 
delivered to him at his full age, or to his executors if he should die 
before. 

Guarantors: Walter Frompton and Thomas Babbecary. 


Recognizance for William Crips on f.33v is crossed through. Note below: on Monday 
after the Feast of St Dunstan the Bishop, in year 41 Edward [24th May 1367] before 
the mayor, Walter Frompton, and other councillors, William, at his full age, came 
and acknowledged receipt in full of the said sum from William Combe, who was 
quit. 


f.34r. W. Frompton mayor. [1357-8]. 


Richard, John and Joan, children of William Iweyn. 


Folio: 33v-34r [3 recognizances, one for each orphan]. 

Date: Monday before the Feast of St Michael, the year as below 
[24th September 1358]. 

Orphans: Richard, John and Joan Iweyn, children of William. 

Ages: - [sic, but see f.41r below, thus 10 years]; one year; four years. 

Guardians: Walter Kebbe for Richard. 

Joan, widow of William Iweyn, for John and Joan. 

Inheritance: To Richard: a shop with courtyard [curtilagium] adjacent in the 

suburb of Bristol in Temple Street [in s’burb’ Bristoll’ in Templestrete]| 
worth 4s. per annum; 6s. rent coming out of a certain holding next to 
Templegate [templeyate] which John Spens and his wife Isabel held 
for their lives [ad terminum vite sue] with half an acre of land opposite 
the said holding worth 18d. per annum, and other goods and chattels 
worth 24s. 2d., to be kept safely and delivered to Richard at his full 
age, or to his executors if he should die. 
To John and Joan: a shop with a courtyard adjacent in Temple Street 
[Templestret] worth 4s. per annum to each child, with other goods and 
chattels worth 4s. 10d. to John and worth 7s. 4d. to Joan, to be kept 
safely and delivered to them at their full age, or to their executors if 
they should die. 

Guarantors: Baldwin de Millton was guarantor for all the recognizances. Walter 
Kebbe was guarantor for John and Joan and Richard Inhyne for 
Richard. 


f.41r. A new recognizance was taken for Richard Iweyn on Monday after the Feast of 
the Purification of the Blessed Virgin Mary, 36 Edward III (7th February 1362), when 
he was aged 14. His guardian was named as Adam Milkusham and his inheritance of 
goods and chattels was unspecified. Guarantors were Thomas March called [dictus] 
Taillour and Robert Taunton. 


f.34v. Thomas Babbecary mayor, Year 33 (1359-60). 
John, son of Roger Wodehull. 
Folio: 34v [see ff 31v-32r]. 


106 = Orphans, Widows and Guardians in Medieval and Early Modern Bristol 


f.35r. Babbecary mayor, bailiffs John Stokes and Walter Derby [1359-60]. 


John, son of John Beaumeys/Beaumyes/Beaumys. 


Folio: 35r. 

Date: Monday before the Feast of the Nativity of St John the Baptist, 34 
Edward HI [22nd June 1360]. 

Orphan: John Beaumeys, son of John. 

Age: Two and a half years. 


Guardian: — Richard Hurel. 

Inheritance: £14 of silver from the goods of John senior, to be kept safely and 
delivered at John junior’s full age, or to his executors if he should 
die. Added below: in addition, certain tenements which John inherited 
after the death of Margaret, John Beaumeys’ wife, viz: one tenement 
in Broad Street [Bradestrete] where John lived at his death, one 
tenement in the suburb next to the castle mill [molend’ castri] and two 
shops in the same suburb next to the key [iuxta kayam]. 

Guarantors: William Hayl and Richard Horlok. 


Recognizance for John Beaumeys on f.35r is all crossed through. Note below: 
Afterwards, on Monday after the Feast of the Translation of St Nicholas, 44 Edward 
Ii [13th May 1370], Thomas Glastyngbury, carpenter, who had married Margaret 
Beaumyes, and was executor, with Margaret, of John Beaumyes [senior’s] will, 
acknowledged receipt from said Richard [Hurel] of £14 of silver left to John by his 
father because John, son of John Beaumys, died without making a will. 

[Margaret Beaumys was the daughter of John Morys and had married John Beaumys 
in 1355, see f.17v. Her subsequent marriage to Thomas Glastyngbury was evidently 
rather short-lived, since she had died by 1360.] 


Joan, daughter of John Atte Welle. 


Folio: 35r. 

Date: Monday after the Feast of St Mathias the Apostle, 34 Edward III 
[1st March 1360]. 

Orphan: Joan Atte Welle, daughter of John. 

Age: 10 years. 

Guardian: Joan, widow of John Atte Welle. 

Inheritance: £10 of silver from the goods left by John, to be kept safely and 
delivered to Joan at her full age, or to her executors if she should die. 

Guarantors: Thomas Babbecary and Thomas Inhyne, burgesses. 


f.35v is blank. 


f.36r. Richard Spicer mayor, Year 35, bailiffs Walter Derby and John Hakston 
[1360-61]. 


Richard, son of Nicholas le Haukere. 
Folio: 36r [see f.19v]. 
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Robert, Eleanor, Margaret and Edith, children of John Wryngton. 


Folio: 
Date: 
Orphans: 
Ages: 


Guardian: 
Inheritance: 


Guarantors: 


36r for Robert, 36v for Eleanor, Margaret and Edith 

[2 recognizances]. 

Monday after the Feast of St Peter in Cathedra, 35 Edward III 

[1st March 1361]. 

Robert, Eleanor, Margaret and Edith Wryngton, children of John. 

4 years; 10 years; 9 years; 2 years. 

Alice, widow of John Wryngton. 

To Robert: lands, tenements and rents in Bristol and the suburb. These, 
and Alice’s tenements, all to be delivered to Robert at his full age in 
as good a state as John left them, or to his heirs and executors if he 
should die. 

To Eleanor: 30s. rent going out of a tenement in high Bristol [in alto 
Bristoll] which William Cheddre held, which rent John left in his will 
to Eleanor his daughter, to be held by Eleanor after the death of Alice, 
widow of Roger Plufe. 

To Margaret: 3 shops with courtyards adjacent in the suburb next to 
les Rekkes. 

To Edith: a tenement in Redcliff Street [Redeclyuestrete] which was 
called ‘Buldebury’. 

All property to be held, together with their rents and with Alice’s other 
lands and tenements, until the children’s full age. 

Thomas Babbecary, William Coumbe and Adam Pountefreyt for both 
recognizances. 


Thomas, son of John Graunge. 


Folio: 

Date: 
Orphan: 
Age: 
Guardian: 
Inheritance: 


Guarantors: 


36v. 

On the day and year above [1st March 1361]. 

Thomas Graunge, son of John. 

6 years. 

William Huntelegh, cook [coke]. 

Sis. 10d. of silver and | silver spoon worth 12d., to be delivered to 
Thomas at his full age, or to his executors if he should die. 

William Wodeford and John Proutyng. 


Robert, son of Richard Aleyn. 


Folio: 
Date: 


Orphan: 
Age: 
Guardian: 
Inheritance: 


Guarantors: 


37r. 

Monday after the Feast of St Michael, 35 Edward III 

[October 4th 1361].* 

Robert Aleyn, son and heir of Richard. 

16 years. 

William Somerwell. 

A tenement in Tucker Street [Toukerstret], to be delivered to Robert at 
his full age, or to his executors if he should die. 

Thomas Inhyne and Walter Muleward. 


432 


The guardian and orphan appeared before mayor Richard Spicer, bailiffs John Hakston and Walter 


Derby although, officially, their term of office should have ended by October 4th. 
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f.37v. Richar icer mayor. r 35, bailiffs John Harkeston and Walter Derby 
[1360-61]. 


John, son of John Wicombe/Widcombe/Wycoumbe. 


Folio: 37Vv. 

Date: The day after Holy Trinity, 35 Edward HI [24th May 1361]. 
Orphan: John Wicombe, son of John. 

Age: — years (sic). 

Guardian: William Coumbes. 


Inheritance: £20 and a tenement in the suburb in Redcliff Street [Redclyuestret] 
between the tenement of Alice of Widcombe on one side and the 
tenement of the late John Uphull on the other, to be delivered to John 
at his full age, or to his executors if he should die before. 

Guarantors: John Hakeston and John Stoke. 


Recognizance for John Wicombe on f.37v is crossed through. Note below: afterwards, 
on 20th September, 36 Edward III [1362], before Robert Cheddre mayor, with Elias 
Spelly and William Somerwell bailiffs, Richard and Thomas Inhyne, executors of 
John Wycombe’s will, relieved William Combes of his guardianship because John 
[junior] had died under age and without making a will. 


John, son of Hugh de Frompton. 


Folio: 37Vv. 

Date: Monday before the Feast of St Margaret in the year above 
[19th July 1361]. 

Orphan: John de Frompton, son of Hugh. 

Age: 8 years. 

Guardian: Matilda, widow of Hugh Frompton. 

Inheritance: 3 silver cups, one with a lid worth 30s. 6d., two others without lids 
worth 32s., 12 spoons worth 24s., three maplewood cups worth 40s., 
1 kiln or oven (j fornac’) worth 50s., six lead beer vessels [sex uasa 
plumb’ ceruical] worth 43s., two basins with two ewers worth 21s. 
4d., two cloths worth 4s. 2d., six towels worth 6s. 8d., 4 linen cloths 
worth 8s.4d., two feather beds worth 8s., two coverlets [duos chalons| 
worth 9s. & two bed covers [duo coopertores lectorum] worth 9s. 6d., 
to be kept safely and delivered to John when he reached his full age or 
to his executors if he should die. 

Guarantors: Walter Frompton and John de Cobyndon. 


The recognizance for John de Frompton is crossed through and a new one was taken 
on f.38r, dated the Monday before the Feast of St Bartholomew, 35 Edward III [23rd 
August 1361]. In this recognizance, Walter Frompton was named as the guardian 
with John de Cobyndon and John Atte Celer as his guarantors, and John Frompton’s 
inheritance was now described as £30 of silver. 

This second recognizance on f.38r for John Frompton is crossed through. Note 
below: on Monday the first day of the 40th week, 37 Edward III [2nd October 1363] 
John Beste, executor of Hugh Frompton’s will, came with Matilda, Hugh’s widow, 
whom he married, and acknowledged receipt from Walter de Frompton of £30 
because John Frompton had died without leaving a will. 
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f.38v is blank. 


f.39r._Robert Cheddre_ mayor, Year_36, bailiffs Elias Spelly and William 
Somerwell [1361-2]. 


John, son of John de Haywude. 


Folio: 39r, 

Date: Monday after the Feast of the Conception of the Blessed Virgin Mary, 
35 Edward III, end [of this regnal year] [13th December 1361]. 

Orphan: John de Haywude, son of John. 

Age: 9 years. 

Guardian: Richard Nethurbury. 

Inheritance: Goods and chattels worth half a mark (6s. 8d.), to be delivered at 
his lawful age, or earlier if he should marry, or to his executors if he 
should die before. 

Guarantor: Walter Taunton. 


John, son of John Bathe. 


Folio: 39r [and see f.52r for Alice Bathe]. 
Date: The same day [13th December 1361]. 
Orphan: John Bathe, son of John. 

Age: 7 years. 


Guardian: = William Selycoke. 

Inheritance: £10 in money; a silver cup with lid worth 20s., 12 silver spoons worth 
12s. 2d., to be delivered to John, or their value, when he reached his 
lawful age, or to his executors if he should die. 

Guarantors: John Haukere and Robert le Hopere. 


Recognizance for John Bathe on f.39r is crossed through. Note below: on Monday 
after the Feast of the Apostles Peter and Paul, 50 Edward III [30th June 1376], John 
Bathe received his inheritance, as detailed above, from William Selycoke, John 
Haukere and Robert le Hopere. 

[f.52r—v, see below. A recognizance for Alice Bathe, daughter of John Bathe of 
Bristol, was taken on 15th September 1376. It is not clear whether the familes were 
related. However, Alice’s inheritance was considerably greater than that of John 
Bathe above. ] 


f.39v.Robert Cheddre mayor, bailiffs Elias Spelly and William Somerwell 
[1361-2]. 


John, son of Robert and Alice Honybourn. 


Folio: 39v. 

Date: Monday after the Feast of the Purification of the Blessed Virgin Mary, 
36 Edward III, beginning [7th February 1362]. 

Orphan: John Honybourn, son of Robert and Alice. 


Age: 3 and a half years. 


110 = Orphans, Widows and Guardians in Medieval and Early Modern Bristol 


Guardian: Walter Guytyng of Evesham. 

Inheritance: Half a tenement in the suburb of Bristol [Bristol], in Fish Lane 
[Fyschlane], which came to him by right of inheritance after the death 
of Robert and Alice. The property was worth 10s. per annum of silver 
in rent, including all outgoings except repairs [in omnibus suis exitibus 
praeter reparsas], and Walter promised to keep it in a good state [in 
bono statu], and to deliver it to John when he reached his lawful age, 
or to his executors if he should die before. 

Guarantors: John Hakestone and Elias Spelly. 


Joan, daughter of William Malcoum. 


Folio: 39v. 

Date: The same day [7th February 1362]. 
Orphan: Joan Malcoum, daughter of William. 
Age: 5 years. 

Guardian: = William Peautrer. 


Inheritance: A silver bowl with lid worth 60s. 
Guarantors: Henry Moul and John Wotton. 


f.40r. Mayor Year 36 [Edward II, 1362-3]. 
John, son of Robert Yerdeleye. 


Folio: 40r. 

Date: Monday after the Feast of the Annunciation to the Blessed Virgin 
Mary, 36 Edward III [28th March 1362]. 

Orphan: John Yerdeleye, son of Robert. 

Age: A quarter of a year. 

Guardian: Joan, widow of Robert Yerdeley. 

Inheritance: £4 sterling, to be delivered to John at his full age, or to his executors. 

Guarantors: John Pedewell and William Portlond. 


Joan, daughter of William Betusleye. 


Folio: 40r. 

Date: Monday after the Feast of the Nativity of St John the Baptist, 36 
Edward II [27th June 1362]. 

Orphan: Joan Betusleye, daughter of William. 

Age: 10 years. 


Guardian: Geoffrey Wermystre. 

Inheritance: 20 marks (£13. 6s. 8d.), to be delivered to Joan at her full age, or 
earlier if she should marry, or to her executors if she should die before. 

Guarantors: John Blanket and William Erlyngham. 
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f.40v. Robert Cheddre [1361-2]. 


Joan, Thomas, Margaret, Katherine, John, children of Thomas Goos. 


Folio: 40r - 41r [5 recognizances, one for each orphan]. 
Date: Monday after the Feast of the Apostles Philip and James, 36 Edward 
I 
[2nd May 1362]. 
Orphans: Joan, Thomas, Margaret, Katherine, John Goos, children of Thomas. 
Ages: 13 years; 7 years; 5 years; 4 years; 3 years. 


Guardian: Anketill Moigne/Moygne. 
Inheritance: £20 sterling, to be delivered to each of them at their full age, or earlier 
if they should marry or to their executors if they should die before. 
Guarantors: For Joan: Walter Frompton and Edmund Blanket. 
For Thomas: John Blanket and Elias Spelly. 
For Margaret: John Haukere and Reginald Frensch. 
For Katherine: Walter Derby and Walter Taunton. 
For John: David Brounenesynge and John Lym. 


The recognizance for Joan Goos on f.40r is crossed through. Note below: on Monday 
before the Feast of St Laurence, 41 Edward III [9th August 1367], Henry Frenssh, 
who married Joan, came before the mayor and acknowledged receipt of £20 and 
Anketill, Walter and Edmund were quit. 


f 41r. Year 36, end [Edward III, 1361-2]. 


Margaret, daughter of Geoffrey Beauflour. 


Folio: 4ir. 

Date: Monday after the Feast of the Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary, 
36 Edward III [22nd August 1362]. 

Orphan: Margaret Beauflour, daughter of Geoffrey. 

Age: 11 years. 


Guardian: William Canynges. 

Inheritance: £14 sterling, to be delivered to Margaret at her full age, or earlier if she 
should marry with the consent of the executors, or to her executors if 
she should die before. 

Guarantors: William Wodeford, merchant, and John Bathe, son of Robert. 


Richard, son of William Iweyn. 


Folio: 4lr [see f.33v]. 


f.41v. Robert Cheddre mayor [1361-2]. 
Thomas, son of John and Beatrice Monynge. 


Folio: 4lv. 
Date: Monday after the Feast of the Annunciation to the Blessed Virgin 
Mary, 36 Edward III [28th March 1362]. 
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Orphan: Thomas Monynge, son of John and Beatrice. 
Age: Old enough to claim his inheritance. 
Guardian: John Castel — guardian of inheritance only. 


Inheritance: 40s. in counted money [pecunia numerata] and a parti-coloured 
cloak [unam robam partit’| from Thomas’s father John, and in his 
mother Beatrice’s will goods and chattels estimated at 33s. by John 
Lym and William Packer, left by John to his son if he comes to claim 
them within one year, and if not, to be given to another descendant 
according to Beatrice’s will. 

Guarantors: n.g. 

Afterwards, on Monday after the Feast of St Mathew the Apostle in the above year 

[26th September 1362], the said Thomas came before the mayor and agreed that his 

attorney, Henry Badman, should receive the goods, except for the parti-coloured 

cloak, and the attorney and mayor both affixed their seals. 


Richard, son of John Reymond/Ramond. 


Folio: 4lv. 

Date: Monday after the Feast of St Mathew the Apostle, 36 Edward III 
[26th September 1362]. 

Orphan: Richard Reymond, son of John. 

Age: 16 years. 


Guardian: Walter Derby. 

Inheritance: All goods and chattels, land and tenements, left to him by his father, 
to be delivered to Richard at his full age, or to his heirs or executors if 
he should die before. 

Guarantors: Edmund Blanket and Thomas Halewy. 


John, son of John Perys/Peris. 


Folio: 4lv. 

Date: The same day [26th September 1362]. 

Orphan: John Perys, son of John. 

Age: 15 years. 

Guardian: = Amicia, widow of John Perys. 

Inheritance: A cellar worth 20s. per annum in rent paid, to be delivered to John at 
his full age. 


Guarantors: John Stoke and William Cokay. 


f.42r is blank. 


f.42v. Richard Bromdon mayor, Year 37 [1362-3]. 
John and Elizabeth, children of Richard Dene. 


Folio: 42v [and see f.43r for John Dene’s daughter]. 

Date: Monday after the Feast of the Exaltation of the Holy Cross, 37 Edward 
Il [18th September 1363]. 

Orphans: John and Elizabeth Dene, children of Richard. 
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Ages: n.g. 

Guardian: Walter Derby. 

Inheritance: £40 of silver and other goods, to be delivered to them at their full age, 
or earlier if they should marry, or to their executors if they should die 
before. 

Guarantors: Roger Spert and Thomas Halewey. 


Recognizance for John and Elizabeth Dene on f.42v is crossed through. Note below: 
afterwards, on Friday on the Feast of St John before the Latin Gate, 47 Edward HI 
[6th May 1373], Elizabeth came before Richard Spicer, mayor, John Prischton and 
John Inhyne, bailiffs, and acknowledged receipt from Walter Derby of £20 and of all 
other goods and chattels left to her, and Walter Derby was quit. 

Further note: afterwards, on Wednesday after the Feast of St Hilary, 49 Edward III 
(16th January 1376), John Dene came before William Canynges, mayor, and Henry 
Viel, sheriff, and acknowledged receipt from Walter Derby of £20 of counted money 
and all other goods and chattels and Walter and the guarantors were quit. 


Joan, daughter of Robert Atte Walle. 


Folio: 42v. 

Date: The same day [18th September 1363]. 
Orphan: Joan Atte Walle, daughter of Robert. 

Age: 10 years. 


Guardian: Elizabeth, widow of Robert Atte Walle. 

Inheritance: 10 marks (£6 13s. 4d.), to be delivered to her at her full age, or earlier 
if she should marry, or to her executors if she should die before. 

Guarantors: Henry Cobynden and Robert Hoper. 


f.43r. Walter Derby mayor, beginning [in Regnal] Year 38 [incipit’| and ending 
39 [finit’?] [Edward III, 1364-5]. 


Alice, daughter of John Dene. 


Folio: 43r [and see f.42v for Richard Dene’s children]. 

Date: Monday after the Feast of Epiphany, 38 Edward HI 
[13th January 1365]. 

Orphan: Alice Dene, daughter of John. 

Age: 10 years. 


Guardian: William Pikevat. 

Inheritance: To Alice: £12 of silver, to be delivered to her at full age, or earlier if 
she should marry, or to her executors if she should die before. 

Guarantors: Thomas Glastyngbury called Cappent’ [carpenter] and John 
Dalesbergh. 


Recognizance for Alice Dene on f.43r is crossed through. Note below: on Friday on 
the Feast of St Peter ad Vincula, 45 Edward III [1st August 1371], Henry Vaghan, 
who married Alice, came before Elias Spelly, mayor, and acknowledged receipt 
of £12 of silver from William Pykefat, who was discharged, and the security was 
cancelled. 
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f.43v. Walter Frompton mayor, beginning in Year 41 [1366-7]. 
Walter and Robert, sons of Ralph Dyare/Dyar. 


Folio: 
Date: 


Orphans: 
Ages: 
Guardian: 
Inheritance: 


Guarantors: 


43v. 

Monday after the Feast of St Dunstan, 41 Edward II 

[24th May 1367]. 

Walter and Robert Dyare, sons of Ralph. 

2 years; 3 years. 

William Huchoun, tanner. 

Goods and chattels [unspecified], to be delivered at their full age, or 
earlier if they should marry, or to their executors if they should die 
before. 

Walter Taunton and William Tannere. 


f.44r._John Stokes mayor, vear 42 [1367-8]. 
Thomas, son of John Thorp. 


Folio: 
Date: 


Orphan: 
Age: 
Guardian: 
Inheritance: 


Guarantors: 


44r [and see f.47r below for John Thorp, son of Margaret]. 
Monday after the Feast of St Edmund the King, 41 Edward II 

[22nd November 1367]. 

Thomas Thorp, son of John. 

3 years. 

John Steel. 

Goods and chattels [unspecified] left by Alice Coteler, late wife of 
John Steel, to be delivered to Thomas at his full age, or earlier if he 
should marry, or to his executors if he should die before. 

John Heyhome and Adam Pountfreyt. 


John, Walter and Thomas, sons of Robert Carpenter. 


Folio: 
Date: 
Orphans: 


Ages: 
Guardians: 


Inheritance: 


Guarantors: 


44r for John and Walter, 44v for Robert [2 recognizances] 

[and see f.50v for children of Richard Carpenter and f.67r for daughter 
of Thomas Carpenter]. 

Monday after the Feast of St George the Martyr, 42 Edward II 

[24th April 1368]. 

John, Walter and Thomas Carpenter, sons of Robert. 

10 years; 3 and a quarter years; 16 years. 

William Hail, who married Agnes Carpenter, widow of Robert, for 
John and Walter. 

Richard Spicer for Thomas. 

To John and Walter: £24 sterling to each; to Thomas: £20 of silver; to 
be delivered to them at their full age, or earlier if either should marry, 
or to their executors if they should die before. 

For John and Walter: Henry Wyvelescomb and John Bont. 

For Thomas: William Hail and Thomas Carpenter [senior]. 


The recognizance for Thomas Carpenter on f.44v is crossed through. Note below: 
afterwards, on Monday after the Feast of the Purification of the Blessed Virgin Mary, 
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45 Edward III [3rd February 1371], Thomas acknowledged receipt of £20 sterling 
and so Richard Spicer, William Hail and Thomas [senior] were discharged. 


Stephen and Margaret, children of John Love. 


Folio: 44v. 

Date: Monday before the Feast of the Nativity of the Blessed Virgin Mary, 
42 Edward HI [4th September 1368]. 

Orphans: Stephen and Margaret Love, children of John. 

Ages: 8 years; 4 years. 

Guardian: | Henry Chaungius/Chamigius (?) 

Inheritance: 200 marks sterling [£133 6s. 8d., later reduced — see below], to be 
delivered to Stephen at his full age, or earlier if he should marry, or to 
his executors if he should die before. 

Guarantors: Elias Spelly and Walter Derby. 

Will: Wadley, Wills, no. 43: John Inhyne. Given 24th August 1390, proved 
December 8th 1390. [This is possibly the will of the children’s 
stepfather. In his will, John named his widow, Margery, as his executor 
and mentioned a son, John.] 


Recognizance for Stephen Love on f.44v is crossed though. Note below: cancelled 
because the executor could not produce 200 marks because they were sequestered 
into the Bishop’s hands. [Which bishop is referred to and the reason for sequestration 
were not stated]. 

ff45r and 46r. Two new recognizances were subsequently taken for Margaret 
and Stephen Love, children of John Love. The recognizance for Margaret Love 
on f.45r was taken on 11th September, 1368, when she was four years old, and 
that for Stephen Love on f.46r was dated Monday after the Feast of All Saints, 42 
Edward II [6th November 1368] when he was eight years old. Both recognizances 
named John Inhyne, who married Margaret, the widow of John Love, as guardian. 
The inheritance for each child was 40 marks (£26 13s. 4d.) and the guarantors for 
Margaret were Thomas Inhyne and William Wodeford, and for Stephen, Thomas 
Inhyne and John Sloo. 


Thomas and William, sons of William Persshton/Purschton. 


Folio: 45r [2 recognizances, one for each boy]. 

Date: Monday after the Feast of the Nativity of the Blessed Virgin Mary, 42 
Edward II [11th September 1368]. 

Orphans: Thomas Purschton and William Persshton, sons of William. 

Ages: 5 years; 4 years. 


Guardians: | Henry Wyvelescomb for Thomas. 
William Somerwell for William. 
Inheritance: £100 sterling, to be delivered to them at their full age, or earlier if they 
should marry, or to their executors if they should die before. 
Guarantors: For Thomas: William Coumb and William Hail. 
For William: Robert Cheddre and John Bathe. 


Both recognizances, for Thomas and William Persshton/Purschton, are crossed 
through. Note below Thomas’s recognizance: on Monday after the Feast of St 
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Matthew the Apostle, 43 Edward III [24th September 1369], Beatrice Purschton, 
widow of William Purschton and his executor, with John Hanam and Alex Mois, 
acknowledged receipt from Henry Wyvelescombe of £100 because of the death 
of Thomas, William’s son, under age. Thus the executors are acquitted and Henry 
Wyvelescomb, William Coumb and William Hail are also discharged. 

Note below William’s recognizance: on 3rd September, year 43 [1369] William 
Somerwell delivered £100 to the executors of William Persschton because his son 
William had died underage. 


f. 45v is blank 


f 46r. Walter Derby mayor, Year 42 [Edward III, 1368-9]. 


f. 46v is blank. 


f.47r_John Bathe mayor, ending in Year 44 [finit’] [1369-70], bailiffs John Bount 
and John Viell. 


John, son of Margaret Thorp. 


Folio: 47r [and see f.44r above for Thomas Thorp, son of John]. 

Date: Monday after the Feast of the Nativity of St John the Baptist, 44 
Edward III [1st July 1370]. 

Orphan: John Thorp, son of Margaret. 

Age: 11 years. 


Guardian: John Woderove. 

Inheritance: 2 tenements with appurtenances in the suburb of Bristol upon the 
Avon bridge [super pontem Abone], to be delivered to John at his full 
age, or to his executors if he should die before. 

Guarantors: Richard Bromdon and William Somerwelle. 


Joan, Elizabeth, Agnes, John, children of Thomas Denebawd. 


Folio: 471-v. 

Date: Monday after Feast of the Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary, 44 
Edward III [19th August 1370]. 

Orphans: Joan, Elizabeth, Agnes, John Denebawd, children of Thomas. 

Ages: 7 years; 4 years; 2 years; half a year. 

Guardian: Thomas Knap, who married Avicia, widow of Thomas Denebawd. 

Inheritance: £60 sterling, appointed and allotted by the mayor and other common 
councillors [probos homines] of the town, from the goods of Thomas 
[Denebawd], as agreed by his executors, to be equally divided between 
his children and kept for their use, and to be delivered to them at their 
full age, or earlier if they should marry with the consent of the mayor 
and their friends, or to pass to their executors if they should die before. 
Thomas was to maintain them well and appropriately in all their needs 
and have them suitably brought up. And if any of them should die 
before reaching adulthood or before marriage, their portion was to be 
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shared amongst the others, according to the decision of the mayor and 
councillors of the town. 

Guarantors: John Inhyne and John Yonge. 

Will: Wadley, Wills, no 132: Thomas Knappe, probably the orphans’ 
stepfather, given June 14th 1404, proved February 5th 1405. [Thomas 
referred to his deceased wife, Avice, although there is no mention of 
the orphans in this will.] 


f 48r.In the time of Elias Spelly mayor, William Canyng and John Viel bailiffs, 
45 Edward III [1371-2]. 


Edmund and Isabel, children of Edmund Blanket. 


Folio: 48r—-v [2 recognizances, one for each child]. 

Date: Monday after the Feast of the Holy Trinity, 45 Edward III 
[9th June 1371]. 

Orphans: Edmund and Isabel Blanket, children of Edmund. 

Ages: 1 year and a half; 5 years. 

Guardian: |= Thomas Lyonus, husband of Margaret, widow of Edmund Blanket. 

Inheritance: Goods and chattels worth £275 20d. sterling to each child, appointed 
and allotted by the mayor and councillors of the town and with the 
agreement of the executors, to be kept for their use and delivered to 
them at their full age, or earlier if they should marry with the consent 
of the mayor or of their own friends, or to pass to their executors if 
they should die before. And Thomas and Margaret were to maintain 
them well and appropriately in all their needs and have them suitably 
brought up. 

Guarantors: For Edmund: Elias Spelly and Henry Viel. 
For Isabel: Walter Derby and Richard Bromdon. 
In both recognizances, guarantors were responsible for £275 20d. if 
Thomas and Margaret should default. 


Recognizance for Edmund Blanket on f.48r is crossed through. Note below: this 
security was cancelled and a new one made when Thomas Beaupyne was mayor, 
Walter Tedestille sheriff and Thomas Sampson and Walter Studley bailiffs, at the 
beginning of year 2 Richard II [June — September 1378, when the mayoral year 
ended]. 

f.53r. A new recognizance was taken for Edmund Blanket on Monday after the Feast 
of St Peter ad Vincula, | (sic) Richard II [3rd August 1377, with the same mayor, 
sheriff and bailiffs as listed above] when he was 8% years old.** The guardians 
were still Thomas Lyons and his wife Margaret, widow of Edmund Blanket, and his 
inheritance was the same as previously. The guarantors were Elias Spelly and John 
Woderove. 

This recognizance on f.53r was crossed through. Note in margin: it has been paid 
[solutus est]. Note below: on Friday after the Feast of St James the Apostle, 14 


83 There is a discrepancy between the dates shown on ff. 48r and 53r for the new recognizance for 
Edmund Blanket. Latimer dates Beaupyne’s mayoralty from September 1377-8, suggesting that the 
recognizance for Edmund Blanket was taken in August 1378, as stated on f.48r, rather than in 1377, as 
on f.53r. 
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Richard II [29th July 1390] before William Canynges, mayor, John Haveryng and 
John Bannebury bailiffs and chamberlains, it was verified [compertum est] that 
Edmund Blanket junior was dead. 

Recognizance for Isabel Blanket on f.48v is crossed through. Note below: afterwards 
Walter Rodenay, son of Sir John Rodenay knight, who married Isabel, on 20th 
January, 3 Richard II [1380], acknowledged receipt of all the above, and the securities 
were cancelled, John Stoke then mayor and John Stanes and John Berstaple bailiffs. 
[A chantry was established for the soul of Edmund and his late wife Alice and others 
in the chapel of the Blessed Virgin Mary in St Stephen’s church. Their tomb can 
still be seen there.** Katharine Calf, in her will of 1389, refers to Thomas Lyonns 
and his wife Margaret, probably the guardians mentioned above.** In her will of 
October 1402, Margaret Lyons of Ashton mentioned two daughters: Isabel, wife of 
Walter Rodenay, knight, and Elizabeth, wife of Thomas Wodeville, her daughter by 
Thomas Lyons who survived Margaret. Isabel and Walter were Margaret’s executors 


and Isabel at that time had no children.]**° 

Thomas, son of Nicholas Maskel. 

Folio: 48v. 

Date: Monday after the Feast of the Nativity of St John the Baptist, 45 
Edward III [28th June 1371]. 

Orphan: Thomas Maskel, son of Nicholas of Limerick [Lymerik]. 

Age: 6 years. 


Guardian: Hugh Fraunceys. 

Inheritance: £110 in counted money, | silver cup with cover worth 67s. 11d., corn, 
oxen and other cattle [blad’ bou’ & alia aueria] worth - (sic), allotted 
and appointed by the mayor and councillors to Thomas from the 
goods in Nicholas’s will, to be kept safely for Thomas’s use and to be 
delivered to him at his full age, or earlier if he should marry, or to pass 
to his executors if he should die before. And Hugh was to maintain 
Thomas well and appropriately in all his needs and have him suitably 
brought up. Note below that, according to Nicholas’s will, if Thomas 
died underage, then everything was to go to Thomas’s brother John, 
and if John died, all was to go to Nicholas’s widow Joan, and then to 
those nearest in blood to Nicholas. 

Guarantors: Adam Pountfreyt, John Battes and Simon Uphull. 


“4! ERB 1, pp.221-6 and see cover illustration. 

5 Wadley, Wills, no. 36. 

8° FS. Hockaday, Abstracts of Ecclesiastical Records relating to the Dioceses of Worcester and 
Gloucester, vols. 424—453, (Records of Bristol City Parishes), Microform, Salt Lake City, UT, 1965. 
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John and Margaret, children of William Hail/Hayl. 


Folio: 
Date: 


Orphans: 
Ages: 


Guardian: 


Inheritance: 


Guarantors: 


49r-v [2 recognizances, one for each child]. 

Monday after the Feast of St Margaret the Virgin, 45 Edward II 
[21st July 1371]. 

John and Margaret Hail, children of William. 

17 and a half years; - (sic) years. 

Agnes, widow of William Hail, in her pure widowhood [and previously 
the widow of Robert Carpenter in 1368 — see ff.44r—v]. 

To John: £20 of silver, a feather bed with furnishings worth 40s., a 
cup called a mazer worth 13s. 4d., a silver cup with lid worth 25s. 
2d., a silver cup with lid worth 11s. 8d., 12 silver spoons worth 14s., 
all of William’s armour [tota’ armatur’| worth 26s. 8d., a basin and 
ewer worth 3s. 4d., a brass pot containing four flagons [wna olla enea 
continenti quatuor lagen]; a brass pot worth 6s. 8d. and a brass pot 
containing 2 earthen jars worth 3s. 4d., appointed and allotted by the 
mayor and other councillors of the town from the goods of William 
Hail, and with the assent of his executors, for the use [ad opus] of John 
while Agnes alone kept him. Everything was to be delivered to John at 
his full age, or earlier if he should marry with the consent of the mayor 
or of John’s friends, or to pass to his executors if he should die befpre. 
And Agnes was to maintain him well and appropriately in all his needs 
and have him suitably brought up. 

To Margaret: £20 of silver, a bed with all its furnishings worth 40s., 
a cup called a mazer worth 13s. 4d., a silver cup with a lid called la 
Uerre worth 28s., a cup without a lid worth 10s., 12 spoons worth 
14s., two brass pots worth 43s. 3d., a basin and a ewer worth 3s. 4d., 
2 cloths worth 10s., 4 towels worth 6s. 8d., a table top with a pair of 
trestles [unum mensal cum uno pere tresall] worth 6s. 8d., appointed 
and allotted by the mayor and councillors, and with the consent of 
the executors, from William’s goods, for the use of Margaret. The 
conditions were the same as for John. 

For John: John Wilkyns and Robert Plomere. 

For Margaret: Richard Spicer and Thomas Glastyngburi. 


Recognizance for John Hail on f.49r is crossed through. Note below: on Wednesday, 
the Feast of St Margaret the Virgin, 48 Edward III [20th July 1374],°’ John Hail 
acknowledged receipt of £20 in counted money from Agnes and all the other goods 
left to him by his father William, so Agnes and the guarantors were discharged and 
the security was cancelled. 

Recognizance for Margaret Hail on f.49v is crossed through. Note below: on 
Monday after the Feast of St Dunstan, 4 Richard II [20th May 1381] John Fulbrok, 
who married Margaret Hayl, came before Walter Derby, mayor, William Somerwell 
then sheriff, Robert Gardyner and John Stanys bailiffs, and acknowledged receipt of 
£20 in counted money together with all the goods left to Margaret by William Hayl, 
so Agnes Hail, Richard Spicer and Thomas Glastyngbury were acquitted.*** 


“7 20th July fell on a Thursday in 1374. 
“8 Latimer, ‘Civic Officers’, p.128, names Robert Candevir, rather than Robert Gardyner, as a bailiff. 
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f.50r._In the time of Richar icer mayor, John Prischton an hn Inhyn 
bailiffs, 46 Edward III [1372-3]. 


Christina, daughter of Richard Clerk. 


Folio: 50r. 

Date: Monday before the Feast of All Saints, 46 Edward III 
[25th October 1372]. 

Orphan: Christina Clerk, daughter of Richard. 

Age: 4 years. 


Guardian: — Robert Atte Hatche. 

Inheritance: 6 shops and a croft with its appurtenances situated in the suburb above 
Redcliff Hill [super montem de la Redeclyue], to be maintained by 
Robert and delivered to Christina at her full age in as good a state or 
better than when he received them. And Robert was to maintain her 
well and appropriately in all her needs and have her suitably brought 
up. 

Guarantors: John Yonge and Robert Saundres. 


Joan, daughter of John Wotton. 


Folio: SOv. 

Date: Monday after the Feast of the Epiphany of the Lord, 46 Edward III 
[10th January 1373]. 

Orphan: Joan, daughter of John Wotton. 

Age: 2 years. 


Guardian: John Bathe. 

Inheritance: £283 [CC. iiijxx. iij. Li.] 6s. 8d., to be kept for the use of Joan and to 
be delivered to her at her full age, or earlier if she should marry, or to 
her executors if she should die before. And John was to maintain her 
well and appropriately in all her needs and have her suitably brought 
up. 

Guarantors: John Stoke and John Canynges. 

[Joan later married John Canynges, possibly the guarantor, and on his death, she 

married Thomas Yonge - see ff.72r-73v.] 


f.50v, margin. Her ins the time of William Canynges mayor. innin 
in_ Edward III_ year 47. Thomas Sampson and Walter Stodley bailiffs and 
chamberlains [camerar’] [1373-4]. 


Margaret senior, Thomasina, John, Walter, Margaret junior, Alice, children_of 
Richard Carpenter. 


Folio: 50v [and see ff.44r—v for children of Robert Carpenter and f.67r for 
daughter of Thomas Carpenter]. 

Date: Monday after the Feast of the Apostles Philip and James, 48 Edward 
I [8th May 1374]. 

Orphans: Margaret senior, Thomasina, John, Walter, Margaret junior, Alice, 


children of Richard Carpenter. 
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Ages: 10 years; 16 years; 11 years; 4 years; 3 years; 5 years. 

Guardian: Alice, widow of Richard Carpenter. 

Inheritance: All the goods and chattels left to the children were to be kept safely 
for their use and delivered at their full age, or earlier if they should 
marry, or to their executors if they should die before. And Alice was to 
maintain them well and appropriately in all their needs and have them 
suitably brought up. 

Guarantors: Walter Stodleye, Thomas Sampson and Anketill Morgne. 


f.51r.Here begins the time of Walter Frompton mayor, Thomas Beaupyne 
heriff, Thom: n_and Reginald Touker bailiffs and chamberlains, from 
he F f St Michael the Archangel 49 E rd III _ until the same time th 
following year [29th September 1375-76]. 


Alice, daughter of William Hamme. 


Folio: Sir. 

Date: Monday after the Feast of SS. Philip and James, 49 Edward III 
[7th May 1375]. 

Orphan: Alice Hamme, daughter of William, butcher [boucher]. 

Age: 13 years. 

Guardian: William Somerwelle. 


Inheritance: Goods and chattels viz: 1 bed cover, 1 canopy [j couerlit j testour] 
worth 15s., 1 mattress [j materas] worth 2s.,2 linen cloths worth 16s., 
1 cloth worth 4s. 8d., 3 towels worth 18d., 1 bolster worth 20d., 1 
cup bound in silver worth 2s., 6 silver spoons worth 6s. 9d., 1 basin 
with hanging ewer [j pelu’ cum lauator’ pendent’| worth 4s., 1 brass 
bowl worth 8s., | brass pot worth 2s. 6d., 1 brass bowl worth 20s., 1 
silver cup worth 21s. 8d. and 66s. in money, counted by the mayor 
and councillors of the town from the goods of William Hamme with 
the consent of his executors and appointed to Alice to be kept safely 
for her use and delivered to her at her full age, or earlier if she should 
marry. And William (Somerwelle) was to maintain her well and 
appropriately in all her needs and have her suitably brought up. 

Guarantors: Henry Wyvelescombe and John Woderove. 


Recognizance for Alice Hamme on f.5 Ir is crossed through. Note below: on Monday 
after the Feast of St Bartholomew the Apostle, 5 Richard IT [26th August 1381], 
Robert Durnham, who married Alice, acknowledged receipt of the above mentioned 
goods and William Somerwell, Henry and John Woderove were discharged for ever. 


John, son of John Rede. 

Folio: Sir. 

Date: The same day [7th May 1375]. 
Orphan: John Rede. 

Age: 5 and a half years. 


Guardian: John Iweyn, tailor. 
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Inheritance: 66s. 8d. in counted money, to be kept safely for John’s use and to be 
delivered to him at his full age, or earlier if he should marry, and John 
Iweyn was to maintain him well and appropriately in all his needs and 
have him suitably brought up. 

Guarantors: John Felde and John Bristowe. 


Thomas and Alice, children of Richard Atte Res. 


Folio: Sly. 

Date: Monday after the Feast of the Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary, 
49 Edward HI [20th August 1375]. 

Orphans: Thomas and Alice Atte Res, children of Richard. 

Ages: 2 and a half years; 8 years. 

Guardian: Roger Shyngelton. 

Inheritance: £100 in counted money, 5 pieces of silver worth 76s. 6d., 2 maple 
wood cups [mazers] bound with silver worth 22s., 2 beds viz: 2 
bedcovers and 2 canopies [ij couerlit’ & ij testo(ur)s| worth 15s., 2 
pairs of sheets [ij paria lintheaminum]| and 4 blankets [whiteles] worth 
5s., all appointed and allotted by the mayor and councillors from the 
goods of Richard, to be kept safely for their use and delivered to 
Thomas and Alice at their full age, or earlier if they should marry. And 
Roger was to maintain them well and appropriately in all their needs 
and have them suitably brought up. 

Guarantors: John Inhyne, John Somerwelle and John Prischton. 


Recognizance for Thomas and Alice Atte Res on f.51v is crossed through. Note 
below: on Tuesday before the Feast of St Michael, 8 Richard II [27th September 
1384], before Thomas Beaupyne, mayor, John Somerwell and Peter Atte Barugh 
chamberlains, it was made known that Nicholas, William, Thomas, Alice and Joan, 
sons and daughters of Richard Atte Res, were dead, and that Edith, wife of Roger 
Shyngelton, was the nearest relative to the children and Roger and Edith came to 
court and sought that the recognizance be nullified and the money in the recognizance 
should by right devolve to Edith. 


f.52r. Here begins the time of William Canynges mayor, Henry Viel sheriff, 
Thom mpson an hn Seymour bailiffs and chamberlains, 50 E rd Il 
from the F f St Michael the Archangel to the followin r [29 September 
1376-7] °° 


John Mody 

Folio: 52r. 

Date: Friday after the Feast of St Gregory the Pope, 50 Edward III 
[30th May 1376]. 

Orphan: John Mody of Butleigh (?) [Bodecley] in county Somerset. 

Age: 14 years. 


Guardian: John Clerk, son and heir of John le Clerk. 


“According to Latimer, ‘Civic Officers’, p.128, William Canynges and Henry Viel were mayor and 
sheriff respectively in 1375-6, but Sampson and Seymour were not named as bailiffs in either year. 
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Inheritance: 10 marks sterling (£6 13s. 4d.), left to John Mody by John Bathe, 
merchant and burgess, to be held safely for his use and delivered to 
him at his full age, or earlier if he should marry, or to the executors or 
administrators of John Bathe’s will if he should die before. And John 
Clerk was to maintain him well and appropriately in all his needs and 
have him suitably brought up. 

Guarantors: Stephen Ruddok and Reginald Touker. 


Recognizance for John Mody on f.52r is crossed through. Note below: afterwards on 
the 12th August, 8 Richard I [1384] John Mody received the said money in court 
from the guarantors and so the security was cancelled. 


Alice, daughter of John Bathe. 


Folio: 52r-v [see f.39r for John Bathe]. 

Date: Monday after the Feast of the Exaltation of the Holy Cross, 50 Edward 
Il [15th September 1376]. 

Orphan: Alice Bathe, daughter of John. 

Age: - years (sic). 

Guardian: Sir Thomas Hungerford, knight, who married Joan, widow of John 
Bathe. 


Inheritance: 400 marks sterling (£266 13s. 4d.), left to Alice for her marriage, to 
be kept safely for her use and to be delivered to her at her full age, or 
earlier if she should marry with the consent and good will of Robert 
Cheddre, William Canynges and William Cheddre, the executors 
of John Bathe’s will, or to be given to John Bathe’s executors or 
administrators if she should die before. And Sir Thomas Hungerford 
and Joan were to maintain Alice well and appropriately and have her 
suitably brought up. 

Guarantors: Elias Spelly, John Stoke, Walter Derby and Thomas Beaupyne. 


Recognizance for Alice Bathe on ff.52r—v is crossed through. 

[This is probably the same Sir Thomas Hungerford who was closely associated with 
John of Gaunt. He was MP for Somerset, knighted in 1375 and was the first Speaker 
of the House of Commons. However, Joan Bathe is not named as one of his two 
wives in The History of Parliament online.|*“” 

[John Bathe, whose recognizance of 13th December 1361 is on f.39r, is possibly a 
relative.] 


“© Available at http://www.historyofparliamentonline.org/volume/1386-—1421/member/hungerford-sir- 
thomas-1397 [accessed 06/07/2019] 
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f.52v. Here begins the time of Thomas Beaupyn mayor, Walter Tedistill sheriff, 
Thomas Sampson and Walter Stodley bailiffs and chamberlains, 1 Richard II, 


from the Feast of St Michael the Archangel to the following year [29 September 
1377-8]. 


William, Peter and Thomas, sons of Peter Hoper. 


Folio: 52v-53r and 54r [3 recognizances, one for each orphan]. 

Date: Monday after the Feast of St Andrew the Apostle, 2 Richard II 
[6th December 1378] for William and Peter. 

Monday after the Feast of the Nativity of the Blessed Virgin Mary, | 
Richard II [14th September 1377] for Thomas. 

Orphans: William, Peter and Thomas Hoper, sons of Peter. 

Ages: 3 years; one and a half years; half a year. 

Guardians: William Thomas of Tettebury for William; 

John Ruscham of Bristol for Peter; 
Nicholas Tyntenhull, husband of Margaret, widow of Peter Hoper, for 
Thomas. 

Inheritance: To each of the boys, £20 4s. 5d., counted by the mayor and common 
councillors from Peter’s goods, appointed and allotted together 
with the third part of a certain tenement situated in the suburb in St 
Thomas’s Lane [venella Sancti Thome] which was worth 26s. 8d. per 
annum, to be kept safely for the boys’ use and delivered to them at 
their full age, or earlier if they should marry. And William Thomas, 
John Ruscham and Nicholas Tyntenhull were to maintain them well 
and appropriately in all their needs and have them suitably brought up. 

Guarantors: For William: John Spracman and John Ripere. 

For Peter: John Woderove and Ancketill Moigne. 
For Thomas: Thomas Inhyne and Stephen Ruddok. 

Will: Wadley, Wills, no. 30. Nicholas Tymtenhull. Given September 28th 
1388, proved January 18th 1388 (sic). [In this very short, nuncupative 
will, made during a violent storm at sea, Nicholas’s wife Margery was 
named executor.] 


Edmund, son of Edmund Blanket. 
Folio: 53r [See ff.48r—v]. 


Elizabeth and Joan, daughters of Henry Viel. 


Folio: 53v. 
Date: Monday after the Feast of St Giles the Martyr, 2 Richard I 
[6th September 1378]. 
Orphans: Elizabeth and Joan Viel, daughters of Henry. 
Ages: 3 years; | year. 
Guardian: Walter Tedistille, sheriff, and husband of Agnes, widow of Henry Viel. 


“! The mayor, Beaupyn, his sheriff and bailiffs were cited in the three Hoper recognizances as being in 
office at the time they were taken, although the dates of the recognizances are outside a single mayoral 
term. According to Latimer, ‘Civic Officers’, p.128, this team was in office from 1377-8. 
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Inheritance: Goods and chattels worth £100 5s. 4d., through the mayor and 
councillors, allotted and appointed to Elizabeth and Joan, to be kept 
safely for their use and delivered to them at their full age, or earlier 
if they should marry, or to their executors if they should die before. 
Walter was to maintain them well and appropriately in all their needs 
and have them suitably brought up. 

Guarantors: Walter de Frompton and John Sloo. 


Recognizance for Elizabeth and Joan Viel on f.53v is crossed through. Note below: 
cancelled because it was paid in the presence of John Canynges, mayor, viz Friday 
after the Feast of St Leonard, 22 Richard IT [8th November 1398]. 

[Agnes, widow of Henry Viel, subsequently had two more daughters with Walter 
Tedistille — see f.59r]. 


Edith, William, Ann and Margaret, children of John Vyne. 


Folio: 53v-54r. 

Date: The same day [6th September 1378]. 

Orphans: Edith, William, Ann, Margaret, children of John Vyne. 
Ages: 11 years; 9 years; 4 years; | year. 


Guardian: Roger Diare, husband of Joan, widow of John Vyne. 

Inheritance: £10 sterling in money, counted by the mayor and councillors from 
John’s goods. 50s. was to be kept safely for the use of each child and 
delivered to them at their full age, or earlier if they should marry, 
or to their executors if they should die. And Roger was to maintain 
them well and appropriately in all their needs and have them suitably 
brought up. 

Guarantors: John Bourne and Thomas Finstor. 


Thomas, son of Peter Hoper. 


Folio: 54r [see ff.52v-53r]. 


Joan, daughter of Robert Broun. 


Folio: S4v. 

Date: Friday after the Feast of the Nativity of the Blessed Virgin Mary, 1 
Richard II [11th September 1377]. 

Orphan: Joan, daughter of Robert Broun. 

Age: 9 years. 


Guardian: § Margaret, widow of Robert Broun. 

Inheritance: Goods and chattels worth 16 marks (£10 13s. 4d.), to be kept safely 
for the use of Joan and to be delivered to her at her full age, or earlier if 
she should marry, or to her executors if she should die. And Margaret 
was to maintain her well and appropriately in all her needs and have 
her suitably brought up. 

Guarantors: Walter Derby and William Erlyngham stood surety to pay 16 marks. 


Recognizance for Joan Broun on f.54v is crossed through. Note below: on Friday 
before the Feast of Pentecost, 7 Richard IT [27th May 1384] John Cloude, who 
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married Joan Broun, came before Thomas Beaupyne, mayor, John Somerwell and 
Peter Atte Berugh bailiffs, and acknowledged receipt of 16 marks in counted money 
and all things bequeathed to Joan by her father, Robert Broun, and so Margaret, 
Walter Derby and William Eilyngham were thus discharged. 


f.55r_Here begins the time of Elias Spelly mayor, William Combe sheriff, 
William Erlyngham and _John Stanis bailiffs and chamberlains, from the Feast 


of St Michael the Archangel, 2 Richard II, until the same time the following 
year [29th September 1378-9]. 


John, son of John Berkele. 


Folio: 55r. 

Date: Monday after the Feast of the Exaltation of the Holy Cross, 3 Richard 
II [19th September 1379]. 

Orphan: John Berkele, son of John, tanner. 

Age: 2 years and a half. 


Guardian: William Schelve. 

Inheritance: Goods and chattels worth 100s., to be kept safely for the use of John 
and delivered to him at his full age, or earlier if he should marry, or 
to his executors if he should die before. And William was to maintain 
him well and appropriately in all his needs and have him suitably 
brought up. 

Guarantors: Hugh Carleton and Henry Pieres, butchers. 


Richard and Agnes, children of Henry Cobyndon. 


Folio: 55r-v [and see f.57r for daughter of Richard Cobyndon]. 

Date: Wednesday, the eve of the Feast of St Michael the Archangel in the 
same year [28th September 1379]. 

Orphans: Richard and Agnes, children of Henry Cobyndon. 

Ages: 15 years; 3 years. 

Guardian: Katherine, widow of Henry Cobyndon. 

Inheritance: £6 sterling in money, counted by the mayor and councillors from 
Henry’s goods, appointed and ordered by Henry to be kept safely for 
the use of the children and to be delivered to them at their full age, 
or earlier if they should marry, or to their executors if they should die 
before. Katherine was to maintain them well and appropriately in all 
their needs and have them suitably brought up 

Guarantors: Thomas Beaupyne and John Woderove. 


[Katherine subsequently married Hugh Hunt, who died in 1389. See f.61v.] 
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f.56r. Her ins the time of Walter Derby, mavor, William Somerwelle sheriff. 


Robert Gardyner & John Canynges bailiffs and chamberlains, from the Feast 


of the Archangel Michael, 4 Richard II, until the same time the following vear 
[29th September 1380-81].*” 


Agnes, daughter of Richard Exebrugge/Exebrugg. 


Folio: S6r. 

Date: Monday in the fourth week of Lent, 4 Richard I 
[25th March 1381]. 

Orphan: Agnes, daughter of Richard Exebrugg. 

Age: 7 years and a half. 


Guardian: = Robert Gratele/Gratelee. 

Inheritance: Goods and chattels worth 10 marks (£6 13s. 4d.), left by her father to 
her use and to be kept safely and delivered to Agnes at her full age, 
or earlier if she should marry, or to her executors if she should die 
before. And Robert was to maintain her well and appropriately in all 
her needs and have her suitably brought up. 

Guarantors: Richard Cobyndon and Alan Wryngton. 


John, son of John Warynere. 


Folio: S6r-v. 

Date: Monday before the Feast of the Nativity of the Blessed Virgin Mary, 5 
Richard [2nd September 1381]. 

Orphan: John Warynere, son of John. 

Age: 4 years and a half. 


Guardian: William Ele. 

Inheritance: £20 sterling in counted money, to be kept safely for John’s use and 
delivered to him at his full age, or earlier if he should marry, or to his 
executors if he should die before. And William was to maintain John 
well and appropriately in all his needs and have him suitably brought 
up. 

Guarantors: John Chichelewe and Robert Saundris gave surety of £20. 


William, Margaret and Margaret, children of William Juweler/Jwler. 


Folio: 56v-57r [3 recognizances, one for each child] : 

Date: Monday after the Feast of the Exaltation of the Holy Cross, 5 Richard 
Il [16th September 1381]. 

Orphans: William, Margaret [senior] and Margaret [junior], children of William 
Juweler. 

Ages: 8 years; 3 years and a half; 2 years. 


Guardians: Edward Pountset for William. 
John Candever for Margaret [senior]. 
Alice, widow of William Juweler for Margaret [junior]. 

Inheritance: To William and Margaret [senior] and Margaret [junior]: £6 sterling to 
each of them in counted money, to be kept safely for their use and to 


“° Latimer, ‘Civic Officers’ p.128, named Robert Candiver, not Robert Gardyner, as bailiff. 
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be delivered to them at their full age, or earlier if they should marry, or 
to their executors if they should die before. And Edward and John and 
Alice were to maintain them well and appropriately in all their needs 
and have them suitably brought up. 

Guarantors: For William: Thomas Bannebury and James Stapulton. 
For Margaret [senior]: Walter Derby and William Somerwell. 
For Margaret [junior]: Walter Derby and John Woderove. 


All three recognizances for the Juweler children are crossed through. Note below 
on f.57r. 19th July, 15 Richard II [1391], before Thomas Knapp, mayor, Robert 
Dudbroke and John Selwode bailiffs, John Fletcher, son of John Fletcher, came with 
his wife Margaret, daughter of William Jwler, and received from John Candele £18 
sterling contained in the three recognizances above because Margaret had outlived 
William her brother and Margaret her sister. [The only survivor was, presumably, 
Margaret senior, since it was the guarantor of her fortune who handed the money 
over to her husband. ] 


Cecilia, daughter of Richard Cobyndon. 


Folio: S7r [and see ff.55r—v for children of Henry Cobyndon]. 

Date: Monday after the Feast of St Matthew the Apostle and Evangelist, 
5 Richard I [23rd September 1381]. 

Orphan: Cecilia Cobyndon, daughter of Richard. 

Age: 7 years 


Guardian: = Thomas Danyell. 

Inheritance: £30 sterling in counted money, to be kept safely for Cecilia’s use and 
delivered to her at her full age, or earlier if she should marry, or to her 
executors if she should die before. And Thomas was to maintain her 
well and appropriately in all her needs and have her suitably brought 
up. 

Guarantors: William Somerwell and Thomas Knapp. 


f.57v. Here begins the time of Walter Derby, mayor, John Yong and William 
Solers bailiffs and chamberlains, from the Feast of St Michael the Archangel, 


8 Richard IT, until the same time the following year [29th September 1384-5]. 


From this point onwards, accompanying wills can often be found.” 


Margaret, daughter of Lucy Selsy. 


Folio: S7Vv. 

Date: Friday after the Feast of St Valentine, 8 Richard II 
[17th February 1385]. 

Orphan: Margaret Selsy, daughter of Lucy. 

Age: 6 years and a half. 

Guardian: Simon Olyver. 


“3 Most of the recognizances summarized here have accompanying wills, copied into the volume ‘The 
Great Orphan Book of Wills’, abstracts of which were made by T.P. Wadley. See pp. 3-4 above. 
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Inheritance: 100 marks sterling (£66 13s. 4d.), left to Margaret in Robert Cheddre’s 
will, to be delivered to her at her full age, or earlier if she should 
marry, and if she should die, to be paid to Robert Cheddre’s executors. 
And Simon was to maintain and bring her up well, competently and 
appropriately in all her needs according to her status [iuxta statum 
suum]. 

Guarantors: Walter Stodley, John Barstaple, William Wermynstre, Walter Seymour, 
Hugh Carleton and James Cokkys. 

Will: Wadley, Wills, no. 10: William Cheddre. Given November 21st 1382, 
proved February 27th 1383. 

Wadley, Wills, no. 11: Robert Cheddre. Given March 21st 1382, 
proved June 30th 1384. 


A further recognizance was taken for Margaret on September 25th 1393 in which 
Hugh Carleton assumed her guardianship from Simon Oliver.“ 

Recognizance for Margaret Selsy on f.57v is crossed through. Undated note in 
margin: cancelled because William Colston married Margaret and received the 
money owed to his wife. 


Richard. son of Robert Cheddre. 


Folio: S7v. 

Date: The same day [17th February 1385]. 
Orphan: Richard Cheddre, son and heir of Robert. 
Age: 5 years and a half. 


Guardian: Thomas Broke, esquire [armiger] of Bristol [and future husband of 
Robert’s widow, Joan]. 

Inheritance: Three dozen silver dessert dishes [cum tribus duodenis parapsid’ 
argenti] and one dozen silver saucers [una duodena de saucers 
argenti] and 6 silver vessels called bowls /Bollis], all estimated at 77 
marks (£51 6s. 8d.) by Troy weight from the goods of Robert Cheddre, 
to be kept for Richard’s use and delivered to him at his full age, or to 
his executors. [The note below suggests that the silver goods were 
additional to the 77 marks] And Thomas was to maintain and bring 
him up well, competently and appropriately in all his needs according 
to his status. 

Guarantors: Thomas Sampson and John Yong. 

Will: Wadley, Wills, no. 11: Robert Cheddre. Given March 21st 1382, 
proved 30th June 1384. 


Recognizance for Richard Cheddre on f.57v is crossed through. Note below: on 
Friday after the Feast of St Hilary, 6 Henry IV [14th January 1401], Richard, son 
and heir of Robert Cheddre, at his full age, acknowledged receipt of said three dozen 
silver dessert dishes, one dozen silver saucers and six silver vessels called bowls and 
77 marks by Troy weight, total in money £66 14s. 8d. Richard was satisfied with 
these silver dessert dishes, saucers and bowls and sought that Thomas Broke and his 
guarantors should be discharged and the security cancelled. 


“4 GRB 1, p.225. 
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[Joan, widow of Robert Cheddre, married Sir Thomas Brooke with whom she had a 
son, Michael, in 1393. She died in 1437, aged 79.]** 


John, son of John Hervy. 


Folio: 58r. 

Date: Monday after the Feast of St Dunstan, 8 Richard II 
[22nd May 1385]. 

Orphan: John Hervy, son of John. 

Age: 16 years and a half. 

Guardian: — Alice, widow of John Hervy. 

Inheritance: £10 sterling in counted money, to be delivered to John at his full age, 
or earlier if he should marry, or to his executors if he should die before. 
And Alice was to maintain and bring him up well and competently and 
appropriately in all necessities. 

Guarantors: William Wermynstre, draper, and Thomas Botener. 

Will: Wadley, Wills, no. 9: John Hervy. Given 26th September 1384, proved 
October 6th 1384. 


f.58r. Here begins the time of Thomas Knapp, mayor, William Frome and 
Thomas Atte Haii_ bailiffs, from the Feast of St Michael the Archangel, 10 


Richard II, until the same time the following vear [29th September 1386-7]. 
Margaret and Elizabeth, daughters of John Borde/Bord. 


Folio: 58r-v [2 recognizances, one for each orphan]. 

Date: Monday after the Feast of St Barnabas the Apostle, 10 Richard II 
[17th June 1387]. 

Orphans: Margaret and Elizabeth Borde, daughters of John. 

Ages: 3 and a half years; 2 and a half years. 

Guardian: = Robert Dudbroke. 

Inheritance: £52 sterling to each girl in counted money, to be kept safely for their 
use and delivered at their full age, or earlier if they should marry, 
and if one should die, to be given to her sister, and if both should die, 
then to John Borde’s executors. And Robert was to maintain and bring 
them up in all their necessities well and competently. 

Guarantors: Peter atte Barugh, John Swell, Richard Inhyn and Hugh White, 
plumber [plemmer] gave surety of £52 in each recognizance. 

Will: Wadley, Wills, no. 21: John Bord/Borde. Given 22nd September 1382, 
proved May 1385. [There is no mention of daughters, only a son, 
John, and a wife, Agnes]. 


Recognizances for Margaret and Elizabeth Borde on ff.58r—v are crossed through. 
Note below: the above two recognizances were cancelled because John Stephenys 
married Margaret and acknowledged receipt of the above mentioned sums in the 
presence of John Canynges, mayor, viz: Friday after the Feast of St Leonard, 22 
Richard I [8th November 1398]. [This suggests that Elizabeth died. Margaret was 


“S See http://www.histparl.ac.uk/volume/1386-—1421/member/brooke-sir-thomas-1355-1418 [accessed 
21/01/2020] 
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married aged 15 years and died in 1417, apparently without issue. See Wadley, Wills, 


no. 183]. 


John, son of Thomas Clerk. 


Folio: 
Date: 


Orphan: 
Age: 


Guardian: 
Inheritance: 


Guarantors: 


Will: 


S8v. 

Monday after the Feast of the Nativity of the Blessed Virgin Mary, 11 
Richard II [9th September 1387]. 

John Clerk, son of Thomas. 

6 years and a quarter. 

John Stephenys. 

£20 in counted money [denarijs], 2 silver cups with lids and 1 cup 
called a Note (nut)“° worth £9 13s. 6d., appointed and allotted by the 
mayor and other councillors from the goods left by Thomas in his will, 
to be kept safely for John’s use and delivered to him at his full age, 
or earlier if he should marry, or to his executors if he should die. And 
John Stephenys was to maintain and bring John up in all necessities 
well and competently. 

William Somerwell and Walter Seymour gave surety of £20 and £9 
13s. 6d. for the said cups. 

Wadley, Wills, no. 26: Thomas Clerk, burgess. Given 27th August 
1387, proved 7th September 1387. 


Recognizance for John Clerk on f.58v is crossed through. Note below: this 
recognizance was cancelled because John Clerk, son of Thomas, at his full age, 
acknowledged before Robert Dudbroke, mayor, receipt of £20 and 2 cups with lids 
and 1 Note on Monday after the Feast of St Gregory, 6 Henry IV [16th March 1405]. 


William, son of Thomas Sampson. 


Folio: 

Date: 
Orphan: 
Age: 
Guardian: 
Inheritance: 


Guarantors: 


Wills: 


S8v. 

The same day [9th September 1387]. 

William Sampson, son of Thomas. 

11 years and a half. 

Joan, widow of Thomas Sampson. 

£300 sterling in money [peccunia], to be kept safely for the use of 
William and delivered to him at his full age, or earlier if he should 
marry, or to his executors if he should die before. And Joan was 
to maintain him in all necessities well and decently and have him 
competently brought up. 

William Wermynstre, merchant, and John Stephenys, gave surety of 
£300 sterling. 

Wadley, Wills, no. 25: Thomas Sampson, burgess. Given June 9th 
1387, proved July 15th 1387. 

Wadley, Wills, no. 81: William Sampson. Given August 19th 1395, 
proved September 30th 1395. [William’s will reveals that John Burton 
was his step-father, having married his mother Joan. William died 
aged 19.] 


“6 A cup made of a coconut shell or in the shape of one 
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Recognizance for William Sampson on f.58v is crossed through. Note below: 
afterwards, on Monday after the Feast of St Gregory the Pope, 20 Richard II 
[28th May 1397] John Burton, executor of the will of William Sampson, son of 
Thomas, came and acknowledged receipt of £300 sterling and John Burton, William 
Wermynstre and John Stephenys were quit. 


Margaret and Joan, daughters of Walter Tedistille. 


Folio: 59r [2 recognizances, one for each daughter]. 

Date: Monday before the Feast of St Michael the Archangel, 11 Richard I 
[23rd September 1387]. 

Orphans: Margaret and Joan Tedistille, daughters of Walter. 

Ages: 5 years; 2 years. 

Guardian: Agnes, widow of Walter Tedistille. 

Inheritance: To each girl, £100 sterling in money [peccunia] appointed and allotted 
by the mayor and councillors from the goods of Walter Tedistille, to 
be kept safely for the use of Margaret and Joan and delivered to them 
at their full age, or earlier if they should marry, or to their executors 
if they should die before. And Agnes was to maintain them well and 
appropriately in all necessities and have them competently brought 


up. 
Guarantors: John Wermynstre and John Fulbroke gave surety of £100. 
Will: Wadley, Wills, no. 19: Walter Tedistille, burgess. Given March 12th 


1385, proved July 14th 1385. 


[Agnes had previously been married to Henry Viel, with whom she also had two 
daughters — see f.53v.] 


£.59v. Here begins the time of William Somerwell mayor, Thomas Colston and 


John Swell bailiffs, from the Feast of St Michael the Archangel, 11 Richard IT 
[29th September 1387]. 


Richard, son of Philip atte Halle. 


Folio: S9v. 

Date: Monday after the Feast of St Bartholomew the Apostle, 12 Richard II 
[31st August 1388]. 

Orphan: Richard Atte Halle, son of Philip. 

Age: 16 years. 


Guardian: William More. 

Inheritance: £10 sterling left to Richard by Thomas Sampson, to be delivered to 
him when he had completed the next 5 years’ apprenticeship. And 
during the following 5 years, William More was to maintain and bring 
Richard up in all necessities well, competently and appropriately 
according to his status. 

Guarantors: John Canynges and Walter Niwecombe gave surety of £10 sterling 
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Will: 


Wadley, Wills, no. 25: Thomas Sampson. Given June 9th 1387, proved 
July 13th 1387. [There is no mention of a legacy to Richard Atte Halle. 
William More was Thomas Sampson’s son-in-law.] 


f.59v. Here begins the time of John Viell mayor, Thomas atte Haij and John 
Stephenis bailiffs, in the vear 12 Richard II [1388-1389]. 


Margaret, daughter of John Stanys/Stanes. 


Folio: 
Date: 


Orphan: 
Age: 


Guardian: 
Inheritance: 


Guarantors: 


Will: 


59v. 

Monday after the Feast of Epiphany, 12 Richard II 

[11th January 1389]. 

Margaret Stanys, daughter of John. 

16 years. 

Agnes, widow of John Bount [named guardian in John Stanys’s will]. 
£40 sterling in counted money, 2 cups with 2 silver covers, 2 cups called 
mazers, 12 silver spoons and other utensils [aliis rebus utensilibus] 
worth £10 17s. 5d. appointed and allotted by the mayor and other 
common councillors, left to Margaret in the will of John Stanys, to be 
kept safely for her use and delivered to her at her full age, or earlier 
if she should marry, or to her executors if she should die before. And 
Agnes Bount was to maintain and bring her up in all necessities well, 
competently and appropriately, according to her status. 

John Canynges and John Prischton gave surety of £40 and £10 17s. 
5d. for the said utensils. 

Wadley, Wills, no. 20: John Stanys. Given June 2nd 1385, proved July 
14th 1385. 


John, Stephen and Joan, children of Richard Derneford. 


Folio: 
Date: 


Orphans: 


Ages: 
Guardians: 


Inheritance: 


Guarantors: 


60r [3 recognizances, one for each orphan]. 

Monday after the Feast of St Gregory the Pope, 12 Richard I 

[31st May 1389]. 

John, Stephen and Joan Derneford, children of Richard, weaver 
[Webb]. 

14 years; 2 years; - years (sic). 

Alice, widow of Richard Derneford for John and Stephen. 

Stephen Plasterer [executor and designated guardian in will] for Joan. 
To John: £4 3s. 4d. sterling. 

To Stephen: 17s. sterling. 

To Joan: one dozen pieces of red-coloured cloth [panni rubij coloris] 
worth 25s. 

All to be delivered to the children at their full age, or earlier if they 
should marry, or to their executors if they should die. 

For John: John Harreys and Stephen Plasterer [executor]. 

For Stephen: John Zeli’ and John Harreys. 

For Joan: John Harreys and John Excestre. 
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Will: 


Wadley, Wills, no. 34: Richard Derneford. Given January 26th 1388, 
proved February 23rd 1388. [Alice was pregnant with a further child, 
not mentioned in the recognizances, at the time the will was given.] 


William and Isabel, children of Thomas Chapeleyn. 


Folio: 
Date: 


Orphans: 
Ages: 


Guardians: 


Inheritance: 


Guarantors: 


Will: 


60v [2 recognizances, one for each orphan]. 

Monday before the Feast of St Barnabas the Apostle, 13 Richard II 
[6th June 1390]. 

William and Isabel Chapeleyn, children of Thomas. 

15 years; 5 and a half years. 

Peter Atte Wode [executor] for William. 

Matilda, widow of Thomas Chapeleyn for Isabel. 

To each child, 100s. in counted money [denarijs] and a bed. For 
William: a cup bound with silver [cum argent’ ligat’] worth 15s. For 
Isabel: a cup worth 33s. 4d.; all through the mayor and other common 
councillors allotted and appointed from the goods left by Thomas 
Chapeleyn in his will, to be kept safely for their use and delivered 
to William and Isabel at their full age. If William should die, his 
inheritance was to pass to his sister Isabel if she survived him, and if 
not, to Thomas’s executors. Isabel could receive her inheritance earlier 
if she should marry, and if she should die, it was to go to Thomas’s 
executors. And the guardians were to sustain and bring up William 
and Isabel in all necessities well, appropriately and competently, 
according to their status. 

For William: John Fluyt and John Veel. 

For Isabel: John Barstaple and Richard Stanleigh. 

Wadley, Wills, no. 33: Thomas Chapeleyn. Given 3rd or 17th August 
1388, proved October Ist 1388. 


The recognizance for William Chapeleyn on f.60v is crossed through. Note below: 
on Friday after the Feast of St Ambrosius, 22 Richard II [11th April 1399], William, 
son of Thomas Chapeleyn, received from Peter Atte Wode 100s., the bed and the 
cup. He was satisfied, and Peter and his guarantors were discharged. 


John, Richard and Robert, sons of Walter Michell. 


Folio: 
Date: 


Orphans: 
Ages: 
Guardians: 


6lr and 62r [3 recognizances, one for each orphan]. 

Monday after the Feast of the Nativity of St John the Baptist, 
13 Richard II 

[28th June 1389 for John and Richard]. 

Monday before the Feast of the Conversion of St Paul, 13 Richard II 
[24th January 1390 for Robert]. 

John, Richard and Robert Mitchell, sons of Walter. 

6 years; 2% years; 15 years. 

John Barstaple for John; 

Mark William, otherwise called Speynoll, sailor [mariner], husband 
of Isabel, widow of Walter Michell, for Richard; 

Philip Excestre for Robert. 
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Inheritance: 40 marks sterling (£26 13s. 4d.) in counted money [peccuniam] to 
each boy as part of Walter’s goods, to be kept safely for their use and 
delivered to them at their full age, or earlier if they should marry, or to 
Walter’s executors if they should die before. And the guardians were 
to sustain and bring up John, Richard and Robert in all necessities 
well, appropriately and competently, according to their status. 

Guarantors: For John: Thomas Danyell and Thomas Michell. 

For Richard: Richard Assch and William Spaynoll. 
For Robert: Walter Seymour and Robert Cammell. 
All gave surety of 40 marks. 

Will: Wadley, Wills, no. 35: Walter Michell, burgess. Given February 14th 

1388, proved April 24th 1389. 


The recognizance for John Michell on f.61r is crossed through. Note below: on 
Tuesday after the Feast of All Saints, 7 Henry IV [3rd November 1405], John, son 
of Walter Michell, acknowledged receipt of 40 marks from John Barstaple and the 
security was cancelled. 

The recognizance for Richard Michell on f.61r is crossed through. Note below: 
on Wednesday after the Feast of St Hillarius, 10 Henry IV [16th January 1409], 
Richard, son of Walter Michell, before mayor John Fissher, acknowledged receipt of 
40 marks from Marcus William and sought cancellation of this security. 

The recognizance for Robert Michell on f.62r is crossed through. Note below: 
annulled [cassatus] because Robert acknowledged payment of the above sum in 
the presence of John Canynges mayor, viz Friday after the Feast of St Leonard, 22 
Richard II [8th November 1398]. 


John, son of Hugh Hunte/le Hunte. 


Folio: 6lv. 

Date: Monday before the Feast of St Laurence, 13 Richard II 
[9th August 1389]. 

Orphan: John, son of Hugh Hunte. 

Age: 6 years. 

Guardian: Katherine, widow of Hugh Hunte. 

Inheritance: £20 in counted money [denarijs], 4 silver cups, 4 gold rings, a 
girdle [unam zonam], 4 beds, 4 brass pots, 4 basins with ewers and 
other useful things [rebus utensilibis| worth £13 9'4d., allotted and 
appointed by the mayor and common councillors from the goods 
which Hugh left to his son John. All was to be kept safely for John’s 
use and delivered to him at his full age, or earlier if he should marry, or 
if he should die before, then to Hugh’s executors. And Katherine was 
to maintain and bring John up in all necessities well, appropriately and 
competently, according to his status. 

Guarantors: Henry Calf, John Castell and Walter Sturmy gave surety of £20 and 
also for £13 94d. worth of household utensils [de utensilibus domus]. 

Will: Wadley, Wills, no. 38: Hugh le Hunt, burgess. Given 29th March 1389, 
proved July 18th 1389. 


[Katherine married her guarantor, Henry Calf, who died in 1394. She died in 1408, 
followed in 1410 by her son John. See Wadley, Wills, nos. 67, 160, 165.] 


136 = Orphans, Widows and Guardians in Medieval and Early Modern Bristol 


Alice, daughter of John Swell. 


Folio: 6lv. 

Date: Monday after the Feast of St Wolstan, Bishop, 14 Richard I 
[23rd January 1391]. 

Orphan: Alice Swell, daughter of John. 

Age: 1 year. 


Guardian: Richard Hantesford, husband of Margaret, widow of John Swell. 

Inheritance: £50 sterling in money [pecunia] counted by the mayor and common 
councillors from the goods left to Alice by John Swell, to be kept 
safely for her use and delivered at her full age, or earlier if she should 
marry, or to her executors if she should die before. And if she should 
die under age, then the money should come to John Swell’s executors. 
And Richard Hantesford was to maintain and bring Alice up in all 
necessities well, appropriately and competently. 

Guarantors: John Richardes and Henry London. 

Will: Wadley, Wills, no. 40: John Swell. Given May 5th 1389, proved 
September 30th 1389. Margaret Swell must have been pregnant with 
Alice when John died. In his will, a daughter, Alice, is mentioned, 
presumably an older sibling. 


Recognizance for Alice Swell on f.61v is crossed through. Note below: on 24th 
August, 7 Henry IV [1406], Hugh Wydeford, who married Alice, in the presence of 
John Barstaple, mayor, acknowledged receipt of £50 sterling and the security was 
cancelled. 

[Hugh Withyford was married to widow Joan Robyns in or before August 1422 
(f.75r), so, assuming this is the same man, Alice must have died before then.] 


f.62r. Here begins the time of William Canynges mayor, John Toky and John 


Haverynge bailiffs, from the Feast of St Michael the Archangel, 13 Richard I 
[29th September 1389]. 


Robert, son of Walter Michell. 
Folio: 62r [see f.61r]. 


f.62r. Thomas Knap mayor, John Burton and Richard Hanteford bailiffs 
[1391-2]. 


William. son of John Yonge. 


Folio: 62r and 63v. 

Date: On Monday (sic) the Feast of St Giles the Abbot, 15 Richard II 
[Friday 1st or Monday 4th September 1391].*’ 

Orphan: William Yonge, son of John. 

Age: 7 years. 


Guardian: Joan, widow of John Yonge. 


“7 The Feast of St Giles Abbot fell on a Friday in 1391, so the scribe was either mistaken in the day or 
forgot to insert ‘after’ in the text. 
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Inheritance: £46 13s. 4d. sterling in money [pecunia] counted by the mayor and 
common councillors from John Yonge’s goods, bequeathed to his son 
William, to be kept safely for his use and delivered to William at his 
full age, or to his executors, or earlier if he should marry, or to John’s 
executors if William should die underage or before marriage. And 
Joan was to maintain and bring William up well, appropriately and 
competently in all necessities according to his status. 

Guarantors: Reginald Touker, John Fulbroke, Thomas Danyell and William 
Foxhull gave surety of £46 13s. 4d. 

Will: No will was found for John Yonge. 
Wadley, Wills, no. 107: John Fytelton the elder. Given February 16th 
1398, proved April 6th 1399. [This will refers to a bequest for William, 
son of John Yonge, who was not yet 28 and was possibly betrothed to 
Fytelton’s daughter Elizabeth.] 


f.63v. A new recognizance was taken on Monday after the Feast of St James the 
Apostle, 18 Richard II [27th July 1394], in which Thomas Blount of Bristol, before 
mayor William Frome, took custody of a messuage with appurtenances in the 
suburb of Bristol in Temple Street [Templestrete], which William Yonge inherited 
through the death of his father, to be held until William was 21 years old and then 
the outgoings and profits were to be delivered in a good and lawful state.“** The 
guarantors were Henry Cokerell and Richard Inhyne. 

Recognizance for William Yonge on f.62r is crossed through. Note below: Friday 
after the Feast of the Nativity of the Blessed Virgin Mary, 7 Henry IV [10th September 
1406], William Yonge came before John Barstaple, mayor, and acknowledged receipt 
of £46 13s. 4d. and the security was cancelled. 


Adam, son of John Reper/Riper. 


Folio: 62v. 

Date: Monday after the Feast of the Exaltation of the Holy Cross, 16 Richard 
II [16th September 1392]. 

Orphan: Adam Reper, son of John. 

Age: 15 years. 


Guardian: | Henry London. 

Inheritance: £10 sterling in money [pecunia] counted by the mayor and common 
councillors from the goods bequeathed by John Reper to Adam, allotted 
and appointed by him to be kept safely for Adam’s use and delivered 
at his full age, or earlier if he should marry, or to his executors if he 
should die. And Henry London was to maintain and bring Adam up 
well, appropriately and competently in all necessities according to his 


status. 
Guarantors: Hugh Carleton and Elias Roberts gave surety of £10. 
Will: Wadley, Wills, no. 39: John Riper. Given September 14th 1389, proved 


October Ist 1389. [In the will, the executors, Nicholas Wareyn, John 
Bailly, otherwise called Tibbys, of Bedminster and John Richardys, 
were given the keeping of Robert and Adam, two of John Riper’s three 
sons, but Henry London was not named.] 


“8 According to Latimer, ‘Civic Officers’, p.129, John Somerwell was mayor in July 1394. 
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f.62v.Her ins the time of John Can mavor from the F 
Michael the Archangel, 16 Richard II [September 29th 1392]. 


Agnes, Walter, Joan, Richard, children of William Waleys. 


Folio: 62v-63r [4 recognizances, one for each orphan]. 
Date: Monday after the Feast of St Lucy the Virgin, 16 Richard II 
[16th December 1392]. 
Orphan: Agnes, Walter, Joan, Richard Waleys, children of William, draper. 
Age: 11 years; 9 years; 5 years; 2 years. 
Guardian: Thomas Blount, executor of William’s will, who married Agnes, 


William’s widow and also executrix. 

Inheritance: £20 sterling to each child in money [pecunia] counted by the mayor 
and common councillors and allotted and appointed to each child 
from goods bequeathed by William, to be kept safely for their use and 
delivered at their full age, or earlier if they should marry, or to their 
executors if they should die. And if they should die underage or before 
marriage, the £20 should go in equal portions to their siblings who 
survive them. And Thomas Blount was to maintain and bring them up 
well, appropriately and competently in all necessities. 

Guarantors: Robert Dudbroke, Richard Inhyne and Peter Atte Barugh each gave 
surety of £20 for each child. 

Will: Wadley, Wills, no. 51: William Waleys, draper and burgess. Given 29th 
August 1392, proved October Ist 1392. [William’s widow was called 
Alice in his will. She was still alive in 1407, when she was executor to 
William Norton (see Wadley, Wills, no. 159) and her husband, Thomas 
Blount, became mayor in 1408 and 1417. The Thomas Blount who 
died in 1441 (Wadley, Wills, no. 232) is probably Agnes/Alice’s son 
or stepson rather than her husband. He left a widow, Margaret.] 


The recognizance for Agnes Waleys on f.62v is crossed through. Note below: 
annulled because Thomas Hendy married Agnes, daughter of William Waleys and 
acknowledged receipt of the said sum on Monday after the Feast of St Laurence the 
Martyr, 9 Henry IV [13th August 1408]. 

The recognizance for Joan Waleys on f.63r is crossed through. Note below: cancelled 
because Thomas Fissh married Joan, daughter of William Waleys, and acknowledged 
receipt of the above sum on Monday after the Feast of St Laurence the Martyr, 9 
Henry IV [13th August 1408]. 

The recognizance for Richard Waleys on f.63r is crossed through. Note below: 
annulled because it was testified [testatus fuit] that Richard had died underage. 
Therefore, his portion was divided between Thomas Hendy and Thomas Fyssh in 
two parts, viz: 10 marks (£6 13s. 4d.) to each and 10 marks remained for Walter 
when he reached full age [in 1404, assuming he would inherit at age 21]. 
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John, son of Richard Beteston. 


Folio: 63. 

Date: Monday after (sic) the Feast of the Translation of St Thomas Martyr, 
17 Richard IT [7th July 1393].° 

Orphan: John Beteston, son of Richard. 

Age: 14 years. 


Guardian: Thomas Beteston of Lytelton Husey in the parish of Bishop’s 
Lavington [Bisshoplauynton] in County Wilts. 

Inheritance: £10 3s. 4d. sterling in money [pecunia] counted by the mayor and 
common councillors from the goods of Richard bequeathed to John 
Beteston, to be kept safely for his use and delivered to him at his full 
age, or earlier if he should marry, or to his executors if he should die 
before. And Thomas Beteston was to maintain and bring John up well, 
appropriately and competently in all necessities. 

Guarantors: Thomas Burford and John Sloo gave surety of £10 3s. 4d. 

Will: Wadley, Wills, no. 59: Richard Byddeston. Given April 26th 1393, 
proved July Ist 1393 at Wells. 


John, son of Robert Gardyner/Gardener. 


Folio: 63v. 

Date: Monday after the Feast of St Matthew the Apostle and Evangelist, 
17 Richard II [22nd September 1393]. 

Orphan: John Gardyner, son and heir of Robert Gardyner. 

Age: 7 years. 


Guardian: John Bannebury of Bristol [as stipulated in Robert’s will]. 

Inheritance: £200 sterling in money [pecunia] counted by the mayor and other 
common councillors from the goods of Robert Gardyner bequeathed 
to his son John, to be kept safely for John’s use and to be delivered 
at his full age, or earlier if he should marry, or to his executors if he 
should die. And John Bannebury was to maintain and bring him up 
well, appropriately and competently in all necessities. 

Guarantors: John Barstaple and John Stephenes. 

Will: Wadley, Wills, no. 55: Robert Gardener. Given January 8th 1392, 
proved 27th January 1392. 


f.70r. A new recognizance was taken for John Gardyner, son of Robert, on Monday 
before the Feast of St Mathew the Apostle and Evangelist, 6 Henry IV [14th 
September 1405] when John was 18 years old. John Stephenes senior was named 
as guardian and the inheritance and conditions remained the same. Guarantors were 
John Barstaple and John Droys, who gave surety of £200 sterling. 

This recognizance is crossed through with a note below showing that John Gardyner 
had died: on Monday after the Feast of St Gregory the Pope, 10 Henry IV [12th 
March 1409] Robert Gardyner, executor of the will of John Gardyner, the son and 
heir of Robert Gardyner senior, with Robert Stanschawe, co-executor of the will of 
Thomas Stanschawe, one of John Gardyner junior’s executors, came before John 
Fissher then mayor, and received the £200 and the security was annulled. 


“° The Feast of the Translation of St Thomas Martyr [7th July] was on Monday in 1393. 
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f.63v. Mayor William Frome. 


William, son of John Yonge. 


Folio: 


63v [see f.62r]. 


Agnes, daughter of William Bracy/Braci. 


Folio: 
Date: 


Orphan: 
Age: 


Guardian: 
Inheritance: 


Guarantors: 


Will: 


64r. 

Monday after the Feast of St James, 19 Richard II 

[26th July 1395]. 

Agnes Bracy, daughter of William. 

4 years and a half. 

Matilda, widow of William Bracy. 

10 marks sterling (£6 13s. 4d.) in counted money [pecunia], 6 silver 
spoons, a bed, a spruce chest [wna Cista de Spruys], a brass pot and a 
metal pot [possenet] allotted and appointed by the mayor and common 
councillors from the goods William left to Agnes, to be kept safely for 
her use and to be delivered to her at her full age, or earlier if she should 
marry, or to her executors if she should die before. And Matilda was to 
maintain and bring Agnes up well, appropriately and competently in 
all necessities. 

William Wermynstre, merchant, and Richard Stanley, who gave surety 
for 10 marks sterling and the other goods. 

Wadley, Wills, no. 69: William Braci, burgess. Given 19th February 
1394 or 18th February 1395 (sic), proved July 6th 1395. 


f.64r. Mayor John Barstaple. 


Joan, daughter of Thomas Halle/Hall. 


Folio: 
Date: 


Orphan: 
Age: 
Guardian: 
Inheritance: 


Guarantors: 
Will: 


64r. 

Monday after the Feast of St Barnabas the Apostle, 19 Richard II 
[12th June 1396]. 

Joan Halle, daughter of Thomas. 

4 years. 

Adam Abraham, who married Christina, widow of Thomas Halle. 
£20 sterling in counted money [pecunia], two silver vessels [duabus 
peceis argenti], with a cover to each, worth £6, a bed worth 13s. 4d., 
a basin and ewer and a brass pot worth 13s. 4d., an agate or porcelain 
bowl bound with silver [una murra argento ligat’] worth 13s. 4d. 
sterling, through the mayor and common councillors appointed and 
allotted [assignatus & ordinatus|] from the goods left to Joan by 
Thomas Hall for her use. All these were to be delivered at her full age, 
or earlier if she should marry, or to her executors if she should die 
before. And Adam was to maintain and bring her up well, appropriately 
and competently in all necessities. 

Walter Portlond, Simon Canynges and William Gyen. 

Wadley, Wills, no. 78: Thomas Halle. Given 22nd September 1395, 
proved November 8th 1395. 
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Recognizance for Joan Hall on f.64r is crossed through. Note below: on Wednesday 
after the Feast of the Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary, 8 Henry IV [17th 
August 1407] Robert Colyns, who married Joan Hall, came before John Droys, 
mayor, and acknowledged receipt of £20 and all the goods above bequeathed to 
Joan, and the guarantors were quit and the security cancelled. 


Alice, daughter of William Cary. 


Folio: 64r. 

Date: Monday before the Feast of the Translation of St Thomas the Martyr, 
20 Richard I [3rd July 1396]. 

Orphan: Alice Cary, daughter of William. 

Age: Three quarters of a year. 


Guardian: John Borughull, who married Agnes, widow of William Cary. 

Inheritance: £10 sterling in money [pecunia] counted by the mayor and common 
councillors from the goods of William Cary bequeathed to Alice, 
allotted and appointed to be kept safely for the use of Alice and 
to be delivered at her full age, or earlier if she should marry, or to 
her executors if she should die before. And John Borughull was to 
maintain and bring her up well, appropriately and competently in all 


necessities. 
Guarantors: Henry Roper and Thomas Malu[er]ne. 
Will: Wadley, Wills, no. 84: William Cary, burgess. Given May 4th 1395, 


proved May 8th 1396. 


An identical recognizance was made on f.66r, except the year is given as 22 Richard 
II. This latter recognizance has been crossed through, with a note in the margin 
referring to the preceding security. 


f.64v. Here begins the time of Thomas Knap, mayor of the town of Bristol, from 
the Feast of St Michael the Archangel, 20 Richard II [29th September 1396]. 


John, son of Peter Atte Barugh. 


Folio: 64v. 

Date: Monday after the Feast of the Conception of the Blessed Virgin Mary, 
20 Richard II [11th December 1396]. 

Orphan: John Atte Barugh, son and heir of Peter. 

Age: 9 years. 

Guardian: § Margaret, widow of Peter Atte Barugh. 

Inheritance: £100 sterling in counted money [pecunia], a silver cup with lid 
weighing 21 ounces of silver worth 63s. 6d., a maplewood cup bound 
in silver called nut [Note] with a lid to the same worth 44s., a girdle 
studded with silver [una zona argente stipat’] worth 28s., an armoured 
or decorated saddle [uno bastardo harniset’| worth 10s., a bed with 
cover [cum Tapet’] worth 13s. 4d., two blankets worth 40d., a pair 
of linen cloths worth 4s. 6d. sterling, appointed and allotted through 
the mayor and common councillors from the goods left by Peter Atte 
Barugh to his son John, to be kept safely for his use and delivered at 
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Guarantors: 
Will: 


his full age if he should live so long. And Margaret was to maintain 
and bring him up well, appropriately and competently. And if John 
should die before reaching his full age, the £100 and above goods 
were to be returned to Peter’s executors to be distributed according to 
his will. 

John Somerwell, Reginald Taillor, John Prisshton and John Wodeley. 
Wadley, Wills, no. 87: Peter Atte Barugh, burgess. Given September 
15th 1396, proved November 11th 1396. 


Edmund. son of John Russell. 


Folio: 
Date: 


Orphan: 
Age: 
Guardian: 
Inheritance: 


Guarantors: 
Will: 


64v. 

Monday after the Feast of the Annunciation to the Blessed Virgin 
Mary, 20 Richard II [26th March 1397]. 

Edmund Russell, son of John. 

7 years. 

Walter Seymour [as specified in John’s will]. 

100s. sterling in counted money [pecunia], allocated and appointed 
through the hands of the mayor and common councillors from the 
goods bequeathed by Edmund Russell to his son John, to be kept safely 
for his use and delivered at his full age, or earlier if he should marry, or 
to his executors if he should die. And Walter was to maintain and bring 
Edmund up well, appropriately and competently in all necessities. 
Philip Excestre and Thomas Hendy. 

Wadley, Wills, no. 95: John Russell burgess. Given October 29th 1396, 
proved December 2nd 1396. [John left a widow, Agnes, but specified 
that Edmund should be under the control of Walter Seymour.] 


Thomas and Agnes, children of William Downe. 


Folio: 
Date: 


Orphans: 
Ages: 
Guardians: 


Inheritance: 


65r and 66v [2 recognizances, one for each orphan]. 

Monday before the Feast of St Laurence, 21 Richard II 

[6th August 1397] for Thomas. 

Monday after the Invention of the Holy Cross, 20 Richard II 

[7th May 1397] for Agnes. 

Thomas and Agnes Downe, children of William. 

10 years; 6 years. 

John Harreys of Bristol for Thomas. 

John Comber for Agnes. 

To each child, £12 3s. sterling in counted money [pecunia], allocated 
and appointed through the hands of the mayor and common councillors 
from the goods bequeathed by William to his son Thomas and to his 
daughter Agnes, to be kept safely for their use and to be delivered 
to them at their full age, or earlier if they should marry, or to their 
executors if they should die. And if either should die before marriage 
or reaching their full age, then the said cash [denar’] was to go to 
their sibling, if they survived, and if not, then the money was to go 
to William’s executors. And John Harreys and John Comber were 
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Guarantors: 


Will: 


to maintain and bring Thomas and Agnes up well, appropriately and 
competently in all necessities. 

For Thomas: Reginald Touker and John Selwode. 

For Agnes: Stephen Ruddoke and William Boughan. 

All gave surety of £12 3s. 

Wadley, Wills, no. 96: William Downe. Given August 20th 1392, 
proved September 16th 1393. 


f.65r. Mayor John Bannebury. 


John, son of Henry Roper/Ropere. 


Folio: 
Date: 


Orphan: 
Age: 
Guardian: 
Inheritance: 


Guarantors: 
Will: 


65r. 

Monday after the Feast of St Martin the Bishop, 22 Richard II 

[18th November 1398]. 

John Roper, son of Henry. 

2 years. 

John Aylmer, who married Joan, widow of Henry Roper. 

£51 6s. 8d. sterling in money counted by the mayor and other common 
councillors from the goods bequeathed by Henry to his son John, 
allotted and appointed to be kept safely for John’s use and delivered 
to him at his full age, or earlier if he should marry, or to his executors 
if he should die. And John Aylmer was to maintain and bring him up 
well, appropriately and competently in all necessities. 

John Hardyng and William Pays gave surety of £51 6s. 8d. 

Wadley, Wills, no. 93: Henry Ropere. Given February 4th 1394, 
proved January 17th 1396. 


John, son of John Mulward/Muleward. 


Folio: 
Date: 


Orphan: 
Age: 
Guardian: 
Inheritance: 


Guarantors: 
Will: 


65v. 

Monday after the Feast of the Nativity of the Blessed Virgin Mary, 22 
Richard II [9th September 1398]. 

John Mulward, son of John. 

4 years. 

John Bagpath of Bristol [as specified in the will]. 

£8 13s. 4d. sterling in counted money [pecunia], a brass pot worth 7s. 
1d.,a lid, 1 pair linen cloths, | blanket [Whityl/] worth 6s. 8d.,3 silver 
spoons worth 3s. 10d. and five millstones [molar’] worth 50s., through 
the mayor and common councillors allotted from goods bequeathed 
by John to his son, to be kept safely for his use and delivered to him 
at his full age, or earlier if he should marry, or to his executors if he 
should die. And John Bagpath was to maintain John Mulward well 
and appropriately. 

John Clyve, Thomas Wellyngton and Geoffrey Meke, dyer. 

Wadley, Wills, no. 100: John Mulward, burgess. Given June 7th 1398, 
proved July 9th 1398. [John’s widow, Joan, was to receive half a 
bushel of flour weekly only whilst she remained a pure widow; after 
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her marriage it was to be given to John Bagpath for the sustenance of 
son John.] 


f.65v. Mayor John Canynges [1398-9]. 
John, son of Richard Brokworth/Brokeworth. 


Folio: 65v [and see 7 Ir]. 

Date: Friday before the Feast of the Purification of the Blessed Virgin Mary, 
22 Richard II [31st January 1399]. 

Orphan: John Brokworth, son of Richard. 

Age: 3 years and a half. 

Guardian: John Lemman, who married Agnes, widow of Richard Brokworth. 

Inheritance: £51 6s. 4d. sterling in counted money, a vessel [pecia] of silver with a 
lid and other spoons worth £8 13s. 8d., through the mayor and common 
councillors allotted and appointed from the goods bequeathed by 
Richard to his son, to be kept safely for his use and delivered to John 
at his full age, or earlier if he should marry, or to his executors if he 
should die before. And John Lemman was to maintain John well and 


appropriately. 

Guarantors: Richard Hantesford, Hugh Carleton, Robert Dudbroke, Thomas 
Gloucestre. 

Will: Wadley, Wills, no. 106: Richard Brokeworth burgess. Given October 


12th 1397, proved December 1397. 

Wadley, Wills, no. 142: Agnes Lemman. Given May 18th and proved 
July 10th 1405. [Agnes left two sons, Thomas and John Lemman, 
for whom recognizances were taken in 1405 (see f.71r). There is no 
mention of her son John Brokworth.] 


Recognizance for John Brokworth on f.65v is crossed through. Marginal note: 
annulled at the time of Robert Dudbroke, mayor, because William White, executor 
of Richard Brokworth, and Agnes, mother of same John, in full court acknowledged 
receipt of aforesaid money, viz: Ist March, 6 Henry IV [1405]. [This payment was 
either because of the death of John Lemman or of John Brokworth, shortly before 
the death of Agnes.] 


Alice, daughter of William Cary. 
Folio: 66r [see f.64r]. 


f.66v. Mayor Thomas Knap, Richard Brokworth and John Hardewyke bailiffs 
[1396-7]. 


Agnes, daughter of William Downe. 
Folio: 66v [see f.65r]. 
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f.66v. Mayor William Frome, Mark William and John Sely bailiffs [1400-01]. 


Henry. son of Robert Graunt. 


Folio: 
Date: 


Orphan: 
Age: 
Guardian: 
Inheritance: 


Guarantors: 
Will: 


66v. 

Monday after the Feast of St Martin the Bishop, 2 Henry IV 

[15th November 1400]. 

Henry Graunt, son of Robert. 

7 years. 

Nicholas Devenyssh, who married Isabel, widow of Robert Graunt. 
£39 in counted money [pecunia], allotted by the mayor and other 
common councillors from the goods left in Robert’s will, to be kept 
safely for Henry’s use and delivered to him at his full age, or earlier if 
he should marry, or to his executors. And if he should die underage or 
before marriage, then the money [denarij] should revert to his father 
Robert’s executors. And Nicholas Devenyssh was to maintain Henry 
competently according to his status. 

Thomas Norton and William Solers each gave surety of £39. 

Wadley, Wills, no. 111: Robert Wyoote alias Grawnte, burgess. Given 
October 15th 1398, proved December 3rd 1398. 


Alice, daughter of Thomas Carpenter. 


Folio: 
Date: 
Orphan: 
Age: 


Guardian: 


Inheritance: 


Guarantors: 


Will: 


67r [and see ff.44r—v for children of Robert Carpenter and f.50v for 
children of Richard Carpenter]. 

Monday after the Feast of St Hilary, 2 Henry IV 

[17th January 1401]. 

Alice Carpenter, daughter of Thomas. 

3 years. 

Thomas Benet of Bristol [canon of Wells], executor and designated 
guardian in Thomas’s will. 

10 marks (£6 13s. 4d.) in counted money [pecunia] allotted and 
appointed by the mayor and other common councillors from the goods 
of Thomas Carpenter, left in his will to his daughter Alice, to be kept 
safely for her use and to be delivered to her at her full age, or earlier 
if she should marry, or to her executors. And Thomas Benet was to 
maintain and bring her up well and appropriately according to her 
status. 

John Stamford junior and Thomas Felter gave surety of 10 

marks. 

Wadley, Wills, no. 113: Thomas Carpynter. Given March 12th 1397, 
proved May 5th 1399 at Wells. [Itis possible that this Thomas Carpenter 
was the son of Robert, and aged 16 in 1368 (see f.44v) although there 
is no evidence to connect these two Thomas Carpenters. ] 


ff.70v-7 lr. A new recognizance was taken for Alice Carpenter, daughter of Thomas, 
on the nineteenth day of April, 7 Henry IV [1406], when Alice was 8 years old, in 
which Henry Bokerell was named as guardian with Gilbert Joce and William Pays as 
guarantors and in which the inheritance and conditions remained the same. 
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f.67r. Mayor John Barstaple, Richard Panes and Simon Algode bailiffs [1401-2]. 
Agnes, daughter of John Fluyt. 


Folio: 
Date: 


Orphan: 
Age: 
Guardian: 
Inheritance: 


Guarantors: 
Will: 


67r. 

Monday before the Feast of St Matthew the Apostle, 3 Henry IV 
[18th September 1402]. 

Agnes Fluyt, daughter of John. 

4 years. 

Richard Sloo, who married Agnes, widow of John Fluyt. 

13 marks (£8 13s. 4d.) in counted money and a bed worth 13s. 
4d., through the mayor and other common councillors of the town 
appointed and allotted from the goods bequeathed by John Fluyt to his 
daughter in his will, to be kept safely for her use and delivered to her 
at her full age, or earlier if she should marry, or to her executors. And 
Richard Sloo was to maintain and bring her up well and appropriately 
in all necessities. 

John Sloo and Nicholas Wareyn gave surety of 14 marks (£9 6s. 8d.). 
Wadley, Wills, no. 121: John Fluyt, burgess. Given 16th July 1398, 
proved 3rd August 1398. 


Recognizance for Agnes Fluyt on f.67r is crossed through. Note below: annulled 
because William Colyns of Siston [Syeston], who married Agnes, acknowledged full 
payment of the sum and the bed before John Droys, mayor, James Cokkes then 
sheriff, John Sutton and William (sic) bailiffs viz: Wednesday before the Feast of St 
Valentine the Martyr, 11 Henry IV [12th February 1410]. 


f.67v is blank. 


f.68r._In the time of John Stephen, mayor, 4 Henry IV [1402-3], Thomas Yonge 


and Nicholas Excestre bailiffs. 


John, William, Margaret, Eleanor and Thomas, children of William Solers alias 


Draper. 


Folio: 


Date: 
Orphans: 


Ages: 
Guardians: 


Inheritance: 


681r—v [2 recognizances, one for Thomas, one for the other four 
orphans]. 

Twenty-eighth day of May, 4 Henry IV [28th May 1403]. 

John, William, Margaret, Eleanor, Thomas Solers, children of William 
alias Draper. 

9 years; 1 year; 10 years; 7 years; 2 years and a half. 

David Dedbroke, husband of Isabel, daughter of William Solers and 
Agnes, for John, William, Margaret and Eleanor. 

Nicholas Excestre for Thomas. 

John, William, Margaret and Eleanor: £80 sterling of goods of William 
Solers their father through Agnes their mother and executor of his 
will, as portions and parts appointed and allotted by the testator and 
belonging to each child by right viz: to each child £20, to be paid 
when they reached their lawful age, or earlier if they should marry. 
And David was to maintain and bring them up well, appropriately 
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and competently in all necessities according to their status. And if any 
of the children should die underage or before marriage, their portion 
was to remain to the surviving children, to be divided equally between 
them until two equal parts remained of the portions of the five children. 
And if all the orphan children died except one, then 50 marks (£33 6s. 
8d.) was to remain to David Dedbroke and his wife Isabel, one of the 
daughters of William Solers and Agnes, and the remaining 100 marks 
(£66 13s. 4d.) from the total £100 left to the five children was to be 
entirely at the disposal of Agnes for the sole child until they reached 
maturity. And if all the children died underage or before marriage, 
their portions and their share of the £100 was to remain to Agnes and 
to David and Isabel, to be divided between them in equal portions. 
Thomas: £20 sterling from the goods of William Solers as his portion 
through Agnes, his mother and executor of William’s will, to be kept 
safely for his use and delivered at his full age, or earlier if he should 
marry. And if he should die underage or before marriage, his portion 
of £20 was to be divided equally between his four siblings. And 
Nicholas was to maintain and bring him up well, appropriately and 
competently. 

Guarantors: For John, William, Margaret and Eleanor: Robert Dedbroke and John 
Droys gave surety of £80. 

For Thomas: John Spyne and John Playstede, draper, gave surety of 
£20. 

Will: Wadley, Wills, no. 125: William Solers burgess. Given September 
18th 1402, proved Oct 6th 1402. [William’s wife Agnes was named 
guardian to all his children. There was no mention of son John or 
daughter Isabel.] 


[Unusually, the recognizance for John, William, Margaret and Eleanor on f.68r uses 
the first person at times. For example, ‘I, the said David, wish and agree [volo & 
concedo] through those present that the mayor and bailiffs of the town, whoever they 
may be, should distrain or have taken the said money from all my goods and chattels, 
lands, rents and tenements’ and that ‘for my part, I, the said David, commit myself 
and all my goods and moveable chattels, lands and tenements’. This recognizance is 
crossed through. ] 

Note on f.68v. Afterwards John Bolton, town clerk [co(mmun)is cli(en)tus] who 
married Margaret, daughter of William Solers, came and acknowledged himself 
fully satisfied of 50 marks sterling before Thomas Yonge, mayor, John Spyne then 
sheriff, William Stephenes and David Ruddok then bailiffs, on Friday after the Feast 
of St Mathew the Apostle and Evangelist, 13 Henry IV [23rd September 1412]. 
f.68v. Note below: afterwards Richard Arvas, who married Eleanor, daughter of 
William Solers, came and acknowledged himself fully satisfied of 50 marks sterling 
before John Clyve then mayor, John Sherp then sheriff, Thomas Hendy and William 
Barette then bailiffs, on Monday before the Feast of St Michael the Archangel, | 
Henry V [25th September 1413]. 

f.68v. Note below: and afterwards John Solers, son of William, at his full age 
acknowledged, through Robert Colville, his attorney and legal representative 
[legitie’ deputatu’], that he was fully satisfied of 50 marks sterling before John Droys 
then mayor, Robert Russell then sheriff, John Draper and John Milton then bailiffs, 
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on Monday before the Feast of St Katherine the Virgin, 2 Henry V [19th November 
1414].4° 

[It is not clear why Thomas Solers had a separate guardian. The recognizance for 
him on ff.681r—v is crossed through. Both he and William, the two youngest children, 
probably died since John, Margaret and Eleanor all received 50 marks rather than the 
30 marks left to each child. 


f.69r. Thomas Knap mayor, year five (Henry IV 1403-4), John Droys and Adam 
Inhyne bailiffs. 


Joan and Joan, daughters of William Boughan. 


Folio: 69r. 

Date: Friday before the Feast of St David the Bishop, 5 Henry IV 
[29th February 1404]. 

Orphans: Joan and Joan Boughan, daughters of William. 

Ages: 2 years; half a year. 

Guardian: William Hurdeman, who married Joan, widow of William Boughan. 

Inheritance: 100s. sterling from the goods of William Boughan in money [pecunia] 
counted through the mayor and other common councillors, left to Joan 
and Joan in his will, to be kept safely for their use and to be delivered 
to them at their full age, or earlier if they should marry, or to their 
executors. And if either should die underage, or before marriage, her 
portion was to go to the survivor, and if both died, then to the executors 
of William Boughan. And William Hurdeman was to maintain and 
bring them up well and appropriately and competently according to 
their status. 

Guarantors: John Droys and Thomas Hallewey gave surety of 100s. 

Will: Wadley, Wills, no. 128: William Boughan. Given July 11th 1403, 
proved at Wells, August 14th 1403. 
Wadley, Wills, no. 189: William Hurdeman. Given March 1417 and 
proved before October 31st 1418. 


[See f.76r for recognizance for the children of William Hurdeman and Joan.] 


William, John, Henry, Joan, children of Richard Kenfeke. 


Folio: 69v. 

Date: Friday before the Feast of St Mathew the Apostle and Evangelist, 6 
Henry IV [19th September 1405]. 

Orphans: William, John, Henry, Joan Kenfeke, children of Richard. 

Ages: 10 years; 7 years; 2 years; 13 years. 

Guardian: John Beaupero, who married Katherine, widow of Richard Kenfeke. 

Inheritance: £15 sterling in counted money [pecunia] divided equally between the 
boys and £11 sterling for Joan, with a piece of silver worth 13s. 4d. 
sterling, a maplewood cup called a maser worth 13s. 4d. sterling and 
a bed worth 26s. 8d. sterling, through the mayor and other common 


*° For an account of how John Solers sought to prove that he had reached his age of majority, see 
Fleming, Time, Space, Power, pp. 70-71. 
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Guarantors: 
Will: 


councillors from the goods left in his will by Richard to his four 
children, assigned and appointed to be kept safely for the use of the 
children and to be delivered to them when they reached their full age, 
or earlier if they should marry, or to their executors. And if any of 
the children should die, their portion was to be divided between the 
survivors. And if they should all die, then the money should remain 
according to Richard’s will. And John Beaupero was to maintain and 
bring them up well and appropriately and competently according to 
their status. 

Thomas Erle and William Westerley. 

Wadley, Wills, no. 136: Richard Kenfeke. Given 22nd November 
1404, proved 19th February 1405. 


f.69v. Mayor Robert Dudbroke [1404-5]. 


Margaret. Joan and Agnes, daughters of Robert Lygh. 


Folio: 
Date: 


Orphans: 
Ages: 
Guardian: 
Inheritance: 


Guarantors: 
Will: 


69v. 

Monday after the Feast of St Mathew the Apostle and Evangelist, 6 
Henry IV [28th September 1405]. 

Margaret, Joan, Agnes Lygh, daughters of Robert. 

11 years; 5 years; 4 years. 

John Blekker, burgess and executor. 

£20 sterling in counted money, divided equally between the children 
through the mayor and other councillors from the goods left to them 
in Robert’s will, assigned and appointed to be kept safely for the use 
of the children and to be delivered to them at their full age, or earlier 
if they should marry or to their executors. And if any of them should 
die underage, or before marriage, her money was to remain to the 
survivors. And if they should all die, then half of the money should be 
spent on masses for Robert’s soul and all the faithful dead, and half 
was to go to Robert’s brothers and sisters, as more fully explained in 
his will. And John Blekker was to maintain and bring them up well 
and appropriately and competently according to their status. 

Thomas Felter, Richard Brokworth and William Westerley. 

Wadley, Wills, no. 119: Robert Lygh, burgess. Given 28th July 1401, 
proved Oct 15th 1401. [Robert’s daughters, as well as two sons, John 
and Thomas, his father, John, and a widow, Margaret, are mentioned 
in the will.] 


John, son of Robert Gardyner. 


Folio: 


70r [see f.63v]. 


Roger, John, Thomas, Avice, children of Robert Spisour. 


Folio: 
Date: 


70r. 
Monday after the Feast of St Mark the Evangelist, 6 Henry IV 
[27th April 1405]. 
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Orphans: 
Ages: 
Guardian: 
Inheritance: 


Guarantors: 
Will: 


Roger, John, Thomas, Avice, children of Robert Spisour. 

10 years; 4 years; 1 year; 2 years. 

Alice, widow of Robert Spisour. 

£8 13s. 4d. sterling in money counted through the mayor and other 
common councillors from the goods of Robert Spisour left in his will 
to his four children, assigned and appointed to be kept safely for their 
use and to be delivered to them at their full age, or earlier if they should 
marry, or to their executors, and if any of them should die, their portion 
was to be divided among the survivors. And if they all died underage 
and before marriage, the money was to remain to Robert’s executors. 
And Alice was to maintain and bring them up well, appropriately and 
competently in all necessities according to their status. 

William Pays and Walter Wyntyr gave surety of £8 13s. 4d. 

Wadley, Wills, no. 133: Robert Spisour burgess. Given 25th September 
1404, proved 5th February 1405. 


John, son of Adam Forster. 


Folio: 
Date: 


Orphan: 
Age: 


Guardian: 
Inheritance: 


Guarantors: 


Will: 


70v. 

Monday after the Feast of St Laurence, 6 Henry IV 

[17th August 1405]. 

John Forster, son of Adam. 

11 years. 

Alice, widow of Adam Forster. 

10 marks sterling (£6 13s. 4d.) in counted money of Adam’s goods 
bequeathed to John, to be kept safely, according to the custom of 
the town, and delivered to him at his full age, or earlier if he should 
marry, or to his executors if he should die before. And Alice was to 
maintain and bring him up well, appropriately and competently in all 
necessities for the said term. 

Thomas Gloucestre and John Pochon, otherwise called Baath, 
[executor], gave surety of 10 marks. 

Wadley, Wills, no. 139: Adam Forster burgess. Given January 18th 
1402, proved June 30th 1403. 


f.70v. Mayor John Barstaple [1405-6]. 


Agnes, daughter of John Palmer. 


Folio: 
Date: 


Orphan: 
Age: 
Guardian: 
Inheritance: 


70Vv. 

Monday after the Feast of Epiphany, 7 Henry IV 

[11th January 1406]. 

Agnes Palmer, daughter of John, tucker. 

4 years. 

John Cuffe of Bristol, who married Edith, widow of John Palmer. 
£20 sterling in money counted through the mayor and other common 
councillors of the town, bequeathed to Agnes in John’s will, assigned 
and appointed to be kept safely for the use of Alice and to be delivered 
to her at her full age, or earlier if she should marry, or to her executors 
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Guarantors: 
Will: 


if she should die. And John Cuffe was to maintain and bring her up 
well, appropriately and competently in all necessities during the said 
term. 

John Stephenes and John Sutton. 

Wadley, Wills, no. 129: John Palmer, tucker and burgess. Given 
January 29th 1403, proved 9th February 1403. 


Alice, daughter of Thomas Carpenter. 


Folio: 


70v-71r [and see f.67r]. 


Thomas and John, sons of John Lemman. 


Folio: 
Date: 


Orphans: 
Ages: 
Guardian: 
Inheritance: 


Guarantors: 
Will: 


Tt [and see f.65v]. 

Friday after the Feast of the Conception of the Blessed Virgin Mary, 7 
Henry IV [11th December 1405]. 

Thomas and John Lemman, sons of John Lemman. 

5 years; 2 years and a half. 

William White [executor of Agnes Lemman, widow of John]. 

£10 6s. 8d. sterling in money counted through the mayor and other 
common councillors from the goods of John Lemman bequeathed to 
Thomas and John in his will, assigned and appointed to be kept safely 
for the use of the boys and to be delivered when they reach their full 
age, or earlier if they should marry, or if either should die underage or 
before marriage, then the money was to remain to the survivor. And 
William White was to maintain and bring them up well, appropriately 
and competently in all necessities during the said term. 

John Caunterbury and John Thorp. 

Wadley, Wills, no. 142: Agnes Lemman, relict of John Lemman [and 
previously widow of Richard Brokworth, see f. 65v]. Given May 18th 
1405, proved July 10th 1405. 


f.71v. Mayor Thomas Blount [1407-8]. 


John, son of Thomas Capiscot. 


Folio: 

Date: 
Orphan: 
Age: 
Guardian: 
Inheritance: 


Guarantors: 
Will: 


T\IVv. 

Twenty-eighth day of January, 9 Henry IV [28th January 1408]. 
John Capiscot, son of Thomas. 

n.g. 

William Capiscot, skinner. 

24s. sterling in money, reckoned by the mayor and common councillors 
of the town from the goods and chattels of Thomas Capiscot which he 
left to his son John, assigned and appointed to be kept safely for the 
use of John and to be delivered at his full age, according to Thomas’s 
last wishes in his will. 

William Pyke, skinner, and Thomas Gode. 

None found. 
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Joan, Alice, Elizabeth, daughters of Richard Panes/Paans. 


Folio: 

Date: 
Orphans: 
Ages: 
Guardian: 
Inheritance: 


Guarantors: 
Will: 


Tlv [and see f.15v for their grandfather’s recognizance]. 
Nineteenth day of February, 9 Henry IV [19th February 1408]. 
Joan, Alice, Elizabeth Panes, daughters of Richard, merchant. 

10 years and a half; 5 years; 2 years. 

Robert Dudbroke, who married Alice, widow of Richard Panes. 

8 score [160] marks in money (£106 13s. 4d.) counted through the 
mayor and common councillors of the town from the goods of Richard 
Panes, bequeathed in his will to Joan, Alice and Elizabeth, assigned 
and appointed to be kept safely for their use and to be delivered to them 
at their full age, or earlier if they should marry, or to their executors if 
they should die before. And if one of them should die, the money was 
to be divided equally between the survivors. And Robert Dudbroke 
was to maintain and bring them up appropriately during the said term. 
Joan or John Droys**' and David Dudbroke. 

Wadley, Wills, no. 153: Richard Paans, merchant. Given December 
17th 1406, proved 7th March 1407. 


Note below: and afterwards came William Westeley, merchant of Bristol, who 
married Joan, daughter of Richard Panes and acknowledged himself fully satisfied 
of 53 marks 4s. 4%4d.*” sterling before John Sely then mayor, Nicholas Excestre then 
sheriff, Walter Colville and Walter Parle then bailiffs, on Monday after the Feast of 
St Bartholomew the Apostle, 12 Henry IV [31st August 1411]. 


Thomas, William, Margaret. Agnes, children of John Canynges/Canynge. 


Folio: 
Date: 


Orphans: 
Ages: 


Guardian: 
Inheritance: 


721 — 73v [4 recognizances, one for each orphan)]. 

Monday after the Feast of St Thomas the Martyr, 9 Henry IV 

[2nd January 1408]. 

Thomas, William, Margaret, Agnes Canynges, children of John, 
merchant. 

10 years and a half; 5 years and a half; 7 years; 3 years. 

Thomas Yonge, who married Joan, widow of John Canynges. 

£72 12s. 6d. sterling in money counted through the mayor and 
common councillors from the goods and chattels bequeathed to each 
child in the will of their father John Canynges, assigned and appointed 
to be kept safely for their use and to be delivered to them at their full 
age. And Thomas Yonge was to maintain them well and appropriately 
in all necessities and have them competently brought up. And Thomas 
Yonge declared in court that he owed each child £72 12s. 6d. and 
would give it to them at their full age if they lived so long, and if 
Thomas Yonge failed, then the mayor at the time was to distrain his 
goods and chattels, lands and tenements, within the county of Bristol, 
under this condition, that if any child should die under age, the said 
sum was to be divided equally between the other children of John 
Canynges, if they should survive him, and thus successively until the 


*! The scribe has written ‘Joan’ but it seems likely that this was a mistake and he intended to write ‘John’. 


See p. 49. 


“2 One third of 160 marks is 53 marks 6s. 8d. It is not clear why 2s. 3% d. has been deducted. 
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last one died, with the exception that if Thomas, William, Margaret 
and Agnes should die underage or before Margaret and Agnes were 
married, then the £72 12s. 6d. of each should remain to Joan, wife 
of John Sutton, daughter of said John Canynges, if she survived all 
the other children, always provided that if Joan, wife of John Sutton, 
should die before reaching her full age, then the money should go to 
John Canynges’s executors or to their executors, according to his will 
and last wishes. 

Guarantors: John Sutton, son of Thomas Sutton [and son-in-law of John Canynges] 
and William Pays, who recognized owing Thomas Yonge the said 
money. 

Will: Wadley, Wills, no. 151: John Canynges, burgess and merchant. Given 
March 30th 1405, proved August 12th 1405. [John Canynges mentions 
his children William, Agnes, Thomas, Joan, Margaret and John, and 
the child about to be born]. 

Wadley, Wills, no. 219: Thomas Yonge, burgess. Given March 14th 
1426 and proved 15th January 1428. 


f.72v. Note below recognizance for William Canynges: on Wednesday before the 
Feast of Pentecost, 5 Henry VI [4th June 1427] William Canynges, at his full age, 
came before Robert Russell, mayor, Nicholas Devenyssh then sheriff, Clement 
Bagot and Hugh Withiford bailiffs, and acknowledged receipt from Joan Yonge, his 
mother, and Thomas Yonge, his brother and executor of the will of Thomas Yonge, 
late burgess and merchant, of £72 12s. 6d. sterling in counted money together with 
all other portions due to said William through the death of John Canynges, his father, 
and of Margaret and Agnes his sisters, according to the will of their father John 
Canynges. 

[This is the William Canynges whose tombs can be seen in St Mary Redcliffe 
church. |] 

f.74r. On 12th September, 3 Henry V [1415], John Sutton, son of Thomas Sutton, 
and his wife Joan, daughter of John Canynges, came before John Droys, mayor, 
Robert Russell sheriff, John Draper and John Milton bailiffs, and acknowledged 
receipt from Thomas Yonge, burgess and merchant, of £18 3s. 14d. as a fourth 
part of £72 12s. 6d. sterling from the goods of Margaret Canynges, deceased, sister 
of Joan through their father John Canynges, by virtue of whose will Joan and her 
husband John Sutton inherited Margaret’s portion. 

f.74r. On 2nd August, 8 Henry V [1420] Thomas Canynges, son of John, at his 
full age, before James Cokkes mayor, David Ruddok sheriff, Henry Gildeney and 
Thomas Fisshe bailiffs, acknowledged receipt from Thomas Yonge, burgess and 
merchant, of £72 12s. 6d. sterling, left to him in the will of his father John. And, also, 
he received £18 3s. 12d. as a quarter of Margaret’s £72 12s. 6d. by virtue of their 
father’s will. And also £30 sterling as a third part of the goods of Agnes Canynges, 
deceased, sister of Thomas. And Thomas acknowledged himself fully paid and 
content. [Thomas Canynges, merchant of London, married Elizabeth Hurdeman on 
3rd November 1428 when he was 31 and she was 18 — see below ff.76r—v]. 

f.74v. On 2nd October, 8 Henry V [1420], Henry Gildeney, burgess, and Joan his 
wife, daughter of John Canynges, came before Thomas Yong, mayor, David Ruddok 
then sheriff, Richard Trenode and John Coton bailiffs, and acknowledged receipt 
by Henry from Thomas Yong of £30 in goods and legal English money [monete 
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angl’] by right of his wife Joan through the death of Agnes Canynges, daughter of 
John Canynges and Joan’s sister, because Agnes died underage and therefore Joan 
inherited a third part of £90 sterling. Henry and Joan acknowledged receipt of this 
£30 and were content. 

See Wadley, Wills, no. 181: John Sutton. Given 24th September 1415 and proved 17th 
March 1417. [Joan’s first husband named her as executor, but there is no mention of 
children. She seems to have predeceased her subsequent husband Henry Gildeney, 
whose will requests masses for both his late wives called Joan. See Wadley, Wills, 
no. 224: Henry Gildeney. Given December 13th 1430 and proved 12th September 
1431.] 


Thomas and Katherine, children of Philip Wynter. 


Folio: 7T3V [2 recognizances, one for each orphan]. 

Date: Tuesday [for Thomas] and Wednesday [for Katherine] after the Feast 
of the Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary, 9 Henry IV 
[21st and 22nd August 1408]. 

Orphans: Thomas and Katherine Wynter, children of Philip. 

Ages: 2 years; 9 years. 

Guardian: Richard Blakemore, who married Constance, widow of Philip Wynter. 

Inheritance: £20 sterling for Thomas and 10 marks sterling (£6 13s. 4d.) for 
Katherine, in money counted through the mayor and councillors 
from the goods bequeathed by Philip to his children, assigned and 
appointed to be kept safely for their use and to be delivered at their full 
age, or earlier if they should marry, or to their executors if they should 
die. And if Thomas should die before reaching his full age, then the 
£20 was to be divided in two parts, according to Philip’s will. And 
Richard Blakemore was to maintain them in all necessities well and 
appropriately and have them competently brought up during this term. 

Guarantors: Thomas Wodeley and Walter Wynter. 

Will: Wadley, Wills, no. 158: Philip Wynter. Given October 8th 1407, 
proved 20th August 1408. [The will states that another son, John, was 
to be in the keeping of Philip’s brother, Sir John Wynter. ] 


f.74r. Mayor John Droys [1409-10]. 


William, son of John Dunster. 


Folio: 7Ar. 

Date: Friday after the Feast of the Translation of St Thomas the Martyr, 8 
Henry IV [8th July 1407]. 

Orphan: William Dunster, son and heir of John. 

Age: 10 years. 


Guardian: Isabel, widow of John Dunster. 

Inheritance: £40 sterling in money counted through the mayor and common 
councillors from the goods and chattels of John Dunster bequeathed to 
William, assigned and appointed to be kept safely for his use and to be 
delivered to him at his full age, or earlier if he should marry, or to his 
executors if he should die before. And Isabel was to maintain William 
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in all necessities well and appropriately and have him competently 
brought up during this term. 

Guarantors: John Sely and Richard Hantisford, burgesses. 

Will: Wadley, Wills, no. 147: John Dunster. Given May 17th 1406, proved 
June 9th 1406. 


f.74r. Mayor John Droys, sheriff Robert Russell, bailiffs John Draper and John 
Milton [1414-5]. 


Joan and Thomas, children of John Canynge. 


Folio: 741-v [see f.72r]. 


f.74v. Mayor John Spine [1421-2]. 
Joan, Thomas, John, Richard, Robert and Henry, children of John Frere. 


Folio: 7T4v-75r, 75v-76r [2 recognizances]. 

[See also LRB J, pp.181-4, for 2 similar recognizances dated 12th 
March 1422 and 10th August 1423]. 

Date: Monday before the Feast of St Gregory the Pope, 9 Henry V 
[9th March 1422] for Joan, Thomas, John and Richard Frere. 

Friday before the Feast of St Laurence the Martyr, 1 Henry VI 
[6th August 1423] for Robert and Henry Frere. 

Orphans: Joan, Thomas, John, Richard, Robert and Henry Frere, children of 
John senior. 

Ages: 15 years; 5 years; 4 years; 2 years; 18 years, 15 years. 

Guardians: John Brook, merchant, who married Joan, widow of John Frere, for 
Joan, Thomas, John and Richard. 

Robert Colvile merchant and Thomas Colyns weaver, executors of 
John Frere’s will, for Robert and Henry. 

Inheritance: £80 and £40 [£20 to each child] in money counted through the mayor 
and common councillors from the goods and chattels of John Frere, 
bequeathed to his children in his will, assigned and appointed to be 
kept safely for their use and to be delivered to them at their full age, 
or earlier if Joan should marry, or to their executors if they should 
die before. And if any should die underage or, in Joan’s case, before 
marriage, their portion was to be divided between all the surviving 
legitimate children of John Frere and his wife Joan and thus step 
by step [de gradu in gradum] until the last of them dies. And if all 
six should die and Joan should die before marriage, then the money 
should remain to John’s executors. And said £80 was to be divided 
equally between the four children, Joan, Thomas, John, Richard, 
and also Joan, John Frere’s wife. And £40 was to be divided equally 
between Robert and Henry. And their guardians were to maintain them 
well and appropriately in all necessities and have them competently 
brought up during this term. 

Guarantors: For Joan, Thomas, John, Richard: John Clyve, merchant. 

For Robert and Henry: Thomas Fisshe, merchant of Bristol. 
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Will: Wadley, Wills, no. 195: John Frere. Given August 20th 1419, proved 
29th January 1420. [9 children in total are mentioned — 6 sons and 3 
daughters. An older son, Walter, with his own family, had presumably 
claimed his portion. Another son, Roger, is mentioned in the will and 
also two daughters, Agnes and Isabel. It is not clear whether these had 
claimed their inheritances or died.] 


f.75r. Note below the recognizance for Joan, Thomas, John and Richard Frere: on 
Wednesday before the Feast of the Nativity of the Blessed Virgin Mary , 4 Henry 
VI [5th September 1425], William Cobynton, citizen and mercer of London, who 
married Joan, daughter of John Frere, came before John Cleve mayor, Robert Colvile 
sheriff, Walter Power and John Sneth bailiffs, and acknowledged receipt from John 
Cleve and John Brook, merchant, of £20 of good and lawful English money, which 
was left to Joan by her father and paid to William Cobynton, and so John Brook and 
John Cleve were quit. 

f.76r. Note below recognizance for Robert and Henry Frere: on Wednesday the day 
before the Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary, 4 Henry VI [14th August 1426], 
Robert Frere came before John Cleve, mayor, Robert Colville then sheriff, Walter 
Power and John Sneth then bailiffs, at his full age and received from John Cleve, 
mayor, £20 of good, lawful and customary English coin, and the mayor and others 
were quit. 

f.76v. Note: on Friday before the Feast of St Andrew the Apostle, 5 Henry VI [29th 
November 1426], before Robert Russell then mayor, Nicholas Devenyssh then 
sheriff, Clement Bagot and Hugh Withiford then bailiffs, Robert Frere, merchant of 
Bristol, son of John Frere, acknowledged receipt from John Cleve and John Broke, 
merchants, of £4 of good English coin resulting from the death of John Frere junior, 
his brother. 

f.76v. Further note: on Friday before the Feast of the Purification of the Blessed 
Virgin Mary in the year aforesaid [lst February 1427] came William Covynton, 
citizen and merchant of London, which certain Robert (sic) married Joan, daughter 
of John Frere, and he acknowledged receipt of £4 of good English coin from John 
Cleve and John Broke, which William had by right of his wife Joan through the 
death of John Freme (sic) her brother.*™ 


Richard, Joan, Joan, Alice, Joan, children of John Robyns. 


Folio: 75r. 
Date: Friday before the Feast of St Laurence the Martyr, 10 Henry V 
[7th August 1422]. 
Orphans: Richard, Joan, Joan, Alice, Joan Robyns, children of John, merchant. 
Ages: 4 years; 17 years; 8 years; 7 years; 3 years. 
Guardian: | Hugh Withyford, burgess and merchant, who married Joan, widow of 
John Robyns. 


Inheritance: £40 in counted money [pecunia] of good and lawful coinage [monete] 
through the mayor and common councillors from the goods and 
chattels of John Robyns bequeathed to his son and daughters, viz: to 


*3 The sum of £4 owed to Robert and Joan Frere through the death of their brother John suggests that 
five heirs survived, each given one fifth of his portion of £20. Whether widow Joan was included as one 
of the beneficiaries is not clear. 
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Guarantor: 
Will: 


each of them £8 in counted money of the said coin [monete], assigned 
and appointed to be kept safely for their use and to be delivered at 
their full age, or earlier, for the girls, if they should marry. And if any 
of them should die before marriage or underage, their portion was to 
be divided amongst the survivors. And if three of them should die 
underage or before marriage, then each of the survivors should receive 
£12 (sic) of coin from the goods and portion of those deceased. And 
Hugh was to maintain them well and appropriately in all necessities 
and have them competently brought up during the said term. 

John Langley, burgess and merchant. 

Wadley, Wills, no. 204: John Robyns. Given May Ist 1420, proved 
June 8th 1420. 


f.75v. Mayor Mark William [1422-3]. 


Agnes junior, daughter of John Hertesbury/Heytesbury. 


Folio: 
Date: 


Orphan: 
Age: 
Guardian: 
Inheritance: 


Guarantors: 
Will: 


T5V. 

Wednesday after the Feast of the Invention of the Holy Cross, 1 Henry 
VI [Sth May 1423]. 

Agnes Hertesbury junior, daughter of John, weaver. 

5 years. 

John Yhevell/Yevyll, merchant and executor. 

£10 in counted money of good English coin [bone monete anglicane] 
and a silver cup [Cratera argenti] of true value 20s. of said coin, from 
the goods and chattels of John Hertesbury bequeathed to Agnes in his 
will, assigned and appointed to be kept safely for her use and to be 
delivered to her at her full age, or earlier if she should marry, and if 
she should die before marriage or her full age, then the goods were to 
be divided and one half to be given to Joan, John’s wife and the other 
part to Agnes, his daughter and the wife of Robert Bayon, weaver. 
And John Yhevell was to maintain Agnes well and appropriately in all 
necessities and have her competently brought up during the said term. 
John Snethe and Robert Mankeswell, merchants of Bristol. 

Wadley, Wills, no. 206: John Heytesbury weaver and burgess. Given 
December 3rd 1422 and proved March 8th 1422. 


Robert and Henry, sons of John Frere. 


Folio: 


7T5v - 76v [see ff.74v -75r]. 


Agnes and Elizabeth, daughters of William and Joan Hurdeman. 


Folio: 
Date: 
Orphans: 
Ages: 
Guardians: 


76r — 77 [2 recognizances, one for each orphan]. 

8th February, | Henry VI [8th February 1423]. 

Agnes and Elizabeth Hurdeman, daughters of William and Joan. 

17 years; 13 years. 

Nicholas Devenyssh, merchant, who married Joan, widow of William 
Hurdeman, for Agnes. 
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Edmund Broun, merchant and executor, for Elizabeth. 

Inheritance: £180 in money counted of good and lawful English coin through 
the mayor and councillors from the goods and chattels of William 
Hurdeman bequeathed to daughters Agnes and Elizabeth, assigned 
and appointed to be kept safely for their use until they reached their 
full age. And if Elizabeth should die underage and before marriage, 
her portion was to remain with her sister Agnes. And if Agnes should 
die before her full age or marriage, her portion was to be divided into 
two equal parts, one of which was to remain with Joan, widow of 
William Hurdeman and the other to go to the executor of William 
Hurdeman, to be distributed in pious uses. And the guardians were to 
maintain them well and appropriately in all necessities and have them 
competently brought up 

Guarantors: For Agnes: John Leicestre and Nicholas Excestre, merchants. 
For Elizabeth: John Borton and John Langley, merchants. 

Will: Wadley, Wills, no. 189: William Hurdeman. Given March 28th 1417, 
proved October 31st 1418. 
TNA PROB 11/3/455: will of Nicholas Devenysch, given 27th June 
27th 1438, proved 20th October 1439. Nicholas left a widow, Joan, 
and a son, Thomas. [This may be the same Nicholas Devenysch who 
had previously been married to Isabel, widow of Robert Graunt, in 
1400. See f.66v.] 


f.77r. Note: on Wednesday the day after the Commemoration of [All] Souls, 7 Henry 
VI [3rd November 1428] Thomas Canynges, citizen and grocer of London, who 
married Elizabeth, daughter of William Hardeman, came before Roger Leveden 
then mayor, Henry Gildeney then sheriff, John Troyt and John Talbot bailiffs, and 
acknowledged receipt from Edmund Broun, one of William’s executors, of £180 of 
good, lawful and current English coin left to Elizabeth in the will of her father. And 
Edmund Broun and John Borton and John Langley were acquitted. [Although not 
clearly stated in the recognizance, this sum suggests that each girl was to receive 
£180)]. 


The following recognizances are not recorded in ROR, but are taken from other 
sources: 


LRB 2. 
Mayor John Leicestre, bailiffs John Sherp and John Hoke. 


Elizabeth, John, Margaret, Thomas, Henry, children of John Guy. 


Folio: 154-155b pp. 193-7. 

Date: Monday after the Feast of the Translation of St Thomas the Martyr, 3 
Henry VI [9th July 1425]. 

Orphans: Elizabeth, John jnr, Margaret, Thomas and Henry Guy, children of 
John, brewer and burgess of Bristol. 

Ages: 13 years; 8 years; 5 years; 3 years; n.g. 

Guardian: — Walter Foxcombe, merchant of Bristol, who married Alice, widow of 
John Guy snr. 
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Inheritance: £15 to each child, total £75, to be paid at their full age or on marriage. 
If any should die, their portion was to be divided equally between 
those remaining. The children were to be brought up appropriately 
according to their status and to be well instructed. 

Guarantors: John Warmystre and Robert Mankeswell, merchants. 

Will: Wadley, Wills, no. 208: John Gy. Given 28th March 1424, proved in St 
James’s 23rd May 1424. 


[We only know of this recognizance because it is referred to in the action of John 
Guy junior of Monday before the Feast of St Valentine, 31 Henry VI, 12th February 
1453, before mayor William Coder, bailiffs Thomas Assh and William Reynes. John 
junior, appearing in person at the Guildhall, complained that his stepfather, Walter 
Foxcombe, had not paid the inheritance he owed to John and his siblings. The mayor 
consulted the book ‘de recognitionibus bonorum orphanorum’ , kept in the common 
chest, where he found the relevant recognizance. The mayor quickly summoned a 
jury of 12 lawful councillors who ascertained that, on the day of the recognizance 
and thereafter, only guarantor John Warmystre had sufficient assets within Bristol 
to cover the inheritance owed to the Guy children. The mayor and bailiffs therefore 
instructed that some of Warmystre’s properties should be seized to compensate the 
children.] 


ERB 1. 
Mayor John Fyscher, John Englyssch and Thomas Markes bailiffs [1433-4]. 


John, Agnes, Margery, Elizabeth, children of John Galyot. 


Folio: 75 p. 185. 

Date: 2nd August, 12 Henry VI [2nd August 1434]. 

Orphans: John, Agnes, Margery and Elizabeth Galyot, children of John, 
merchant. 

Ages: 12 years; 9 years; 4 years; 3 years. 

Guardian: — Richard Wryght of Wells, who married Margaret, widow of John 
Galyot. 


Inheritance: 100 marks (£66 13s. 4d.) of good English money to be divided equally 
between the children, viz. 25 marks to each, and Richard was to find 
all things necessary for them and bring them up competently and well. 

Guarantors: John Sharpe and John Sneth, merchants. 

Will: None found. 


Mayor Hugh Withiford [1438-9]. 


John, Thomas and John, sons of John Norys. 


Folio: 74b p. 184. 
Date: Wednesday after the Feast of St Giles the Abbot, 18 Henry VI 
[2nd September 1439]. 


Orphans: John, Thomas and John Norys, sons of John. 
Ages: 6 years 14 weeks; 2 years 22 weeks; 1 year 15 weeks 2 days. 
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Guardian: William Griffeth, merchant, who married Dionysia, widow of John 
Norys. 

Inheritance: £40, to be delivered to the children at their full age 

Guarantor: Richard Forster, merchant. 

Will: None found. 

Mayor Richard Forster 

Freme, Joan and Elizabeth, daughters of Nicholas. 

Folio: 75b p. 185. 

Date: The eve of St George the Martyr, 25 Henry VI [22nd April 1447]. 

Orphans: Joan and Elizabeth Freme, daughters of Nicholas. 

Ages: 12 years; 9 years. 

Guardian: Nicholas Hille, merchant, who married Alice, widow of Nicholas 
Freme. 

Inheritance: £40, to be divided equally between the children. 

Guarantor: John Sherpe. 

Will: None found. 


Bulleber/Bulbec, John and Agnes 


Folio: 
Date: 


Orphans: 
Ages: 
Guardian: 
Inheritance: 


Guarantor: 
Will: 


ERB 2. 


76 p. 1685. 

Thursday after the Feast of the Invention of the Holy Cross, 25 Henry 
VI [May 4th 1447]. 

John and Agnes Bulbec, children of William, merchant. 

ng. 

Richard Forster jnr. 

10 marks and a silver cup with a cover weighing 31 ounces and 2 
girdles [3ondes] decorated with silver worth £20 sterling, to be 
delivered to John at age 13 or more; £20 to Agnes at age 13 or more, 
as bequeathed by William in his will of 6th May 1446 and handed over 
by his executors John Cole [Coke?] and Agnes his wife. 

Walter Norton. 

None found. 


Mayor William Spencer [1478-9]. 


Margaret, Elizabeth, Alice and Joan, daughters of William Rowley junior. 


Folio: 
Date: 


Orphans: 


Ages: 


155b pp. 197-199. 

Monday, the eve of the Feast of St Michael the Archangel, 19 Edward 
IV [28th September 1479]. 

Margaret, Elizabeth, Alice and Joan Rowley, daughters of William 
junior, merchant. 

6 years 12 weeks; 4 years 47 weeks; 3 years 36 weeks; I year and a 
half. 
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Guardian: 


Inheritance: 


Guarantors: 


Will: 


Margaret Rowley, widow, mother of William Rowley junior, 
grandmother of the children. 

£524 13s. 4d., to be delivered to the girls when they reach maturity, 
and if one of them should die before marriage, her portion was to be 
shared equally amongst the surviving children. And if they all died, the 
money should be spent on the souls of William Rowley junior, the souls 
of the four girls and of their benefactors and all the faithful dead. And 
Margaret Rowley was to bring them up well and appropriately and 
have them properly educated. 

William Wodington, John Esterfield, merchants, and William Rowley 
senior, merchant and uncle of William junior. 

Wadley, Wills, no. 266: Given November 25th 1478 in Bordeaux, 
proved September 15th 1479. [William’s father, Thomas Rowley, was 
appointed executor, and there is no mention in the will of the girls’ 
mother. Notes accompanying the will show that Thomas Rowley died 
before his son’s will was proved and the duty of executor passed to 
Thomas's widow Margaret and to John Esterfield and afterwards to 
the testator’s uncle William. He is probably the William Rowley senior 
whose recognizance follows.] 


Certified before the King in Chancery, 6th April 7 Henry VII (1492) through a writ 
de certiorari sent to the mayor. 


GRB 2. 


Mayor Edmund Westcot [1479-80]. 


John and Thomas, sons of William Rowley senior. 


Folio: 
Date: 
Orphans: 
Ages: 
Guardian: 
Inheritance: 


Guarantors: 


Will: 


162b-163a pp. 159-160. 

Friday, 16th June, 20 Edward IV [Friday, June 16th 1480]. 

John and Thomas Rowley, sons of William senior, merchant. 

16 years; 14 years. 

Joan Rowley, widow of William Rowley senior. 

£200, left to John and Thomas in the will of William, since their brother 
William, who was much older, had already received his portion from 
his mother. And if any should die before reaching their full age, their 
portion was to be divided between the survivors. And Joan was to 
bring them up well and appropriately. 

John Estrefield [executor], Thomas Hexton and John Chestre, 
merchants. 

Wadley, Wills, no. 267: Given November 6th 1479 nuncupatively in 
Dam in Flanders, proved at Knoll, May 3rd 1480. 


GRB 3. The recognizance is preceded by a will. 


John, William, Guy, Thomas, sons of Thomas Cogan. 


Folio: 
Date: 


249 pp. 154-5. 
Friday 18th December, 5 Henry VII [18th December 1489]. 
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Orphans: 
Ages: 
Guardian: 


Inheritance: 


Guarantors: 
Will: 


John, William, Guy and Thomas Cogan, sons of Thomas, merchant. 
16 years 13 days; 15 years 2 weeks; 8 years 9 days; 5 years 2 days. 
Nicholas Broun, merchant, who married Agnes, widow and executor 
of Thomas Cogan. 

£50 sterling and a salt with a silver gilt lid weighing 32/2 Troy ounces, 
a standing cup with a lid partly gilt, a silver cup with a lid called ‘a 
flatte cup’, another salt with a silver lid partly gilt, a cup with a silver 
gilt cover called ‘a Grubbe’ and another cup called ‘a spyce disshe’, 
valued at £25 10s., from the goods bequeathed by Thomas Cogan to 
his children in his will of 29th September 1485, to be given to them at 
age 22. If any child should die, his portion was to be divided equally 
amongst the living children. And Nicholas was to maintain them 
well and appropriately in all necessities and have them competently 
brought up and taught. 

ng. 

GRB 3, p. 154. Will of Thomas Cogan. Given 29th September 1485, 
proved 29th August 1486. [The will mentions another son, James, 
between William and Guy, who does not appear in the recognizance 
and so presumably had died in the interim. Thomas requested that, 
when his widow Agnes remarried, the bequests would be put into sure 
hands.] 

TNA PROB 11/19/19: will of Nicholas Browne, merchant of Bristol, 
given 6th December 1517, proved 2nd January 1518. [Nicholas left a 
widow, Margaret, and money for masses for his previous two wives, 
Joan and Agnes.] 


f.77v. Mayor John Shipward senior, John Hawkvys sheriff [1463-4]. 
Thomas, William, Richard, sons of William Myryfeld. 


Folio: 
Date: 
Orphans: 
Ages: 
Guardians: 


Inheritance: 


T1v -78r. 

10th September, 4 Edward IV [10th September 1464]. 

Thomas, William and Richard Myryfeld, sons of William, mercer. 
Under 14 years. 

Master Nicholas Pyttes, vicar of Reddeclyff church, Bristol, John 
Myryfeld of Exon and Walter Fesse of Bristol, merchant, executors of 
William Myryfeld’s will. 

£42 of lawful money [monete], to be given on reaching the age of 
fourteen [ad lim[in]am etatem quatuordecim], left to Thomas, William 
and Richard in William’s will subscribed in the following words 
[subnotem verborum subsequentum] viz: 1, William Myryfeld of 
Bristol, mercer, wish that my debts should be paid and then I wish that 
the rest of my goods should be divided into three equal parts. Thus my 
wife Joan should have one part, my children the second part and the 
third part remains for funeral and charitable expenses and payment of 
my bequests and for the provision of a chapel in the church where my 
body is buried for commemoration of my soul and the souls of all the 
faithful dead for two years if possible. Item I wish that Joan my wife 
should have all my household [goods] in common pertaining to my 
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house [omnia domicilia mea co[mmun]iter domui’ mee spectantia]. 
Item I wish that if any of my children should die, their portion should 
be divided by my executors among the living children and so on, and 
if they all die before reaching the legal age to make a will, then I wish 
that their portions be dispensed by my executors for my soul and the 
souls of all the faithful dead. This testament was given on 26th June 
1464. And the three executors acknowledged holding 100 marks of 
lawful coin [monete] for Thomas, Richard and William. 

Guarantors: Mathew Shywyn and Robert Daivid of Bristol, merchants, held £42 
for Thomas Myryfeld, William and Richard. 

Will: GRB 3, pp. 108-9. Given 26th June 1464, proved 27th July 1464. 


[The entry above is unusual in including the words of William Myryfeld, as spoken 
in his last will and testament. It seems that William’s three sons were to be given their 
legacies at the age of fourteen, perhaps at the age when they were able to make a will 
legally or on entry into apprenticeship. The following entry also uses the first person.] 


Robert. son of Thomas Asshe. 


Folio: 78v-79r and 80v-8 Ir. 

Date: Thursday before the Feast of St Michael the Archangel, 4 Edward IV 
[27th September 1464]. 

Orphan: Robert Asshe, son of Thomas, merchant. 

Age: n.g. [13 — see below] 

Guardians: William Spencer of Bristol, merchant and John Cogan of Bristol, 
mercer. 


Inheritance: £50 14s. 5d. of lawful coin [monete], to be delivered to him by us at 
his lawful age. And if Robert should die before reaching his lawful 
age, then the money was to be divided into equal parts, one part to 
be given to Joan, widow of Thomas Asshe and now wife of John Jay 
senior, and the other part to be given to us, William Spencer and John 
Cogan, for the souls of Robert Asshe and his son Robert, of his parents 
and of all the faithful dead. 

Guarantors: William Spencer and John Cogan, executors and guardians, give 
surety before us, the mayor and sheriff, of £50 14s. 5d. 

Will: None found.454 


Note below on f.79r. And afterwards, on 23rd February, 6 Edward IV [1467], Robert 
Asshe, son of Thomas Asshe, came before William Canynges, mayor, John Gaywode 
then sheriff, and acknowledged payment in full of £50 14s. 5d. from William Spencer 
and John Cogan and the recognizance was annulled and the cancellation enrolled. 

ff. 80v-81r. A new recognizance was taken for Robert Asshe on 8th April, 7 Edward 
IV [1467] in which his guardians were John Hawkes, John Jay senior and William 
Brydd, merchants of Bristol and also the guarantors of £60 for Robert Asshe, together 
with his mother Joan Jay and John Cogan. Robert was to receive his inheritance 
at the age of 21, and if he should die underage, his guardians were to divide his 
inheritance equally between Joan Jay and John Cogan, Thomas’s heir and executor, 
“4 William Worcestre, writing in 1480, described Robert Assh as ‘my kinsman’ and John Jay as the 


second husband of his sister, Joan. William Worcestre: The Topography of Medieval Bristol, ed. Frances 
Neale (BRS, 51, 2000), p. viii, notes 394, 417, pp. 218-9, 234-5. 
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to be dispensed in pious uses, viz: masses for the poor and other charitable works 
for the souls of Thomas Asshe, Robert Asshe, his parents and all the faithful dead. 
Note on f.81r [in English] 


‘Memorand that the dai and yere Aforesaid Came tofore the said William 
Canynges maior and John Gaywod Shereff Johane the moder of the said 
Robert Asshe and byfore the same maire and Shereff lawefully schewyd and 
preevyd the said Robert Asshe to be atte the Fest of the Natiuitee of Seint 
John Baptist next comyng after the date of the Saruyng Aforeseide of the Age 
of .xvij. yeres and no lasse’. 


Note below on f.81r. Afterwards, on Friday the eve of the [Feast of] Apostles Peter 
and Paul, 11 Edward IV [28th June 1471] Robert Asshe, son of Thomas Asshe, and 
Joan, widow of Thomas Asshe, and John Jay and John Cogan of Bristol, mercer, 
came before Thomas Kempson, mayor, and John Shipward junior, then sheriff, 
and acknowledged receiving full payment of the said £60 from John Hawkes and 
William Brydd, merchants of Bristol, according to the last wishes and intention of 
Thomas Asshe. John Hawkes, John Jay senior and William Brydd were discharged 
by Robert Asshe, Joan and John Cogan, the recognizance was cancelled and before 
the mayor and sheriff this was written and enrolled. 


John, George. Agnes, Joan, Katherine, children of Giles Smythe. 


Folio: 79v-80r. 

Date: Thursday before the Feast of St Michael the Archangel, 4 Edward IV 
[27th September 1464]. 

Orphans: John, George, Agnes, Joan, Katherine Smythe, children of Giles, 


merchant. 
Ages: ng. 
Guardian: Joan, widow of Giles Smythe of Bristol, merchant, and executor of his 


will, in her pure widowhood. 

Inheritance: £100 of lawful coin [monete] left to the children by Giles in his will. 
And Joan acknowledged that it was Giles’s wish that if any of the 
children should die, their portion should be divided by her or her 
executors among the surviving children. And if they died before 
reaching the legitimate age for making a will, then their portions 
should be dispensed for the souls of Giles and his said children and all 
the faithful dead and in other charitable works. 

Guarantors: None given except Joan herself. 

Will: None found. 


Note below: memorandum that this recognizance is cancelled and of no strength 
[vacat & nullius est uigoris] by the aforesaid mayor. It will be accepted on provision 
of greater security on behalf of the aforesaid orphans. [Accipitur prout sequitur 
maiorem sufficientem securitatem pro Orphanis predictis] 

f.80r. A new recognizance was taken for the Smythe children, dated the eve of St 
Michael the Archangel, 4 Edward IV [September 28th 1464], in which the conditions 
were the same, except that the £100 was now guaranteed by Henry Vaghan, Walter 
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Lyncolne and John Cogan of Bristol, merchants, instead of by Joan, the mother of the 


children. [Her son George’s will of 1491 shows that Joan married Henry Vaghan.] 


455 


Robert. son of Thomas Asshe. 


Folio: 


80v-81r [see f.78v]. 


f.81v. Mayor John Shipward, William Brydd sheriff [1469-70]. 


John and Margaret, children of John Nancothan. 


Folio: 
Date: 


Orphans: 
Ages: 
Guardians: 


Inheritance: 


Guarantors: 


Will: 


8l1v - 82r [2 recognizances, one for each orphan]. 

Friday after the Feast of St Laurence the Martyr, 10 Edward IV 

[17th August 1470]. 

John and Margaret Nancothan, children of John, draper. 

ng. 

John Wyne of Bristol, draper and William Clerk, also called William 
Walsshe, of Bristol, clerk, for Margaret, widow of John Nancothan of 
Bristol, draper. 

John: £20 of lawful coin [monete] of England, for the use, advantage, 
usefulness and profit [ad usum, commodum, utilitatem & profitum] of 
John, son of John Nancothan, a silver standing cup half gilt [dimid’ 
deaurat’|, another smaller cup viz: a gilt nut*® [Nucem], a silver 
salt cellar [salsaru’] and six silver spoons with the head of a girl at 
the end of each, also an entire bed, to be kept safe and secure until 
John reached his lawful age, when the money and the goods, were 
immediately to be delivered to him. And if John died underage, his 
inheritance was to be delivered to his executors or the administrators 
of his goods and chattels. 

Margaret: £20 of legal coin of England, a standing cup of silver 
and gilt and her father’s best nut and a second saltcellar of silver of 
the same father and six spoons with the head of a girl at the end of 
each and an agate or porcelain cup [unam murra’], to be kept until 
Margaret married and reached her lawful age, then given to her by 
Margaret her mother. And if she died before marriage and her legal 
age, the £20 and goods and chattels should remain with her executors 
or administrators. 

For John: John Wyne and William Clerk each gave surety of 100 
marks (£66 13s. 4d.) of legal English coin. 

For Margaret: Margaret Nancothan, her mother and guardian. And if 
Margaret was deficient in any way, £40 would be taken from her. 
Wadley, Wills, no. 248: John Nancothan. Given October 14th 1469, 
proved August 6th 1470. 


*®° “Will of George Smith, merchant of Bristol, 1490’, ed. Margaret M. Condon and Evan T. 
Jones (University of Bristol, ROSE, 2011) available at https://research-information.bristol.ac.uk/ 
files/3258829/201 Ismithwill.pdf. [accessed 11/09/19] 

*° A cup made of a coconut shell or in the shape of one. 
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f.82v. From the time of John Hawkys, Mayor, Year 12 FE rd IV, William 
Wodyngton sheriff [1472-1473]. 


John, son of John Byrd, grandson of Joan Forde. 


Folio: 
Date: 
Orphan: 


Age: 
Guardians: 


Inheritance: 


Guarantors: 
Will: 


82v. 

6th August, 12 Edward IV [6th August 1472]. 

John Bryd, son of John Bryd, grandson of Joan Forde, widow of John 
Forde, dyer [pinctoris]. 

ng. 

Master Nicholas Pyttis, vicar of the Blessed Mary of Redclyff, Bristol, 
John Arthur of Bysshoppesworth in County Somerset, gentleman, and 
William Arthur of Bristol, shearman, through the hands of Master 
Walter Hunt and Alice, widow of Henry Chestre, draper, and executors 
of the will of Joan Forde. 

£20 of lawful coin of England and certain goods left to him in the will 
of Joan, his grandmother viz: [in English] 

‘J standyng Cupp of Syluer weyyng xx1j unces; Item J doz Spones 
of Syluer weyyng x1j unces and j quarter; Item, J Notte with a Couer 
standing uppon iij lyons weyyng xiiij unces and di [a half]; Item ij 
masers weyyng xj unces; Item more a greene Bedde with a Testui 
[tester or canopy]; Item a whyte Bedde; Item iij peyre of Schetis; Item 
a Schete & a Bagge; Item a Bede keuerlyte; Item i11j Steyned Clothes; 
Item a litill blewe Bordoure of Bokeram [a border of buckram or fine 
cotton]; Item a Fethirbedde with a Bolstar; Item a Matrasse; Item an 
hangyng Bedd staynyd with iij Courtwyns of Blewe Bokeram; Item a 
peire of Blanketys; Item 11j pelowes’. 

And it was Joan Forde’s will that if John Bryd, son of John Bryd, 
should die before the age of 20 years, £10 of the £20 should remain 
to John Strafford of London, grocer, and £5 to Isabella Kemys, wife 
of William Kemys, mercer, and £5 to the Prior and brothers of the 
Carmelites of Bristol where the bodies of Joan’s parents were buried. 
Guardians gave surety of £40. 

Wadley, Wills, no. 250: Joan Forde. Given February 8th 1463, proved 
November 16th 1464. 


f.83r. From the time of John n, Mavor, 13 Edward IV, John Jay sheriff 


[1473-1474]. 


John and William, sons of John Clerk(e). 


Folio: 
Date: 
Orphans: 
Ages: 
Guardian: 


83r. 

24th May, 13 Edward IV [24th May 1473]. 

John junior and William Clerke, sons of John, mercer. 

n.g. 

John Clerk senior, son of John Clerk, mercer, [and brother of the 
orphans] from the hand of Egidia, widow of John Clerke, mercer, and 
William her son, executors of the will of John Clerk. 
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Inheritance: 


Guarantors: 
Will: 


Six pipes of woad*” of good quality and saleable [sex Pipas gaid 
bone Abil & mercatorie] viz: two pipes of woad of the same six pipes 
of woad for himself [John senior] from the gift and bequest of the 
same John his father and four pipes of woad for John Clerke junior 
and William Clerke his brother. Also by the gift and bequest of John 
Clerke his father, mercer, as written in his will and evident in the 
Book of Wills in the Guildhall, the four pipes of woad were to be 
delivered to John Clerke junior and William his brother, two pipes to 
each, according to the wish and intention of John Clerke mercer, their 
father. And 80 marks (£53 8s. 6d.) divided in two was to be paid to 
John Clerke junior and William Clerk, and if either should die, then 
their share was to be paid to their executors or administrators. 

John Clerk senior, brother of John junior, and William Clerke. 
Wadley, Wills, no. 254: John Clerke, mercer. Given April 3rd 1473, 
proved at Lambeth 13th April 1473. 


f.83v. Mayor William Spenser, Edmund Westcote sheriff [1473-4]. 


William Colwell, son of Agnes Coder, grandson of William Coder. 


Folio: 
Date: 
Orphan: 


Age: 


Guardian: 
Inheritance: 


Guarantors: 


Will: 


83v- 84r. 

18th August, 14 Edward IV [18th August 1474]. 

William Colwell, son of Agnes Coder, grandson of William Coder, 
merchant. 

5 years. 

William Hoton of Bristol, merchant and executor of William Coder. 
100 marks (£66 13s. 4d.) of lawful coin of England and five pipes of 
woad, estimated at 15 measures for each pipe.*® If William should 
die under the age of 21 years, then said 100 marks and 5 pipes to 
be equally divided by the executors of William Coder among his 
descendants [inter progeniem]. And William Hoton was to maintain 
William Coder in all necessities well and appropriately and send him 
to school [ad scolas inueniet] and have him competently brought up 
in all instruction [in omnibus eruditonibus] as was fitting during his 
minority. 

William Wodyngton [executor] and John Howneslowe gave surety of 
200 marks (£133 6s. 8d.). 

Wadley, Wills, no. 256: William Coder, burgess and merchant. Given 
March 14th 1473, proved April 2nd 1474 at Knoll. 

Wadley, Wills, no. 259: William Hoton or Hotton, merchant. Given 
September 3rd 1474, proved September 20th 1475 and previously at 
Lambeth. 


Note below: after this, William Hoton died and his widow and executor of his will, 
Alice, came before the said mayor and sheriff and requested custody of William 
Collewell, together with one hundred marks and five pipes of woad, delivered by 
William Wodyngton to William Hoton, her late husband, and to John Hudesdlowe, 


“7 A pipe: half a tun or 126 gallons. Woad: indigo dye. 
*8 See previous footnote. 
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merchant, security for the recognizance given before the mayor and sheriff. At this 
request from Alice, the mayor and sheriff, having considered these matters, gave 
custody and the hundred marks and five pipes of woad to William Wodyngton. And 
the above recognizance of William Hoton and John Hundeslowe was annulled and 
they were discharged. 

f.84r. A new recognizance for William Colwell was taken on 12th September 1474, 
when he was 5 years old, in which William Wodyngtone of Bristol, merchant, was 
named guardian, the inheritance and conditions were as above and the guarantors 
were William Weston and William Trussley, merchants of Bristol, who gave surety 
of 200 marks. 

This recognizance on f.84r is crossed through with a note below: on Friday 30th 
May, 9 Henry VII [1494] William Colwell came before mayor Henry Vaughan and 
sheriff Philip Ryngstone, aldermen, and acknowledged receipt of 100 marks and 5 
pipes of woad, and was content, and sought that the recognizance should be annulled 
and the guarantors quit. 


John and Joan, children of John Hynd/Hynde, grandchildren of William Hynd. 


Folio: 84v. 

Date: 26th September, 14 Edward IV [26th September 1474]. 

Orphans: John and Joan, grandchildren of William Hynd, whittawer,459 
children of John Hynd [deceased]. 

Ages: Blank years. 

Guardian: John Swayn, whittawer and executor. 

Inheritance: 10 marks (£6 13s. 4d.) of lawful English coin, to be paid to John at age 
18, and 10 marks of lawful English coin to be paid to his sister Joan 
on her marriage, on condition that if either of them should die before 
this time, the survivor should inherit their portion. And if both died 
underage, then the 20 marks were to be distributed by the executors 
of William Hynd, in alms and other charitable gifts, for the health 
of the soul of William Hynd, his parents and benefactors, according 
to his will. And John Swayn was to maintain the children well and 
appropriately in all necessities and send them to school and have them 
brought up competently in all learning as was fitting. And John Swayn 
gave surety of £20. 

Guarantors: Thomas Flaxall of Bristol, merchant, gave surety of £20. 

Will: Wadley, Wills, no. 257: William Hynde burgess and whittawer. Given 
February 27th 1473, proved August 11th 1474. [It is not clear whether 
there is a family connection with the children of Robert Hynde, whose 
recognizance follows.] 


“°° A white tawyer or worker with white leather. 
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GRB 2. 


Mayor John Bagod and William Wykeham sheriff [1476-7]. 
Henry, William, Anne and Joan, children of Robert Hynde. 


Folio: 
Date: 
Orphans: 
Ages: 


Guardian: 


Inheritance: 


Guarantors: 


Will: 


162a-b pp. 155-9 [two recognizances, the first cancelled 
because of insufficient content]. 

Sth November 16 Edward IV [8th November 1476]. 

Henry, William, Anne, Joan Hynde, children of Robert, goldsmith. 
ng. 

John Ravyn of London, goldsmith, who married Eleanor, widow of 
Robert Hynde. 

40 marks (£26 13s.4d.), a third of Robert's goods, to be divided equally 
between the children, and if any should die before reaching their full 
age or before marriage, their portion was to be divided between the 
remaining children. And if all should die, then the money was to be 
given to the executors to be spent on the soul of Robert Hynde and all 
the faithful dead. 

John Chestour, merchant and draper, owed the children and the 
executors, Edward Kyte and John Byrde, £40. 

Wadley, Wills, no. 263. Robert Hynde, goldsmith and burgess. Given 
17th May 1476, proved November 18th 1476. 


The second copy of the recognizance adds the information that Robert Hynde made 
his will on 17th May 1476 and records the love that had existed between Ellen and 
her late husband and his faith in her. 


Folio 85r is blank. The next entry, on f.85v, is dated September 1560, a gap in time 


of 86 years. 


f.85v. Mayor Roger Jones [1559-60]. 


William, Edmund, Henry, Agnes, Katherine, Alice, children of Richard Wyckam / 


Wyeckam. 


Folio: 
Date: 
Orphans: 
Ages: 


Guardian: 


Inheritance: 


Guarantors: 


85v. 

Monday 23rd September, 2 Elizabeth [23rd September 1560)]. 
William, Edmund, Henry, Agnes, Katherine, Alice Wyckam, children 
of Richard, tailor. 

7 years 8 months; 5 years 8 months; 4 years; 17 years 4 months; 8 
years 8 months; 7 years 4 months. 

John Horte, draper, who married Margery Wyckam, widow and sole 
executor of Richard Wyckam, tailor. 

£120 and other goods left to Agnes in Richard’s will here in court 
enrolled and sealed [irrotulat’ sigillat’ ac assignat’]. John Horte was 
to deliver the money and goods as specified in the will and to provide 
victuals, vestments and all necessities to the children. 

William Chester of the county of Bristol, whittawer and Richard 
Younge of the same county, merchant, acknowledge owing £130 to 
the children. 
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Will: 


Wadley, Wills, no. 302: Richard Wyeckam, tailor. Given 19th January 
1558, proved 24th April 1559. [Richard mentioned all six children 
in his will and also the fact that his wife was pregnant. As there is 
no mention of a seventh child in the recognizance, it probably died. 
There is either a mistake in recording the ages of William and Alice 
Wyckam, born within four months of each other, or one of them was 
illegitimate.] 

TNA PROB 11/96/145: will of John Horte, merchant of Bristol, given 
13th April 1600, proved 10th July 1600. [This may be the same John 
Horte who married Margery Wyckam or it could be a son or another 
relative. A bequest is made in the will to Susan, daughter of William 
Wickham, which indicates a family link.] 


[See f.265r for marriage of a John Horte to widow Julian Warren in 1584.] 


f.86r. Mayor William Carr [1560-61]. 


Alice Bolardyne/Bollardyn/Bullardyne, daughter of Anne Bolardyne alias Syll. 


Folio: 
Date: 
Orphan: 
Age: 
Guardian: 


Inheritance: 


Guarantors: 


Will: 


86r. 

Monday (sic) 10th May, 3 Elizabeth*® [10th May 1561]. 

Alice Bolardyne, daughter of Anne Bolardyne alias Syll. 

About 13 years. 

Elizabeth Butler, widow and executor of Robert Butler, merchant, 
executor of William Ballarde, merchant. 

Elizabeth received £40 in her hands which she was to pay Alice on the 
Feast of St Michael the Archangel [September 29th] 1564 if she was 
still alive, and if she should die before then, the £40 was to be given to 
Anne Bollardyn alias Syll. 

Richard Carie junior of the city of Bristol, draper, and Elizabeth Butler 
acknowledged owing Alice and Anne Bollardyn £50 worth of goods 
and chattels etc. 

Wadley, Wills, no. 303: William Ballarde. Given 12th April 1554, 
proved 24th April 1554. [Alice and her widowed mother were left 
bequests but there is no indication of the nature of their relationship 
with William] 


Note below: the said recognizance was cancelled because Thomas Merycke married 
Alice Bullardyne and claimed Alice’s inheritance from Elizabeth Butler and Richard 
Careye junior on 24th July, 10 Elizabeth [1568], before William Pepwall, mayor, and 
David Harrys, alderman. 


John, Christiana, Juliana, Joan, Alice, Joan, Mary, children of Robert Grigge / Grigg. 


Folio: 
Date: 
Orphans: 


86v. 

Monday 21st July, 3 Elizabeth [21st July 1561]. 

John, Christiana, Juliana, Joan, Alice, Joan, Mary Grigge, children of 
Robert, wiredrawer. 


“60 10th May fell on a Sunday in 1561. 
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Ages: 9 years; 17 years; 12 years; 10 years; 8 years; 7 years; 5 years. 

Guardian: Nicholas Blake, merchant, who married Alice Grigg, widow and sole 
executor of Robert Grigge. 

Inheritance: £140, to be paid according to Robert’s will, and Nicholas was to 
provide food, clothes and all necessities. 

Guarantors: William Byrde draper and Benedict Hassale, shearman, gave surety of 


£140. 

Will: Wadley, Wills, no. 305: Robert Grygge, wiredrawer. Given May 
15th 1559, proved July 5th 1559. Robert left £20 to each of his eight 
children. 


Jane Thorne, daughter of Andrew. 


Folio: 87r; 106v. 

Date: Monday 21st July, 3 Elizabeth [21st July 1561]. 
Orphan: Jane Thorne, daughter of Andrew, draper. 

Age: over 9 years. 


Guardian: = William Byrde, draper, who married Agnes, Jane’s mother. 

Inheritance: £54, received by William Byrde from John Haggall of Wells, 
gentleman, and from Maurice Flewellyn of Wells, gentleman, and 
from Morgann Gitto of Wells, vintner, who all owed this sum to 
Jane, which they paid on the Feast of St Michael the Archangel. And 
William Byrde promised to pay Jane at age 18 or on her wedding day, 
and meanwhile to provide for her and bring her up and instruct her 
well and appropriately. And if William’s wife Agnes should die before 
Jane, then William was to pay the £54 to the chamberlain within 6 


months. 

Guarantors: Edward Porter, draper, and John Biggs, merchant, each gave surety of 
100 marks. 

Will: None has been found for Andrew Thorne. 


TNA PROB 11/91/56: will of William Byrde, gentleman, given 12th 
January 1597, proved 28th January 1598. [This could be the same man 
or his son or a relative. He left a pregnant widow, Mary, and three sons 
and a daughter. ] 


On f.106v another recognizance appears for Jane Thorne, daughter of Andrew, 
draper. It is dated Monday 19th June, 1 Elizabeth [1559] when Jane was above 7 
years old. Her guardian was named as William Birde, as in the recognizance above, 
and her inheritance was £25 in counted money [in pecunijs numeratis] of Jane’s 
goods and money, part of the £50 which William Birde and Agnes his wife and Jane 
recuperated and received from John Lacie, merchant, Walter Pikes and John Cary, 
drapers, by virtue of the three written obligations made to Agnes and Jane Thorne 
for debts to them. And William Birde was to deliver £25 to Jane at her full age of 
18 years, or earlier if she should marry. And at his own costs and expense William 
was to bring Jane up and have her educated well and sufficiently and provide food, 
clothing and all other necessities as was fitting. The guarantors were Robert James 
and Nicholas Blake, drapers, who acknowledged owing Jane £30 of good and lawful 
coin of England. 
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f.87v. Mayor John Pykes. 
Robert and Elizabeth and Margery, children of Robert Willyams / Williams. 


Folio: 87V. 

Date: Monday 28th September, 4 Elizabeth [28th September 1562]. 
Orphans: Robert and Elizabeth Willyams, children of Robert, shoemaker. 
Ages: 9 years; 7 years and more. 


Guardian: Richard Ryse, shoemaker, who married Margaret, widow and sole 
executor of Robert Williams, shoemaker. 

Inheritance: £10, which Richard would deliver to them according to Robert’s will. 

Guarantors: Richard Bonde, tailor, and Roger Haynes, shoemaker, gave surety of 
£10. 

Will: None found for Robert Williams or Richard Ryse. 


ff.133v-134r. A new recognizance was taken on 25th April 1575, this time for 
Elizabeth and Margery Williams, with no ages given. The guardian was still 
stepfather Richard Rice, the inheritance was the same, but one of the guarantors, 
Richard Bonde, was replaced by William Browne, skinner, who, with Roger Haynis, 
gave surety of £12. 


f.88r. Mayor John Northall [1565-6]. 
Bartholomew, John, Richard, Thomas, Prudence, children of Thomas Hill. 


Folio: 88r. 

Date: Monday 25th February, 8 Elizabeth [25th February 1566]. 

Orphans: Bartholomew, John, Richard, Thomas, Prudence Hill, children of 
Thomas, skinner. 


Ages: 7 years on the Feast of St Bartholomew last [24th August]; 6 years 6 
months; 2 years 6 months; 6 months; 4 years. 

Guardian: William Prewet, draper, who married Joan, widow and sole executor 
of Thomas Hill. 


Inheritance: £100, viz: £20 to each child, to be paid at age 21, or earlier to Prudence 
if she should marry. And William Prewett was to provide for them 
and find food, clothes and all necessities. And if any should die, their 
portion was to be divided between the survivors. 

Guarantors: John Prewet, tanner, William Birde and Edward Porter, drapers, gave 
surety of 200 marks (£133 6s. 8d.) to the Hill children. 

Will: Wadley, Wills, no. 310: Thomas Hill, skinner. Given March 20th 1564, 
proved August 20th 1565, London. 

Wadley, Wills, no. 446: William Prewett, draper. Given April 2nd 
1594, proved at London June 14th 1594. [William made bequests to 
Bartholomew Hill and to Prudence Pitcher, his daughter-in-law, both 
of whom were probably his stepchildren. He left a widow called Joan 
and there is no evidence that they had surviving children of their own.] 


f.263v. A new recognizance was taken for Thomas and Richard Hill on 3rd 
December, 26 Elizabeth [1583], in which William Prewett was to pay £25 to each 
son, as specified in their father’s will, and if either should die, his portion was to go 
to the survivor or to the persons named in the will. [This indicates that one of the 
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five children had died since 1566, as the inheritance to each had increased.] William 
Prewett was to provide meat, drink, lodging and apparel according to their degree 
and calling and see them well educated and instructed. The guarantors were Thomas 
Pitt, merchant, and Thomas Pitcher, draper, owing Nicholas Thorne £100. They were 
to be replaced within one month if they should die, decay or withdraw from the city. 


f.88v. Mayor William Pepwell [1567-8] and in the presence of John White, 
merchant, called the Father of Orphans. 


Ralph, Elizabeth, Elizabeth junior, Alice, Joan, Charity, children of Edmund Rogers. 


Folio: 88v. 

Date: Monday 24th November, 10 Elizabeth [24th November 1567]. 

Orphans: Ralph, Elizabeth, Elizabeth junior, Alice, Joan, Charity Rogers, 
children of Edmund, innholder. 

Ages: 13 years; 12 years; 7 years; 6 years; 3 years; 2 and a half years. 

Guardian: Eleanor, widow and sole executor of Edmund Rogers, innholder. 

Inheritance: £6 to Ralph and £10 to each of the girls, to be paid to each on their day 
of marriage. And Eleanor was to bring them up well and honestly and 
find them food and clothes and all necessities, as was fitting. 

Guarantors: Thomas Conningham, dyer, and John Palmer, baker [overseers of 
Edmund’s will], to be replaced as often as necessary if they should die 
or become destitute [ad inopiam devenit] or leave Bristol. 

Will: Wadley, Wills, no. 315: Edmond Rogers, innholder. Given January 21st 

1566, proved September 11th 1567. [The will suggests that the eldest 
son, Thomas, had married and received £6 before this recognizance 
was made]. 
TNA PROB 11/103/334: will of Richard Maye, gentleman of Bristol, 
given 28th April 1603, proved 17th March 1604. [This man could be 
the same stepfather of the Rogers orphans since he refers to his wife as 
Ellen, although there is no reference to the Rogers children. His estate 
was left to his daughter, Joan Walton, wife of William, and his three 
granddaughters, Alice, Mary and May.] 


f.88v. Recognizance for the Rogers children is crossed through. Note in margin: 
cancelled because the six children received their portions at the hand of Richard 
Maye, who married Eleanor, witness Thomas Aldworth, mayor, 12th March, 25 
Elizabeth 1582 (sic).“*' 

Further note in margin: Memo 4th October, 27 Elizabeth [1585], Robert Methelin of 
London, leatherseller, married Jane [?Joan] Rogers and declared himself satisfied of 
£10 through the hand of Richard Maye, innholder, therefore this recognizance was 
discharged through me [and signed] Hier[onymus] Ham.“ 


“6! Regnal year 25 Elizabeth was from November 1582 to November 1583 and Aldworth’s mayoralty was 
from September 1582 to September 1583, which would place March 12th in 1583. 
‘© This is the first occasion in ROR when the signature of Hieronymus Ham, clerk, occurs (see p. 6). 
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Robert and Thomas, sons of Michael Colston/Colstonne. 


Folio: 
Date: 
Orphans: 
Ages: 


Guardian: 


Inheritance: 


Guarantors: 


Will: 


89r. 

Monday 23rd February, 10 Elizabeth [23rd February 1568]. 
Robert and Thomas Colston, sons of Michael, draper 

7 years at the Feast of the Nativity of St John the Baptist last [24th 
June]; 5 years at the Feast of Pentecost last [18th May]. 

John Wilcoxe of Stanley, Wilts, clothier, who, through God’s favour 
[deo fauend’], married Edith, widow of Michael Colston. 

£17 15s. 4d., viz: £8 7s. 8d. to each boy at age 21, and if one of them 
should depart from this light [ab hoc luce decedere], his portion was to 
remain to the surviving son. John Wilcokes was to educate them well 
and honestly and find food, clothes and all other necessities, as was 
fitting. 

Thomas Aldworthe, merchant, and Walter Davys, glover [and overseer 
of Michael’s will], owed £20. And if any guarantor should die, decay 
or withdraw from the city, they were to be replaced within 3 months. 
Wadley, Wills, no. 316: Michael Colstonne, draper. Given August 26th 
1565, proved January 8th 1565 (sic). [Michael also mentioned two 
daughters in his will, one of whom was by his former wife.] 


ff.89v-99r are blank. 


f.99v. Mayor Henry Vaughan [1493-4]. 
Thomas jnr, Matilda, Joan, Margaret, Ann, Elizabeth, children of Thomas Baker 


alias Spycer. 


Folio: 
Date: 


Orphans: 


Ages: 


Guardian: 


Inheritance: 


99v — 102v [6 recognizances, one for each orphan]. 

Monday (sic) 3rd November, 9 Henry VII [3rd November 
1493].4% 

Thomas junior, Matilda, Joan, Margaret, Ann, Elizabeth Baker, 
children of Thomas, grocer. 

Thomas: born 7th September 1489 [ie 4 years 2 months]. Matilda: 
born on day of Conversion of St Paul the Apostle, 1491 [January 25th] 
[2 years 10 months]. Joan: Born on day of Conversion of St Paul 1486 
[25th January] [7 years 10 months]. Margaret: Born on 14th July 
1479 [14 years 4 months]. Ann: born on 2nd October 1490 [3 years | 
month]. Elizabeth: born on March 26th 1488 [5 years 7 months].“~* 
Lady [domina] Matilda Baker, widow of Thomas Baker, grocer, 
executor of his will [and stepmother of Joan, Margaret and their elder 
sister Alice, mentioned below]. 

100 marks (£66 13s. 4d.) of lawful English coin with 50 ounces Troy 
weight in silver cups, bowls, saltcellars and spoons [in Ciphis Crateris 
Salsarijs & Cocliaribus argenteis| left to each child by their father in 
his will enrolled in the court, to be delivered to Thomas at age 24 years 


“8 Tn 1493, 3rd November fell on a Sunday. 
“+ There appears to be a mistake in recording the ages of Matilda and Ann Baker since only three months 
separates their birthdays. 
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and to the girls at age 16. Meanwhile, at her own cost, Matilda was to 
have them well and sufficiently instructed and brought up and would 
provide food, clothing and all other things necessary, as was fitting. 
And if they should die before the age of 24 or16, or marry without the 
agreement, advice and counsel of the mayor and aldermen, or refuse 
to be cared for, governed, trained, brought up and married by the said 
Dame Matilda, then she should pay and dispose of the 100 marks 
and 50 ounces of silver as laid down in the will. And Dame Matilda 
acknowledged in court that she owed £76 13s. 4d. sterling to Thomas 
Tyler, Master of the house of St Mark the Evangelist of Billeswyke ,“~ 
and the brothers of the same place, for each of the children, from her 
lands and chattels within the town and its liberty, into whoever’s hands 
they might fall, for the benefit [ad opus] of the children, to be levied 
by the mayor or his successors or his ministers if Lady Dame Matilda 
was in any way deficient. 

Guarantors: For Thomas and Matilda: John Walssh of Bristol, merchant, and 
Thomas Wodyngton of the same, notary, gave surety of 100 marks. 
For Joan and Margaret: Philip Ryngstone and John Vaughan of Bristol, 
merchants. 

For Ann and Elizabeth: John Stephens and John Walssh of Bristol, 
merchants. 

And if the guarantors should die or fall short or in any way become 
incapable or insufficient or absent themselves and their goods and 
chattels, then Dame Matilda had to replace them within one month. 
Matilda guaranteed the £76 13s. 4d. which she owed to Master 
Thomas Tyler and to each of the children. 

Will: Wadley, Wills, no. 276: Thomas Baker grocer. Given February 14th 
1492, proved April 17th 1493.466 
TNA PROB 11/7/235: will of John Hutton, merchant of Bristol and 
Maud Baker’s first husband, given 30th September 1485, proved 25th 
October 1485. 


Recognizance for Thomas Baker junior on f.99v is crossed through. Note below: this 
recognizance was cancelled and the guarantors discharged because other guarantors 
were appointed by mayor Nicholas Broun and William Grevyle, Recorder, by virtue 
of a writ of dedimus potestatem of the lord king sent to them and returned into his 
Chancery. And in the records [filacijs] of the same Chancery for the year 14 of the 
lord king [1498-9] reside other guarantors in manner and form as appears more fully 
in that recognizance. 

Recognizance for Matilda Baker on f.100r is crossed through. Note below: Henry, 
thanks be to God King of England and France and lord of Scotland, greetings to the 
mayor, wishing to be informed [certiorari] about certain matters above concerning 
the said recognizances taken before Henry Vaughan, former mayor of the said town, 
on behalf of John Walsshe of Bristol, merchant, and Thomas Wodyngton of Bristol, 
notary, who acknowledged themselves to be guarantors and sureties and each of 
them acknowledged for himself to be a guarantor and surety for Matilda Baker 


“5 Also known as the Gaunts, now known as the Lord Mayor’s Chapel. 
“66 See also ASR 3, pp. 30-39, for wills of Thomas Baker senior, Lady Dame Maud Spicer alias Baker, 
1504, and Thomas Baker junior, 1510. 
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widow of two hundred marks. Thus the mayor of the town at the time on behalf of 
himself or his ministers would take the said sum of two hundred marks from the 
goods and chattels, lands and tenements of the same John and Thomas, or either of 
them, into whomsoever’s hands they should come, if the said Matilda failed to fulfil 
certain conditions specified in the said recognizance according to the meaning of the 
charter given to the burgesses of the said town for the help and protection of orphans 
of the same town. We command you that said recognizances, with all things touching 
them, be sent under your seal to us into our Chancery, wherever that may then be, 
on the eve of the Purification of the Blessed Mary on the fifteenth day after Easter 
[quindena Pasche] next in future. And this under penalty of two hundred pounds in 
no wise to be avoided. And this writ is issued on behalf of me myself at Westminster 
the 24th day of January the first day of March in the year of K.H fourteen [1499] 
Warham.*” 

The contents [tenores] of the two recognizances specified within [intius], with all 
things touching them, are seen through two documents sewn [consutas] to the writ. 


Response of Philip Ringstone, mayor [see f.101r below]. 

Recognizance for Joan Baker on f.100v is crossed through. Note below: this 
recognizance is cancelled and the guarantors are discharged because certain other 
guarantors in another recognizance taken through Nicholas Broun, mayor, and 
William Grevyle, recorder, by virtue of a writ of lord King Henry of dedimus 
potestatem directed to them and returned to the Chancery of the same lord king and 
kept in the records of the same Chancery from year fourteen of the same king [1499], 
including other guarantors, as appears more fully in manner and form in the same 
recognizance. 

Recognizance for Margaret Baker on f.101r is crossed through. Note below from 
Warham is identical to that on f.100r for Matilda Baker, beginning “Henry, thanks 
be to God, King of England and France ...’ except that Philip Ryngstone and John 
Vaughan are the named guarantors. The response of Philip Ryngstone, mayor, is 
given below, identical to the note below the recognizance for Joan Baker on f.100v. 


Note on f.102v. Afterwards, on the 13th December in the aforesaid year [1499], in 
the Guildhall in court held before Henry Vaughan, mayor, it was proved, through 
investigation undertaken in the presence of the same mayor, that Margaret Baker, 
one of the daughters of Thomas Baker, had died on 23rd November last past 
[1498]. And Lady Matilda Baker, widow of Thomas Baker, Philip Ryngstone and 
John Vaughan of Bristol, merchants, then and there in person paid and delivered 
to Thomas Wodyngton and Alice his wife, also present there, £11 2s. 24d. and 8 
ounces and a sixth part of 2 ounces of silver, of the 100 marks and 50 ounces of silver 
which had been left to Margaret in the will of the said testator, following the form 
and meaning of the will. And Thomas and Alice then and there declared themselves 
satisfied of the money and silver. [This is the same Thomas Wodyngton mentioned 
in a memo appended to the will of Thomas Baker senior. He was a relative of Maud 
Baker. Alice, his wife and daughter of Thomas Baker by an earlier marriage, was a 
novice at Shaftesbury Abbey when her stepmother, Maud, made her will in 1504, 
suggesting that by then Alice’s husband had died].**8 


“67 Underlined text has been struck through. 
“68 See ASR 3, pp 30-39 for Baker family wills. 
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Recognizance for Ann Baker on f.101v is crossed through. Note below: as for Joan 
Baker on f.100v 

Recognizance for Elizabeth Baker on f.102r is crossed through. Note below from 
Warham is identical to that on Folio 100r for Matilda Baker beginning ‘Henry, 
thanks be to God, King of England and France ...’ except that the named guarantors 
were John Walsshe and John Stephens. 


f.103r. Mayor John Hutton. 
Alice, daughter of Richard Knyght. 


Folio: 103r. 

Date: Wednesday 13th September, 17 Henry VII [13th September 
1525]. 

Orphan: Alice Knyght, daughter of Richard Knyght. 

Age: n.g. 

Guardian: John Bateman, gentleman, burgess of Bristol. 


Inheritance: £10 sterling, to be paid to Alice according to Richard’s will. There was 
no mention of the care or upbringing of Alice in the recognizance. 

Guarantors: John Hoper, vintner, and William Eroth, brewer, to be replaced within 
one month if they should fall short or die [decedere uel obire] or leave 
Bristol, or were in any way unable to pay. 

Will: TNA PROB 11/20/335 Will of Richard Knyght, burgess, of St 
Nicholas, Bristol, given 4th March 1522, proved 3rd June 1522 (in 
English). [Richard bequeathed various household items to Alice, 
including a feather bed, sheets, silver vessels and spoons and her late 
mother’s girdle with a silver pendant and buckle. Richard’s executor 
was his present wife Joan, but he made provision that, in case of any 
disagreement between Joan and Alice, the latter should be placed with 
Thomas Pase to be educated. ] 


Recognizance for Alice Knyght on f.103r is crossed through. Note below: on Friday 
18th August, 23 Henry VII [1531], Roger Walker, tailor and burgess of Bristol, who 
married Alice, daughter of Richard Knyght, capper, came before Thomas White, 
mayor, and other councillors, in the court held in the Guildhall, and acknowledged 
receipt from John Bateman, gentleman and burgess, of £10 sterling which Richard 
Knyght had left Alice in his will. And he sought that the recognizance be annulled. 


f.103v. Mayor John Hawkes. 


Alice, Thomas, Henry, children of Thomas Beell. 


Folio: 103v. 

Date: Monday 9th September, 9 Henry VII [9th September 1493]. 

Orphans: Alice, Thomas, Henry Beell, children of Thomas. 

Ages: 11 years, 6 months, 3 days; 9 years, 13 weeks and 6 days; 26 weeks 
and | day. 


Guardian: Katherine Beell, widow of Thomas Beell and executor of his will. 
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Inheritance: 


Guarantors: 


Will: 


100 marks (£66 13s. 4d.), to be paid by Katherine according to 
Thomas’s will. And Katherine, at her own expense, was to bring up 
and educate the children and provide food, clothing and all other 
necessities, as was fitting. And none of them should be apprenticed, 
marry or go away [elongari] without permission of the mayor and 
aldermen. Katherine acknowledged owing to Master Sir Thomas 
Tyler of St Mark the Evangelist of Billeswyke, Bristol, and the 
brothers of the same place*”, and also to Alice, Thomas and Henry 
Beell, 100 marks sterling, which Katherine conceded from her lands 
and tenements within Bristol. 

John Whyte, pewterer, and John Roberts, merchant, who were to 
be replaced within one month if they should die or decay or absent 
themselves from the city. 

Wadley, Wills, no. 278: Thomas Beell, burgess. Given July 30th 1493, 
proved August 6th 1493 at Lambeth. [Thomas left 20 marks to each 
of his five children, suggesting that two of them, John and Ellen, may 
have died before the recognizance was made.] 


Note below: because John Robert died, John Morys, gentleman and burgess of the 
town, who married Katherine Beell, was made a guarantor for 100 marks in place of 
John Robert. On 27th August, 10 Henry VII [1494], before Henry Vaughan, mayor, 
John Morys acknowledged owing 100 marks to the master and brothers and the three 
children, under the conditions written above. 


f.104r. Mayor Nicholas Thorne, John Gurney and Roger Jones bailiffs, also 
sheriffs, of the town or city [1544-5]. 


Edward, Mary and Susan, children of Henry Whyte. 


Folio: 
Date: 


Orphans: 
Ages: 
Guardian: 


Inheritance: 


104r. 

On Monday the Feast of St Wulfstan the Bishop, 36 Henry VIII 

[19th January 1545]. 

Edward, Mary and Susan Whyte, children of Henry, grocer.*” 

3 years on last Feast of St Michael the Archangel [29th September]; 
5 years at next Feast of St George the Martyr [23rd April]; 2 years at 
next Feast of St James the Apostle [25th July]. 

John Whyte, gentleman, son and heir of Henry Whyte and brother of 
orphans Edward, Mary and Susan and sole executor. 

100 marks sterling (£66 13s. 4d.), to be paid when John (sic) was 
21 years and Mary and Susan were 18 years old. And if they should 
marry through the advice of John Whyte and the mayor at the time, 
then John was to give Mary, at her full age, a cup encircled with silver 
gilt called a maser worth 20s. and a girdle decorated [armat’] with 
silver called a ‘harnessed Girdell’ worth 5s., and John was to give 
Susanna, at her full age, the same. And if any of the children should 
die before reaching maturity, John and his executors were discharged 


4 See footnote 463. 
“ Possibly the mayor Henry Whyte [1542-3] who died two weeks before the end of his term (Latimer, 
“Civic Officers’, p.136). 
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Guarantors: 
Will: 


and acquitted from paying the sums or delivering the cups and belts. 
And John promised to provide victuals and vestments and all other 
necessities well and sufficiently and to maintain and bring them up 
well and appropriately and have them competently educated at his 
own cost. 

n.g. 

None found. A will exists for a Henry White, haberdasher of Bristol, 
[TNA PROB 11/29/450: given 20th April 1534, proved 8th October 
1543], but he is almost certainly a different man as he left two sons, 
William and John, and daughters Joan, Joan and Sybil. 

Wadley, Wills, no. 319: John Whyte, merchant. Given November 
26th 1569, proved May Ist 1570 at London. [This might be the same 
John Whyte as the guardian in this recognizance, although there is no 
mention of siblings in his will]. 


Edward and William, sons of William Adnett. 


Folio: 
Date: 


Orphans: 
Ages: 
Guardian: 
Inheritance: 


Guarantors: 
Will: 


104r. 

On Monday the Feast of St Nichodemes, 37 Henry VIII 

[1st June 1545]. 

Edward and William Adnett, sons of William Adnett. 

16 years; 12 years. 

John Adnett, son and executor of William Adnett and brother of 
Edward and William. 

£13 6s. 8d. sterling, 10 marks to each at age 21, and if either died, the 
money was to go to John Adnett or his executors. There is no mention 
of care or education of the orphans. 

n.g. 

None found. 


John, Walter, Ann, Margery, Joan, children of Walter Parsons. 


Folio: 
Date: 


Orphans: 
Ages: 


Guardian: 


Inheritance: 


Guarantors: 
Will: 


104v. 

Monday the Feast of St Margaret the Virgin, 37 Henry VHI 

[20th July 1545]. 

John, Walter, Ann, Margery, Joan Parsons, children of Walter. 

10 years; 8 years; 9 years; 7 years; | year. 

Robert Grene, butcher, who married Agnes, widow of Walter Parsons, 
butcher. 

£20 sterling in goods divided between the children equally, to be given 
to the boys at age 21 and to the girls at age 18. If, meanwhile, any of 
them should marry... (sic). And Robert Grene was to maintain them 
well and appropriately in all necessities and have them well brought 
up. And if any of them should die before their full age or marriage, 
their portion was to be divided equally among the survivors. 

Walter Grene and John Sessell, butchers and burgesses of Bristol. 
None found. 
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Katherine, daughter of Thomas Harte. 


Folio: 
Date: 


Orphan: 
Age: 
Guardian: 
Inheritance: 


Guarantors: 
Will: 


104v-105r. 

Monday the last day of August, 37 Henry VIII [31st August 
1545]. 

Katherine Harte, daughter of Thomas, merchant. 

11 years. 

William Jaye, merchant, who married Alice, widow of Thomas Harte. 
£150 sterling of the goods of Thomas Harte, to be given to Katherine 
at her full age, or if she should die first, then to be delivered according 
to her father’s will. 

ng. 

Wadley, Wills, no. 290: Thomas Harte merchant. Given March 29th 
1541, proved May 27th 1541 at London. 


William, Elizabeth, Thomas, Joan, Richard, children of Thomas Yong. 


Folio: 
Date: 


Orphans: 


Ages: 
Guardian: 


Inheritance: 


Guarantors: 
Will: 


105r-v. 

On Monday the Feast of St Laurence, 37 Henry VHI [10th August 
1545]. 

William, Elizabeth, Thomas, Joan, Richard Yong, children of Thomas, 
grocer. 

n.g. 

John Northall, pewterer, who married Alice, widow and executor of 
Thomas Yong, grocer and burgess of Bristol — recognition of debt. 
£41 to be paid as follows: £5 to William Yong on the Feast of St 
Michael the Archangel 1546, and £4 to Elizabeth Yong and £4 to 
Thomas junior. And on the Feast of St Michael the Archangel 1547, £7 
to Joan Yong, and in 1548 £7 to said Joan, and on same day in 1549, 
£14 to Richard Yong. 

ng. 

No evidence for Thomas Yong in Wadley, Wills, but see ASR 3, Will 
36, Thomas Yong, grocer, pp.60—62. Given Ist April 1533, proved 
17th July 1533. [Although this will was made 12 years before the 
recognizance was taken, it is possibly the same family. Thomas Yong 
left a widow, Alice, and seven children, Margaret and John in addition 
to the five named in the recognizance above. He left £13 6s. 8d. to 
each child, a total of £93 6s. 8d., to be paid to the girls at age 20 and 
to the boys at age 22.] 

Wadley, Wills, no. 332. John Northall, pewterer, given 16th February 
1572, nuncupative codicil July 29th 1574, proved 5th June 1575. [This 
could be the same John Northall, the stepfather, or his son. His wife 
was named as Elizabeth, and Thomas Younge, grocer, was appointed 
overseer. | 


Note on f.105v. 6th November 1546, John Northall, pewterer, before William Cary, 
mayor, Thomas Pacy and William Shipman, aldermen, paid £13 sterling, which sum 
had been owed to the sons of Thomas Yong, grocer, on the Feast of St Michael the 
Archangel last, viz: £5 to William Yong; to Ralph Ogave of the City of Gloucester , 
capper, who married Elizabeth £4; and to Thomas Yong £4. 
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Further note on f.105v. On 22nd January 1547 John Northall came before John 
Smythe, mayor,*” and paid Joan Yong £7 of lawful English coin which he owed on 
the Feast of St Michael last in 1547, which is part of the sum of £13. And he was quit. 
Further note on f.105v. 27th October 1548, before William Pike, mayor, John 
Northall paid Joan Yong £7 of lawful English coin, which he owed her, as is clear 
in the above recognizance, on the Feast of St Michael last, 1548. And John Northall 
was quit. 

Further note on f.105v. On 6th November 1549 John Northall came before William 
Jaye, mayor, and Edward Pryn, sheriff, and paid Richard Yong, son of Thomas Yong, 
£14 of lawful coin which he owed him on the Feast of St Michael last. And so John 
Northall was discharged in perpetuity. 


f.105r. Mayor Robert Adams, William Carr and Richard Davys sheriff and 
bailiff [1545-6]. 


Thomas, son of Robert and Margaret Pendygrace. 


Folio: 105r. 

Date: Wednesday the day after [the Feast of] St Peter the Apostle, 38 Henry 
Vul 
[30th June 1546]. 

Orphan: Thomas Pendygrace, son of Robert, barber, and Margaret. 

Age: ng. 

Guardian: Thomas Colman, barber, who married Margaret, widow and executor 


of Robert Pendygrace, barber, recognition of debt. 

Inheritance: £20 sterling beyond [ultra] £10 which Thomas Pendygrace received 
into his hands, of which Thomas Colman was discharged. The £20 
was to be delivered to Thomas Pendygrace at his full age. 

Guarantors: William Cowper and Henry Leke, tailors, gave surety of £20. 

Will: None found. 


f.105v. Mayor John Smythe, Giles White and John Cutt sheriff and baillif 
[1554-5]. 


William. Thomas, Joan, Richard, children of Thomas Yong. 
Folio: 105v [see f.105r]. 


Oliver, son of Robert Estgate/Estegate. 


Folio: 105v. 

Date: Saturday 21st December, 1&2 Philip and Mary [21st December 
1554]. 

Orphan: Oliver Estgate, son of Robert, innholder. 

Age: 5 years. 

Guardian: John Bartelmew senior, who married Agnes, widow of Robert, 


“ According to Latimer, ‘Civic Officers’, p.136, William Carey was mayor in January 1547. 
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Inheritance: £30 of the goods of Robert, left to Oliver, to be delivered to him at age 
21, and John Bartelmew was to maintain Oliver well and appropriately. 

Guarantors: William Yonge senior and William Pepwall, grocer and executor. 

Will: Wadley, Wills, no. 297: Robert Estegate, innholder. Given September 
4th 1552, proved November 15th 1552. 


Recognizance for Oliver Estgate on f.105v is crossed through. Note below: on 7th 
March, 13 Elizabeth [1571], the sum of £30 was paid to Oliver Estgate by Philip 
Langley, grocer, and William Saxey, gentleman, who married Elizabeth, widow and 
executor of James Dowle, grocer, whose portion [ratione] was paid to the above 
noted William Pepwall, one of the guarantors and executors of the will of William 
Yowng senior, another guarantor of the said debt. 


f.106r. Mayor Robert Adams [1558-9]. 
Thomas, Joan, Faith, children of William Tyndall. 


Folio: 106r and insert. 

Date: Monday May 22nd, | Elizabeth [22nd May 1559]. 

Orphans: Thomas, Joan, Faith Tyndall, children of William, merchant. 

Ages: Thomas: 9 years, 11 months, 19 days. Joan: 12 years, 2 months, 5 


days. Faith: 6 years, 9 months, 7 days. 

Guardian: Robert Tyndall, merchant, brother and executor of the will of William 
Tyndall, merchant, uncle of the orphans. 

Inheritance: 300 marks (£200) in counted money and all the silver goods, the plate 
and utensils of the home called household stuff, contained in a certain 
inventory attached to the will of William, and all other goods left to 
the three children by their father, to be delivered to them as specified in 
his will. And Robert, at his own cost, was to bring them up faithfully, 
have them educated and provide them with food, clothes and all other 
necessities as was fitting, and do all things specified in the will. 

Guarantors: Giles White, Hugh Hamonde and Philip Saunders, merchants of 
Bristol owed to the 3 children, and to John Willy, chamberlain, and to 
John Sprinte, grocer and Nicholas Crosby, merchant, supervisors of 
William Tyndall’s will, 500 marks (£333 6s. 8d.) of good and lawful 
English coin, contracted together and individually. 

Will: Wadley, Wills, no. 301: William Tyndall, merchant. Given September 
13th 1558, proved April 27th 1559. Unusually, an inventory of 
Tyndall’s goods has also survived.*” 


Recognizance for the Tyndall children on f.106r is crossed through. Note below: 
on Thursday 23rd August, 18 Elizabeth [1576], before John Prewett, mayor, came 
Thomas Lacy of Bristol, merchant, who married Joan, one of the daughters of 
William Tyndall, and Robert Nightingale of the same, grocer, who married Faith, 
the other daughter and they acknowledged themselves satisfied with the money [de 
pecunijs| and other things owed to them in the will of William Tyndall. Therefore, 
this recognizance is annulled and of no strength [vacua et nullius roboris existit]. 

4 “Probate inventory of William Tyndall M.P. Ist January 1559’, University of Bristol Special 


Collections, DM 127, trans. Elizabeth England, The Smugglers’ City, Dept. of History, UOB, 2003. 
https://www.bristol.ac.uk/Depts/History/Maritime/Sources/1559tyndall htm [accessed 04/09/2019]. 
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An insert reiterates the recognizance of 22nd May 1559 on f.106r, except that the 
amount owed to Robert Halton, chamberlain, was given as £5 rather than 500 marks. 
The inserted folio also provides the same information about the marriages of Joan 
and Faith. 


Jane, daughter of Andrew Thorne. 


Folio: 106v [see f.87r]. 


f.107r. Mayor William Carr. 
John, Ann, Mary, children of John Fissher. 


Folio: 107r. 

Date: Monday 25th August, 3 Elizabeth [25th August 1561]. 

Orphans: John, Ann, Mary Fissher, children of John, skinner. 

Ages: 6 years; 13 years; 7 years. 

Guardian: | Thomas Page, upholsterer, who married Katherine, widow and sole 


executor of John Fissher, skinner. 

Inheritance: £40 in counted money [pecunijs] left to the three children and the 
child of John’s that Katherine was currently carrying, and all the 
goods and chattels left to Ann in his will. And Thomas Page was to 
deliver £40 according to the will and meanwhile, at his own cost, was 
to bring up and educate the children well and sufficiently and provide 
food, clothes and all necessities. And Page acknowledged owing the 
three children and Richard Grenewaye, John Merick and Thomas Hill, 
skinners and supervisors of John Fissher’s will, £50 of good and legal 
English coin [monete]. 

Guarantors: John Sawnders, merchant, and Edward Stone, fishmonger, owed £50. 

Will: Wadley, Wills, no. 306: John Fisher, skinner. Given February 26th 
1561. No record of proof. 


f.107v is blank. 


f.108r. Mayor Anthony Standbanck [1564-5]. 


John and Arthur, sons of James Dowle. 


Folio: 108r — 110r [2 recognizances, one for each orphan and insert]. 
Date: Monday 7th August, 7 Elizabeth (sic)*” [7th August 1565]. 
Orphans: John and Arthur Dowle, children of James, grocer. 

Ages: 5 years; three quarters of a year. 

Guardian: William Saxcye, gentleman, who married Elizabeth Dowle, widow 


and sole executor of James Dowle, grocer.*”* 


Inheritance: £195 of lawful English coin, to be delivered to John at age 20 years 
and £145 to Arthur at age 20, and meantime William, at his own 


“3 7th August fell on a Tuesday in 1565. 
“4 William Saxie was city clerk between 1575 and 1581. 
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expense, was to bring them up well and honestly and have them 
appropriately educated and instructed and provide food, clothing and 
all other necessities for them as was fitting. If John should die or absent 
himself, the sum was to be delivered to Arthur Dowle, the younger son 
of James Dowle and Elizabeth, and if Arthur should also die, then 
within three months the money was to be given to the children of 
James’s brother and sister equally. 

Guarantors: For John: John Lacye, merchant, and Richard Cary junior, draper, 
gave surety of £195, and they were to be replaced within 30 days in 
case of death, decay or absence. 

For Arthur: Robert Halton, merchant, and William Birde, draper. 

Will: Wadley, Wills, no. 309: James Dowle, grocer. Given February 27th 
1564, proved March 22nd 1564. 


f.108v. Marginal note to recognizance for John Dowle: cancelled because Richard 
Cary died and a new guarantor was found, as appears after in the mayoralty of Robert 
Chester viz. Robert Saxey. 

f.108v. Further marginal note: cancelled because John Lacy died and a new guarantor 
was found to replace him viz. John Pill, as appears on f.126. 

f.124r. Memo that on 9th January, 12 Elizabeth [1570], before Thomas Chester, 
mayor, and in the presence of Anthony Standbancke, called ‘the Father of Orphans’, 
Robert Saxie, merchant and alderman, became a guarantor for his son William Saxie, 
gentleman, in place of the late Richard Carie junior [minoris], draper. This was on 
behalf of John Dowle, son of James Dowle, who was in the custody and tutelage of 
William Saxie, now husband of Elizabeth, widow of James Dowle. And Robert Saxie 
acknowledged that he held £195 of lawful English coin for John Dowle, as written 
in a previous recognizance dated 7th August, 7 Elizabeth [1565] and enrolled in the 
book of recognizances, where Richard Carie minor and John Lacie were named as 
guarantors. 

ff.108r and 124r. Marginal notes: discharged because John Dowle, on November 3rd 
23 Elizabeth [1581], came before Philip Langley and Jerome Ham, common clerk, 
and acknowledged full payment of £195. 


The penultimate entry in ROR is a memorandum, in English, dated 3rd November, 
23 Elizabeth, 1581, stating that John Dowle, son of James, came before Philip 
Langley and Jerome Ham, ‘comon clerke’ and acknowledged himself satisfied of 
£195, for the which sum William Saxey, ‘gent. Principall’, Robert Saxe, alderman, 
and John Pyll were sureties who are now discharged. 

f.110r. Marginal note: 14th April 27 Elizabeth, 1585, Arthur Dowle came before 
Thomas Rowland, mayor, and received £145. 

A loose folio, inserted in the volume and bearing the same date, 14th April 27 
Elizabeth, 1585, is a signed declaration by Arthur that he had received his ‘porsion 
and legacye’ bequeathed by his father James Dowle. The document was also signed 
by Thomas Aldworth, alderman, Thomas Slocumbe, alderman, and Nicholas Thorne, 
chamberlain and also by Hier[onymus] Ham. 
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f.110v. Mayor John Northall [1565-6]. 
William, Ann, Mary, Elizabeth, Robert, Charity, Dorcas, George, children of John 


Suche. 


Folio: 
Date: 
Orphans: 


Ages: 


Guardians: 


Inheritance: 


Guarantors: 


110v — 1l6v [8 recognizances, one for each orphan]. 

Monday 23rd September, 8 Elizabeth [23rd September 1566]. 
William, Ann, Mary, Elizabeth, Robert, Charity, Dorcas, George 
Suche, children of John, merchant. 

William: 13 years at Easter past; Ann: 15 years 6 months. Mary: 10 
years on 7th June past. Elizabeth: 1 year in 12 days time at the end of 
September. Robert: 7 years on 9th June last. Charity: 3 years on 11th 
March last. Dorcas: 6 years on 7th July last. George: 5 years on 7th 
September last. 

Thomas Pytte, draper, husband of Ann, the widow and sole executor 
of John Suche. Thomas had received custodia et tutela of Mary, 
Elizabeth, Robert, Charity, Dorcas and George. 

Robert Smythe, merchant, for William and Ann. 

William: £100 in counted money, a silver gilt salt cellar [uno salino 
argent’ deaurat’| weighing eleven and a quarter ounces, and a gilded 
signet ring [unu’ anulu’ aureu’| weighing three quarters of an ounce 
and a half pennyweight [wnu’ obol’] of gold and another gold ring 
with a precious stone fixed in it called a “Torkys’, weighing five gold 
shillings, all left to William by his father John Suche in his will. 

Ann: £100 in counted money and six silver spoons weighing six and 
a quarter ounces, left to Ann by her father John Suche in his will and 
to be paid to her as directed in the will. And at his own cost Robert 
Smythe was to provide food, clothing and all necessities as fitting 
during her minority. 

Mary: 100 marks (£66 13s. 4d.) in counted money and a silver gilt 
cup called ‘a goblett’ weighing 17 and a half ounces, left to her by 
her father in his will, to be delivered to her at age 21 or on the day 
of her marriage if it should be earlier. And Thomas Pytte was to care 
for and educate her well and honestly and provide appropriate food 
and clothing for her during her minority, also having her brought 
up and educated in good habits and honest knowledge as was fitting 
[bonis moribus et scientia honesta prout decet] provided that if, before 
marriage or her majority, Mary should depart from this light [ab hac 
luce decedere], then her portion should be given to the other children 
of John Suche as specified in his will. 

Elizabeth, Robert, Charity, Dorcas, George: 100 marks each in counted 
money [pecunijs] to be paid at age 21. Conditions were as for Mary 
Suche. 

For William and Ann: Edward Smyth and Richard Cole, merchants of 
Bristol, owed 200 marks (£133 6s. 8d.) for each child. 

For Mary: Edward Porter and Thomas Powell, merchants, gave surety 
of £100. 

For Elizabeth: Quintus Chester and John White, merchants, gave 
surety of £100. 
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For Robert: Thomas Pyttes and Benedict Hassall, clothiers of Bristol 
gave surety of £100. 
For Charity: Richard Carye Junior and John Horte, drapers of Bristol 
gave surety of £100. 
For Dorcas: Henry Davis and Thomas Apprice, clothiers of Bristol 
gave surety of £100. 
For George: George Hyggens, merchant, and John Roberts, draper, 
gave surety of £100. 

Will: Wadley, Wills, no. 311: John Suche, merchant. Given March 21st 
1565, proved April 3rd 1566. 
Wadley, Wills, no. 401: Thomas Pitts, clothier. Given January 8th 
1585, proved May 6th 1586. Burial at Temple Church recorded on 
April 2nd 1586. [This could possibly be the stepfather of the Suche 
children, although he does not mention them in his will and his widow 
was Joan.] 


William Suche. 

f.110v. Recognizance for William Suche crossed through. Note below: on 5th April, 
20 Elizabeth [1578] before Thomas Colston, mayor, William Suche acknowledged 
full satisfaction of money, goods and chattels and the recognizance was cancelled. 
Mary Suche. 

f.112r. Recognizance for Mary Suche, marginal note: annulled because Thomas 
Powell died and in his place Nicholas Blake obliged, as appears on Folio 134. 
f.134v A new recognizance was taken for Mary Suche on Wednesday, May 4th, 17 
Elizabeth [1575], with the same conditions as before but recording the replacement, 
at the special request of Thomas Pitt, of Thomas Appowell, deceased guarantor, with 
Nicholas Blake, soapmaker, who owed £100 to Robert Halton, chamberlain. Edward 
Porter, the other guarantor, was described as a draper. 

f.112r. Recognizance for Mary Suche, note below: discharged and cancelled 
[Exoneratur et evacuatur] because Edward Pytte, merchant of Bristol, who married 
Mary Suche, came before John Prewett, mayor, and acknowledged full payment of 
100 marks and the silver gilt cup. 21st July, 18 Elizabeth [1576]. 

Elizabeth Suche. 

f.112v. Recognizance for Elizabeth Suche is crossed through. Marginal note: 
discharged 8th November, 28 Elizabeth [1586] because Thomas Pytte paid £80 to 
Elizabeth Suche in the presence of Richard Cole, then mayor, viz: 100 marks owed 
to her in this recognizance and 20 marks for the portion of Robert Suche, her dead 
brother. 

f.113r. Recognizance for Elizabeth Suche, marginal note: annulled because John 
White died and Edmund Roberts took his place, see f.130. Further marginal note 
below: annulled because Dominic Chester died and Edward Pitte took his place, see 
f.144. 

f.113r. Recognizance for Elizabeth Suche, note below: memo that 29th March, 
9 Elizabeth [1567] Thomas Deconson, merchant of Bristol, before John Cutt, 
mayor, became a guarantor for Thomas Pytt in place of John White, merchant, and 
acknowledged that he held for Elizabeth Suche £100 of lawful English coin, to be 
taken from his lands and tenements if he should be in any way deficient and so 
Thomas White was discharged. 
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ff.136v-137r [re recognizance for Elizabeth Suche] On Wednesday, 4th May, 17 
Elizabeth [1575] Edmund Roberts, clothier, acknowledged owing Robert Halton, 
chamberlain, £100, and replaced John White, merchant, deceased, as a guarantor 
with Dominic Chester. 

ff.144v-145r. A new recognizance for Elizabeth Suche was taken on Tuesday 17th 
July, 18 Elizabeth [1576] in which Edward Pitt, merchant, replaced Dominic Chester, 
deceased, as a guarantor, owing Robert Halton, chamberlain, £100. Elizabeth’s 
guardian and stepfather, Thomas Pitt, draper, was to deliver 100 marks to her and 
during her nonage was to provide meat, drink and apparel, and good instruction and 
godly education. 

f.270v. A new recognizance was taken for Elizabeth Suche on 8th November, 27 
Elizabeth [1585] before mayor Richard Cole in which Thomas White was bound 
to pay £80 to Elizabeth at age 21 or on her marriage day, and also to provide meat, 
drink, lodging and apparel meet for her degree and calling and see her well educated 
and instructed. Guarantors were Hugh Griffithe and John Bolton, merchants, owing 
Nicholas Thorne £160. This recognizance is crossed through and a marginal note 
states that on March 4th, 30 Elizabeth, 1588, the chamberlain received the £80 owed 
to Elizabeth and delivered it to her and so the recognizance was cancelled. 

Robert Suche. 

f.113v. Recognizance for Robert Suche, note below: memo that 27th January, 25 
Elizabeth [1583] George Suche, one of the sons of John Suche, acknowledged receipt 
of 20 marks from Thomas Pytte, owed to George from the death of Robert Suche. 
Therefore, the recognizance was annulled of £20. Before Thomas Aldworth mayor. 
Charity Suche. 

Folio 114v. Recognizance for Charity Suche, marginal note: annulled because 
Richard Cary died and William Prewett took his place as appears on Folio 135. 
ff.136r—v. A new recognizance was taken for Charity Suche on Wednesday 4th May, 
17 Elizabeth [1575] in which William Prewett, draper, acknowledged owing Robert 
Halton, chamberlain, £100, and replaced the deceased Richard Cary the younger, 
draper, as a guarantor, together with John Horte, draper. 

Dorcas Suche. 

f.114r. Note below: memo that Edward Morris, who married Dorcas, daughter of 
John Suche, came before Thomas Colston, mayor, 18th January, 20 Elizabeth [1578] 
and acknowledged receipt from Thomas Pitte, draper, of 20 marks, owed to Dorcas 
through the death of her brother Robert and so Thomas Pitt was quit of 20 marks. 
f.115v. Recognizance for Dorcas Suche, marginal note: annulled because Henry 
Davis and Thomas Apprice died and Walter Pikes and Henry Slye took their places, 
see f.135. 

f.135r. On Wednesday 4th May 1575 a new recognizance was taken for Dorcas Such 
in which Walter Pykes, merchant, and Henry Slye, soapmaker, owed Robert Halton 
£100 because Henry Davis and Thomas Apprice were dead. 

f.135r, Marginal note: this recognizance was annulled because Edward Morris, who 
married Dorcas Such, came before Thomas Colston, mayor, on 18th January, 20 
Elizabeth [1578] and received from Thomas Pitt 100 marks as her portion and 20 
marks owed to her because of the death of her brother Robert Such. 

George Suche. 

f.116v. Recognizance for George Suche, marginal note: annulled because George 
Higgins became a pauper and Richard Jones took his place, as appears on Folio 135. 
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ff.135v-136r [re recognizance for George Suche] On Wednesday 4th May 1575 
recognizance was taken for Richard Jonis, merchant, who owed £100 to Robert 
Halton, chamberlain, and was bound, together with George Hyggyns, merchant, 
and John Roberts, draper; and Ryce Jones had replaced George Hyggyns, who was 
come into poverty. A marginal note on the same folio states that on 27th January, 25 
Elizabeth [1583], Thomas Aldworth being mayor, George took his inheritance of 
100 marks. 

f.116r. Recognizance for George Suche, marginal note: memo that 27th January, 
25 Elizabeth [1583] George Suche came before Thomas Aldworthe, mayor, and 
acknowledged full satisfaction of 100 marks and this recognizance was annulled. 


f.117r. Mayor John Cutt [1566-7]. 
William and Margery, children of John Myllarde. 


Folio: 117r. 

Date: Monday 27th January, 9 Elizabeth [27th January 1567]. 
Orphans: William and Margery Myllarde, children of John, shearman. 
Ages: 4 years; 3 years. 


Guardian: John Holborowe, clothier, who married Welthian, widow and sole 
executor of John Myllerd, shearman, and received custody and 
tutelage of the orphans. 

Inheritance: £10 in counted money [pecunijs], and John was to bring up and educate 
William and Margery and provide food, clothing and all necessities. 

Guarantors: Nicholas Blake and Richard Swetnam, merchants of Bristol, owed 
William and Margery and John White, merchant, £10 of good and 
lawful English money. 

Will: None found. 


Elizabeth, daughter of Thomas Apowen. 


Folio: 117v. 

Date: Monday 21st April, 9 Elizabeth [21st April 1567]. 

Orphan: Elizabeth Apowen, only daughter of Thomas, capper. 

Age: 6 years. 

Guardian: John Drewett, haberdasher, who married Margaret, widow and sole 


executor of Thomas Apowen, capper. 

Inheritance: £10 in counted money and a silver saltcellar parcell gilt worth 40s., 
to be delivered at age 21, or earlier if she should marry, and John was 
to bring up and educate Elizabeth and provide food, clothing and all 
necessities. 

Guarantors: John Warren, innholder, who owed Elizabeth and John White, 
merchant, called ‘the father of Orfantes,’ £15. 

Will: TNA PROB 11/47/204: will of Thomas ap Owen, given 4th April 
1560, proved 30th May 1564. [Thomas left a horse each to his two 
brothers, Edward and Richard, and clothes to the two sons of his 
brother and sister.] 
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Joyce and Alice, daughters of Walter West. 


Folio: 

Date: 
Orphans: 
Ages: 
Guardian: 
Inheritance: 


Guarantors: 


Will: 


118r—-v [2 recognizances, one for each orphan]. 

Monday 21st July, 9 Elizabeth [21st July 1567]. 

Joyce and Alice West, daughters of Walter, baker. 

11 years; 14 years. 

Elizabeth West, widow and sole executor of Walter West, baker. 

£20 and other goods, to be delivered to Joyce and Alice at age 20, 
or earlier on their day of marriage. And Elizabeth, at her own cost, 
was to bring up and educate them and provide food, clothing and 
all necessities. And if they should die underage, or before marriage, 
Elizabeth was to pay their inheritance as instructed in the will. 

John Wade, upholsterer [and overseer of will], and Thomas Wytherley, 
milliner, owed £30 to Joyce and Alice and to John White, ‘the father of 
Orphantes’. 

Wadley, Wills, no. 312: Walter West, baker. Given April 24th 1567, 
proved June 6th 1567. 


f.119r. Mayor William Pepwell [1567-8]. 


William, Elizabeth, Susan, Margaret, Sara, Robert, Michael, Richard, Joan, Frances, 


children of Richard Alkyne/Alkyn. 


Folio: 
Date: 
Orphans: 


Ages: 


Guardian: 
Inheritance: 


Guarantors: 


Will: 


119r—v and 120r—v [2 recognizances, as shown below]. 

Monday 10th November, 9 Elizabeth [10th November 1567]. 

1) William, Elizabeth, Susan, Margaret, Sara. 

2) Robert, Michael, Richard, Joan, Frances. 

All children of Richard Alkyne, soapmaker. 

1) 6 years; 9 years; 5 years; 2 years; 6 months. 

2) 19 years; 14 years; 10 years; 13 years; 11 years. 

Joan Alkyn, widow of Richard Alkyn, soapmaker. 

£20 of good and lawful coin bequeathed to each child, which Joan 
promised for the benefit and use of the children, to be delivered to 
the boys at age 21 and to the girls on their day of marriage. And Joan 
was to bring them up well and honestly and find them food, clothing 
and all necessities and have them instructed as was fitting. And if any 
of them should die underage, their portion was to be equally divided 
between the surviving children and other relations of Richard Alkyn, 
as specified in his will. 

For William, Elizabeth, Susan, Margaret, Sara: Nicholas Blake, 
merchant, and Robert Alflatt, soapmaker and supervisor of will. 

For Robert, Michael, Richard, Joan, Frances: Richard Swetnam, 
merchant and supervisor of will, and John Alkyn, soapmaker. 
Wadley, Wills, no. 314: Richard Alkyne, soapmaker. Given September 
11th 1567, proved October 20th 1567 at London. 


Note below first recognizance on f.119v: this recognizance is annulled because 
Charles Hopton is now husband of Joan Alkyn and Nicholas Philpott and Thomas 
Griffith are bound to the children in another recognizance which follows [see 
ff.1231r—-v below]. 
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Note below second recognizance on f.120v: memo that the guarantors of this 
recognizance viz: Richard Swetnam and John Alkyn, are discharged because two 
other guarantors have taken their place, as appears later in this book in the time of 
mayor John Browne [see f.125r below]. 

ff.123r—v. A new recognizance was taken on Monday 5th September, 11 Elizabeth 
[1569] in which Charles Hopton, soapmaker, who married Joan, widow of Richard 
Alkyn, soapmaker, before John Stone, mayor, took custody of William, aged 8 years, 
Elizabeth, aged 11 years, Susan, aged 7 years, Margaret, aged 4 years and Sara, aged 
2 and a half years. Legacies and conditions were the same as in the recognizance on 
ff.119r—v. Guarantors were Nicholas Philpott, grocer, and Thomas Griffith, draper. 
f.125r. A new recognizance was taken on Monday, January 13th (sic), 15 Elizabeth 
[1573].*” before mayor John Browne, in which Edmund Roberts, clothier, and 
Thomas Lucas, dyer, became guarantors for Charles Hopton, soapmaker, who 
married Joan, widow of Richard Alkyn, and gave surety of £20 to Michael, Joan, 
Frances and Richard, children of Richard Alkyn, to be paid at age 21 for the boys 
and on their day of marriage for the girls. 

f.123r. Marginal note: memo that 5th September, 25 Elizabeth [1583] William Alkyn 
received £20 from Thomas Griffiths in the presence of Thomas Aldworth, mayor, 
Thomas Rowland, assistant, and Nicholas Thorne, chamberlain. 

f.123r. Further marginal note: on 18th March, 27 Elizabeth [1585] Richard Gosnell, 
soapmaker, married Elizabeth Alkyn and came before Thomas Rowland and released 
Thomas Griffith from his obligation, in the presence of aldermen in the Guildhall, 
and received £20 owed to Elizabeth by virtue of this recognizance. 

f.123v. Further marginal note: memo that 29th July, 30 Elizabeth, 1588, Laurence 
Reade, who married Sara [Alkyn], came before John Barons, mayor, and 
acknowledged receipt of £20 left to Sara by her father, by the hand of William 
Draper, who married Elizabeth Hughes, widow and executor of Thomas Griffith. 
Signed: Ham. 

f.123v. Note below: on 10th March, | James, 1603, before John Whytson, came Sara 
Reade, widow, daughter of the late John Alkyn and sister and executor of Margaret 
Alkyn, and acknowledged receipt from John Griffith, merchant, and son of the late 
Thomas Griffith, of £20 of lawful English coin. And similarly, Susan Alkyn came on 
the same day and received £20 from John Griffith as her portion left in the will of 
her father. John Whitson mayor. 

[This is followed by the signatures of Sara and Susanna and also of the scribe, Hier 
Ham.] 


“> January 13th fell on a Tuesday in 1573. 
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f.121r. Before William Pepwall, in the presence of John White, merchant, called 
‘the father of orphantes’ [1567-8]. 


Thomas, William, John, Elizabeth senior, Elizabeth junior, Margery, children of 
Thomas Apprice/Aprice alias Evans. 


Folio: 121r—-v and 122r—v [2 recognizances as shown below]. 

Date: Monday 6th September, 10 Elizabeth [6th September 1568]. 

Orphans: 1) Thomas, William, John. 

2) Elizabeth senior, Elizabeth junior, Margery. 
All children of Thomas Apprice alias Evans, tucker. 

Ages: 1) 11 years; 4 years; 3 years on the Feast of All Saints next [Ist 
November]. 

2) 15 years on the Feast of St Michael the Archangel next [29th 
September]; 8 years; | year on the Feast of St James Apostle last [25th 
July]. 

Guardian: | Edmund Roberttes, who married Joan, widow of Thomas Apprice. 

Inheritance: £26 13s. 4d. in counted money to Thomas and £20 each to William, 
John and Elizabeth senior and junior, and £10 to Margery, in counted 
money. Edmund was to bring the children up well and honestly until 
the age of 21 or, in the case of the girls, until they married, and provide 
food, clothing and all other necessities and teach them good habits 
and knowledge [Et eos bonis moribus et scientia informabit] as was 
fitting, and he was to pay them well and faithfully when they reached 
their lawful age. 

Guarantors: For Thomas, William, John: Thomas Roberttes, clothier, and Thomas 
Pitt, draper owed £26 13s. 4d. and £20 and £20, and they were to be 
replaced within one month if they should die, decay or leave the town. 
For Elizabeth senior, Elizabeth junior, Margery: Thomas Lucas, dyer, 
and John Barnes, tucker, overseers of will. 

Will: Wadley, Wills, no. 313: Thomas Aprice, tucker. Given n.d. and proved 
August 8th 1567. 


Marginal note on f.121r: annulled because Thomas Roberts died and his place was 
taken by Ralph Harsald, as appears on f.141. 

ff.141v-142r. A new recognizance was taken for Thomas, William and John Aprice 
alias Evans on 13th March, 18 Elizabeth [1576] in which their guardian was named 
Edmund Robertes, clothier and their collective inheritance was 100 marks (£66 13s. 
4d.). Guarantors were Thomas Pitte, draper, and Thomas Roberts, deceased and now 
replaced by Ralph Hassald, clothier, who owed Robert Halton, chamberlain, 100 
marks. 


f.123r. Mayor John Stone [1568-9]. 
William, Elizabeth, Susan, Margaret, Sara, children of Richard Alkyn. 
Folio: 123r—v [see ff.119r—v]. 
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f.124r. Mayor Thomas Chester [1569-70]. 


John, son of James Dowle. 


Folio: 


124r [see f.108r]. 


f.124v. Recognizances taken in the time of William Tucker, mayor of the city of 
Bristol, for obligations to orphans [pro debitis orphanorum] 1571. 


The recognizance of May 1575 taken for Anne Smythe, recorded on f.134r but 
included below together with the recognizance taken for her brother in 1571, is the 
first to be written partly in English. 


Peter and Anne, children of Robert Smythe/Smyth. 


Folio: 
Date: 


Orphans: 
Ages: 
Guardians: 


Inheritance: 


Guarantors: 


Will: 


124v, 134r—v [2 recognizances, one for each orphan]. 

Monday 5th February, 13 Elizabeth [5th February 1571] for Peter. 
Monday 2nd May, 17 Elizabeth [2nd May 1575] for Anne. 

Peter and Anne Smythe, children of Robert, merchant.*” 

13 years; n.g. 

Edmund Smythe, merchant, brother of Robert and overseer of will, for 
Peter. 

Thomas Chester, alderman, for Anne. 

Peter: £100, to be delivered when Peter was 24, and if he died before, 
to be given to those specified in Robert Smythe’s will. And Edmund 
was to bring him up well and honestly and provide food, clothing and 
all necessities and instruct him in good habits, science and literature 
[cum bonis moribus, scientia et litratur]. 

Anne: £150 of good and lawful money of England, to be paid at age 
18 or at her marriage, and Thomas Chester was to train and bring her 
up well and honestly during her nonage ‘as well in meate, drink and 
apparel conuenient as in good instruction and godlie education’. 

For Peter: Thomas Smythe [cousin and overseer of will] and John 
Sollers, merchants. 

For Anne: William Salter and Thomas Warren, merchants, who owed 
chamberlain Robert Halton £200. 

The guarantors were to be replaced within one month if any of them 
should die, leave the area or become destitute [ad inopiam devenit]. 
Wadley, Wills, no. 317: Robert Smythe, merchant. Given June 29th 
with codicil July 6th and proved August 5th 1569. [Robert mentioned 
three underage children: Peter, Mary and Ann. Both girls were 
bequeathed £150 and so Mary had probably taken her portion by the 
time of the recognizance. ] 


“6 Although the recognizance for Anne was taken more than five years after the death of Robert Smythe 
and over four years after the recognizance taken for her brother Peter, they are almost certainly two of the 
three children referred to by Robert Smythe in his will. Robert left a ring to his cousin Edward Chester, 
which indicates that Anne’s guardian, Thomas Chester, was a relative. The amounts bequeathed to both 
children and the ages at which they could inherit are the same in both will and recognizances. 
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f.134r. Recognizance for Anne Smythe, marginal note: Thomas James, who married 
said Agnes (sic), came before Thomas Young, mayor, on 4th January, 22 Elizabeth 
[1580] and acknowledged receipt of 200 marks (£133 6s. 8d.) from the hands of 
Thomas Chester and was fully satisfied. 


f.125r. Mayor John Browne [1572-3]. 
Michael, Joan, Frances, Richard, children of Richard Alkyn. 
Folio: 125r [see ff.119r—v]. 


ff.125v and 126r are blank. 


f.126v.Recognizances taken in the time of Thomas Kelk, mayor of the town 


of Bristol, for obligations to Orphans, year 1574, and in the presence of John 
Browne, merchant, and Thomas Warren, soapmaker, Assistants in Orphans’ 


Causes. 


Recognizances taken in this year have a sentence added to the effect that the 
recognizance would be annulled with regard to existing guarantors if new guarantors 
were appointed. 


Chester, Thomas, Walter, Henry. James, sons of William. 


Folio: 126v — 128r [4 recognizances, one for each orphan]. 

Date: Monday 2nd August, 16 Elizabeth [2nd August 1574]. 
Orphans: Thomas, Walter, Henry, James Chester, sons of William, whittawer. 
Ages: ng. 


Guardians: Robert Prynce, merchant for Thomas. 
John Horte, draper, for Walter. 
Dominic Chester, merchant and brother of the late William, for Henry. 
William Chester, merchant and eldest brother of the orphans, for 
James. 

Inheritance: £20 each to Thomas and James, £10 each to Walter and Henry, as in 
their father’s will, and the guardians were to bring them up well and 
honestly. 

Guarantors: For Thomas and Henry: Edward Chester, merchant. 

For Walter: Philip Guyn, shoemaker. 
For James: John Sachfilde, merchant. 

Will: Wadley, Wills, no. 320: William Chester, whittawer. Given Dec 
Ist 1572, proved March 7th 1572 at London. [The will mentioned 
William’s eldest son, William, as well as the four sons for whom the 
recognizances were taken, and two daughters, Mary and Elizabeth and 
included details of bequests of property and goods as well as money.] 


f.127r. Marginal note: the recognizance for Henry Chester is discharged because he 
came before John Wade on 4th May, 19 Elizabeth [1577] and acknowledged that 
he was fully satisfied and paid at the hand of Edward Chester, administrator of the 
goods and chattels of Dominic Chester, who died intestate. 
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William, Joan, Margery, Katherine. Katherine. Alice, children of William Yeman/ 


Yoman. 


Folios: 


Date: 


Orphans: 


Ages: 
Guardians: 


Inheritance: 


Guarantors: 


Will: 


128v—129v for William, Joan, Margery, Katherine; 130v for 
illegitimate Katherine; 139v-140r for Alice 

[5 recognizances, one for Margery and Katherine, one each for the 
other four orphans, and see f.160r for the daughters of William Yeman, 
grocer]. 

Monday 30th August, 16 Elizabeth 

[30th August 1574] for William, Joan, Margery and Katherine. 

The same day [i.e. 21st March 1575] for illegitimate Katherine. 

The same day [i.e. 18th May 1575] for Alice. 

William, Joan, Margery, Katherine, illegitimate Katherine [filia notha], 
Alice Yoman/Yeman, children of William Yoman/Yeman, glover. 

n.g; n.g; 10 years; 8 years; n.g; n.g. 

William Yoman junior, grocer and overseer of will, for William. 
Richard Basdale, maltmaker, for Joan. 

Joan Yeman, widow of William Yeman, glover, for Margery, Katherine 
and illegitimate Katherine. 

Christopher Flower, merchant, who owed £40, for Alice. 

The guardians were to instruct and bring the children up well and 
honestly, together with £20 of counted money to each legitimate child 
and, for William, a silver gilt cup called ‘a gilt goblett’ weighing by 
valuation [per estimationem|] 24 ounces. 

Illegitimate Katherine: £5, bequeathed to her in William’s will for her 
benefit until she should reach maturity [ad annos nubilis deuenerit). 
Alice: £20 at age 21 or on her marriage, and Christopher was to provide 
meat, drink and apparel appropriately, and if Alice should die before 
inheriting, her legacy was to be divided among the surviving children. 
For William: William Yoman and Thomas Yownge, grocers, gave 
surety of £30, the latter to be replaced if deficient. 

For Joan: Henry Beale, tucker and Ludovic Tomlyn, weaver, gave 
surety of £30, to pay Joan £20 and to be replaced if deficient. 

For Margery and Katherine: David Harrys, tanner, and John Druett, 
haberdasher, owed £20 and were to be replaced if deficient. 

For illegitimate Katherine: William Calverley and John Brown, 
hooper, gave surety of £6 13s. 4d. 

For Alice: Ralph Pole, soapmaker, owed Robert Halton £40. 

Wadley, Wills, no. 322: William Yeman, glover. Given December 21st 
1573, proved April 5th 1574. [William Yeman junior, grocer, executor 
and guardian of William, was either the William Yeman, grocer, who 
died in 1581 or his son of the same name and also guardian of his 
sisters, see f.160r.] 


[All of the daughters except the wife of Peter Vine and illegitimate Katherine 

died, see below.] 

f.129v. Recognizance for Margery and Katherine Yeman marginal note: discharged 
because Peter Vyne, who married the daughter surviving all the other daughters, came 
before John Wade, mayor, on 30th August, 19 Elizabeth [1577] and acknowledged 
himself fully satisfied. 
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f.140r. A new recognizance for Margery Yeman of 21st May, 17 Elizabeth [1575] 
before John Snygg, mayor, gave John Prewett, tanner, the custody and keeping of 
Margery and the sum of £20, with William Prewett, woollen draper, as guarantor. 
A marginal note states that on August 2nd of the same year Peter Vine and Alice 
his wife, before John Wade, mayor, received £10 from Robert Halton, and a further 
marginal note states that they received the outstanding £10 on 9th October and so 
the recognizance was annulled. [This suggests that Margery died between May and 
August 1575.] 

ff.139v-140r. Recognizance for Alice Yeman, marginal notes: 17th May, 21 
Elizabeth [1579] Peter Vine, who married Alice, came before John Roberts, mayor, 
and received £12 from Christopher Flower in part payment of said £20. 17th March, 
22 Elizabeth [1580], Christopher Flower paid Peter Vine £8 and so the recognizance 
was annulled before Thomas Young, mayor. 

f.145v. 30th September, 18 Elizabeth [1576] William West, scrivener, married the 
widow of Richard Basdale, maltmaker [and Joan’s late guardian], and owed £40 to 
Robert Halton, chamberlain, for the use of Joan Yeman. He was to pay her £20 at her 
lawful age and to find sufficient and convenient meat, drink and apparel and bring 
her up during her minority not marriage. William’s guarantors were Henry Beale and 
Lewis Tomlyns. 

f.129r. Recognizance for Joan Yeman marginal note: memo that this recognizance 
was discharged by order of Thomas Aldworth, mayor, 8th March 25 Elizabeth 
[1583] because it was testified by William Saxey, gentleman, that Peter Vyne, who 
married Joan Yeman, received £20. [Either the scribe has mistakenly written the 
name Joan instead of Alice here, or Alice died and Peter Vine subsequently married 
her sister Joan.] 

Marginal note on f.140r records the receipt on Ist August, 19 Elizabeth [1577] by 
John Prewett of £10 for the use of William Yeman. 

f.142v. A new recognizance for Katherine, the illegitimate daughter of William 
Yeman, glover, was taken on Friday, 18th May, 18 Elizabeth [1576] before mayor 
John Prewett for Thomas Craddocke to pay Katherine the sum of £5 when she 
reached the age of 20. Guarantors were Thomas Gwynne and William Thomas, 
whittawers, who owed Robert Halton, chamberlain, £10. A marginal note states 
that the recognizance was discharged because the sum of £5 was delivered to the 
chamberlain on 10th June, 19 Elizabeth [1577], to be held for the use of Katherine. 
f.130v. Recognizance for illegitimate Katherine, marginal note: Katherine 
acknowledged satisfaction of said £5 paid by Robert Halton on 23rd July, 21 
Elizabeth [1579]. 


f.130r. Recognizances for orphans taken in the time of George Snygge, mayor, 
William Saltern and Robert Halton then sheriffs or bailiffs of the town, 1574. 


Richard, Robert, Nicholas, Margaret, children of Thomas Adney. 


Folio: 130r. 

Date: Monday 21st March, 17 Elizabeth [21st March 1575]. 

Orphans: Richard, Robert, Nicholas and Margaret Adney, children of Thomas, 
cutler, through the late Agnes Richarde, widow and grandmother. 

Ages: n.g. 
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Guardians: Robert Ufforde, cutler, and Thomas Powell, shoemaker, who gave 
surety of £30. 

Inheritance: £28 4s. 94d. in counted money [in total], to be delivered at age 21, or 
on marriage in Margaret’s case. And if any of them should die before 
reaching their full age or before marriage, then their portion was to be 
divided between the survivors. 

Guarantors: John Haywardyn, innholder, and John Wallys, weaver. 

Will: None found. 


Marginal note: Memo that 12th June, 24 Elizabeth [1582] this recognizance was 
annulled because the said Richard Adney, in the presence of William Tucker, 
alderman and Assistant of Orphans, received his portion in money. 


Helen, daughter of George Hunt. 


Folio: 130v-131r. 

Date: The same day [21st March 1575]. 
Orphan: Helen Hunt, daughter of George, whittawer. 
Age: 14 years. 


Guardian: | Agnes Hunt, widow and sole executor of George Hunt. 

Inheritance: Three silver gilt cups with an English cover [cum cooperturo Anglice] 
called ‘a neste of gilt goblettes with a Couer’ weighing eighty-six 
ounces and worth 40 marks (£26 13s. 4d.) in counted money, and 
many other goods left to Helen in George’s will. 

Guarantors: Richard Clark and John Clark, whittawers [or pointmakers in the will], 
gave surety of 40 marks and they were to be replaced if deficient. 

Will: Tudor Wills, No. 15: George Hunt whittawer. Given 27th November 
1574, proved 22nd December 1574. [The will shows that George had 
another, older daughter, as he referred to his daughter’s daughter. John 
Clarke, guarantor, was also George’s son-in-law. ] 


Katherine, daughter of William Yeman. 


Folio: 130v [see ff.1191r—v]. 


Robert, John and William, sons of Richard Mirick/Myrick/Merick. 


Folio: 130v -131r. 

Date: The same day [21st March 1575]. 

Orphans: Robert, John and William Mirick, sons of Richard Mirick, tailor. 
Ages: ng. 


Guardian: Anne, widow of Richard Mirick. 

Inheritance: £30: £10 to be given to each of them, according to their father’s will. 

Guarantors: John Myrick, skinner and brother of Richard, and Philip Browne, 
tailor, both overseers, gave surety of £40. 

Will: Wadley, Wills, no. 324: Richard Merick, tailor. Given July 17th no 
year, codicil September 10th 1573, proved October 26th 1573 at 
London. 
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Note below: this recognizance was annulled on 8th May, 25 Elizabeth [1583] by 
order of mayor Thomas Aldworth because said Robert Merick declared himself 
fully satisfied and John Webbe, sheriff of the town and attorney of said John 
Merick, acknowledged receipt of the sum owed him in this recognizance and a new 
recognizance has been taken for William, as appears f. (sic). 

f.258v. A new recognizance was taken for William Merricke on 8th May, 25 
Elizabeth [1583] in which his guardian, Robert Merrick, M.A. Oxon. [Magister in 
artibus Universatis Oxonij], [perhaps William’s brother], agreed to pay him £13, 
the guarantor being George Harris, baker, who owed £20 to Nicholas Thorne, 
chamberlain, and he was to be replaced within one month if he should die, decay or 
withdraw from the city. 

f.258v. Marginal note: memo that 14th July, 34 Elizabeth [1592], John Merricke, 
merchant, brother of William Merricke, came before Walter Stanfaste, mayor, and 
affirmed that his brother had died three or more years before and the sum of £13 
6s. 8d. came to said John, at whose request this recognizance was discharged and 
cancelled. Ham. 


Joan, Susan, Tomsin, Mary, daughters of Simon Harbert. 


Folio: 131r. 

Date: The same day [21st March 1575]. 

Orphans: Joan, Susan, Tomsin, Mary Harbert, daughters of Simon, brewer. 
Ages: ng. 

Guardian: § Margaret, widow of Simon Harbert. 


Inheritance: £4 of lawful English coin viz: 20s. to each child, to be delivered 
according to the will. [Also, 13s. 4d. to each child — see note below]. 
And Margaret was to bring them up and instruct them well and 


honestly. 
Guarantors: John Yarath, hooper, and Edward Wilson, fletcher, gave surety of £4. 
Will: Tudor Wills, No. 12: Simon Herbert, brewer, given 29th June 1574, 


proved Ist July 1574. 


Note below: and said Margaret Harbert, ‘for the love she has for the aforesaid 
children’, gave to each of them 13s. 4d. of lawful English coin, to be paid at the 
same time as the 20s. 


Alice and Joan, daughters of John Stone. 


Folio: 13 11—-v [and see f.146r]. 

Date: The same day [21st March 1575]. 

Orphans: Alice and Joan Stone, daughters of John Stone, bequest from Alice, 
widow of William Foye. 

Ages: ng. 


Guardians: William Young and John Draper, merchants. 

Inheritance: £20 of lawful English coin, viz: £13 6s. 8d. to Alice and £6 13s 4d 
to Joan, left to them by Alice Foye, to be paid when they reached 
maturity. 

Guarantors: William Young and John Draper, guardians, pledged themselves for 
£16 for Alice and £10 for Joan. 
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Will: [The relationship between the two girls and Alice Foye is not clear.] 
Wadley, Wills, no. 339 is the will of John Stone, which was given on 
June 24th and proved on August Ist 1575, so he was still living when 
Alice Foye’s bequest was made. He was possibly the uncle of the two 
girls rather than their father. 
Wadley, Wills, no. 428 is the will of John Stone’s widow, Joan, given 
on April 30th 1590 and proved on July 30th 1590. Her will mentioned 
Joan, now married, Agnes and Elizabeth, daughters of her nephew 
John Stone, who is possibly the father of these two girls. 


Note below, crossed through: and the same day [ie March 21st 1575], Walter Glison 
and Thomas Prynne, notaries public, acknowledged receipt of £32 of lawful English 
coin (sic). [It is not clear how this note relates to the previous entry.] 


William and Ralph, sons of Ralph Scaltock/Scalter. 


Folio: 131v [and see f.162v]. 

Date: The same day [21st March 1575]. 
Orphans: William and Ralph Scaltock, sons of Ralph, tanner. 
Ages: ng. 


Guardians: John Prewett, grandfather, and Edward Tyler, tanners. 

Inheritance: £40: £20 to each boy, to be delivered according to the will. 

Guarantors: John Prewett and Edward Tiler, guardians, gave surety of £40. 

Will: Wadley, Wills, no. 364: John Prewett. Given August 14th 1579, proved 
October 28th 1581. [In this will, John mentions William and Ralph 
Scalter, most probably the same boys, and their mother Margaret 
Tilor, who was John Prewett’s daughter. ] 


f.148r. A new recognizance was taken on 26th November, 19 Elizabeth [1576] before 
John Wade, mayor, in which John Clark, pointmaker, became a guarantor, owing 
Robert Halton, chamberlain, £40, and replacing Edward Tyler, tanner, deceased. He 
stood jointly bound with John Prewett, tanner, for the payment of all legacies, gifts 
and bequests from Ralph Scaltock to his children. 

f.162r. A new recognizance was taken for Ralph on 20th September, 24 Elizabeth 
[1582] before mayor Philip Langley in which Richard Yorcke, tanner, assumed 
guardianship, promising to pay Ralph £20 at age 21 and to provide meat, drink, 
lodging and apparel according to his degree and calling and to see him well educated 
and instructed. The guarantors were Walter Davis, glover, and Thomas Pole, tanner, 
who owed £40. This recognizance was crossed through and cancelled because 
Ralph died and his portion went to his sister Joan Tyler. She married William York 
alias Fraunck, who thus received Ralph’s portion on her behalf on 2nd January, 34 
Elizabeth, 1591. 

[Also see recognizance for Joan Tyler on f.162v.] 


Thomas, son of Richard Baynham. 


Folio: 132r. 
Date: The same day [21st March 1575]. 
Orphan: Thomas Baynham, son of Richard, grocer. 


Age: ng. 
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Guardian: 


Inheritance: 
Guarantors: 
Will: 


Thomas Adams, tanner and executor of Thomas Baynham, uncle of 
Thomas Baynham and guardian of his money, not his body. 

£10. 

Richard Ashurst, salter, owed £10. 

Wadley, Wills, no. 389: Thomas Addams, tanner. Given May 27th 
1585, proved June 26th 1585. [This will shows that Thomas Addams 
was uncle to Thomas Baynham and that Thomas had a brother, 
William. ] 


William and Thomas, sons of William Clemond. 


Folio: 
Date: 
Orphan: 
Age: 
Guardian: 


Inheritance: 


Guarantors: 
Will: 


132r. 

On the aforesaid day [21st March 1575]. 

William and Thomas Clemond, sons of William, innholder. 

9 years and 7 years. 

John Warren, innholder, neighbour of William Clemond and overseer 
of his will, who married Elizabeth, widow of William Clemond, 
innholder. 

£20 of lawful English coin, viz: £10 to each son and other things left in 
William’s will, and John Warren was to bring them up and have them 
instructed and informed as was fitting. 

Robert Ellys, tanner, and Thomas Willyams, soapmaker, owed £40. 
Wadley, Wills, no. 321: William Clemond, innholder. Given October 
or November 29th 1569, proved November 25th 1569 or August 2nd 
1572. 

TNA PROB 11/59/462: will of John Warren, given 14th April 1576, 
proved 28th January 1577. [John left £13 6s. to each of his stepsons, 
William and Thomas, and his wife Elizabeth was his executor. There 
is no evidence that John and Elizabeth had any children.] 


ff.132v and 133r are blank. 


John, Toby, George, Elizabeth, Samuel, children of John Kyttingall/Kettingall/ 


Kittingall. 


Folio: 
Date: 
Orphans: 


Ages: 
Guardian: 


Inheritance: 


Guarantors: 


133v. 

Monday 25th April, 17 Elizabeth [25th April 1575]. 

John, Toby, George, Elizabeth, Samuel Kyttingall, children of John, 
mercer. 

ng. 

Edward Benett, mercer, who married Elizabeth, widow of John 
Kyttingall. 

£100 to be delivered to the children according to the will. And Edward 
was to bring them up well and honestly and provide food, clothing and 
all things necessary and have them instructed and informed as was 
fitting. 

John Cother, grocer, brother of John Kettingall and overseer of his 
will and John Buckford, merchant, who were to be replaced if they 
should die or become incapable. 
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Will: Wadley, Wills, no. 323: John Kettingall, mercer. Given March 14th 
1569, proved April 26th 1570. [Elizabeth Kettingall was pregnant 
at the time the will was given. That child was perhaps Samuel, 
mentioned in the note to f.153v below, since the other four children 
were all named in the will.] 


f.153v. A new recognizance was taken for John, Toby, George and Elizabeth 
Kittingall on 19th March, 20 Elizabeth [1578] in which the guardian was William 
Perfay, vintner. He was to pay the legacies, as described in the will, and to see the 
children well and conveniently trained up. The guarantors were William Hopkins, 
sheriff, and Ralph Wilbram, merchant, who owed Robert Halton, chamberlain, £200. 
f.153v. Marginal note: memo that 28th April, 20 Elizabeth [1578], before mayor 
Thomas Young, John Kittingall acknowledged receipt of £25 viz: £20 left to him 
and £5 as his share from the death of Samuel Kittingall, one of the children of John. 
Therefore this recognizance was discharged of the sum of £25. 

f.153v. Further marginal note: memo that 10th November, 25 Elizabeth [1583] 
Christopher Whitson [see note on f.261r below] received £50 from William Parfey, 
the portion of legacies of John Kittingall, so Parfey was discharged and Whitson was 
to find securities for the sum of £50 for the use of George and Elizabeth. [This note 
indicates that Toby had already received his portion by this date.] 

f.261r. A new recognizance was taken on 30th December, 26 Elizabeth [1583], 
before mayor Walter Pykes, for George and Elizabeth Kittingall, children of John, 
in which Christopher Whitson, mercer, acknowledged receiving £50 from William 
Parfey, viz: £25 for each child, to be delivered as in John Kittingall’s will. Guarantors 
were Anthony Pill, grocer, and Peter Mathew, draper. A note below states that on 
21st August, 29 Elizabeth [1587], William Hawkins, as the husband of Elizabeth 
Kittingall, received £25 from Christopher Whitson. A further note shows that on 
27th March, 30 Elizabeth, [1588], Christopher Whitson paid George Kittingall £25 
and so the recognizance was discharged. 


Elizabeth and Margery, children of Robert Williams. 
Folio: 133v-134r [see f.87v]. 


f.134r. At this point, recognizances began to be written in English as well as in 
Latin. The first part, ‘Memorandum’, giving names of guarantors and their debt to 
the chamberlain, was written in Latin and the second part, “The Condition’, was in 
English although marginal notes were often in Latin. An example, with translation 
and transcription, is given below. 
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Example recognizance, of the type taken between 1575 and 1594 


Lisp feat sho (Sole BET AG Dee 


7 
nee po? 
i rs 


aed 


Figure 7. ROR, f.153r.For the Children of Edward Frenche [1578] 
(by kind permission of Bristol Archives). 


Memorandum (in Latin) that on the 20th day of February in the twentieth year of 
the reign of our Lady Elizabeth, by the grace of God queen of England, France and 
Ireland, defender of the faith etc, [1578] before Thomas Colston, mayor of the town 
of Bristol, came Anna Frenche of the city of Bristol, widow, Thomas Aldworthe of the 
same, merchant, and John Slye of the same, sopemaker (sic), and they acknowledged 
owing, and each of them acknowledged owing, to Thomas Halton, Chamberlain, 
three hundred pounds of lawful English money, to be paid to the same Chamberlain 
or to his successors at the time, for the benefit and use [ad opus et usum] of Toby, 
Richard and Katherine Frenche, children of Edward Frenche, formerly of the said 
town, grocer, deceased. And if they do not do this, or if one of them does not, they 
agree, and each of them agrees, that the said sum of three hundred pounds should be 
levied from their goods and chattels, lands and properties, through the force of the 
recognizance. 

(English) 

The condicon of this recognizaunce is suche that yf theabove bounden Anne 
French her executors, administrators or assignes or some of them do wele and truely 
pay or cause to be payed unto Tobye Frenche Frenche (sic) Richard French and 
Katherine Frenche children of Edward Frenche late of Bristoll grocer deceassed to 
either of them threskore poundes of lawfull money of England accordinge to the last 
will and testament of the said Edward French / And allso do fynde and allowe unto 
them & either of them sufficient & convenyent meate drinke and apparell duringe 
their minorities and not marriage / And further yf the said Anne Frenche or any her 
said suerties shall deceasse decay or w" drawe themselves or their goodes out of this 
cytee or the liberties thereof / Then she the said Stephen Phyllypelpes* Anne French 
her executors administrators or assignes or some of them do fynde other sufficient 
suertye & suertyes in steede & place of every one so deceassinge decayeinge or 
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w'drawinge as aforesaid to be come bounde in like recognizaunce and uppon like 
conditions win one moneth next after suche dicease decay or w"drawinge as 
aforesaid / That then this recognizaunce to be voyd & of none effect / Orellse to 
stand & remayne in full power strength & vertue / 

*crossed through 


Marginal note (in Latin): may it be remembered that [Memo quod ...] on ....(sic) 
day of the 21st year of the reign of our lady Eliz Toby French came before the mayor 
John Roberts and acknowledged himself fully satisfied of the £60 owed to him. 


Further marginal note (in Latin): cancelled [vacat] because another recognizance 
was taken as appears on f.155. 


Ann, daughter of Robert Smythe. 
Folio: 134r [see f.124v]. 


Mary, Elizabeth, Dorcas, George, Charity, daughters of John Suche. 
Folio: 134v-137r [see ff.110v-116v]. 


John and Anne, children of William Hiscocke. 


Folio: 137r, 138r. 

Date: Wednesday, 4th May, in the aforesaid year [4th May 1575]. 

Orphans: John and Anne Hiscocke, children of William Hiscocke. 

Ages: ng. 

Guardian: William Hill, grocer, owed Robert Halton, chamberlain, £40. 

Inheritance: Goods and chattels and £20, £10 to each orphan, 40s. to be paid 
annually at the Feast of St Michael the Archangel [September 29th] 
and at the Annunciation of Our Lady [25th March] by even portions 
until the several sums of £10 are used up. 

Guarantors: n.g. 

Will: None found. 


f.137r. Marginal note: received by John Hiscocke from Robert Halton, chamberlain, 
£5 on 26th October, 19 Elizabeth [1577] and £5 received from him on 18th July, 
21 Elizabeth [1579]. Further marginal note: received by Lynet [Anne?] Hiscocke 
from Robert Halton £6 on 25th July, 21 Elizabeth [1579]. A further marginal note 
on f.138r: received from Robert Halton for John Hiscock £5, on 20th October, year 
19 [1577]. 


Children of Richard Wyckham. 

Folio: 137v-138r. 

Date: Friday, 6th May, 17 Elizabeth [6th May 1575]. 
Orphans: Divers children of Richard Wyckham. 

Ages: ng. 


Guardian: John Horte, draper, and the children were to be brought up by Ann 
Calfe. 
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Inheritance: 


Guarantors: 


Will: 


£120 and divers other goods, and Ann Calfe was to bring them up, 
allowing to them sufficient meat, drink and apparel, and train them 
up in some godly exercise and vocation at the cost and charge of John 
Horte. 

Richard Young, merchant, and William Chester, whittawer, deceased, 
and in this recognizance replaced by Richard Dudmyster, who owed 
£130, and they were to be replaced if they should die, fall into poverty 
or withdraw from the city. 

Wadley, Wills, no. 302: Richard Wyeckam, tailor. Given January 19th 
1558, proved April 24th 1559. [As this will was proved 16 years 
previously, it may well be a different Richard Wyckam unless there is 
a mistake with dates. The will suggests that Richard had six children 
and that his wife was carrying a seventh. ] 


Elizabeth, daughter of Llewelyn Mathewis. 


Folio: 

Date: 
Orphan: 
Age: 
Guardian: 
Inheritance: 


Guarantors: 
Will: 


138r. 

The same day and year [6th May 1575]. 
Elizabeth Mathewis, daughter of Llewelyn. 

ng. 


Griffith Jonis, upholsterer, who married Llewelyn’s wife. 

£16, to be paid at age 21 or on her day of marriage, and Griffith should 
bring her up well and truly, allowing to her sufficient meat, drink and 
apparel and all other things necessary. 

William Donne, haberdasher, and Thomas Pytt junior, shearman. 
None found. 


William and John, sons of Edmund Wood/Woode/Woodd. 


Folio: 

Date: 
Orphans: 
Ages: 
Guardian: 
Inheritance: 


Guarantors: 
Will: 


138r-v. 

Wednesday May 11th, 17 Elizabeth [11th May 1575]. 

William and John Woode, sons of Edmund, merchant. 

n.g. 

Helen/Ellen Wood, widow of Edmund Wood, merchant, owed £200. 
£80 to each boy, to be paid at age 21 years or on their day of marriage, 
and if either of them should die before they come of age, then their 
inheritance was to be divided equally between ‘the longest liver of 
them that be to marrying’. And Ellen was to bring them up well and 
appropriately and maintain them in sufficient and appropriate meat, 
drink and apparel, and train them up in learning or some other honest 
vocation, art or occupation at her own cost and charge. 

n.g. 

Wadley, Wills, no. 318: Edmund Woodd. Given October 23rd 1571, 
proved November 22nd 1571. [In addition to sons William and John, 
three daughters were also mentioned in the will, two of whom were 
unmarried when the will was given.] 

Wadley, Wills, no. 364: John Prewett the elder. Given August 14th 
1579, proved October 28th 1581. [John was a grandfather when he 
died. He mentioned his wife, Ellen, but not her son, John Wood. ] 
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f.148v. Anew recognizance for William and John Wood was taken on 19th November, 
19 Elizabeth [1576] before John Wade, mayor, in which John Prewett, tanner, was 
named guardian, having married Edmund’s widow. In this new recognizance, 
the death of William Wood was recorded, so that his portion of £80 was to go to 
his brother John, who would receive £120 at the time of his marriage or full age. 
William Prewett, draper, was named as guarantor, and he and John Prewett owed 
Robert Halton, chamberlain, £200. 

f.149v. A new recognizance was taken on 10th December, 19 Elizabeth [1576] for 
John Woode, son of Edmund Woode, merchant, in which John Prewett promised to 
pay £40 according to Edmund Woode’s will, and in which Richard Clark and John 
Jacob, pointmakers, were appointed guarantors, owing £80. 


Thomas, son of John Pettry/Pettrye. 


Folio: 139r. 

Date: Wednesday 11th May, 17 Elizabeth [11th May 1575]. 
Orphan: Thomas Pettry, son of John. 

Age: ng. 


Guardians: William Perfey, vintner, and Thomas Fourde, surgeon, owed £60. 

Inheritance: £35, to be delivered at age 21, and William and Thomas were to 
maintain and bring Thomas up well and appropriately and maintain 
him in sufficient and appropriate meat, drink and apparel, and train 
him up in learning or some other honest vocation, art or occupation at 
their own cost and charge. 

Guarantors: Richard Wibram, merchant, and Philip Kidwellyter, brewer, owed £60 
to Robert Halton, chamberlain, and they were to be replaced within 
one month if they should die, decay or withdraw from the city. 

Will: None found. 


f.263r. A new recognizance was taken for Thomas Pettrye on 2nd November, 26 
Elizabeth [1584] in which his guardian, William Parphey, vintner, was to pay Thomas 
Pettrye £35 at age 21, as in John Pettrye’s will, and also to pay to such person as 
the mayor and his assistants appoint, to find Thomas 40s. yearly during his minority 
from the Feast of St Michael the Archangel last past [29th September]. Guarantors 
were John Kydwellyter at Keynsham [Kenisham] and William Jones, chandler, who 
owed Nicholas Thorne 100 marks (£66 13s.4d.) and they were to be replaced within 
one month if they should die, decay or withdraw from the city. 

f.263r. Marginal note in English: memo that 21st April, 1589, £5 of the portion was 
paid by William Parphey to the hands of the chamberlain, to be converted to such 
use as by writing under the hand and seal of the said chamberlain, bearing the debt 
of these present is expressed, remaining in the hand of the said William Parphey. 


George, son of George Graie/Graye.. 


Folio: 139v. 
Date: Wednesday May 18th, 17 Elizabeth [18th May 1575]. 
Orphan: George Graie, son of George, innholder. 


Age: ng. 
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Guardian: Felix Lewes, Doctor of Law, who married the wife and sole executor 
of George Graie [Alice]. 

Inheritance: 20 marks (£13 6s. 8d.) of lawful money of England, amongst other 
things, to be paid to George at the age of 21, together with all issues, 
rents and profits of the house and the lease of the same uncancelled 
and undefaced. And Felix was to maintain and bring George up well 
and appropriately and maintain him in sufficient and appropriate meat, 
drink and apparel, and train him up in learning or some other honest 
vocation, art or occupation at Felix’s own cost and charge. 

Guarantors: William Gibbes and Henry Walker, cordwainer, owed Robert Halton, 
chamberlain, £40, and they were to be replaced within one month if 
they should die, decay or withdraw from the city. 

Will: Wadley, Wills, no. 326: George Graye, innholder. Given November 
26th 1567, proved August 17th 1573. 


Marginal note: memo that 22nd May, 31 Elizabeth, 1588, George Graye, son of 
George Graye, came before John Barnes and received £8 6s. 8d. by the hand of 
William Gibbes, therefore said recognizance is annulled. Signed: Hame. 


Alice, Margery, daughters of William Yeman. 
Folio: 139v-140r [see ff.128v-129v]. 


ff.140v and 141r are blank. 


The format used for the following recognizance, written in English, differs from 
those before and after. There is no introductory Latin Memorandum or explicit 
Condition. 


William, Maud, Alice and Elizabeth, children of John Clasbock, grandchildren of 
Roger Clasbock. 


Folio: 141v. 

Date: n.g. 

Orphans: William, Maud (deceased), Alice and Elizabeth Clasbock, children 
of John Clasbock (deceased) and grandchildren of Roger Clasbock, 
shearman. 

Ages: n.g. but see f.151v below which suggests that William was probably 
around 7 in 1577, with 14 years of training ahead. 

Guardian: Jenkin Aphowell, tailor, [brother-in-law of the late John Clasbock, 
husband of his sister Jane, and sole executor of Roger Clasbock’s 
will.] 

Inheritance: £26 13s. 4d., and if any of the children should die before the age 
of 20, their portion was to be divided between the survivors. Since 
when, Maud had died. Jenkin Aphowell was to deliver £20 to the 
chamberlain within 18 days of the Feast of St Michael the Archangel 
[29th September] 1576. And Jenkin in the meantime was to allow unto 
William and Elizabeth (sic) sufficient and appropriate meat, drink and 
apparel, and train them up in some honest exercise or occupation and 
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pay £6 13s. 4d. to the chamberlain, to the use of William, Elizabeth 
and Alice, before 13th August 1578. 

Guarantors: John Harnoe and John Hare, who were to be replaced within one 
month if they should die, come to poverty or withdraw from the city. 

Will: Wadley, Wills, no. 331: Roger Clasbock, father of John Clasbock, 
deceased. Given June 10th 1575, proved August 8th 1575. [Roger left 
£20 13s. 4d. to be divided equally between his four grandchildren. 
Wadley suggests both Roger and Maud died of plague. If these dates 
are all correct, a whole year passed between the death of Roger and 
the handing over of his legacy to the chamberlain, rather than the 20 
days he specified in his will.] 


ff.148v-149r. A new recognizance was taken on 23rd November, 19 Elizabeth [1576] 
for Elizabeth Clasbock, daughter of John, granddaughter of Roger, shearman, in 
which Jenkyn Appowell, tailor, uncle to Elizabeth and sole executor of Roger’s will, 
was appointed guardian and was to deliver £10 on the Feast of St James the Apostle 
[25th July]. Guarantor was John Barow, shearman, who owed £20. A marginal note 
states that this recognizance was annulled and a new one taken on f.150 (sic). 
f.149r. A new recognizance was taken on 23rd November, 19 Elizabeth [1576] 
for Alice Clasbock in which John Barow, shearman, was appointed her guardian, 
and was to deliver £10 to Robert Halton at her full age or her death. John Mervin, 
clothier, and Humfrey Gwillm, weaver, were guarantors of £20. 

f.151v. A new recognizance was taken for William and Elizabeth Clasbock on 
August 30th, 19 Elizabeth [1577] before mayor John Wade. Jenckyn Appowle, 
tailor, was guardian, with John Barow, shearman, as guarantor, owing chamberlain 
Robert Halton £20. Jenkyn was to find, maintain and allow to William sufficient 
and convenient meat, drink and apparel and train and bring him up in some lawful 
science or occupation during the space of the next fourteen years, and pay £10 to the 
chamberlain for William’s use. Jenkyn was also to provide sufficient and convenient 
meat, drink and apparel for Elizabeth during her minority and not marriage. And he 
was to replace any dead, decayed or withdrawn sureties within one month. 


f.141v. Mayor John Prewett [1575-6]. John Browne, alderman, and Thomas 
Warren, former sheriff, Assistants in Orphans’ Causes. 


Thomas, William, John, sons of Thomas Aprice alias Evans,. 


Folio: 141v-142r [see f.121r]. 


Robert, Edith and Agnes Priest. 


Folio: 142r. 

Date: 4th May, 18 Elizabeth [4th May 1576]. 

Orphans: Robert Priest, George Rowsley’s servant, Edith Priest and cousin 
Agnes Priest. 

Ages: ng. 


Guardian: John Chaundler, who married George Rowsley’s widow. 
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Inheritance: 


Guarantors: 


Will: 


£30, left in the will of George Rowsley, £10 to each, which was to be 
paid from the rent of George’s shop, received yearly at St James’s Fair. 
And John was to provide meat, drink and apparel. 

John Tawney and Walter Baynam, who were to be replaced within one 
month if they should die, fall into poverty or withdraw from the city. 
Wadley, Wills, no. 333: George Rowsley. Given September 26th (no 
year), proved August 18th 1575. 


Marginal note: memo that 15th February 1581 Robert Priest acknowledged receipt 
of £10 and the recognizance was annulled. 


Thomas, Margaret and Amy, children of Hugh Mathews/Mathow. 


Folio: 

Date: 
Orphans: 
Ages: 
Guardian: 
Inheritance: 


Guarantors: 


Will: 


142v. 

29th May, 18 Elizabeth [29th May 1576]. 

Thomas, Margaret and Amy Mathews, children of Hugh, pewterer. 
n.g. 

Richard Courte, shoemaker. 

£20, to be divided between the children at age 18 and not before, and 
if any died before then, their portion was to be divided between ‘the 
longer livers’. And Richard was to provide sufficient meat, drink and 
apparel. 

John Addies, pewterer, [brother-in-law of Hugh and overseer of his 
will] and Laurence Walley, skinner, owed Robert Halton, chamberlain, 
£40, and they were to be replaced within a month if any should die, 
fall into poverty or withdraw from the city. 

Wadley, Wills, no. 335: Hugh Mathow. Given July 24th 1575, proved 
August 18th 1575. 


Katherine, daughter of William Yeman. 


Folio: 


142v [see ff.128v-129v]. 


Grandchildren of Thomas and Welthian Bette. 


Folio: 

Date: 
Orphans: 
Ages: 
Guardian: 
Inheritance: 
Guarantors: 


Will: 


143r. 

28th June, 18 Elizabeth [28th June 1576]. 

Grandchildren of Thomas and Welthian Bette. 

n.g. 

Welthian Bette, widow of Thomas Bette. 

Not specified, but in Thomas’s will, 40s. apiece. 

Thomas Yngman, shearman, and Thomas Dixon, ‘gonn(er)’, owed 
Robert Halton, chamberlain, £30, and they were to be replaced within 
a month if they should die or decay. 

Wadley, Wills, no. 334: Thomas Bettes, yeoman. Given October 13th 
1575, proved November 29th 1575. 


ff.272r and 279v. A new recognizance was taken on f.272r, and repeated exactly on 
f.279v, on Ist May, 29 Elizabeth [1587], before mayor William Hickes, in which 
William Jones, soapmaker, agreed to pay the unspecified legacy to the grandchildren 
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of Thomas Bette, and his guarantor was John Hopkins, stationer, who owed Nicholas 
Thorne £30. 


Thomas, Joan, Joyce, Agnes, children of John White. 


Folio: 1431r-v. 

Date: Tuesday 17th July, 18 Elizabeth [17th July 1576]. 

Orphans: Thomas, Joan, Joyce, Agnes White, children of John, shoemaker. 
Ages: ng. 


Guardian: Joan, widow of John White, shoemaker. 

Inheritance: John White left the lease of his house to his son Thomas, and John’s 
widow Joan was to pay Thomas 6s. 8d. per annum so long as she 
occupied the same, and John also left £10 ‘at the guidinge of his 
said wiffe to fynde him at schole’. And he bequeathed £10 to each 
of the three girls at the day of their marriage. And if his wife should 
marry again, she was to pay the daughters £20 each. And if any of the 
children died, their portion was to be divided amongst the ‘residewe’. 
And Joan was to provide meat, drink and apparel during the time of 
their minority and not marriage. 

Guarantors: Thomas Fawkett, glover and John Rothell, brewer and overseer, owed 
Robert Halton, chamberlain, £80. 

Will: Wadley, Wills, no. 342: John White, shoemaker and innholder. Given 

n.d., proved November 11th 1575. [In this will, Thomas, Joyce, Joan, 
Agnes were given bequests and another daughter, Margaret, was to 
have £20 on the day of her marriage.] 
Wadley, Wills, no. 432: Joan Whyte, widow. Given August 21st 1592, 
proved September 22nd 1592. [This is probably the same Joan, widow 
of John and guardian of the children. A witness to her will was John 
Woodwarde, probably her son-in-law, see below.] 


f.143r. Marginal note: annulled because John Woodwarde, who married Joyce 
White, acknowledged receipt of Joyce’s portion on 8th March, 25 Elizabeth [1583], 
before mayor Thomas Aldworth. 

f.260v. A new recognizance was taken on 10th March, 25 Elizabeth [1583] before 
mayor Thomas Aldworth, for Thomas, Joan and Agnes White, in which John 
Woodwarde, fletcher, owed £60 to the chamberlain for the use of these three children. 
[He was presumably the husband of Joyce White, mentioned in the marginal note to 
f.143r above, and therefore son-in-law to Joan, the widow of John.] The conditions 
were the same as before, with Joan, widow of John and mother of the children, 
charged with their upbringing and care. [When Joan died in 1592, she left legacies 
to John Woodwarde and his children Thomas, Joyce and Anne, but there was no 
mention of their mother Joyce, who was perhaps dead by this time.] 

[Nicholas White, whose recognizance is given on f.163r below and whose guardian 
was Joan White, widow of John, may be a relative, while George and Grace White, 
whose recognizances appear on f.144r below, are probably from a different family, 
that of John White, merchant.] 
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James, Katherine, Alice, children of John Cottrell. 


Folio: 143v, 144r—v, 145r [3 recognizances, one for each orphan]. 

Date: 13th June, 18 Elizabeth 
[13th June 1576] for James and Alice [one recognizance for each]; 
16th June, 18 Elizabeth 
[16th June 1576] for Katherine. 

Orphans: James, Katherine, Alice Cottrell, children of John, merchant. 

Ages: n.g. [James was 4 years 9 months - see f.156 below]. 

Guardian: John Ashe, merchant. 

Inheritance: James: £500 and the lease of John’s dwelling house in Christmas 
Street, with all the “ymplementes and furniture thereunto belonginge’ , 
which John’s widow should hold until James came of age and also 
John’s ‘chaine of goulde’ which he left at home. And if any of his 
children should die underage, their portion was to go to the ‘over 
lyuer or longest liuer’. John Ashe was to provide meat, drink and all 
necessities. 

Katherine: £200, to be divided between the surviving children if she 
should die underage, and also one cypress chest. 

Alice: £300, a cypress chest and a diamond gold ring, to be divided 
between her siblings if she should die underage. And John was to 
provide sufficient and convenient meat, drink and apparel during her 
minority. 

Guarantors: For James: Richard Cole, mercer and William Prewett, woollen draper, 
owed Robert Halton, chamberlain, 1,000 marks (£666 13s. 4d.). 

For Katherine: William Younge, merchant, owed Robert Halton 50 
marks (£33 6s. 8d.). 

For Alice: John Roberts, draper and Thomas Aldworth, merchant, 
owed Robert Halton chamberlain £50. 

All the guarantors were to be replaced within one month if they should 
die or come to poverty or withdraw from the city. 

Will: Wadley, Wills, no. 340: John Cottrell. Given October 28th 1575, 
proved April 5th 1576. [The will indicates that John died at sea or 
abroad. His wife Alice was designated executor. ] 


f.143v. Marginal note to recognizance for James Cottrell: this recognizance was 
discharged by order of Robert Halton because a new recognizance was taken, as 
appears on f.156. 

f.145r. Marginal note to recognizance for Alice Cottrell: memo that 8th June, 
30 Elizabeth, 1588, Nicholas Thorne, chamberlain, before mayor John Barnes, 
acknowledged receipt of £300 in full satisfaction of this recognizance, which sum 
the chamberlain gave to John Barons junior who married Alice Cottrell. Therefore, 
this recognizance is discharged. 

f.156v. A new recognizance was taken for James Cottrell on 16th August, 23 
Elizabeth [1581] in which an additional note, in English, states that he was baptised 
on 5th September 1571, as certified by William Davells, curate of St John the Baptist, 
2nd September 1582. A new guardian, John Keir, gentleman, agreed to pay James 
£500 and all other legacies bequeathed to him, at the age of 21. Guarantors were 
John Roberts and William Prewett, drapers, owing Robert Halton, chamberlain, 
one thousand marks (£666 13s. 4d.). This recognizance was crossed through with 
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a marginal note in English and Latin: memo that James Cotterell, 2nd September 
1592, 34 Elizabeth, before Walter Stanfast, mayor, John Browne, Thomas Aldworth 
and Richard Cole, aldermen, acknowledged himself satisfied of all sums of money 
mentioned in the recognizance, which is thus ‘voyde’. 


Grace and George. children of John White. 


Folio: 
Date: 


Orphans: 
Ages: 
Guardians: 


Inheritance: 


Guarantors: 


Will: 


144r, 147v [2 recognizances]. 

17th July, 18 Elizabeth 

[17th July 1576] for Grace. 

26th October, 18 Elizabeth — John Wade mayor [1576-7] 

[26th October 1576] for George. 

Grace and George White, children of John, merchant. 

ng. 

Thomas Rowland of London, silkman, for Grace. 

John Welshe, shipwright, for George. 

Grace: Goods, chattels and implements of ‘householdstuffe’ allowed 
to her as her seventh part viz: in pewter, the value of 45s. 5d.; in brass 
the value of 9s. 7d.; in latten the value of 2s.; in linen the value of 48s. 
4d.; in tapestry the value of £3 13s. 10d.; in bedding the value of £5 8s. 
3d.; in plate the value of 30s.; all of which amounted to £15 7s. 10d. 
and were to be delivered to Grace by Thomas Rowland at age 21 or 
on her wedding day. And Thomas was to find meat, drink and apparel 
during her minority, not marriage. 

George: 100 marks (£66 13s. 4d.), to be paid at age 21, and if he 
should die earlier, then his portion was to be divided according to 
John’s will. And John Welshe was to pay George’s expenses, for the 
tables and funding at all times from the time he departed from Bristol 
‘towardes the parties of beyond the seas’ until his return to Bristol 
again. And John Welshe was to see him safely conveyed and brought 
home as shortly as conveniently may be and also to find meat, drink 
and apparel during his minority. 

For Grace: Richard Kytchyn, clothier and John Clarke, vintner, owed 
Robert Halton, chamberlain, £30. 

For George: Nicholas Blake, soapmaker, and John Caro, vintner, owed 
Robert Halton, chamberlain, 200 marks. 

They were all to be replaced within one month if they should die, 
decay or withdraw from the city. 

Wadley, Wills, no. 319: John White, merchant. Given November 26th 
1569, proved May Ist 1570 at London. [In John’s will, seven children 
are named, including George and Grace. The fact that Grace’s portion 
is described in the recognizance as “her seventh part’ suggests that the 
other children were still living in July 1576 and probably Grace was 
the youngest daughter. A sister, Elizabeth, is described in the will as 
serving an ‘apprentishoode’ in London, and it is possible that this was 
also the case for Grace whose guardian was a silkman of London. ] 


f.147v. Marginal note to recognizance for George White: discharged by order of 
John Wade, mayor, 26th April, 19 Elizabeth [1577] because John Welshe made 
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assurance of one messuage with appurtenances as security for the legacy to George, 
which assurance remains in the Office of Orphans. 

[The White children whose recognizances appear on ff.143r—v above were probably 
from a different family, that of John White, upholsterer and innkeeper. Orphan 
Nicholas White, f.163r, was probably related to this innkeeping family.] 


Katherine, daughter of John Cottrell. 
Folio: 144r [see f.143v]. 


Elizabeth, daughter of John Suche. 
Folio: 144v [see ff.110v-116v]. 


Alice, daughter of John Cottrell. 
Folio: 145r [see f.143v]. 


Joan, daughter of William Yeman. 


Folio: 145v [see ff.128v-129v]. 


Florence Williams. 


Folio: 145v. 

Date: Unknown day in September, 18 Elizabeth [September 1576]. 
Orphan: Florence Williams, daughter of — (sic). 

Age: n.g. 


Guardian: William Loyd, cardmaker. 

Inheritance: £10 to be paid at Florence’s day of marriage, and William Loyd was to 
provide meat, drink and apparel during her minority and not marriage. 

Guarantors: William Gybbe, shoemaker, and John Nightingal senior, wiredrawer, 
owed Robert Halton £20 and they were to be replaced if they should 
die, come to poverty or withdraw from the city. 

Will: None found. 


Crossed through. Note below: on 2nd March, 34 Elizabeth, 1591, the present 
recognizance was discharged before Walter Stanfast, mayor. 


Stone bequest to divers orphans and children. 


Folio: 146r [and see f.1311—-v]. 

Date: 19th September, 18 Elizabeth [19th September 1576]. 

Orphans: Divers orphans and children [Anthony, Elizabeth and Joan Stone and 
Susanna Usforde]. 

Ages: n.g. 

Guardian: Joan Stone, widow of John Stone, alderman. 

Inheritance: Unspecified bequests and legacies. 
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Guarantors: 


Will: 


Anthony Standbanck, former mayor and relative of Joan Stone, and 
Edmund Roberts, clothier, [both overseers of John’s will], owed 
Robert Halton, chamberlain, 200 marks (£133 6s. 8d.), and other 
securities had to be found if they should die or decay or withdraw 
from the city. 

Wadley, Wills, no. 339: John Stone. Given June 24th 1575, proved 
August Ist 1575. [John Stone appears to have had no surviving 
children of his own and left various legacies to relations and others.] 
Wadley, Wills, no. 428: Joan Stone. Given April 30th 1590, proved 
July 3rd 1590. 


Marginal note: memo that 6th April 1592, Thomas Brocke, executor of the will of 
Joan Stone, executor of the will of John Stone, alderman, declared himself satisfied 
with the legacies given to Anthony, Elizabeth and Joan Stone and Susanna Usforde. 
Therefore, the recognizance was discharged. Signed: Walter Standfast, mayor. 


Joan, Thomas and Julian, children of Thomas Pitte. 


Folio: 

Date: 
Orphans: 
Ages: 
Guardian: 
Inheritance: 


Guarantors: 


Will: 


146r. 

19th September, 18 Elizabeth 19th September 1576]. 

Joan, Thomas and Julian Pitte, children of Thomas, tucker. 

ng. 

Thomas Higgyns, shearman. 

£5 to each child, since when Thomas Pitte had died and so his portion 
was to go to his two surviving sisters. And Thomas Higgens was to 
find sufficient and convenient meat, drink and apparel during their 
minority and not marriage. 

John Jacob, pointmaker and William Higgens, baker, owed Robert 
Halton, chamberlain, £30, and they were to be replaced within one 
month if they should die, decay or withdraw from the city. 

None found. 


Giles, Robert, Nicholas, Richard, William, John, Ralph, Alice, children of John 


Boydell. 
Folio: 
Date: 
Orphans: 
Ages: 


Guardian: 


Inheritance: 


146y-147r [2 recognizances, one for Alice, one for the other orphans]. 
15th October, year eighteenth [15th October 1576]. 

Giles, Robert, Nicholas, Richard, William, John, Ralph, Alice Boydell, 
children of John, vintner. 

n.g., but Giles and Robert were born in 1556 or earlier, Richard was 
born in 1562 and William in 1563 [see notes below]. 

Elizabeth Boydell, widow of John [not mentioned in the first 
recognizance for the boys, where only the guarantors were named, but 
she was clearly designated as responsible for the upbringing of all the 
children in the recognizance for Alice]. 

£20 to each child, to be paid at their full age, and £40 to Alice. Since 
John senior’s death in 1575, John junior and Ralph had died, and their 
portions were to be divided equally between the remaining children. 
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Also £5 each was to be delivered to Mary and Richard Woodward, 
children of Christopher Woodward, John senior’s grandchildren. 

Guarantors: Christopher Woodward, merchant, [son-in-law and overseer of John’s 
will], Thomas Callohyll, apothecary, and William Yeman the younger, 
grocer, owed Robert Halton, chamberlain, £200, and were to be 
replaced within one month if they should die, decay or withdraw from 
the city. 

Will: Wadley, Wills, no. 338: John Boydell. Given 15th August 1575, 
proved October 29th 1575. [In this will, an older son, Benjamin, is 
named, and two married daughters: Elizabeth, married to guarantor 
Christopher Woodward, and Anne, married to Richard Honye.] 


ff.146v-147r. An undated part of a recognizance for Alice Boydell (the Condition) 
named Elizabeth Boydell, her mother, as guardian, with responsibility for providing 
meat, drink, clothing and for the training and bringing up of all the children at 
her own cost. Elizabeth, Christopher Woodward, Thomas Callowhill and William 
Yeman junior were to pay Alice £40 at age 21 or on her marriage. In the margin it is 
stated that this recognizance was annulled. 

f.146v. Marginal note: memo that 15th October, 18 Elizabeth [1576], before John 
Prewett, mayor, Elizabeth Boydell, widow of John, Christopher Woodward, mercer, 
Thomas Callowhill, apothecary, and William Yeman junior, grocer, recognized 
owing Robert Halton, chamberlain, £200 for the the benefit and use of Alice Boydell. 
f.146v. Marginal note: memo that Ist March, 19 Elizabeth [1577], Christopher 
Woodward came before Philip Langley, mayor, who, in the Court of Orphans and 
under his seal, acquitted him of £40 as satisfaction of the portions of Giles and 
Robert, and a further £20 through the deaths of Nicholas, John and Ralph, and so the 
amount owed in this recognizance was reduced by £60. 

f.146v. Marginal note: memo that 2nd April, 27 Elizabeth [1585], William Boydell, 
before mayor Thomas Rowland and aldermen, acknowledged receipt on 17th July 
past of £20 owed to him. William acknowledged receiving this sum from Christopher 
Woodward, Thomas Callowhill and William Yeman by virtue of the administrators 
of the goods and chattels and rents given to his brother, Richard, at age 21 in April 
1583, who subsequently died intestate on 27th February 1584. 

f.146v. Marginal note: William Boydell came before William Hicke [mayor 1586] 
and testified to the receipt of £19 in two separate payments from Elizabeth Boydell, 
his mother, as the portions of Richard, Nicholas, John and Ralph, deceased, which 
were owed to William as the survivor. And this recognizance was discharged. 
f.146v. Note below: memo that Ralph Sandes, who married Alice Boydell, came 
before William Hopkins, mayor, and acknowledged receipt from Christopher 
Woodward and Thomas Callowhill, of £50 viz: £10 owed to her after the death of 
her three brothers, Nicholas, John and Ralph, in full satisfaction. 30th December, 33 
Elizabeth [1590]. 

[Unusually, a description of John Boydell’s property, the Horse’s Head, on the corner 
of High Street and Wine Street, and a tenement on High Street occupied by William 
Yeman the elder, has survived in an inventory.]*” 


“7” See Roger Leech, The Town House in Medieval and Early Modern Bristol, ed. Catherine Bradley 
(English Heritage, 2014), pp.162—4, 387-8. 
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Toby. William, John, Alice, Agnes, Mary, Elizabeth, children of John Paine/Payne 


alias Fletcher. 


Folio: 
Date: 
Orphans: 


Ages: 


Guardian: 
Inheritance: 


Guarantors: 


Will: 


1471-v. 

19th September, 18 Elizabeth [19th September 1576]. 

Toby, William, John, Alice, Agnes, Mary, Elizabeth Paine, children of 
John Payne alias Fletcher, draper. 

ng. 

Henry Nailor, who married Alice, widow of John Paine. 

To all the children, £5 apiece, and to Toby the house where John 
Paines’s mother was living. Henry Nailor and Alice, during the 
minority and not marriage of the children, were to find meat, drink 
and apparel for them. 

John Barnce and Michael Winslow, and if they should die or decay or 
withdraw from the city, they were to be replaced within one month. 
Wadley, Wills, no. 337: John Paine alias Fletcher, draper. Given July 
22nd 1575, proved 2nd November 1575. 


f.147v. Mayor John Wade [1576-7]. 


George. son of John White. 


Folio: 


147v [see f.144r]. 


Thomas, son of John Curteis/Curties. 


Folio: 

Date: 
Orphan: 
Age: 
Guardian: 
Inheritance: 


Guarantors: 


Will: 


148r. 

23rd November, 19 Elizabeth [23rd November 1576]. 

Thomas Curteis, son of John, cook. 

ng. 

Elizabeth, widow of John Curteis. 

£24 and the messuage and tenement where John Curteis dwelt, 
together with all the evidence and writings concerning the same, and 
half a dozen silver spoons and other legacies mentioned in John’s will. 
And Elizabeth was to find meat, drink and apparel for Thomas. 
Walter David, glover, and David Jones, innholder, both overseers of 
the will, owed Robert Halton 200 marks (£150). 

Wadley, Wills, no. 348: John Curties. Given May 16th 1576, proved 
June 8th 1576. [As well as his bequest to Thomas, John’s daughter, 
Marjorie, was also to receive £24 at age 21 in this will.] 


Children of Ralph Scaltock. 


Folio: 


148r [see f.131v]. 


William and John, sons of Edmund Wood/Woode. 


Folio: 


148v [see ff.138r—v]. 
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Alice and Elizabeth, daughters of John, granddaughters of Roger Clasbock. 


Folio: 


149r [see f.141v]. 


Children of William Badman/Bodmin. 


Folio: 

Date: 
Orphans: 
Ages: 
Guardian: 
Inheritance: 


Guarantors: 


Will: 


149v [and see following recognizance below]. 

30th December, 19 Elizabeth [30th December 1576]. 

[4] Children of William Badman. 

n.g. 

David Walter of Hutton in Somerset, husbandman. 

£40, that is to say £10 to each child, and if any should die, their portion 
was to go to the survivors. And David was to allow the children 
sufficient and convenient meat, drink and apparel during the time of 
minority and not marriage. 

Richard Swetnam and Miles Deconson, merchants, owed Robert 
Halton, chamberlain, £80, and they were to be replaced within one 
month if they should die, decay or withdraw from Bristol. 

Wadley, Wills, no. 344: William Bodman, shipwright. Given 
September 4th 1575, proved December Sth 1575. [The will states that 
William had four children, of whom Thomas and John are named, but 
the recognizance does not confirm that William was a shipwright. It 
is possible that there is a connection between this recognizance and 
those taken for the three Bodman orphans between 1580 and 1582, see 
following recognizance below]. 


Marginal note: memo that 4th September, 24 Elizabeth [1582], this recognizance was 
annulled by order of Philip Langley, mayor, because the portion of Anne Bodmin 
was received by Henry Oliver as witnessed by Henry Griffiths; John Welshe and 
John Bodman were satisfied and other portions have other recognizances. 


f.154v. Mayor Philip Langley [1581-2]. 
Henry. Joan, Elizabeth, children of William Bodman/Badman. 


Folio: 
Date: 


Orphans: 
Ages: 


Guardians: 


Inheritance: 


154v-155r, 1611—-v [3 recognizances — and see f.149v above]. 
4th February, 22 Elizabeth 

[4th February 1580] - for Elizabeth. 

the last day of August, 24 Elizabeth 

[31st August 1582] - for Henry. 

1st September, 24 Elizabeth 

[1st September 1582] - for Joan. 

Henry, Joan, Elizabeth Bodman, children of William, shipwright. 
n.g., but Henry was probably born in 1568 and Joan in 1571, both 
receiving their inheritances at age 21 [see notes below on ff.161r,161v]. 
William Seyman of West Hewish [Huishe] in Co. Somerset, gentleman, 
for Henry; 

John Welshe, merchant, for Joan. 

John White, sailor, for Elizabeth. 

Henry: William Seyman was to pay Henry £10 at age 21. 
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Joan: John Welshe was to pay Joan Bodman £10 on her day of marriage 
or at age 21. 
Elizabeth: John White, sailor, was to pay Elizabeth £10 at age 21 or on 
her marriage. 
All the guardians were to provide meat, drink, apparel and other 
necessities for the orphans’ maintenance according to their estate, 
calling and degree. 

Guarantors: For Henry: Giles Bitfield, merchant and Thomas Ryder, skinner, owed 
Robert Halton, chamberlain, £20. 
For Joan: John Caroe, vintner, and Henry Griffith, tailor, owed Robert 
Halton, chamberlain £20. 
For Elizabeth: Nicholas Cutt, merchant, and Henry Griffeth, tailor, 
who owed Robert Halton, chamberlain, £20. 
All the guarantors were to be replaced if they should die, decay or 
withdraw from the city. 

Will: Wadley, Wills,no.344: William Bodman, shipwright. Given September 
4th 1575, proved December 5th 1575. [It seems probable that Henry, 
Joan and Elizabeth were three of the four unnamed children referred 
to in this will, and that the only two named sons, Thomas and John, 
had already received their inheritance.] 


f.161r. Marginal note: memo that 14th November, 31 Elizabeth [1589] Giles Bitfield 
and Thomas Rider, guarantors of the sum of £10 for Henry Bodman, paid £5 each to 
the chamberlain and so this recognizance was discharged. 

f.161r. Note below recognizance for Henry Bodman: afterwards, viz: 18th of 
aforesaid month, Henry received the sum of £10 through the security of Margaret 
Muttleberry, his mother, former wife of William Bodman, in the presence of William 
Burd, mayor, and aldermen of orphans’ causes, and delivered the sum to Henry at the 
age of 21 on 18th November Elizabeth 32 [1589]. 

f.161v. Recognizance for Joan Bodman crossed through. Marginal note: memo that 
29th January, 33 Elizabeth [1591] before mayor Richard Cole, Joan collected £10 
from the hand of John Caroe and so the recognizance was discharged. Signed: Ham. 
f.16lv. A new recognizance was taken for Elizabeth Bodman on December 14th’ 
24 Elizabeth [1581], in which her guardian was now named as Joan Whyte, widow 
of John, sailor, Elizabeth’s previous guardian. Joan, and John Palmer, baker, owed 
Robert Halton £20 and Joan was to pay Elizabeth £10 at age 21 or on her marriage 
day and was to find her meat, drink and apparel at Joan’s cost and charge. 


f.149v. Mayor John Wade [1576-7]. 
John, son of Edmund Woode. 
Folio: 149v [see ff.1381r—v]. 


Ellen, daughter of Thomas Harris/Harries/Harrys. 


Folio: 150r. 
Date: 26th February, 19 Elizabeth [26th February 1577]. 
Orphan: Ellen Harris, daughter of Thomas. 
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Age: 
Guardian: 
Inheritance: 


Guarantors: 
Will: 


12 years or thereabouts. 

Thomas Fawkett, whittawer, with whom Ellen was in service. 

£10, bequeathed by William Carr, late alderman, to the marriage of 
Ellen, who was then living with William James’s widow in the parish 
of St James but was now put to service of Thomas Fawkett and 
committed to his government. Thomas was to pay Ellen £10 on her 
day of marriage, and if she should die beforehand, then to pay £10 to 
John Ashe, sheriff, and to Richard Cole, mercer, executors of Thomas 
Carr’s will, within one month of her death. And Thomas Fawkett 
was to find Ellen sufficient and convenient food, drink and apparel 
‘duringe the tyme of her not mariage’. 

William Yeman junior, grocer, owed Robert Halton, chamberlain, £20. 
Wadley, Wills, no. 328: William Carr, merchant. Given 10th January 
1574, proved 16th May 1575. [There is no mention of Ellen in this 
will.] 


Recognizance for Ellen Harris on f.150r is partly crossed through. Marginal note: 
memo that 26th February, 28 Elizabeth [1586] before Richard Cole, mayor, John 
Reclye, who married Elena Harrys, acknowledged receipt of £10 and so this 
recognizance was cancelled. 


William and Elizabeth, children of William Ridges. 


Folio: 

Date: 
Orphans: 
Ages: 
Guardian: 
Inheritance: 


Guarantors: 


Will: 


150v. 

27th May, 19 Elizabeth [27th May 1577]. 

William and Elizabeth Ridges, children of William, tailor. 

n.g. 

John Cromewell, hooper. 

Divers implements and household utensils, and John Cromwell was to 
allow sufficient meat, drink and apparel during the orphans’ minority 
and not marriage. 

John Wylkes, baker, and Simon Despeser, hooper, owed Robert 
Halton, chamberlain, £40, and they were to be replaced within one 
month if they should die, come to poverty or withdraw from Bristol. 
Wadley, Wills, no. 336: William Ridges, tailor. Given September 26th, 
1575, proved October 7th 1575 and burial on September 27th 1575. 


Recognizance for William and Elizabeth Ridges on f.150v is partly crossed through 
but with no explanation or additional information. 


Lewis. son of Francis Coston/Cossom. 


Folio: 
Date: 
Orphan: 
Age: 
Guardians: 


150v. 

10th July, 19 Elizabeth [10th July 1577]. 

Lewis Coston, son of Francis Coston, merchant. 

n.g. 

Howell alias Hugh Williams of Brecknock [Brekock] and William 
Jones, chandler. 
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Inheritance: £6 13s. 4d., to be delivered according to Francis’s will, and Williams 
and Jones were to provide meat, drink and apparel and train Lewis in 
some godly exercise or art. 

Guarantors: The guardians, who owed Robert Halton 20 marks (£13 6s. 8d.) 
and were to be replaced within a month if they should die, decay or 
withdraw from the city. 

Will: Tudor Wills, no.4: Francis Coston. Given 9th November 1570, proved 

10th May 1571. [Francis left £6 13s. 4d. to his daughter Alice in 
addition to his bequest to Lewis.] 
Wadley, Wills, no. 345: Thomas Fitzieffrey, ironmonger. Given 
October 3rd 1575, proved December 5th 1575. [Lewis was left 20s. by 
his stepfather, Thomas Fitzjeffrey, and 10s. was left to his sister Alice, 
to be kept for them by their mother, Anne, until they came of age.] 


f.150v. Notes in margin and below: this recognizance was discharged 22nd January, 
20 Elizabeth [1578] before William Tucker and Thomas Rowland, Assistants in 
Orphans’ Causes, because Walter Williams, executor of the will of Howell Williams, 
gave Thomas Rowland £6 13s. 4d. together with £2 6s. 8d., which Howell Williams 
gave Lewis Coston, and 20s. through Thomas Fitzjeffrey, given to the same Lewis, 
in total amounting to £10. 

f.150v. Note below: annulled because another recognizance was taken by William 
Perfay et al, as appears on folio 153. 

f.153r. A new recognizance was taken for Lewce Coston on 5th February, 20 
Elizabeth [1578] before Thomas Colston in which Alice Williams, widow, had 
custody of Lewce, together with the sum of £10, and she was to pay him £10 at age 
21 and provide meat, drink and apparel meanwhile. Her guarantors were William 
Parfey, vintner, and Richard Johnson, tailor, who owed Robert Halton £20 and were 
to be replaced within one month if they should die, decay or withdraw from the city. 
f.258r. A new recognizance was taken for Lewis Cossom on 12th December, 26 
Elizabeth [1583] before Walter Pikes in which John Barnard of Shepton Mallett 
in Co. Somerset, clothier, took Lewis into service as an apprentice, promising to 
pay him £10 at the end of the apprenticeship and meanwhile to provide sufficient 
meat, drink, lodging and apparel appropriate to his degree and calling, and have him 
well educated. John Barnard was to “bring him uppe in suche manner & Fourme 
as yt was agreed uppon betweene al at the tyme of byndynge of the said Lewes in 
Apprintice unto him the said John Barnard as by the writting thereof made more 
planely appearethe’. Guarantors were Robert Sandford, merchant, and David 
Oldfild, shearman, of Bristol, who owed £20 to Nicholas Thorne, chamberlain, ‘ad 
usum Ludovico Cossom’. 

f.258r. A note below states that, on 29th July, 31 Elizabeth [1589] John Barnard paid 
Nicholas Thorne, chamberlain, £10 and the recognizance was discharged. Ham. 
f.258r. A further note declared that on the same day and year, the said chamberlain, 
with the agreement of mayor Robert Kitchin and the Assistants in Orphans’ Causes, 
repaid to John Barnard the sum of five marks (£3 13s. 4d.) because he ‘hathe bin 
robbed and deceved’ by Lewis Cosson of much more money, which John Barnard 
will at all times prove. 
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Joan, Rose, William, Margaret. children of John Porter, nieces and nephew of 
Edward Porter. 


Folio: 151r [2 recognizances, one separately for Joan, followed by 
another including her with the other three children]. 

Date: 8th August, 19 Elizabeth [8th August 1577]. 

Orphans: Joan, Rose, William and Margaret Porter, children of John, shoemaker, 
nieces and nephew of Edward Porter, draper. 

Ages: n.g., [but William was probably 10, see notes below]. 


Guardian: | Guardianship appointed by Peter Mathew to Robert Garrett of Oxford, 
gentleman, and his wife Elizabeth [possibly the children’s stepfather 
and mother.] 

Inheritance: £50 for Joan from the legacy of Edward Porter [her uncle, brother of 
her father John] to be paid at age 20, or the time of her marriage, and 
if she should die beforehand, the sum was to be disposed of according 
to the will. Robert Garrett was to provide meat, drink and apparel and 
bring her up well and appropriately. £50 each for the other children. 
[In his will, Edward left £100 to each child, half of which was to be 
kept by his wife Elizabeth and half by his overseers. William was to 
receive his money at age 26 and the girls on marriage or at age 20.] 

Guarantors: Peter Mathew, woollen draper and John Alkine, soapmaker, with John 
Gitto, merchant, owed Robert Halton chamberlain, £400, and if they 
should die, decay or withdraw from the city, they were to be replaced 
within one month. 

Will: Wadley, Wills, no. 349: Edward Porter, draper [and uncle of the 
children]. Given April 12th 1577, proved April 19th 1577. [The will 
reveals that the father of the children, John Porter, was still alive at the 
time the will was given, but that the children had long been in the care 
of Edward. No reason is given for this situation.] 


Joan Porter. 

f.151r. Marginal note: James Newton of Bristol, tailor, received from Robert Halton 
£50 in year 21 [1578-9] because James married Joan. Therefore, this recognizance is 
annulled because James declared himself satisfied before mayor John Robert. 
f.151r. Further marginal note: James Newton, who married Joan, came before 
Thomas Young, mayor, and acknowledged satisfaction of £50 owed to Joan through 
the hand of Peter Mathew. Therefore, this recognizance was annulled, 6th February, 
22 Elizabeth [1580]. 

William Porter. 

f.152r. A new recognizance was taken for William Porter on the last day of October, 
19 Elizabeth [1577], before Thomas Colston, mayor, in which Peter Mathew, draper, 
acknowledged receipt of £50 and custody of William, with Thomas Lucas, dyer, and 
Griffin Jones, upholsterer, owing Robert Halton, chamberlain, £100. A marginal note 
is dated 26th October, 30 Elizabeth [1588]. It shows that, before Robert Kitchen, 
mayor, Philip Langley, Assistant in Orphans’ Causes, and John Brown and John 
Barnes, aldermen, William Dawes, who was executor of the will of Peter Mathew, 
delivered to James Newton the sum of £50 as the portion of William Porter, together 
with the other sum of £50 remaining in the hands of Peter Mathews, which he, 
John Alkine and John Gytto held from Robert Halton, former chamberlain, through 
a recognizance of 8th August, 19 Elizabeth [1577]. James Newton, Christopher 
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Kedgui, grocer, and John Slye, soapmaker, acknowledged owing £200 to Nicholas 
Thorne, chamberlain, for the use of said William, for payment of £100 to William, 
according to the intention of the testament and last wishes of Edward Porter. 
Therefore, this recognizance, given 8th August 19 Elizabeth [1577] is discharged. 
Signed: Ham. 

f.151r. Recognizance for the Porter children is crossed through. Marginal note: 
memo that 26th October 1588 William Vawer, executor of the will of Peter Mathew, 
delivered £50, the portion of William Porter, to the said James Newton, by order 
and consent of the mayor Robert Kitchin and Assistants in Orphans’ Causes. [See 
Wadley, Wills, no. 413 for will of Peter Mathewe, draper, given on October Ist and 
proved on October 9th 1587. It makes no mention of the Porter children]. 

f.274v. Another recognizance was taken for William Porter on 26th October 
30 Elizabeth [1588] in which his father John was described as a shoemaker and 
his guardian was still James Newton, tailor. It was stated that William had been 
bequeathed £100 by his uncle, Edward Porter, and this sum had been given to James 
Newton by Peter Mathew, executor of the will. And James and his guarantors were 
to pay the money to William according to Edward’s will [at age 26], and to provide 
meat, drink and apparel for William and see him well educated and instructed. 
The guarantors, Christopher Kedgwyn, grocer, and John Slye, soapmaker, were 
unchanged, owing Nicholas Thorne £200 and they were to be replaced within one 
month if they should die, decay or withdraw from the city. The recognizance is 
crossed through. Marginal note: discharged before Thomas Aldworth, June 3rd, 35 
Elizabeth, 1593, because William Porter was satisfied and paid £100. Ham. 
Margaret Porter: 

f.151r. Further marginal note: Nicholas Thorne, chamberlain, acknowledged that he 
was Satisfied of £50 as the portion of Margaret Porter, 4th September 1586. 

f.151r. Note written below recognizances for Porter children: memo that 14th 
September 28 Elizabeth, 1586, in a hearing at the Tolsey [in loco audiente vocat 
le Tolsey de Bristol] before Richard Cole, mayor, and aldermen John Browne and 
Philip Langley, Thomas Wise, who married Margaret Porter, came into the presence 
of Nicholas Thorne, chamberlain, and with Margaret, his wife, acknowledged receipt 
of £50 as her portion, through the hands of Peter Mathew. 

Rose Porter. 

f.152v. Anew recognizance was taken for Rose Porter on 17th December, 20 Elizabeth 
[1577] before mayor Thomas Colston, in which George Baldwyn, gentleman, agreed 
to pay Rose Porter £50, as stipulated in the will of Edward Porter, woollen draper, 
and to find her meat, drink and apparel. Guarantors Thomas Taylor, glover and Roger 
Taylor, upholsterer, owed Robert Halton £100 and were to be replaced within one 
month if they should die, decay or withdraw from the city. 

f.151r. Further marginal note: the aforesaid chamberlain acknowledged similar 
satisfaction before Thomas Aldworth, mayor, on 6th December, 26 Elizabeth [1583] 
for the portion of Rose Porter as wife of William Palmer. 


William, son of John, grandson of Roger Clasbock. 
Folio: 15lv [see f.141v]. 
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f.151v. Mayor Thomas Colston [1577-8]. 
Alice, daughter of John Holland. 


Folio: 151v. 

Date: 12th October 19 Elizabeth [12th October 1577]. 

Orphan: Alice Holland, daughter of John, glover. 

Age: n.g. [but baptized at St John’s Church, April 7th 1574, therefore, 34; 
see Wadley, Wills, no. 350]. 

Guardian: Thomas Merrick, merchant. 


Inheritance: £58 at age 21 or time of marriage, and Thomas was to provide meat, 
drink and apparel and bring her up well and appropriately during her 
minority not marriage. 

Guarantors: John Merrick and Thomas Ryder, skinners, owed Robert Halton, 
chamberlain, £100 and they were to be replaced within one month if 
they should die, decay or withdraw from the city. 

Will: Wadley, Wills, no. 350: John Holland. Given 14th August 1575, proved 
October 24th 1575. [John’s will was written at a time of plague, and 
his wife Dorcas was ill. According to St John’s church records, John 
was buried there the day after his will was given.] 


f.151v marginal note: annulled because a new recognizance was taken before Philip 
Langley, mayor, and the debt was paid to Alice, as appears on f.157. 

f.157r. A new recognizance was taken for Alice on 14th December, 24 Elizabeth 
[1581], before mayor Philip Langley, in which Alice Merrick, widow of Thomas 
Merrick, merchant, took over as guardian, promising to pay Alice £58 at age 21 or 
on marriage, and to provide meat, drink and apparel and bring Alice up appropriately 
during her minority and not marriage. The guarantors were John Merrick, skinner, 
and John Caroe, vintner, who owed Robert Halton £116. 

This recognizance on f.157r is crossed through. Note below: memo that 3rd August, 
29 Elizabeth [1587], John Merrick and John Caroe came before mayor William 
Hickes, and before John Browne, Thomas Colston, Philip Langley, Nicholas Cole 
and John Barnes, and paid the chamberlain of the city £58 for the abovesaid use, 
which sum is in the treasury viz: in the ‘Barnestable Cheaste’, for use of said Alice, 
to be paid to her as said above. Therefore, the present recognizance is discharged as 
ordered by the mayor and aforesaid aldermen. 


Mary and Anne or Agnes, daughters of Roger Addams. 


Folio: 152r. 

Date: 27th October, 19 Elizabeth [27th October 1577]. 
Orphans: Mary and Anne Addams, daughters of Roger, soapmaker. 
Ages: ng. 


Guardian: Stephen Thruston/Thurston, soapmaker. 

Inheritance: £25: £12 10s. to each daughter at her time of marriage, and if either 
should die, then the inheritance was to be paid according to the will of 
Roger Addams. 

Guarantors: John Wade senior, upholsterer, and Clement Barnes, soapmaker, owed 
£50 and were to be replaced within one month if they should die, 
decay or withdraw from the city. 
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Will: Wadley, Wills, no. 353: Roger Addams. Given March 15th 1562 (?) 
No record of probate but St Ewen’s church records possibly show 
burial on June 12th 1564. [The will mentions three daughters, Mary, 
Elizabeth and Anne, and an unborn child, as well as a son Nicholas, 
born March 14th 1554, each of whom was left £10. One of these 
children had presumably died and their portion had been appointed to 
the surviving four, which explains the additional £2 10s. added to the 
portions of Mary and Anne.] 


f.152r. Marginal note: John Batten junior came before John Roberts mayor on 27th 
August, 21 Elizabeth [1579] and acknowledged receipt of £12 10s. owed to Mary 
Addams which he received as her husband. 

f.154v. A new recognizance was taken for Anne/Agnes Addams on 28th August, 
21 Elizabeth [1579] before mayor John Robartes, in which Stephen Thurston, 
soapmaker, promised to pay Ann £12 10s. at the day and time of her marriage. The 
guarantors were Walter Baker, brewer, and John Batten, carpenter, owing £24 to 
Robert Halton. 


William, son of John, nephew of Edward Porter. 


Folio: 152r [see f.151r]. 


Edith, Anne or Annis and Mary, daughters of John Hollaster/Hollyster,. 


Folio: 152v. 

Date: 17th December, 20 Elizabeth [17th December 1577]. 

Orphans: Edith, Anne and Mary Hollaster, daughters of John, merchant. 

Ages: ng. 

Guardian: Giles Byttfield, soapmaker [husband of John’s widow: see f.260r 
below]. 


Inheritance: £40 left to Anne by John Hollaster and £20 left to Edith together with 
another £20 left to her by John’s widow [as a bequest from John Yrishe, 
see f.260r]. If any child died, the money was to remain to those alive, 
and if all died, then the money was to go to John’s executors. Giles 
Byttfield was to pay the legacies and provide meat, drink and apparel 
during the minority, not marriage, of Edith and Anne. 

Guarantors: William Byttfield and William Yate, soapmakers, owed Robert Halton 
£200. 

Will: Wadley, Wills, no. 351: John Hollyster. Given July 29th 1575, proved 
July 29th 1577. [As well as the three daughters, a son, Richard, is also 
mentioned in the will.] 


f.152v. Recognizance for Edith and Anne Hollaster crossed through. Marginal note: 
this recognizance is annulled because another one was taken in place of William 
Yate. 

f.260r. A new recognizance was taken for Edith and Annis Hollaster on 19th March, 
25 Elizabeth [1583], before mayor Thomas Aldworth, in which Giles Bitfield, who 
married John Hollaster’s widow, ‘remayneth chargeable’ for the said portions. His 
guarantor was William Jones, soapmaker. This recognizance is crossed through and 


Part 2: A Summary of Entries in ‘The Register of Recognizances’, 1333-1594 223 


a marginal note declares it discharged on 22nd January 1591 before Walter Standfast, 
see f.152. 

f.152v. Further marginal note: memo that on 22nd February, 34 Elizabeth [1592] 
Walter Stanfast then mayor, Owin Meredeth, who married Anne Hollaster, 
acknowledged receipt of the sum owed him on behalf of his wife, and therefore 
another recognizance was written for Mary Hollaster and this one was annulled. 
Signed: Ham. 

‘New Register’, f.2r.°"" A recognizance was taken for Mary Hollaster on 22nd 
January, 34 Elizabeth [1592], before mayor Walter Stanfast in which Giles Bitfilde, 
merchant, promised to pay Mary Hollaster £20, as specified in her father’s will. The 
guarantors, owing Thomas Pitt, chamberlain, £40, were William Yate, soapmaker, 
and Nicholas Wynall, mercer. 


Rose, daughter of John, niece of Edward Porter. 


Folio: 152v [see f.151r]. 


Toby, Richard and Katherine, children of Edward Frenche. 


Folio: 153r. 

Date: 20th February, 20 Elizabeth [20th February 1578]. 

Orphans: Toby, Richard and Katherine Frenche, children of Edward, grocer. 
Ages: n.g. 


Guardian: Anne, widow of Edward Frenche. 

Inheritance: £60 to each child, according to the will of Edward, and Anne was to 
find them sufficient and convenient meat, drink and apparel during 
their minority, not marriage. 

Guarantors: Thomas Aldworth, merchant, and John Slye, soapmaker, owed Robert 
Halton, chamberlain, £300, and they were to be replaced within one 
month if they should die, decay or withdraw from the city. 

Will: Wadley, Wills, no. 352: Edward Frenche, grocer. Given July 27th 
1577, proved August 22nd 1577. 


f.153r. Marginal note: Toby Frenche claimed his inheritance Elizabeth 21 (sic) 
[1578-9] before John Roberts and declared himself fully satisfied of the £60 owed 
to him. 

f.153r. Further marginal note: annulled because another recognizance was taken, as 
appears on f.155. 

f.155r. A new recognizance was taken in year 22 Elizabeth (sic) [1579-80] before 
Thomas Younge, mayor, in which William Ricart, grocer, was to pay £60 each to 
Richard and Katherine Frenche, according to their father’s will, and was to provide 
sufficient and convenient meat, drink, lodging and apparel and bring them up in 
some honest science and occupation. His guarantors were Thomas Fawkett, glover, 
and William Yeman minor, grocer, who owed Robert Halton, chamberlain, £200. 
This recognizance is crossed through and a marginal note added: on 3rd March 
1596 before William Yate, Richard Frenche acknowledged receipt of £60, and the 


“8 ‘Recognizances for orphans 1594 —’, Bristol Archives, JOr/2/2. This volume is occasionally referred 
to as “The New Register’ in later recognizances and is cited in this publication only where relevant to 
families whose recognizances appear in ROR 1333-1594’, Bristol Archives, JOr/2/1 
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same day Edward Nicholls, grocer, who married Katherine French, received £60. 
Therefore, this recognizance is discharged and annulled. Signed: Ham. 


Lewis. son of Francis Coston. 


Folio: 153r [see f.150v]. 


John, Toby. George, Elizabeth, children of John Kittingall. 
Folio: 153v [see f.133v]. 


f.153v. Mayor John Robartes [1578-9]. 


Joan, daughter of William Evered/Everede. 


Folio: 153v. 

Date: 23rd December, 21 Elizabeth [23rd December 1578]. 
Orphan: Joan Evered, daughter of William. 

Age: ng. 

Guardian: John Parker, weaver. 


Inheritance: £3, to be paid at age 21 or at her marriage, and meanwhile John Parker 
was to allow Joan sufficient and convenient meat, drink and apparel. 

Guarantors: Richard Maye, gentleman, and William Stibbes, yeoman, owed Robert 
Halton £5 for the use of Joan Evered. 

Will: None found. 


f.162r. A new recognizance was taken for Joan Evered on 21st September, 24 
Elizabeth [1582], in which her guardians were named as John Parker, weaver, 
Nicholas Woulfe and Thomas Goodman, joiner. The guardians were to pay Joan £3 
at age 21 and to provide sufficient and convenient meat, drink, apparel and lodging 
according to her degree and calling and see her well educated and instructed. They 
owed Robert Halton £6. 

This recognizance for Joan Evered on f.162r is crossed through. A marginal note 
states that on 9th August, 33 Elizabeth [1591] before mayor William Hopkins, Joan 
Everede received £3 from John Parker, Nicholas Woulf and Johanna Goodman and 
the recognizance was discharged. 


John, son of Rowland, grandson of John Northall. 


Folio: 154r. 

Date: 11th July, 21 Elizabeth [11th July 1579]. 

Orphan: John Northall, son of Rowland, grandson and sole executor of John 
Northall, pewterer. 

Age: ng. 


Guardian: William Gibbs, shoemaker. 

Inheritance: John Northall senior bequeathed certain plate, implements and 
utensils, worth £78 16s., to be delivered by William Gibbs according 
to his will. And William was to provide sufficient and convenient 
meat, drink and apparel during John’s minority. 
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Guarantors: 


Will: 


Giles Davis and John Lewes, brewer, owed Robert Halton, 
chamberlain, £200 for the benefit and use of John Northall, and they 
were to be replaced within one month if they should die, decay or 
withdraw from the city. 

Wadley, Wills, no. 332: John Northall, pewterer. Given February 16th 
1572 and nuncupative codicil added July 29th 1574, proved June Sth 
1575. [John junior’s father, Rowland Northall, was still alive when 
John senior made his will.] 


Thomas, son of John Rowland.*” 


Folio: 

Date: 
Orphan: 
Age: 
Guardian: 
Inheritance: 


Guarantors: 


Will: 


1541r-v. 

3rd June, 21 Elizabeth [3rd June 1579]. 

Thomas Rowland, son of John, merchant. 

n.g. 

John Oliver, merchant ; 

John Oliver was to pay Thomas Rowland £30 at age 21 and if Thomas 
died before this, then payment was to be made according to the will 
of John Rowland. And John Oliver was to provide sufficient and 
convenient meat, drink and apparel for Thomas. 

Robert Sanford, merchant, and John Langley, fishmonger and father- 
in-law of John Rowland, owed Robert Halton, chamberlain, £60. 
Wadley, Wills, no. 347: John Rowland. Given n.d., proved May 18th 
1576. 


f.154r. Marginal note: this recognizance was discharged 27th August, 36 Elizabeth 
[1594] before Michael Pepwell and Richard Cole, one of the Assistants in Orphans’ 
Causes, because Thomas Rowland, son of John, acknowledged receipt of £30 from 
John Oliver, merchant. 


Agnes or Anne, daughter of Roger Addams. 


Folio: 


154v [see f.152r]. 


Elizabeth, daughter of William Bodman. 


Folio: 


154v-155r [see f.149v]. 


f.155r. Mayor Thomas Younge [1579-80]. 
Richard and Katherine, children of Edward French/Frenche. 


Folio: 


155r [see f.153r]. 


“® Thomas was probably the godson of his namesake Thomas Rowland, husband of widow Elizabeth 
Langford, who died in 1584. See ROR, f.158r and Wadley, Wills, no. 394. 
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Thomas, Nicholas and Elizabeth, children of Thomas Warden. 


Folio: 155v-156r [2 recognizances]. 

Date: 20th April, 22 Elizabeth 
[20th April 1580] for Thomas and Nicholas; 
day and month not given, 22 Elizabeth 
[1579-80] for Elizabeth. 

Orphans: Thomas, Nicholas and Elizabeth Warden, children of Thomas, 
merchant. 

Ages: ng. 

Guardians: Thomas Aldworth, merchant, and Erasmus Wright, mercer and son- 
in-law of Thomas Warden senior, both executors of his will. 

Inheritance: £150 to each son and £100 to Elizabeth, to be paid at age 21 or on 
Elizabeth’s marriage, and Thomas and Erasmus were to provide 
sufficient meat, drink, lodging and apparel during the minority of the 
children. 

Guarantors: For Thomas and Nicholas: guardians and Thomas Aldworth, hooper, 
who owed Robert Halton, chamberlain, £500. 
For Elizabeth: guardians and Robert Pressey, merchant, who owed 
Robert Halton, chamberlain, £200. 
If any of the guarantors should die, decay or withdraw from the city, 
they were to be replaced within one month. 

Will: Wadley, Wills, no. 355: Thomas Warden. Given August 10th 1579, 
proved September 11th 1579. 


f.155v. Recognizance for Thomas and Nicholas Warden crossed through. Marginal 
note: memo that 4th September, 30 Elizabeth, 1588, Thomas Warden came before 
John Barnes and Philip Langley, aldermen, and received £150 from Thomas 
Aldworth as his portion and was content. Signed: Ham. 

f.155v. Further marginal note: memo that 3rd September, 39 Elizabeth, 1597, 
Nicholas Warden acknowledged satisfaction of the sum of £150 from Anne Wrighte, 
widow and executor of Erasmus Wright, mercer. This recognizance was discharged. 
Signed: Ham. 

f.155v-156r. Recognizance for Elizabeth Warden crossed through. Marginal note: 
memo that 26th January, 30 Elizabeth [1588], before John Barnes, mayor, Peter 
Gough, who married Elizabeth, received £100 from the hand of Thomas Aldworth 
and was fully satisfied. Thus, this recognizance was discharged. 


Mary, daughter of James White. 


Folio: 156r-v. 

Date: 10th June, 22 Elizabeth [10th June 1580]. 
Orphan: Mary, daughter of James White. 

Age: ng. 


Guardian: William White of Poulton [Pow/ton] within the parish of Awre in the 
county of Gloucester, yeoman.**° 

Inheritance: Implements and household stuff viz: 

49 A. P. Baggs and A.R.J. Jurica, ‘Bledisloe Hundred’, in A History of the County of Gloucester: Volume 


5, Bledisloe Hundred, St. Briavels Hundred, the Forest of Dean, ed. C. R. J. Currie and N. M. Herbert 
(London, 1996), pp. 1-4. 
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Guarantors: 


Will: 


‘one carpet and three Coushins xijd.; twoe paire of hurden**' sheetes 
vs.; one paire of Canvas sheetes vs.; one canvas towell js.vjd.; one 
table cloth of dowles*’ vs.; one towell of yrish cloth xd.; one broade 
napkin js. iiijd.; twoe pillowbeeres*® ijs. vjd.; five towle napkins 
of white frenged ijs. ijd.; twoe table napkins of white worke ijs.; xj 
napkins of yrish cloth vs. vjd.; fower hurden table napkins js. iiijd.; 
one underclothe of fustian*** js. iiijd., one buttery cloth wth frenge js. 
vjd.; ij crokkes** viijs.; one olde pann and a pankin js. vjd.; one broch, 
one fleshooke and a skinmer*® js. viijd.; j great yron rack iijs. iiijd.; 
one gredyron, one dogg**’ and one pot hooke ijs. ijd.; j lattin bason 
and j chaffindish*** ijs. vjd.; iiij candelstikes vjs. viijd.; one covering 
with white and black,* twoe platters, ij pottaingers and three yeerde 
dishes**” vjs. viijd.; one bason, one pint cupp, one sauce cupp iijs. 
iiijd.; iij sawsers, 1ij flower pottes and one salt iijs. ijd.; ij Flockbedds 
and ij bolsters xvs.; one redd rugg, one white and one gray vjs. viijd.; 
one covering wth white and black iijs. i1ijd.; 1iij stooles vs.; j chest 
lijs. ilijd.; j buttery dore cloth js. which amounteth to the value of six 
poundes fower pence.’ 

William White was to pay the value of the implements and household 
stuff at Mary’s age of 21 or on her marriage and was to provide 
sufficient and convenient meat, drink, lodging and apparel during her 
minority. 

*Crossed through. 

Thomas White, merchant, and Thomas Tilor, hooper, owed Robert 
Halton £12, and they were to be replaced within one month if any 
should die, decay or withdraw from the city. 

None found. 


f.156v. Mayor Thomas Slocum [1580-81]. 


James, son of John Cottrell. 


Folio: 


156v [see f.143v]. 


f.157r. Mayor Philip Langley [1581-2]. 
Alice, daughter of John Holland. 


Folio: 


157r [see f.151v]. 


481 


Coarse, flaxen cloth. 


482A kind of linen. 


483 Pillowcases. 
484 
485 
486, 


487 


burning logs. 


Linen and cotton mix. 

Earthenware or metal pots. 

A spit, a meat hook and a skimming ladle, usually perforated. 

A gridiron or hanging grid for cooking meat over a fire; a fire-dog or andiron or metal support for 


‘88 Latten is an alloy of copper and zinc similar to brass; a chafing dish holds burning fuel for heating 
anything placed upon it. 
“® Two flat dishes, two dishes for making soup or porridge, three dishes for beating food. 
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Elizabeth, Christopher and Philip, children of Thomas Callowhill. 


Folio: 157v. 

Date: 14th December, 24 Elizabeth [14th December 1581]. 

Orphans: Elizabeth, Christopher and Philip Callowhill, children of Thomas, 
apothecary. 

Ages: ng 


Guardian: § Thomas Callowhill, apothecary and father of the ‘orphans’. 

Inheritance: Thomas Coxe, merchant [and brother-in-law of Thomas Callowhill 
senior] bequeathed £13 6s. 8d. to Elizabeth and 20 nobles each (£6 
13s. 4d.) to Christopher and Philip towards their maintenance to 
school. And if any of them should die before reaching their lawful age, 
their portion was to be distributed between the remaining Callowhill 
children, viz: Thomas and Constance. 

Guarantors: Erasmus Wright, mercer and Christopher Kedgwyn, grocer, who owed 
Robert Halton, chamberlain, £50 and who were to be replaced within 
one month if they should die, decay or withdraw from the city. 

Will: Wadley, Wills, no. 363: Thomas Coxe, merchant of Bristol. Given 
February 8th 1580, proved September 25th 1581. 


f.157v. Recognizance for the Callowhill children crossed through. Marginal note: 
memo that 8th September, 39 Elizabeth [1597] Thomas Callowhill junior and 
Richard Wright, who married Constance Callowhill, received £13 6s. 8d. as the 
portion of Elizabeth, who died before reaching her full age. Signed: Ham. 

f.157v. Note below: memo that Ist February, 40 Elizabeth, 1597 (sic) [71598] 
Christopher and Philip Callowhill came before mayor John Webbe and acknowledged 
full satisfaction of the sum of money owed to each, so the recognizance was 
discharged and void. Signed: Ham. 

[This could well be the same Christopher Callowhill who was imprisoned in 
November 1628 following an attack in court on Alderman Whitson after he had 
ordered Callowhill to repay part of a debt he owed. Callowhill was ordered to pay 
£20 instead of the £48 he owed, due to his ‘weak estate’ .] *° 


Richard junior, Jane, Elizabeth and Mary, children of Richard Langford/Langforde. 


Folio: 158r-v, 159r—-v, 160v, 161r 
[4 recognizances, one for each orphan]. 
Date: 23rd December, 24 Elizabeth 


[23rd December 1581] for Richard, Jane and Elizabeth. 
14th September, 24 Elizabeth 
[14th September 1582] for Mary. 

Orphans: Richard, Jane, Elizabeth and Mary Langford, children of Richard, 
merchant. 

Ages: ng. 

Guardian: Thomas Rowland, merchant and husband of Elizabeth Langford, 
widow of Richard Langford, for Richard, Jane and Elizabeth. 
Thomas Slocombe, alderman, for Mary. 


“© John Latimer, The Annals of Bristol in the Seventeenth Century (Bristol, 1900), p.96. 
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Inheritance: Richard Langford senior left £1,000 between his 5 children, since 
when one had died. To each remaining child, £250 was to be given at 
age 21 or on marriage. 

Richard, Jane and Elizabeth: Thomas Rowland was to provide 
sufficient and convenient meat, drink, lodging and apparel for their 
estate and degree and cause them to be well instructed and brought 
up, in learning or some honest “myster’ for Richard, and for Jane and 
Elizabeth, in good nurture. This was to be accomplished at the cost 
and charge of Thomas Rowland. And if any child should die, their 
portion was to be divided amongst the survivors. 

Mary’s portion of £250 was by order of the Father and Assistants of 
Orphans committed to Thomas Slocombe, to be paid at age 21 or on 
marriage. And Thomas was to provide sufficient and convenient meat, 
drink, apparel and lodging for her estate and degree, at his own cost, 
and charge and cause her to be virtuously instructed and brought up. 

Guarantors: For Richard Langford: Richard Cole, merchant, and Edward Longe, 
draper. 

For Jane Langford: John Webbe, draper, and Christopher Kedgwynne, 
grocer. 

For Elizabeth Langford: Erasmus Wrighte, mercer, and Thomas 
Aldworthe, merchant. 

For Mary Langford: William Hopkins, fishmonger, and William 
Perphey, vintner. 

All guarantors owed Robert Halton £500 and were to be replaced 
within one month if any should die, decay or withdraw from the city. 

Will: Wadley, Wills, no. 362: Richard Langford, merchant. Given November 

18th 1580, proved December 2nd 1580. 
Wadley, Wills, no. 394: Thomas Rowland, merchant. Given April 20th 
1584, proved April 21st 1586. [In his will, Thomas Rowland refers 
to Richard Langford (junior) as his godson and son-in-law. Wadley 
cites the register of marriages at St Stephen’s Church to show that 
Thomas Rowland and Elizabeth Langford married on November 30th 
1581 and Thomas’s will shows that together he and Elizabeth had one 
daughter and that Elizabeth was pregnant when he died.] 


f.158r. Richard Langford’s recognizance is crossed through. Note in margin: 
cancelled because a new recognizance was drawn up before Thomas Aldworth as 
appears on f.259. 

ff.259v-260r. A new recognizance was taken for Richard Langforde on 20th October, 
24 Elizabeth [1582] before mayor Thomas Aldworth in which Thomas Rowland 
undertook the guardianship of Richard junior by virtue of his marriage to Elizabeth, 
his mother and widow of Richard Langford senior. Thomas was to pay Richard 
£250 at age 21 or on marriage and the conditions of his upbringing were as before. 
Guarantors were Edward Morrys and John Barker, merchants, owing Robert Halton, 
chamberlain, £500. This recognizance is partly crossed through. Marginal note: 
discharged before Thomas Aldworth, 28th August, 38 Elizabeth, 1596. 

f.158v. Recognizance for Jane Langford is partly crossed through. Note in margin: 
discharged in the time of Thomas Aldworth and a new recognizance was taken for 
William Byrde, gentleman, in place of Christopher Kedgwin whose recognizance 
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was also discharged and void before said Aldworth on 28th August, 38 Elizabeth 


1596. 


ff.159r—v. Recognizance for Elizabeth Langford is partly crossed through. Marginal 
note: this recognizance was discharged before Thomas Aldworth 20th August 1596. 
ff.160v-161r. Recognizance for Mary Langford is partly crossed through. Marginal 
note: discharged 25th May 35 Elizabeth 1593, Thomas Aldworth mayor. Signed: 


Ham. 


Jane. Florence and Alice, daughters of Edward Evenett. 


Folio: 

Date: 
Orphans: 
Ages: 
Guardian: 
Inheritance: 


Guarantors: 


Will: 


159v-160r. 

9th October 1581 [9th October, 23 Elizabeth]. 

Jane, Florence and Alice Evenett, daughters of Edward, goldsmith. 
ng. 

Edward Evenett, goldsmith and father. 

William Yeman, late of Bristol, bequeathed to the three girls 
divers sums of money and ‘divers parcells of houshould stuffe and 
Implementes of houshoulde and other thinges’ to be delivered on their 
marriage, and he also willed that the money and goods be given to 
their father Edward Evenett in the meantime. And if any girl should 
die, their portion should go to the others, as shown in the will. 
William Yeoman, grocer, and Walter David, glover, owed £34 to 
Robert Halton, chamberlain. 

Wadley, Wills, no. 361: William Yeman. Given November 14th 1580, 
proved January 7th 1580 (sic). 


Susan and Mary, daughters of William Yeman/Yemans. 


Folio: 

Date: 
Orphans: 
Ages: 
Guardian: 
Inheritance: 


Guarantors: 


Will: 


160r [and see f.128v for children of William Yeman, glover]. 
14th October, 23 Elizabeth [14th October 1581]. 

Susan and Mary Yeman, daughters of William, grocer. 

ng. 

William Yeman (junior), grocer, [brother of Susan and Mary]. 

£3 6s. 8d. to each girl and parcels of household stuff and implements, 
to be delivered at marriage. And if either should die, their portion was 
to be given to the survivor. 

Thomas Younge, merchant, and Thomas Younge junior owed Robert 
Halton, chamberlain, £26 13s. 4d. 

Wadley, Wills, no. 361: William Yeman. Given November 14th 1580, 
proved January 7th 1580 (sic). [Either this William Yeman or his son, 
William Yeman junior, grocer and guardian of Susan and Mary, had 
probably been the guardian of glover William Yeman’s children, see 
f.128v]. 


f.273r. A new recognizance was taken for Susan and Mary Yemans on Ist May, 29 
Elizabeth [1587] in which William Yemans, grocer, agreed to pay Susan and Mary 
£6 13s. 4d. on their days of marriage and also household stuff and implements, with 
Richard Smythe, tanner, as guarantor, owing Nicholas Thorne £30 6s. 8d. 
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Mary, daughter of Richard Langford. 


Folio: 


160v [see ff.158r—v]. 


Henry, Joan, Elizabeth, children of William Bodman. 


Folio: 


1611r-v [see f.149v]. 


Joan, daughter of William Evered/Everede. 


Folio: 


162r [see f.153v]. 


Ralph, son of Ralph Scaltock or Scalter, grandson of John Prewett. 


Folio: 


162r [see f.131v and f.162v below — Joan Tyler]. 


Joan, daughter of Edward Tyler, granddaughter of John Prewett. 


Folio: 
Date: 
Orphan: 


Age: 
Guardian: 
Inheritance: 


Guarantors: 


Will: 


162v. 

24th September, 24 Elizabeth [24th September 1582]. 

Joan Tyler, daughter of Edward Tyler, tanner, granddaughter of John 
Prewett. 

n.g. 

Richard Yorcke, tanner, relative of Joan’s future husband. 

Richard Yorcke was to pay Joan £6 at age 21 or on her marriage and to 
find her meat, drink, lodging and apparel according to her degree and 
calling, and see her well educated and brought up. 

Walter Davys, glover, and Thomas Poole, tanner, owed Robert Halton 
£13 6s. 8d. and they were to be replaced within one month if they 
should die, decay or withdraw from the city. 

Wadley, Wills, no. 364: John Prewett the elder. Given August 14th 
1579, proved October 28th 1581. [The will refers to Joan, William and 
Ralph Scalter as children of Margaret Tilor, John Prewett’s daughter. 
In a recognizance for Ralph Scaltock on f.162r, Joan Tyler is described 
as sister to Ralph Scaltock, and she inherited his legacy when he died. 
She married William York alias Fraunck, see f.131v]. 


f.162v. Recognizance for Joan Tyler crossed through: memo that this recognizance 
was discharged for the reason previously stated, 2nd March, [year left blank]. 


Signed: Ham. 


William, son of Roger Deere/Deare/Deer. 


Folio: 

Date: 
Orphan: 
Age: 
Guardian: 
Inheritance: 


162v. 

11th April, 24 Elizabeth [11th April 1582]. 

William Deere, son of Roger Deare. 

ng. 

John Williams, weaver. 

One messuage or tenement with appurtenances in Temple Street in the 
city of Bristol for the yearly rent of 40s., to be paid by John Williams 
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to the chamberlain to the use of William Deere at the usual four terms 
of the year, which also pays for the land rent to the churchwardens 
of Temple Church. And John was to repair, sustain and maintain the 
same in all manner of needful reparations and so to leave the same at 
the end of the said term. 

Guarantors: William Nicholls and David Oldfield, clothiers, owed Robert Halton, 
chamberlain, £40. 

Will: Wadley, Wills, no. 365: Roger Deer. Given n.d., proved December 5th 
1578. [The will mentions three sons: William, John and Henry and a 
married daughter Maud.] 


Nicholas, son of John White. 


Folio: 163r [see ff.143r—v]. 

Date: 10th October, 24 Elizabeth [10th October 1582]. 
Orphan: Nicholas White, son of John White, shoemaker. 
Ages: ng. 


Guardian: Joan, widow of John White, shoemaker. 

Inheritance: Joan White, widow of John, was to pay Nicholas White £10 of 
‘currant English money’ for rent of ‘the Crowne’, a tenement within 
the city of Bristol, bequeathed to him by his father and agreed upon 
by the mayor and his Assistants in Orphans’ Causes. And Joan was to 
provide sufficient and necessary ‘greate Timber’ for the repair of the 
said ‘Crowne’, when and as often as need should require her. 

Guarantors: Henry Griffithe, tailor, and Henry Painter, baker, owed Robert Halton, 
chamberlain, £20 and guarantors were to be replaced within a month 
if they should die, come to poverty or withdraw from the city 

Will: Wadley, Wills, no. 360. [The will of Nicholas Williams, given 
September Ist 1565, proved September 12th 1565, shows how The 
Crown Inn might have come to Nicholas through his father, John 
White, who was Nicholas Williams’s nephew.] 


[Another recognizance of ff.143r—v records provision made in 1576 for the four 
orphans of John White, shoemaker and innholder, who also left a widow, Joan. 
See Wadley, Wills, no. 342. It is not clear whether these two families were related. 
John White, merchant, was the father of orphans George and Grace White, whose 
recognizances appear on ff.144r and 147v above.] 


f.163r. Mayor William Hopkins [1590-1]. 


Margaret, daughter of William Sternolde. 


Folio: 163r-v. 

Date: 10th May, 33 Elizabeth [10th May 1591]. 
Orphan: Margaret Sternolde, daughter of William, cooper. 
Age: ng. 


Guardian: Abraham Willett, skinner. 
Inheritance: £53, to be paid by Abraham at Margaret’s marriage or full age, 
according to her father’s will, and he was to provide meat, drink, 
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lodging and apparel for her estate and degree and she was to be well 
and sufficiently educated, instructed and brought up at the cost and 
charge of Abraham. 

Guarantors: William Griffythe, draper, and Edward Goare, shoemaker, owed 
Nicholas Thorne, chamberlain, £100, and they were to be replaced 
within one month if they should die, decay or withdraw from the city. 

Will: Wadley, Wills, no. 411: William Sternolde, cooper. Given December 
10th 1587, proved February 8th 1587 (sic). [At the time of her father’s 
death, Margaret was an only child.] 


‘New Register’, f.13v. A new recognizance was taken for Margaret Sternolde on Ist 
June, 39 Elizabeth [1597] before mayor William Yate in which her guardian was 
now William Griffith, draper, and his guarantors were Roger Longe, draper, and 
William Wayneright, hosier, owing Thomas Pitt, chamberlain, £100. The legacy was 
to be paid at age 21 or on marriage. 


George, son of William Colston. 


Folio: 163v [see f.284v]. 


ff.164r — 254r are blank. 


f.254v. Mayor William Hopkins [1590-91]. 
Thomas, Richard, Margery, Elizabeth, children of Thomas Pollington/Pollinton.,,. 


Folio: 254v— 255v, 256r—257v [4 recognizances] 

Date: 17th April, 33 Elizabeth before mayor William Hopkins 
[17th April 1591] for Thomas and Elizabeth. 
26th August, 35 Elizabeth before mayor Thomas Aldworth [1592-3] 
[26th August 1593] for Richard. 
4th February, 34 Elizabeth before mayor Walter Standfaste [1591-2] 
[4th February 1592] for Margery. 

Orphans: Thomas, Elizabeth, Richard and Margery Pollington, children of 
Thomas, merchant. 

Ages: n.g. 

Guardian: Susan Pollington, widow of Thomas, for Thomas and Elizabeth. 
Edward Bosden, gentleman, who married Susan Pollington, widow of 
Thomas, for Richard. 

Edward Bosden and Susan Pollington for Margery. 

Inheritance: £150 to each child [and £300 to Susan, Thomas’s widow] after 

evaluation by William Ellis [overseer of will] and John Younge, 
merchants, appointed by the mayor and Assistants in Orphans’ Causes, 
who valued the estate at £900 rather than £1 200 estimated by Thomas 
senior. 
Guardians were to pay Thomas junior and Richard £150 at age 22 and 
to provide meat, drink, apparel and other necessities fit to their degree 
and calling and cause them to be well brought up and instructed in 
some good trade or learning. 
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Margery: £150 and all the plate given to her in her father’s will. And if 
she died, her inheritance was to be divided between the other children. 
And Edward Bosden and Susan were to provide meat, drink, lodging, 
apparel and other necessities fit for her degree and calling and cause 
her to be well educated and instructed. 

Elizabeth: Susan and guarantors were to pay Elizabeth £150 at age 
21 or on her marriage, and such other goods as were appointed by the 
mayor and assistants in orphans’ causes, with similar conditions to 
those for Margery. 

Guarantors: For Thomas: Edward Longe, draper and John Hopkins, merchant, 
owed Nicholas Thorne, chamberlain, £300. 

For Richard: Toby Langley, merchant, and William Slade, mercer, 
owed Thomas Pitt, chamberlain, £300. 

For Margery: William Prewett and Thomas Pytcher, drapers, owed 
Margery Pollington £300. 

For Elizabeth: Erasmus Wright and John Higgens, merchants, owed 
Elizabeth Pollington £300. 

All guarantors were to be replaced within one month if they should 
die, decay or withdraw from the city. 

Will: Wadley, Wills, no. 427: Thomas Pollington, merchant. Given January 
20th 1587, proved May 29th 1590. [The recognizances state that 
Thomas died on November Ist 1589. Thomas’s will shows that a 
previous wife, Elizabeth, predeceased him. She was probably the 
mother of Thomas junior and Elizabeth. ] 


f.255v. Recognizance for Richard Pollington crossed through. Note below: this 
recognizance was discharged on 9th September, 39 Elizabeth, 1597, before William 
Yate, mayor, and a new recognizance was taken. 

ff.256r—257v. Recognizance for Margery Pollington crossed through. Marginal note: 
this recognizance was discharged because on 6th February, 38 Elizabeth [1596] 
before William Parphey, mayor, Thomas Pytcher paid £150 to Edward Bosden, who 
found new guarantors viz: Ralph Hurt, grocer, and Thomas Farmer, vintner [see 
below]. 

f.295v. A new recognizance was taken for Margery Pollington on 4th February, 
38 Elizabeth [1596] in which her guardian was Edward Bosden, gentleman, 
who married her mother, Susan Pollington, widow of Thomas. He, with his new 
guarantors Raffe Hurte, grocer, and Thomas Farmer, vintner, owed Thomas Pytt, 
chamberlain, £300 and undertook to pay him £150 for the use of Margery at age 
21 or on her day of marriage, in full satisfaction of the sum of money allotted to 
Margery by the mayor and his Assistants in Orphans’ Causes. And if Margery should 
die beforehand, her portion was to go to the person or persons named in her father’s 
will. This recognizance is crossed through and a marginal note, dated 9th September, 
1597, explains that a new security was taken before mayor William Yate for the sum 
of £150 which had been transferred to the orphans’ chest in the Tolsey by Master 
Edward Bosten. 
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f.258r. Mayor Walter Pikes [1583-4]. 
Lewis. son of Francis Cossom or Coston. 


Folio: 258r [see f.150v]. 


f.258v. Mayor Thomas Aldworth [1582-3]. 
William, son of Richard Merricke. 


Folio: 258v [see f.130v]. 


Elizabeth, daughter of Thomas Lawrence. 


Folio: 258v-259r. 

Date: 22nd April, 25 Elizabeth [22nd April 1583]. 
Orphan: Elizabeth Lawrence, daughter of Thomas, tailor. 
Age: n.g. 


Guardian: — Philip Gwynne, shoemaker. 

Inheritance: Philip was to pay Elizabeth £20 in the manner set down in Thomas 
Lawrence’s will. And he was to provide sufficient and convenient 
meat, drink, lodging and apparel and see her well educated and 
instructed. 

Guarantors: Thomas Gwye (sic) and Richard Counte, shoemakers, owed Nicholas 
Thorne, chamberlain, £40, and were to be replaced within one month 
if they should die, decay or withdraw from the city. 

Will: Wadley, Wills, no. 367: Thomas Lawrence. Given January 11th 1581, 
codicil August Ist 1582, proved n.d., burial record January 6th 1582, 
St Mary-le-Port. 


Richard, son of Richard Langford. 
Folio: 259v [see ff.158r—v]. 


Edith and Ann, daughters of John Hollaster. 
Folio: 260r [see f.152v]. 


Thomas, Joan and Agnes, children of John White. 
Folio: 260v [see ff.143r—v]. 


f.261r. Mayor Walter Pykes [1583-4]. 
George and Elizabeth, children of John Kittingall. 
Folio: 261r [see f.133v]. 
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William junior and Margery, children of William Currey/Curey/Currye. 


The recognizance for William junior is in the form of a bond, with the conventional 
incipit Noverint universi per presentes ... [Know all men by these present ...]. 


Folio: 261v [1 bond and 1 recognizance]. 

Date: 5th October, 26 Elizabeth [Sth October 1584]. 
Orphans: William and Margery Currey, children of William. 
Ages: ng 


Guardians: John Wallys, labourer, William Higgens, baker, and John Jones, smith, 
were held and firmly bound [teneri et firmiter obligari] to Nicholas 
Thorne, chamberlain, for £36 for the use of William Currey. 

Richard Brookinge, merchant and executor, for Margery. 

Inheritance: William: the three men named above were to pay William £17 at his 

full age, as in his father’s will, and meanwhile find him meat, drink, 
lodging and apparel and bring him up in some honest trade, fit for his 
estate and degree. 
Margery: £6 13s. 4d., to be paid by William’s three executors at age 
21 or on her day of marriage and meanwhile Richard Brooking was 
to find her meat, drink, lodging and apparel and see her well educated 
and instructed. 

Guarantors: For William: guardians, as above. 

For Margery: William Beeny, carpenter, and Robert Beeny, glazier, 
both executors of William Currey’s will, owed £13 6s. 8d. to Nicholas 
Thorne, chamberlain. 

The guarantors were to be replaced within one month if they should 
die, decay or withdraw from the city. 

Will: None found. 


f.261v. Recognizance for Margery Currey is crossed through. Marginal note: this 
recognizance was cancelled and another taken as appears on f.275. 

f.275v. A new recognizance was taken for Margery Currey on 21st March, 31 
Elizabeth [1589] before mayor Robert Kytchen, in which Michael Vynson, weaver, 
promised to pay Margery £6 13s. 4d. at age 21 or on her day of marriage, and also 
to provide meat, drink, lodging and apparel fit for her degree and calling, and to see 
her well educated and instructed. His guarantors were William Hunte, hatmaker, and 
Thomas Cyrell, wiredrawer, who owed Nicholas Thorne 20 marks (£13 6s. 8d.). A 
marginal note, dated the last day of October 1594, records that John Currye, son of 
William Currye, deceased, received from Erasmus Wright, merchant, the sum of 
£3 6s. 8d. by appointment of mayor Francis Knight and the Assistants of Orphans’ 
Causes, as part of his legacy descending to him through the death of Margery Curey, 
his sister. 


Thomas junior, son of Richard, grandson of Thomas Kelke. 


Folio: 262r-v [4 recognizances because of the value of the legacy]. 
Date: 20th September, 26 Elizabeth [20th September 1584]. 
Orphan: Thomas Kelke, son of Richard, merchant. 

Age: ng. 


Guardian: Richard Kelke, father of Thomas. 
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Inheritance: 


Guarantors: 


Will: 


Richard Kelke was to pay Thomas £100 in each recognizance, part 
of a legacy of £400 left to him by his grandfather, Thomas Kelke, 
merchant, in his will of June 10th 1583. 

In the first recognizance, William Gittens and Nicholas Hickes, 
merchants, owed Nicholas Thorne, chamberlain, £200. 

In the second recognizance, Thomas Mellyn, merchant, and John 
Henrye, gentleman, owed Nicholas Thorne, chamberlain, £200. 

In the third recognizance, Richard Aysheford, salter, and Richard 
Hurte, owed Nicholas Thorne, chamberlain, £200. 

In the fourth recognizance, Edmund Langford, draper, and Richard 
Pettingale, innholder, also owed Nicholas Thorne £200. 

All were to be replaced within one month if they should die, decay or 
withdraw from the city. 

Wadley, Wills, no. 369: Thomas Kelke, merchant. Given June 10th 
1583, read and published September 2nd 1583, proved September 
24th 1583. 


The third recognizance, which is on f.262v, is crossed through with a marginal note 
explaining that it was discharged before William Perphey, mayor, on 4th February 


1595. 


George. son of John Crompe. 


Folio: 

Date: 
Orphan: 
Age: 
Guardian: 
Inheritance: 


Guarantors: 


Will: 


263r. 

12th September, 26 Elizabeth [12th September 1584]. 
George Crompe, son of John, hooper. 

n.g. 

Thomas Aldworth, hooper. 

Thomas Aldworth received from Thomas Salter(n) £4, given to George 
by Alice Crompe, widow, George’s mother, with which George, of 
his own accord and with the consent of his mother, bound himself 
apprentice to Thomas Aldworth from the Feast of St Michael the 
Archangel next [September 29th 1584] for nine years. And Thomas, 
at the end of nine years, was to pay George the sum of £4 ‘without 
anie Fraude or further delaye’. 

Erasmus Wright, mercer, owed Nicholas Thorne, chamberlain, £8 for 
the use of George Crompe. 

None found. 


Pettrye, Thomas, son of John Pettrye. 


Folio: 


263r [see f.139r]. 


Thomas and Richard, sons of Thomas Hill. 


Folio: 


263v [see f.88r]. 
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f.264r. Mayor Thomas Rowland. 


Joan, daughter of William Hamon/Hamond/Hammondes. 


Folio: 

Date: 
Orphan: 
Age: 
Guardian: 
Inheritance: 


Guarantors: 


Will: 


264r. 

6th May, 27 Elizabeth [6th May 1585]. 

Joan Hamon, daughter of William, blacksmith. 

ng. 

Richard Wall, farrier. 

Richard Wall was to pay Joan Hamon £20, £5 on her day of marriage, 
from her father, and £15 at age 21, left to her by her mother in her 
widowhood. And Richard was to provide meat, drink, lodging and 
apparel according to Joan’s degree and calling and also see her well 
educated and instructed. 

Thomas Wall and William Butler, yeomen, owed Nicholas Thorne, 
chamberlain, £40, and were to be replaced within one month if they 
should die, decay or withdraw from the city. 

Wadley, Wills, no. 382: William Hammondes, blacksmith. Given 
August 25th 1584, proved October 5th 1584. 


f.264r. Recognizance for Joan Hamon crossed through. Marginal note: discharged 
and another recognizance was taken 26th May 1590 as appears on folio (sic). 
f.284r. A new recognizance was taken for Joan Hamond on 26th May, 32 Elizabeth 
[1590] before mayor William Byrde, in which Richard Wall, smith, was guardian 
and all conditions were the same as before. The guarantors were Edmund Newman, 
‘hallier’, and Thomas Greene, miller, who owed Nicholas Thorne £40. This 
recognizance is crossed through and a marginal note in English explains that Thomas 
Benson married Joan and received the sum of £20 on 7th December 1599. 


f.264v. Mayor Walter Pykes [1583-4]. 
John, Thomas, Alice, Elizabeth, Agnes, children of John Palmer. 


Folio: 
Date: 
Orphans: 


Ages: 


Guardian: 
Inheritance: 


Guarantors: 


264v. 

23rd June, 26 Elizabeth [23rd June 1584]. 

John, Thomas, Alice, Elizabeth, Agnes Palmer, children of John, baker 
[pistoris]. 

n.g. 

Elizabeth, widow of John Palmer. 

Elizabeth was to give to the children the messuages, lands, rents, 
inheritances, leases, goods, chattels, household implements, sums 
of money, plate, jewels and legacies bequeathed in John’s will, and 
to provide meat, drink and apparel and cause the children to be well 
instructed and brought up in some honest exercises and sciences 
according to their estates and degrees. 

Richard Horner, dyer, and John Jones, smith, owed Nicholas Thorne 
200 marks (£133 6s. 8d.) and were to be replaced within one month if 
they should die, decay or withdraw from the city. 
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Will: Wadley, Wills, no. 375: John Palmer. Given June 7th 1583, proved 
October 12th 1583. [John had another daughter, Tomlyne, who was 
married.] 


f.265r. Mayor Thomas Rowland [1584-5]. 


Francis, son of Richard Wayman/Wayneman. 


Folio: 265r. 

Date: 16th June, 26 Elizabeth [16th June 1584]. 

Orphan: Francis Wayman, son of Richard Wayneman. 

Age: n.g. 

Guardian: Julian Warin, widow of Thomas Warren, merchant, now wife of John 


Horte, draper, and mother of Francis. 

Inheritance: £200, given to John Caroe, vintner, by Julian ‘in her puer wydowehod’, 
as a friend of special trust, to deliver to Francis at age 25. And if 
Francis should die beforehand, the money was to be returned to Julian 
to decide who should receive it. John Horte was to deliver £100 to 
Francis as soon as he reached 25, being unmarried, and pay £100 to 
such other person as Julian should nominate to have and enjoy the 
same. And John Horte should acquit and discharge and otherwise save 
and “kepe harmeles’ the said John Caroe from the said £100 and from 
all troubles and demands whatsoever concerning the trust reposed in 
him by Julian in her widowhood. 

Guarantors: Randolf Hassolde, clothier, and Philip Gwynne, shoemaker, owed 
Nicholas Thorne £200. 

Will: None found for Richard Wayman. 
TNA PROB 11/65/457: will of Thomas Warren, Julian’s late husband, 
given 20th May 1580, proved 24th July 1583. [Thomas left Julian 
£500 and £100 worth of household goods, as well as her clothes and 
jewels, but made no mention of Francis Wayman. John Caroe was an 
overseer of his will.] 


f.267v. An undated recognizance states that John Caroe had delivered £100 to John 
Horte, to be kept until Francis was 21, and if he should die before then, it was to 
be delivered to such other person as Julian should nominate. And the other £100 
was to be delivered to such person as Julian should appoint. John Caroe was to be 
discharged, as in the previous recognizance. The guarantors were the same. 

In the final entry of the Register, dated 2nd November, 33 Elizabeth [1591], when 
Walter Stanfaste was mayor and in the presence of Philip Langley, Thomas Aldworthe 
and Richard Cole, aldermen, John Andrewes, gentleman, took over the debt of £700 
owed to Julian as her dower by John Horte and Thomas Grubbe, yeoman of ‘the 
Devises’ in the county of Wiltshire. Julian Horte promised to ‘exonerate, acquite and 
dischardge’ John Horte and Thomas Grubbe from all former bonds concerning her 
dower at the time of her marriage to John Horte. 
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John, Richard, Edmund, William, Mary, children of Richard Saltern/Saltren/Slaterne. 


Folio: 265v, 266r, 266V [3 recognizances]. 

Dates: 6th April, 27 Elizabeth for John and Richard. 
6th May, 27 Elizabeth for Edmund and William. 
17th August, 27 Elizabeth for Mary. 

[6th April, 6th May and 17th August, 1585]. 

Orphans: John and Richard, Edmund and William, and Mary Saltern, children 
of Richard, merchant. 

Ages: ng. 

Guardian: Joan, widow of Richard Saltern, merchant. 

Inheritance: Joan was to pay £40 to each of the four sons at age 21 and to pay Mary 
£25 as part of her legacy of £50 from her father. And if any of these 
children should die before receiving their inheritance, their portion 
was to be divided between the surviving children of Richard Saltern. 
And Joan was to find meat, drink, clothing and apparel according to 
their degrees and callings and see them well educated and instructed. 

Guarantors: For John and Richard: William Saltern, merchant and Thomas Saltern, 
grocer, owed Nicholas Thorne, chamberlain, £160. 

For Edmund and William: William Ellys and John Woodde, merchants, 
owed £160. 

For Mary: John Clarcke, vintner, owed £50. 

The guarantors were to be replaced within one month if they should 
die, decay or withdraw from the city. 

Will: Wadley, Wills, no. 378: Richard Saltren, merchant. Given August 2nd 
1584, proved n.d. but buried August 6th 1584 at St John’s. 


f.272v. A new recognizance was taken for John and Richard Saltern on January 
14th, 29 Elizabeth [1587] before mayor William Hickes in which Edmund Wirrall, 
merchant, who married Joan Saltern, widow, promised to pay John and Richard 
£40 each at the age of 21, to provide meat, drink, lodging and apparel according to 
their degree and calling, and to ensure that they were well educated and instructed. 
Edmund’s guarantors were John Henry, gentleman, and Thomas Mellyn, merchant, 
who owed Nicholas Thorne £140. 

f.266r. Recognizance for Edmund and William Saltern is crossed through. Marginal 
note: memo that the last day of January, 39 Elizabeth [1597] this recognizance was 
discharged before William Yate, mayor, and another recognizance taken for William 
Ellys and Henry Conys in place of Joan Saltern since John Woodd paid £40 to John 
Salterne, son of Richard Saltern, owed to him through the deaths of Edmund and 
William Saltern. A new recognizance had been taken for the £40 owed to Richard 
Saltern by William Ellys, John Woodde and John Samforde, as appears on f.10 of the 
new Book of Recognizances. 

‘New Register’, f.9v. A recognizance was taken for Richard Saltern on 31st January, 
39 Elizabeth [1597] before William Yate in which John Wood of Burton in Somerset, 
merchant, and John Sandford of Bristol, merchant, were bound for £40 to the use 
of Richard Salterne. The entry is crossed through and a marginal note states that on 
29th May 1598, before Thomas Aldworth, Richard was satisfied of the sum of £20. 
‘New Register’, f.10r. A further recognizance, taken on the same day, records that 
William Ellis, merchant and alderman, and John Sandford, merchant, owed Richard 
Saltern £20, which was paid to him on 18th March, 44 Elizabeth [1602]. 
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ff.271v-272r. A new recognizance was taken for Mary Salterne on 21st July, 29 
Elizabeth [1587] in which Edmund Werrell, merchant, undertook to pay her £25 
according to her father’s will, and to provide meat, drink, lodging and apparel meet 
for her degree and calling and to have her well educated and instructed. Werrell’s 
guarantor was John Olyver, merchant, who owed Nicholas Thorne £50. This 
recognizance is crossed through and a marginal note states that it was discharged 
because John Olyver paid £25 on 11th February 1596 to the use noted below [ad 
usum infranotat’| before Thomas Aldworth, William Yate then mayor. 

f.266v. Recognizance for Mary Saltern is crossed through. Marginal note in English: 
memo that 29th May 1598 this recognizance was discharged because John Clarke 
hath satisfied the surviving children of Richard Saltern, being namely John and 
Richard Saltern, of the said sum of £25, who are to divide the same by reason of 
survivorship, overliving Mary Slaterne their sister, before Thomas Aldworth, one of 
the Assistants of Orphans. Signed: Ham. 


f.267r. Mayor Richard Cole. 
Philip and John, sons of Philip Kyte. 


Folio: 267r. 

Date: 3rd March, 28 Elizabeth [3rd March 1586]. 
Orphans: Philip and John Kyte, sons of Philip, cordwainer.*”' 
Ages: n.g. 


Guardian: Katherine, widow of Philip Kyte. 

Inheritance: Katherine was to pay £33 6s. 8d. to the orphans as bequeathed by their 
father, and, if either should die before coming of age, then their portion 
was to go to the survivor or to the persons named in the will. And 
Katherine was to provide meat, drink, apparel and lodging for both 
boys and see them well educated and brought up, and Philip junior 
was to ‘quietlie permitt and suffer her thabove bownden Katherine 
Kyte peaceably to enioye the howse wherein nowe she dwelleth,’ 
according to his father’s will. 

Guarantors: Andrew Cottrell, merchant, and John Caro, vintner, owed Nicholas 
Thorne £60 and were to be replaced within one month if they should 
die, decay or withdraw from the city. 

Will: Wadley, Wills, no. 392: Philip Kyte. Given December 5th 1585, proved 
January 10th 1585. 


f.267r. Recognizance for Philip and John Kyte crossed through. Marginal note: 
discharged 21st March, 34 Elizabeth [1592] before Walter Stanfast and Thomas 
Aldworth, aldermen, because another recognizance was taken as appears on f.(sic). 
[There is no evidence of another recognizance.] 


William junior, Elizabeth, children of William Pittes/Pitte: Robert, son of Richard 
Kytchin; Thomas, John, Joan, Alice, children of Richard Pytte. 


Folio: 267Vv [and see ff.294r — 295r]. 
Date: 30th January, 28 Elizabeth [30th January 1586]. 


*! Shoemaker, originally using leather from Cordoba in Spain. 
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Orphans: William and Elizabeth Pittes, “orphans” (sic) of William Pittes; Robert 
Kytchin, son of Richard Kytchin; Thomas, John, Joan and Alice Pytte, 
“orphans” (sic) of Richard Pitte, clothworker. 

Ages: ng. 

Guardian: Joan Pitte, widow of Thomas Pitte, grandfather of the orphans. 

Inheritance: Joan was to pay each of them the legacy bequeathed by Thomas Pitte. 

Guarantors: William Nicholls and William Pittes, clothiers and overseers of 
Thomas’s will, owed Nicholas Thorne, chamberlain, £40, and were to 
be replaced within one month if they should die, decay or withdraw 
from the city. 

Will: Wadley, Wills, no. 401: Thomas Pitts. Given January 8th 1585, proved 
6th May 1586. Burial recorded in Temple Church records on April 2nd 
1586. 


[Although Thomas’s grandchildren were referred to as orphans in the recognizance, 
it is clear that their fathers, William and Richard, were still alive at the time Thomas 
made his will. William’s two children, William and Elizabeth, were mentioned in 
Thomas’s will, and another daughter, Margaret, who had either died or, possibly, 
married Richard Kitchin by the time of the recognizance. Thomas’s son Richard’s 
children are not mentioned in Thomas’s will, but ‘The New Register’ for orphans 
provides some further information about them, see below. After Thomas’s death, his 
son William (senior) went on to have three more sons, Thomas, Robert and John, 
before William died in 1592. Recognizances were taken in August 1593 for William, 
Robert and Elizabeth Pitte after the death of their father, William (senior), as shown 
below. ] 


f.294r. Mayor Thomas Aldworth [1592-3]. 


William, Robert, Elizabeth [and Thomas and John], children of William Pitte/Pytte/ 
Pitt/. 


Folio: 294r, 294v, 295r [3 recognizances and see f.267v]. 
Date: 25th August, 35 Elizabeth [25th August 1593] for William. 
30th August, 35 Elizabeth [30th August 1593] for Robert. 
the last day of August, 35 Elizabeth [31st August 1593] for 


Elizabeth. 
Orphans: William, Robert, Elizabeth Pitte, children of William, clothier. 
Ages: ng 


Guardians: William Wallys, merchant, for William. 
Agnes, widow of William Pitt, clothier, for Robert. 
John Eglesfeild, mercer, for Elizabeth. 

Inheritance: William: William Wallys was to pay William Pytt the younger the sum 
of £60 at age 21, according to his father’s will. 
Robert: Agnes was to pay Robert £20 at age 21 and if he died before 
then, she was to give his legacy to such other persons as were 
mentioned in the will. And Agnes was to provide meat, drink, lodging 
and apparel fit for his degree and calling and see him well educated 
and instructed. 
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Elizabeth: John Eglesfeild was to pay Elizabeth £30 at age 21 or on 
her day of marriage, and if she died before, then her legacy was to go 
to the person or persons named in her father’s will. And John was to 
provide meat, drink, lodging and apparel fit for her degree and calling 
and to see her well educated and instructed. 

Guarantors: For William: Laurence Reade, dyer, and Christopher Pitt, merchant, 
owed Thomas Pytt, chamberlain, £120. 
For Robert: John Betterton, clothier, and William Croocke, butcher, 
owed Thomas Pytte, chamberlain, £40. 
For Elizabeth: Laurence Wilson and John Merrick, drapers, owed 
Thomas Pytte, chamberlain, £60. 
All guarantors were to be replaced within one month if they should 
die, decay or withdraw from the city 

Will: Wadley, Wills, no. 438: William Pyttes/Pittes, clothier. Given October 
30th 1592, no record of proof but burial recorded in Temple Church, 
November 29th 1592. [In addition to William, Robert and Elizabeth, 
William’s will mentioned two other sons, Thomas and John. 
Recognizances were taken for these two boys in “The New Register’, 
see below. ] 


f.294r. Recognizance for William Pitte crossed through. Marginal note: 7th December 
1598: this recognizance was discharged because another one was taken as appears in 
the new book, f.29 (sic). Signed: Ham. 

‘New Register’, f.24r. A new recognizance for William Pitt, son of William, was 
taken on 7th December 41 Elizabeth [1598], in which William Wallis, merchant, his 
guardian, appeared to have two new sureties: John Sandford, merchant, and Richard 
Woodson, surgeon. The recognizance is crossed through with a marginal note that 
William received his inheritance of £60, presumably aged 21, on May 9th 1600. 
‘New Register’, f.9r. A recognizance was taken for Thomas Pitt, son of William 
Pitt, clothier, on Sth February, 39 Elizabeth [1597], before mayor William Yate, 
in which Francis Bayley, clothworker, was bound to pay him £20 at age 21. The 
guarantors were David Cessill, shearman, and John Gray, clothworker. However, on 
24th September 1597 the recognizance was cancelled because Thomas died, and his 
£20 was to be paid to his brother Robert. 

‘New Register’, f.15v. A recognizance was taken for John Pitt, son of William 
Pitt, before mayor William Yate on 10th August, 39 Elizabeth [1597], in which 
Francis Bayley, clothworker, Richard Bosswell, apothecary and Thomas Appowell, 
clothworker, owed Thomas Pitt, chamberlain, £40, with £20 to be delivered to John 
Pitt at age 21. 

‘New Register’, f.32r. A further recognizance of 22nd June, 42 Elizabeth [1600] was 
taken before Richard Jones, mayor, in which Francis Bayley, Richard Boswell and 
James Blunte, baker, owed Thomas Pitt, chamberlain, £120 to the use of Robert, 
Thomas and John Pytt, sons of William Pitt, clothier. The boys were to receive £20 
each at the age of 21. However, marginal notes show that Thomas Pitt had died by 
7th May, 43 Elizabeth [1601] and that, on 6th July 1608, Robert Pitte, who survived 
Thomas, John and William, received his part of the £60 owed to them. 

‘New Register’, f.16r. A recognizance was taken on 10th August, 39 Elizabeth 
[1597] before William Yate, mayor, in which Francis Bayley, clothworker pledged 
to pay Alice, Thomas and Joan Pitt, children of Richard, 50s. at the age of 21, as 


244 = Orphans, Widows and Guardians in Medieval and Early Modern Bristol 


stipulated in the will of their grandfather, Thomas. The guarantor was Thomas 
Hayward, shearman, owing £15 with Francis Bayley. A marginal note shows that 
Thomas Hayward died and was replaced by William Dyer, clothworker, on 22nd 
April 1602, before William Vawer. Further notes show that Anthony Merrett married 
Joan Pitt and Christopher Thedall married Alice. By 15th November 1604, John was 
dead, and by 7th November 1611 Thomas had also died. 


f.268r. Mayor Thomas Rowland [1584-5]. 


10th May 1585 [10th May, 27 Elizabeth]. 


Richard Taylor was to pay ‘the whole and entire’ sum of £18 left to 
Robert in his father’s will and half of all his plate, household stuff 
and apparel, which was to be divided between Rose, his widow, and 
Robert the younger, his son. And Richard Taylor was to find meat, 
drink, lodging and apparel for Robert, according to his degree and 
calling, and see him well educated and instructed. 

Richard Goughe, shipwright, and Thomas Goodman, joiner, owed 
Nicholas Thorne £30 and were to be replaced within one month if 
they should die, decay or withdraw from the city. 


Robert junior, son of Robert Preston. 

Folio: 268r. 

Date: 

Orphan: Robert Preston, son of Robert, tailor. 
Age: ng. 

Guardian: —_ Richard Taylor, shipwright. 
Inheritance: 

Guarantors: 

Will: 


Frances, Ann, 


Wadley, Wills, no. 371: Robert Preston. Given January 8th 1583, 
proved March 6th 1582 (sic). Burial on January 12th 1582 in 
Christchurch records. 


Judith, Elizabeth, daughters of Richard Swetnam. 


Folio: 
Date: 
Orphans: 


Ages: 
Guardian: 
Inheritance: 


Guarantors: 


Will: 


268v. 

6th March, 27 Elizabeth [6th March 1585]. 

Frances, Ann, Judith and Elizabeth Swetnam, daughters of Richard, 
merchant. 

n.g. 

Thomas Baker or Barker. 

Thomas Barker was to give the four daughters £40 viz: £10 apiece, 
and to provide meat, drink, lodging and apparel and see them well 
educated and instructed. 

Thomas Pollington, merchant, and William Dawer owed Nicholas 
Thorne, chamberlain, £80, and were to be replaced within one month 
if they should die, decay or withdraw from the city. 

Wadley, Wills, no. 377: Richard Swetnam, merchant. Nuncupative, 
given September 20th 1584, proved October 9th 1584. [The four 
daughters were left £10.] 


f.268v. Recognizance for Swetnam daughters, marginal note: memo that 16th July 
1588, before mayor John Barnes, Joseph Dowles, who married Frances Swetnam, 
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received 10 marks counted by Thomas Barker from £10 left to Frances according to 
the aforesaid recognizance. 

f.268v. Further marginal note: memo that 21st September 1591, before William 
Hopkins, mayor, Richard Goughe, who married Ann Swetnam, received £10 from 
Thomas Barker, ‘bondman’ of this recognizance. 

f.281v. A new recognizance for the Swetnam children was taken on 29th July, 29 
Elizabeth [1587], before William Hickes, mayor, in which Laurence Swetnam was to 
pay £10 each to Frances, Anne, Judith and Elizabeth Swetnam and to provide meat, 
drink, lodging and apparel and see them educated and instructed. No guarantors 
were given, but Laurence was to provide sureties for £80 ‘as shalbe thought mete 
and convenient’ by the mayor and Assistants in Orphans’ Causes, within one month 
of warning by the chamberlain. A marginal note shows that Laurence was the brother 
of the four Swetnam girls, although he was not mentioned in his father’s will. 


Alice and John junior, children of John Chambers. 


Folio: 268v-269r [2 recognizances]. 

Date: 18th March, 27 Elizabeth [18th March 1585] for Alice. 
7th May, 27 Elizabeth [7th May 1585] for John. 

Orphans: Alice and John Chambers, children of John, tailor. 

Ages: n.g. 

Guardian: William Chambers, tailor and brother of the late John Chambers. 

Inheritance: William Chambers was to pay Ann £10 on her day of marriage or 
at age 18 and to pay John £5 at age 21, and he was to provide meat, 
drink, lodging and apparel sufficient for their vocation and calling and 
see them well educated and instructed. 

Guarantors: For Alice: Richard Browne, tailor, and David Jones, miller, owed 
Nicholas Thorne, chamberlain, £20. 
For John: John Cole, tailor and Cornelius Anderson owed Nicholas 
Thorne, chamberlain, £10. 
All guarantors were to be replaced within one month if they should 
die, decay or withdraw from the city. 

Will: Wadley, Wills, no. 356: John Chambers, tailor. Given September 20th 
1580, proved October 13th 1578 (sic). Burial of John Chambers, 
September 23rd 1580, in St Nicholas’s records. 


ff.268v-269r. Recognizance for Alice Chambers crossed through. Marginal note: 
this recognizance was discharged because the said sum of £10 was paid to Alice 
Chambers on 21st May, 1594, before Thomas Aldworth, an alderman of the City of 
Bristol. 

f.269r. Recognizance for John Chambers is crossed through. Marginal note [undated]: 
the recognizance was discharged because John acknowledged receipt of £5 before 
Thomas Aldworth, an alderman of the city. 


Robert, William and Elizabeth, children of John Aust/Awste. 


Folio: 269v. 
Date: 12th October, 27 Elizabeth [12th October 1585]. 
Orphans: Robert, William and Elizabeth Aust, children of John, baker. 
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Ages: n.g. 

Guardian: Mary, widow of John Aust, baker. 

Inheritance: Mary was to give £20 to the children, viz: £5 to each of the boys at 
age 21 and £10 to Elizabeth on her wedding day or at her full age. 
Also, Mary was to find sufficient and convenient meat, drink, lodging 
and apparel, meet and convenient for their degree and calling, and see 
them well educated and instructed. 

Guarantors: William Benbowe, baker, and William Busshoppe, capper, owed 
Nicholas Thorne, chamberlain, £40 and they were to be replaced 
within one month if they should die, decay or withdraw from the city. 

Will: Wadley, Wills, no. 372 & 384: John Auste, baker. Given July 15th or 
25th 1583 [inadvertently entered twice, with different dates], proved 
September 27th 1583. 


f.288v. A new recognizance was taken for Robert, William and Elizabeth Auste 
on 25th September, 32 Elizabeth [1590], before William Birde, in which Ralph 
[Raffe] Thomas, baker, took over guardianship under the same conditions as above. 
Guarantors were Richard Gosnall, soapmaker, and Roger Browne, shoemaker, who 
owed Nicholas Thorne £40. 


Alice and William Perkyns; John, William and Bridget Shuttleworth, grandchildren 
of William Shuttleworth. 


Folio: 270r. 

Date: 6th May, 27 Elizabeth [6th May 1585]. 

Orphans: Alice and William Perkyns, children of Griffin Perkyns [William 
Shuttleworth’s son-in-law], and John, William and _ Bridget 
Shuttleworthe, children of John Shuttleworth, [plumber and son of 
William Shuttleworth], all grandchildren of William Shuttleworth. 

Ages: ng. 

Guardian: Elizabeth Shuttleworthe, widow of William Shuttleworthe, brewer. 

Inheritance: Elizabeth was to pay £20 to the chamberlain on the Feast Day of 
the Apostle St James, 1586, to be equally divided amongst the five 
children named, that is, to each of them £3, as described in the will of 
William Shuttleworthe. 

Guarantors: Thomas Thomlinson, clothier, and John Younge, shearman, owed 
Nicholas Thorne, chamberlain, £40. 

Will: Wadley, Wills, no. 380: William Shutlewoorth. Given March 17th 
1584, no record of probate. Temple church records show the marriage 
of William Shuttleworth and Elizabeth Sellman, November 30th 1574 
and the burial of William on March 19th 1584. Elizabeth was thus 
stepgrandmother to the children. 


f.270r. Marginal note: this recognizance was annulled because Robert Stone married 
said Elizabeth and paid £20 to the chamberlain. 

f.274r. A new recognizance was taken for John, William and Bridget Shuttleworth, 
children of John Shuttleworth, plumber, on 29th October, 30 Elizabeth [1588], when 
Robert Kytchen was mayor, in which their guardian was named as John Shuttleworth, 
plumber, their father. He was to pay each child £4 at age 21, or in Bridget’s case, on 
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her marriage. The guarantors were William Hunte, hatmaker, and Thomas Owen, 
tailor, owing Nicholas Thorne £24. 


Elizabeth, daughter of John Suche. 
Folio: 270v [see ff.110v-116v]. 


f.270v. Mayor Richard Cole [1585-6]. 


Thomas Axeson. 


Folio: 270v-27 Ir. 

Date: 11th November, 27 Elizabeth [11th November 1585]. 
Orphan: Thomas Axeson. 

Age: ng. 


Guardian: = Henry Paynter, baker. 

Inheritance: Henry Paynter was to pay Thomas Axeson £10 at age 21 and provide 
meat, drink, lodging and apparel meet for his degree and calling and 
see him well educated and brought up. 

Guarantors: John Lea and Edmund Coxe, merchant, owed Nicholas Thorne £20 
and they were to be replaced within one month if they should die, 
decay or withdraw from the city. 

Will: None found. 


f.271r. Mayor William Hickes [1586-7]. 


Henry and Thomas, sons of Henry and Elizabeth Elliott, grandsons of Elizabeth 
Slocombe. 


Folio: 271r-271v [2 recognizances, one for each orphan] and NewRegister, 
f.2r, includes another son, Robert. 

Date: 2nd April, 29 Elizabeth [2nd April 1587]. 

Orphan: Henry, Thomas [and Robert], sons of Henry Elliott, draper [and of 
Elizabeth nee Goodawle, daughter of Elizabeth Slocombe]. 

Age: ng. 


Guardians: Robert Williams, clothworker, for Henry; 
William Busher, tailor, for Thomas. 

Inheritance: Robert Williams was to pay Henry Elliott £10 at age 21, and William 
Busher was to pay the same to Thomas Elliott, according to the will 
of their grandmother, Elizabeth Slocombe, and the guardians were to 
provide meat, drink, lodging and apparel meet for their degree and 
calling and see them well educated and brought up. 

Guarantors: For Henry: William Busher, tailor, and Griffith Pirkins, shearman, 
owed Nicholas Thorne, chamberlain, £20. 

For Thomas: John Batten, carpenter, and Robert Williams, clothworker, 
owed the same. 

The guarantors were to be replaced within one month if they should 
die, decay or withdraw from the city 
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Will: Wadley, Wills, no. 383: Elizabeth Slocombe. Given October 21st 
1583, proved June 30th 1584. 


f.271v. Recognizance for Thomas Elliott, marginal note: John Batten was discharged 
by consent of the mayor and his place was taken by Robert Busher, tailor, before 
Robert Aldworth, mayor. 

‘New Register’ f.2r. A new recognizance was taken for Thomas, Henry and Robert 
Elliotte, children of Henry Elliotte, draper, on 12th January, 34 Elizabeth [1592] in 
which Thomas White, draper, was to pay the three boys £20 between them at age 21, 
left to them by Peter Mathews, draper. The guarantors, owing £40 to Thomas Pitt, 
chamberlain, were Robert Mathewes, clothier, and George Hamond, hooper. 


Grandchildren of Thomas and Welthian Bettes. 
Folio: 272r [see f.143r]. 


John and Richard, sons of Richard Saltern. 
Folio: 272v [see f.265v]. 


Ann, Mary, Elizabeth, daughters of Richard Younge. 


Folio: 273r. 

Date: 24th March, 29 Elizabeth [24th March 1587]. 

Orphans: Ann, Mary and Elizabeth Younge, daughters of Richard, merchant. 
Ages: ng. 

Guardian: John Andrewes, gentleman. 


Inheritance: John Andrewes was to pay each of the three girls £50 at the age of 21 
or on marriage, and if any died beforehand, then their portion was to 
go to the survivors. And if all of them died, their portions were to go 
to the residue of the children of Richard Younge. And John Andrewes 
was to find meat, drink, lodging and apparel according to their degree 
and calling and see them well educated and instructed. 

Guarantors: Robert Pirrey, gentleman, owed Ann, Mary and Elizabeth £400, and 
he was to be replaced within one month if he should die, decay or 
withdraw from the city 

Will: TNA PROB 11/64/231: will of Richard Younge, merchant, given 25th 
May 1581, proved 2nd May 1582. [Four daughters are mentioned in 
the will: Elizabeth, Lettice, Hanna or Anna and Mary and also a son, 
John, already settled in a parsonage. In addition to £100 each, the girls 
were bequeathed three properties between them. The executor of the 
will was their mother, Susan.] 


f.273r. Recognizance for the Younge daughters is partly crossed through. Marginal 
note [undated]: recognizance was discharged and void before John Butcher, mayor 
[1608-9]. Signed: Ham. 


Susan and Mary, daughters of William Yeman. 


Folio: 273V [see f.160r]. 
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Elizabeth, Mary, Thomas, Matilda, children of Thomas Gryffyth/Gryffythe/Griffith. 


Folio: 273v-274r; 285r—v; 286v; 287v [4 recognizances, one for each 
orphan]. 
Dates: 4th September, 29 Elizabeth [4th September 1587] for Elizabeth; 


26th May, 32 Elizabeth - Mayor William Byrde [1589-90]. 
[26th May 1590] one each for Mary and Thomas. 
4th June, 32 Elizabeth [4th June 1590] for Matilda. 

Orphans: Elizabeth, Mary, Thomas and Matilda Gryffyth, children of Thomas 
Griffyth/Griffith, merchant. 

Ages: n.g. 

Guardians: John Egglesfeild, mercer, for Elizabeth. 

William Draper, merchant, who married Elizabeth, widow of Thomas 
Griffith, for Mary. 

William Griffith, draper, for Thomas. 

Thomas Callowehill, apothecary, for Matilda. 

Inheritance: All guardians were to pay the children £50 each, according to the will 
of Thomas Griffith senior. And all guardians were to provide meat, 
drink, lodging and apparel meet for their degree and calling and to see 
them well educated and instructed. 

Guarantors: For Elizabeth: Bartholomew Cooke, goldsmith, and Edward Long, 
draper, owed Nicholas Thorne, chamberlain, £100. 

For Mary: William Hopkins, fishmonger, and Anthony Pill, glover, 
owed Nicholas Thorne £100. 

For Thomas: Thomas Pitcher, draper, and Hugh Griffith, merchant, 
owed Nicholas Thorne, chamberlain, £100. 

For Matilda: Thomas Mellen and Christopher Pitt, merchants, owed 
Nicholas Thorne, chamberlain, £100. 

The guarantors were to be replaced within one month if they should 
die, decay or withdraw from the city. 

Will: Wadley, Wills, no. 409: Thomas Gryffythe/Griffith. Given September 
13th 1586, proved October 11th 1586. [Five children are mentioned 
in the will: the four named in this recognizance and another son, John, 
probably older. The sum of the inventory was reckoned at £102 10s.] 


Recognizance for Mary Griffith on ff.285r—v is crossed through. Note in margin and 
below in English: on the last day of May 1594, before mayor Michael Pepwill, this 
recognizance is discharged for that ‘the lyke ys Taken and acknowledged’ by Hugh 
and William Gryffyth the day and year aforesaid. “Witnis thomas pytt chamberlane’. 
[There is no evidence of another recognizance for Mary. Perhaps she died, for she 
was not mentioned in 1601 when Thomas junior died, see below, f.286v]. 
Recognizance for Matilda Griffith on f.287v is crossed through. Note below: on 
3rd June 1596, Robert Bentley of Banbury in Oxford [Oxon] county, mercer, who 
married Matilda Gryfyth, before William Perphey, mayor, acknowledged receipt of 
£50 and this recognizance was void and discharged. 

Recognizance for Thomas Griffith on f.286v is crossed through. Note below: on 
14th May, 43 Elizabeth, 1601, this recognizance was discharged by John Hopkins, 
mayor, because Thomas Griffith died and John Griffith, son of Thomas Griffith, the 
father, received part of the £50, as also did Edward Bentley, merchant, who married 
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Elizabeth Griffith, daughter of Thomas, and also Robert Bentley of Banberye in 
County Oxon, who married Matilda, another daughter of Thomas. 


f.274r. Mayor Robert Kytchen [1588-9]. 
John, William, Bridget, children of John Shuttleworth. 


Folio: 


274r [see f.270r]. 


William, son of John Porter. 


Folio: 


274v [see f.152r]. 


James and Alice, children of Richard Gower/Goore. 


Folio: 

Date: 
Orphans: 
Ages: 
Guardian: 
Inheritance: 


Guarantors: 


Will: 


275r. 

12th February, 31 Elizabeth [12th February 1589]. 

James and Alice Gower, children of Richard, shoemaker. 

n.g. 

Margaret, widow of Richard Gower. 

Margaret was to deliver to the chamberlain, at or before 10th 
September next, the sums of money due to the children in their father’s 
will enrolled on the Tolsey, or before that date to find sureties to be 
bound in recognizance. 

Nicholas Blake, merchant, and Thomas Callowhill, apothecary owed 
Nicholas Thorne, chamberlain, £200. 

Wadley, Wills, no. 402: Richard Goore, shoemaker. Given January 6th 
1586, proved on second day after the Feast of the Ascension in the 
same year [14th May], record of burial at St Thomas’s on January 9th 
1586. [The will includes a second son, John, and also an unborn child, 
in addition to James and Alice. ] 


f.277r-v. In a new recognizance of 20th August, 31 Elizabeth [1589], before mayor 
Robert Kytchen, Margaret bound herself by the same conditions as before with 
guarantors Laurence Reade, dyer, and James Blunte, baker, who owed Nicholas 
Thorne £160. This recognizance is crossed through and a note below of 27th 
September, 40 Elizabeth [1598], shows that, before Thomas Aldworth, Assistant in 
Orphans’ Causes, Robert Taynte, gentleman, who married Alice Goare, and James 
Goare both received their legacies. 


Margery, daughter of William Currey. 


Folio: 


275v [see f.261v]. 


f.275v. Mayor William Hickes [1586-7]. 
John, son of Richard Knight. 


Folio: 
Date: 


275v. 
5th September, 28 Elizabeth [5th September 1586]. 
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Orphan: 
Age: 
Guardian: 
Inheritance: 


Guarantors: 


Will: 


John Knight, son of Richard, sailor. 

n.g. 

Henry Gryffythe, tailor. 

Henry Gryffythe was to pay John Knight £12 at age 21, bequeathed to 
him by John Pewet, mariner. And Henry was to provide meat, drink, 
lodging and apparel fit for John’s degree and calling and see him well 
educated. 

Richard Addams, ropemaker, and Richard Tykerton, clothier, owed 
Nicholas Thorne £24 

None found for John Pewet. 

TNA PROB 11/60/135: will of Richard Knight of Bristol, given 30th 
October 1576, proved 25th February 1577. [This is possibly John’s 
father. He bequeathed £7 to each of his three children, John, Agnes 
and Jane.] 


f.282r. Anew recognizance was taken on 24th September, 32 Elizabeth [1590] before 
mayor William Byrde, in which the guardian, Henry Griffyth, and the inheritance 
and conditions remained the same, but new guarantors, William Harrison, tailor, 
and Richard Eyverton, stapler, were appointed, owing Nicholas Thorne £24. This 
recognizance is crossed through with a marginal note that it was discharged because 
said William Harison paid John Knight the sum of £12 on 22nd December, 39 
Elizabeth, 1596, before William Yate, mayor. 


f.276r. Mayor Robert Kytchen [1588-9]. 


Thomas, William, Edward, Margery and John, children of Roger Shipman. 


Folio: 
Dates: 


Orphans: 


Ages: 
Guardian: 


Inheritance: 


Guarantors: 


Will: 


276r — 2771; 286r [5 recognizances, one for each orphan]. 

5th September, 31 Elizabeth 

[Sth September 1589] for Thomas, William, Edward and Margery. 
5th June, 32 Elizabeth — mayor William Byrde [1589-90]. 

[Sth June 1590] for John. 

Thomas, William, Edward, Margery, John Shipman, children of 
Roger, mercer. 

n.g. 

Bridget Jones, widow of Roger Shipman, and widow of John Jones, 
mercer. 

Bridget was to pay £50 to each child at age 21 or, for Margery, on 
her day of marriage. She was to provide meat, drink, lodging and 
apparel fit for their degree and calling and see them well educated and 
instructed. 

For Thomas: William Dyes, grocer, and Walter Williams, woollen 
draper. 

For William: John Buckforde, merchant, and Erasmus Wright, mercer. 
For Edward: John Young and Robert Aldworth, merchants. 

For Margery: Richard Tovye, merchant, and Ralph Wryte, mercer. 
For John: William Cary and Thomas Pitcher, drapers. 

All the guarantors owed Nicholas Thorne, chamberlain, £100. 
Wadley, Wills, no. 393: Roger Shipman, mercer. Given 11th July 1586, 
proved August 26th 1586 in Canterbury court. [In addition to the five 
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children above, all mentioned in the will, Bridget was pregnant at the 
time of Roger’s death.] 

TNA PROB 11/72/27: will of John Jones, mercer, given 28th November 
1587, proved 12th January 1588. [Bridget was again pregnant when 
John died. No other children or stepchildren are mentioned.] 


f.276v. The recognizance for Edward Shipman is crossed through. Marginal note: on 
19th April, 1611, John Higgens, now husband of Bridget Jones [her third, at least], 
and executor of the will of Edward Shipman, received £50 from the hand of Robert 
Aldworth, before John Eglesfielde, mayor, which was due to Bridget by virtue of 
Edward’s will. 

f.277r. Marginal note to Margery Shipman’s recognizance states that it was 
discharged. An insert concerning Margery seems to be part of another document and 
is written roughly in English. It is dated 25th March. 


“Roger Ollyver vs Richard Clery xxs 

Lente To wdson ijs vjd. 

Make a generall* acqwytawnce from Edmond Jones and Margery his wief, 
one of the daughters of Roger Shipman, deceased, unto Robert Aldworth of 
Bristol merchant for the somme of Fyfty powndes of Lawfull Englishe monie 
geven and bequeathed unto her the “said Margery by the said Roger her 
father. 

Make also a generall I[ett]re of attorney to his wife.’ 


* = crossed through. 


f.286r. Recognizance for John Shipman is crossed through. Marginal note: on 
18th September, 4 James, 1606, before Thomas James, mayor, John Shipman 
acknowledged himself fully satisfied of the sum in this recognizance specified 
through another security and this recognizance is discharged and null. Signed: Ham. 


f.277v. Mayor William Byrde [1589-90]. 


Simon, Lettice and Elizabeth, children of Simon Linche/Lynche. 


Folio: 277v; 2781; 2794 [3 recognizances, one for each orphan]. 
Dates: 28th May, 31 Elizabeth [28th May 1589] for Simon. 
Last day of July, 31 Elizabeth [July 31st 1589] for Lettice. 
12th May, 31 Elizabeth [12th May 1589] for Elizabeth. 


Orphans: Simon, Lettice and Elizabeth Linche, children of Simon, ship’s 
carpenter or shipwright. 
Ages: ng. 


Guardians: Richard Rice, tailor, for Simon. 
Thomas Jones, hosier, for Lettice. 
John Dunne, dyer, for Elizabeth. 

Inheritance: Simon: Richard Ryce was to pay £28 to Simon Linche at age 21. 
Lettice: Thomas Jones was to pay Lettice £27 and either two spruce 
chests, or 20s. in money, at her choice, at age 21 or on her day of 
marriage. 
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Elizabeth: John Dunne was to pay Elizabeth £25 10s. and either a 
spruce chest, or 30s. in money, at her choice, at age 21 or on her day 
of marriage. 
All guardians were to provide meat, drink, lodging and apparel fit 
for the children’s degree and calling and see them well educated and 
instructed. 

Guarantors: For Simon: William Carye, woollen draper, and Richard Smythe, 
tanner, owed Nicholas Thorne, chamberlain, £56. 
For Lettice: Thomas Pytcher, draper, and Roger Bowman, merchant, 
owed Nicholas Thorne, chamberlain, £55. 
For Elizabeth: Walter Shepard, butcher, and James Blunte, baker, 
owed Nicholas Thorne, chamberlain, £56. 
All guarantors were to be replaced within one month if they should 
die, decay or withdraw from the city. 

Will: None found. 


f.278r. Recognizance for Lettice is crossed through. Marginal note: this recognizance 
was discharged because Thomas Jones paid £20 to Thomas Aldwirth, alderman, 5th 
February, 39 Elizabeth [1597], William Yate then mayor. A further marginal note, in 
English, states that the same £20 was delivered to John Donn, “as by his recognizance 
in the new book, f.10, may appear’. 

‘New Register’, ff.10v-l1r. A new recognizance was taken for Lettice on 10th 
February, 39 Elizabeth [1597], before mayor William Yate, in which John Donne, 
yeoman, promised to pay Lettice £27 and two spruce chests or 20s. in money at age 
21 or on her day of marriage. A note below states that it was agreed that John Donne 
should pay, from 29th September last, the sum of 30s. annually to the use of Lettice. 
A marginal note on f.11r shows that, on 26th February 1600, Lettice received £27 
and £3 interest before John Hopkins and so the recognizance was cancelled. 

f.289r. A new recognizance was taken for Elizabeth Linche on 17th October, 32 
Elizabeth [1590], before William Hopkins, mayor, in which John Dune, dyer, 
continued as guardian, now owing Elizabeth £26 10s. and one spruce chest or 30s. 
The guarantors, owing £60, were Thomas Fouckes, baker, and William Webbe, 
steward.” This recognizance is crossed through and a note below is also crossed 
through. The note is dated 22nd April, 44 Elizabeth [1602] and records that John 
Dune and his son, John Dune, had acknowledged before John Vawer, mayor, owing 
Thomas Pytte, chamberlain, for the use of Elizabeth Linch, £26 8d., but now, 
through use and interest of said sum [per usum et interesse], from the Feast of the 
Annunciation to the Blessed Virgin [25th March] until the day of payment, the sum 
was £26 10s. 

A note below on f.289r, dated 26th March 1608, 6 James, records the discharge of 
the recognizance when Elizabeth Lynche came before Mathew Haviland, mayor, 
and received £31 7s. 6d. Signed: Ham and Mathew Haviland. The same information 
is repeated in a marginal note, which adds the names of three mayors, William 
Vawer, Thomas James and Mathew Haviland, who, with the Assistants in Orphans’ 
Causes, had given separate orders [per seperales ordines| concerning the interest 
due. Signed: H Ham. 


* The occupation of William Webbe is uncertain. The word used in the recognizance to describe his 


occupation is ‘Ushalter’ , possibly haushalter or estate steward or possibly upholder or upholsterer. 
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‘New Register’, f.25v. A new recognizance was taken for Simon Lynche on 24th 
May 41 Elizabeth [1599], before mayor William Ellis, in which Thomas Whitterne, 
saddler, agreed to pay Simon £36 on 25th May 1608, and meanwhile to provide 
meat, drink and apparel and to bring him up according to his estate and degree. 
Thomas’s sureties for 100 marks were John Dowtye, merchant, and Mathew Cable, 
yeoman. A marginal note shows that Simon collected £36 on May 27th 1608. 


f.278r. Mayor John Barnes [1587-8]. 
John, Anne and Elizabeth, children of Edward Lane. 


Folio: 
Dates: 


Orphans: 
Ages: 
Guardians: 


Inheritance: 


Guarantors: 


Will: 


278r—v; 278v [2 recognizances] 

13th July, 30 Elizabeth [13th July 1588] for John and Anne. 

29th August, 30 Elizabeth [29th August 1588] for Elizabeth. 
John, Anne and Elizabeth Lane, children of Edward. 

ng. 

Peter Lane of Wells in Somerset, yeoman, Edward Lane’s brother, for 
John and Anne. 

Hugh Chicke of Buckland in County Dorset, yeoman, husband of 
Edward’s sister Margaret, for Elizabeth. 

John and Anne: Peter Lane was to pay them £29 6s. 8d. in manner and 
form following, viz: £16 to John at age 21 and 20 marks (£13 6s. 8d.) 
to Anne at age 18. 

Elizabeth: Hugh Chicke was to pay her £11 and other bequests 
mentioned in the will of Edward Lane at the age of 18. 

The guardians were to provide meat, drink, lodging and apparel fit 
for the children’s degree and calling and see them well educated and 
instructed. 

For John and Anne: Thomas Maycocke, M.A. [Edward’s cousin] 
owed Nicholas Thorne £60. 

For Elizabeth: William Wraylande of Mappowder in the said county 
[Dorset], yeoman, owed Nicholas Thorne £24. 

TNA PROB 11/72/625, Edward Lane of Bristol, given May 18th 
1588, proved July 4th 1588. [Edward’s brother, Peter Lane, was given 
custody of Anne, with the instruction to see her kept ‘in like sorte as 
heretofore he hath donne’, and also the custody of John Lane, with 
a helping hand from Edward’s cousin, Thomas Maycocke. Elizabeth 
was in the custody of Edward’s brother-in-law, Hugh Chicke, husband 
of Edward’s sister Margaret. Three other children, Margaret, Judith 
and Edward, were mentioned. Edward’s wife, Mary, was bequeathed 
a few household goods while his little garden in the city of Bristol at 
‘the Barre’ was left to his sole executor, his mother-in-law Clement 
Poyner. Her will of December/January 1600-01, in Tudor Wills, 
No.144, p.69, shows that all three children were still living at that 
time. ] 
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f.279r. Mayor Robert Kychen [1588-9]. 
Elizabeth, daughter of Simon Linch/Lynche. 


Folio: 


279r [see f.277v]. 


f.279v. Mayor William Hickes [1586-7]. 


Grandchildren of Thomas and Welthian Bettes. 


Folio: 


279V [see f.143r]. 


John and David Jones and Robert Addams, stepsons and son of Thomas Addams. 


Folio: 
Date: 
Orphans: 


Ages: 
Guardian: 
Inheritance: 


Guarantors: 


Will: 


279v. 

Ist May, 29 Elizabeth [1st May 1587]. 

John and David Jones, stepsons, and Robert Addams, son of Thomas 
Addams, tanner. 

n.g. 

Richard Smythe, tanner and overseer of Thomas Addams’s will. 
Richard Smythe was to pay John and David Jones £10, equally divided 
between them, and to give Robert Addams the best piece of arras or 
tapestry which Thomas Addams had at the time of his death, when 
they reached age 21, according to the will of Thomas Addams. 

Roger Bowman, merchant, and John Collens, woollen draper, owed 
Nicholas Thorne £26 13s. 4d. and were to be replaced within one 
month if they should die, decay or withdraw from the city. 

Wadley, Wills, no. 389: Thomas Addams, tanner. Given May 27th or 
17th 1585, proved June 26th 1585. [John and David Jones were the 
sons of Thomas Addams’s wife, Joan.] 


f.280r. Mayor William Byrde [1589-90]. 


Rachel, daughter of Richard Rogers senior. 


Folio: 

Date: 
Orphan: 
Age: 
Guardian: 
Inheritance: 


Guarantors: 


Will: 


280r [and see f.287r below]. 

14th May, 32 Elizabeth [14th May 1590]. 

Rachel Rogers, daughter of Richard (senior), soapmaker. 

n.g. 

Richard Rogers (junior), soapmaker, brother of Rachel. 

Richard Rogers was to give Rachel £100 and other legacies bequeathed 
to her by their father, Richard, at age 21 or on her day of marriage, and 
during her minority and not marriage, Richard was to provide meat, 
drink, lodging and apparel and see her well educated and instructed. 
William Yate, soapmaker, and Peter Bysse, gentleman, owed Nicholas 
Thorne, chamberlain, £200. They were to be replaced within one 
month if they should die, decay or withdraw from the city. 

Wadley, Wills, no. 420: Richard Rogers the elder, soapmaker. Given 
May 28th 1588, proved June 19th 1588. 
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Note below recognizance for Rachel Rogers and in margin in English: memo 
that 21st January 37 Elizabeth [1595] before Francis Knight, mayor, “there came 
Arthur Meades and Rachell his wyef daughter unto Richard Rogers deceased’ 
and acknowledged receipt of £100 and other legacies. Witness Thomas Pytt, 
Chamberlain. Ham 


Mary, Matthew and William, children of Richard Rogers junior. 


Folio: 
Date: 
Orphans: 


Ages: 
Guardian: 


Inheritance: 


Guarantors: 


Will: 


2871 [and see f.280r above]. 

29th May, 32 Elizabeth [29th May 1590]. 

Mary, Mathew and William Rogers, children of Richard Rogers junior 
and grandchildren of testator, Richard Rogers senior. 

ng. 

Richard Rogers, soapmaker, [son of testator and father of the three 
beneficiaries above]. 

Richard Rogers was to give Mary, Mathew and William Rogers £40, 
20 marks to each (£13 6s. 8d.), ‘at such time as they be of discretion 
to Rwle and governe the same’, as stated in the will of Richard senior, 
and if any of them should die, their portion was to be paid to the 
surviving children. And Richard was to provide meat, drink, lodging 
and apparel fit for their degree and calling during their minority not 
marriage, and see them well educated and instructed. 

Robert Rogers, soapmaker, [brother of Richard junior], and Peter 
Bysse, gentleman [overseer of will], owed Nicholas Thorne, 
chamberlain, £80, and they were to be replaced within one month if 
they should die, decay or withdraw from the city. 

Wadley, Wills, no. 420: Richard Rogers the elder, soapmaker. Given 
May 28th 1588, proved June 19th 1588. 


Marginal note in English: £10 to be paid to Marie, mother of William Rogers. 


Mary, Elizabeth, James and Bridget, children of Edward Chester. 


Folio: 


Date: 
Orphans: 


Ages: 
Guardian: 


Inheritance: 


Guarantors: 


280r—v [2 recognizances, one for Mary and Elizabeth, one for 
James and Bridget]. 

14th July, 32 Elizabeth [14th July 1590]. 

Mary and Elizabeth, James and Bridget Chester, children of Edward, 
merchant, and grandchildren of Thomas Slocombe. 

ng. 

Thomas Holcomb(e), merchant, who married Bridget Chester, widow 
of Edward Chester. 

Thomas Holcombe was to give to Mary and Elizabeth Chester £10 
each, and the same to James and Bridget Chester, left to them by 
their grandfather Thomas Slocombe, late alderman, as limited and 
appointed in his will, and Thomas Holcomb was to provide meat, 
drink, lodging and apparel fit for their degree and calling and see them 
well educated and instructed. 

For Mary and Elizabeth: Walter Dennynge and Richard Powell, 
merchants. 
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For James and Bridget: John Hoskins and William Wickham, 
merchants. 

All guarantors owed Nicholas Thorne, chamberlain, £40, and were to 
be replaced within one month if they should die, decay or withdraw 
from the city. 

Will: Wadley, Wills, no. 405: Thomas Slocombe. Given June 22nd 1586, 
proved December 2nd 1586. [Thomas made a bequest of £60 to his 
daughter, Bridget Chester, and £10 each to her four children named in 
the recognizance. ] 


Joan, daughter of Walter Davys/Davyes/Davis. 


Folio: 281r—v [2 recognizances for Joan Davys, the first for £150 and the 
second for £50]. 

Date: 3rd September, 32 Elizabeth [3rd September 1590]. 

Orphan: Joan Davys, daughter of Walter, glover. 

Age: n.g. 


Guardian: Edith, widow of Walter Davys. 

Inheritance: Edith was to pay Joan £150 and £50 at age 21 or on her day of 
marriage, and during Joan’s minority and not marriage Edith was to 
provide meat, drink, lodging and apparel fit for her degree and calling 
and also see her well educated and instructed. 

Guarantors: Robert Chaundler, goldsmith, and William Slade, mercer, owed 
Nicholas Thorne, chamberlain, £300, and James Baughe and Charles 
Baughe, glovers, owed £100. All guarantors were to be replaced 
within one month if they should die, decay or withdraw from the city. 

Will: Wadley, Wills, no. 429: Walter Davyes/Davis, glover. Given May 
24th 1589, published, sealed and subscribed, January 7th 1589 (sic), 
proved May 20th, 1590. [Edith was pregnant at the time of Walter’s 
death. For one of her tenements, rent of a 10 Ib sugar loaf and a box of 
marmalade was required on New Year’s Day.] 


First recognizance for Joan Davys on f.28 Ir is crossed through. Marginal note: this 
recognizance was annulled because another was taken and undertaken by Robert 
Chaundler, Erasmus Wright and Thomas Callowhill on 26th February, 38 Elizabeth 
[1596] before William Perphey, mayor, f.293. 

Second recognizance for Joan Davys on f.28 |v is crossed through. Marginal note: on 
3rd October, 34 Elizabeth, 1592, James Baugh paid Thomas Pytte, chamberlain, £50 
and so this recognizance was discharged before mayor Thomas Aldworth. Signed: 
Ham and Thomas Aldworth, mayor. 

f.293r. A new recognizance was taken for Joan Davis on 27th February, 38 Elizabeth 
[1596], before William Perphey, mayor, in which Robert Chaundler, goldsmith, was 
to pay Thomas Pytt, chamberlain, £150 at or before the Feast of St Michael the 
Archangel next [29th September], at or in the common place of audience called 
the Tolsey of Bristol. His guarantors were Erasmus Wright, mercer, and Thomas 
Callowhill, apothecary, who owed Thomas Pytt, chamberlain, £300. 

f.293v. Anew recognizance for Joan Davis was taken on 27th November, 38 Elizabeth 
[1595], before William Parfey, mayor, in which Thomas Greves, soapmaker, agreed 
to pay Joan Davis £50 at age 21 or on her day of marriage, and if she should die, 
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then he was to pay the money to Edward Colthirst of the city of Bristol, gentleman, 
within one month. Guarantors were William Greves, merchant, and William Short, 
tailor, owing Thomas Pitt £100. This recognizance is crossed through and a marginal 
note, in Latin, relates that on 10th May 1598, Thomas Wenman, who married Joan 
Davis, acknowledged full satisfaction and payment of the sum of £50 and so the 
recognizance was discharged before mayor John Webbe. 

‘New Register’, f.7v. A recognizance, taken on 30th October, 38 Elizabeth [1596], 
before mayor William Yate, cancelled the previous recognizance and, instead, 
Thomas Wenman, gentleman, of the University of Oxford [and Joan’s future 
husband], and Edward Colthurst, [her stepfather and husband of her mother Edith], 
took over guardianship of £150 from William Yate as part of Joan’s portion of £200, 
to be paid to her at age 21 or on marriage. A marginal note repeats the information 
that she married Wenman on 10th May 1598 and that Joan was satisfied of £150 
owed to her. 


Thomas, son of William Gyttons/Gyttins. 


Folio: 281v [and see Colston recognizance, f.284v below]. 

Date: 20th September, 32 Elizabeth [20th September 1590]. 
Orphan: Thomas Gyttons, son of William, merchant, and Mary. 
Age: ng. 


Guardian: Mary, widow of William Gyttons. 

Inheritance: Mary was to pay Thomas £100 in part payment of his father’s legacy 
on the Feast Day of St Michael the Archangel [29th September] 1593 
at or in the common place of audience called the Tolsey in Bristol. 
And Mary was to find convenient meat, drink, lodging and apparel, fit 
for his degree and calling, and see him well educated and instructed. 

Guarantors: George Snigge, esquire [armiger] and Hugh Griffythe, merchant, 
owed Nicholas Thorne £200 and they were to be replaced within one 
month if they should die, decay or withdraw from the city. 

Will: Wadley, Wills, no. 407: William Gyttins. Given January Ist 1582, 
proved March 20th 1586. [William mentioned four underage sons, 
including Thomas, as well as four daughters, one of whom, Elizabeth, 
already had two children by William Colston, see below, f.284v.] 


f.281v. Note below recognizance for Thomas Gyttons, in English: on 27th February 
1593, before mayor Michael Pepwall and Thomas Pytt, chamberlain, Thomas 
Gyttens acknowledged himself satisfied of £100. Marginal note: ‘and did cawse this 
recognizaunce of C li to be dischardged and therefore I Thomas Pytt Chamberlaine 
of this Cyttie do likewise dischardge this said recognisaunce. Witnis my hand / 
Thomas pytt Chamberlaine’. 


f.281v. Mayor William Hickes [1586-7]. 
Frances, Anne, Judith, Elizabeth, daughters of Richard Swetnam. 
Folio: 281v [see f.268v]. 
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f.282r. Mayor William Byrde [1589-90]. 
John, son of Richard Knight. 


Folio: 


282r [see f.275v]. 


John, Elizabeth and William, children of John Boswell. 


Folio: 

Date: 
Orphans: 
Ages: 
Guardian: 
Inheritance: 


Guarantors: 


Will: 


282v, 2831, 285r [3 recognizances, one for each orphan]. 

5th June, 32 Elizabeth [Sth June 1590]. 

John, Elizabeth and William Boswell, children of John, grocer. 

n.g. 

John Cullimer, draper. 

John Cullimer was to pay John Boswell £30 in such time, manner 
and form as given in his father’s will and the same for Elizabeth and 
William Boswell. And John Cullimer was to provide meat, drink, 
lodging and apparel and see them educated and instructed. 

For John: George Lane, merchant, and John Egglesfeilde, mercer, 
owed Nicholas Thorne, chamberlain, £60. 

For Elizabeth: John Younge and William Wallis, merchants, owed 
Nicholas Thorne, chamberlain, £60. 

For William: Peter Hill, upholsterer and John Menick, merchant, 
owed Nicholas Thorne, chamberlain, £60. 

All guarantors were to be replaced within one month if they should 
die, decay or withdraw from the city. 

Wadley, Wills, no. 408: John Boswell: Given March 20th 1586, 
proved May 13th 1587. [John left £30 to his two sons, William and 
John junior and £40 to his daughter Elizabeth.] 


f.282v. Marginal note to recognizance for John Boswell: 21st August 1606, before 
mayor Thomas James, Richard Boswell acknowledged receiving £30 in the condition 
of the above written recognizance by virtue of letters of attorney [virtute l(ite )rarum 
Attornati] granted to said Richard by John Boswell, following which judgement the 
recognizance was discharged. [Richard was probably the brother of John Boswell 
senior, and overseer of his will]. 

f.285r. Recognizance for William Boswell crossed through and marginal note: 20th 
January, 45 Elizabeth [1603], before Ralph Hurte, mayor, William Boswell received 
£30 and so this recognizance was discharged and void. 


Mary, daughter of David Oldfeilde/Oldfeild/Oldfield. 


Folio: 

Date: 
Orphan: 
Age: 
Guardian: 
Inheritance: 


283v. 

15th May 32 Elizabeth [15th May 1590]. 

Mary Oldfeilde, daughter of David Oldfeild, clothier. 

ng. 

Thomas Tydder, apothecary and Mary’s brother-in-law. 

Thomas Tydder was to pay Mary Oldfeilde £20 at the time and in 
manner and form specified by her father’s will. And during her 
minority, not marriage, he was to provide meat, drink, lodging and 
apparel and see her well educated and instructed. 
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Guarantors: Thomas Callowhill, apothecary, and William Wallis, merchant, owed 
Nicholas Thorne £40 and they were to be replaced within one month 
if they should die, decay or withdraw from the city. 

Will: Wadley, Wills, no. 412: David Oldefeilde, shearman. Given June 13th, 
1587, proved February 6th 1587 (sic). 

Tudor Wills, no. 72: Mary Olfylde, singlewoman. Given September 
27th 1597, nuncupative, proved October 29th 1597. 


f.283v. Recognizance for Mary Oldfeild is crossed through. Note below in English: 
on 6th April 1599, John Oldfield, brother to Mary, deceased, had £3 given to him by 
her last will and testament, and Mawde Tytder, sister to Mary, had £4 bequeathed to 
her by Mary, and Anne Graunt, sister to Mary, had £3, and the remaining £10 of the 
£20 were given to Mawde Tytde towards the bringing up of her [five] children. And 
they all came before mayor William Ellis and acknowledged themselves satisfied, 
whereupon the present recognizance is discharged. Signed: William Ellis mayor. 
[Thomas Tydder or Tyther had been apprenticed to his guarantor, Thomas Callowhill. 
Tydder married Maud Oldfild in June 1583 and probably died in 1597, since Mary, 
who made her will on 27th September 1597, referred to Thomas Tydder as lately 
deceased. Tydder’s widow, Maud, married Thomas Haughton, apothecary, in 
1599}? 


Joan, daughter of William Hamond. 


Folio: 284r [see f.264r]. 


f.284v. Mayor William Hopkins [1590-91]. 


George and William junior, sons of William Colston. 


Folio: 284v [and see Gyttons, f.281v above]. 

Date: 3rd October, 32 Elizabeth [3rd October 1590]. 

Orphans: George and William Colston, sons of William, merchant, and of 
Elizabeth Gyttens, daughter of William and Mary. 

Ages: n.g. [George was probably born in 1581 and so 9, see note on f.163v]. 


Guardian: Mary Gyttens, widow of William Gyttens, merchant, and maternal 
grandmother of the Colston children. 

Inheritance: William Gyttens left to George and William Colston £25 each at age 
21, which Mary was to pay to her grandsons. 

Guarantors: William Ellis and William Sprint, merchants, owed Nicholas Thorne 
£100 and were to be replaced within one month if they should die, 
decay or withdraw from the city. 

Will: Wadley, Wills, no. 407: William Gyttins. Given January Ist 1582, 
proved March 20th 1586. 


f.284v. Recognizance for George and William Colston is crossed through. Marginal 
note: on 2nd January, 44 Elizabeth [1602], George Colston acknowledged receipt 
of £25 from William Ellis and so this recognizance was discharged of £25. Signed: 
Ham. 


“3 Tam grateful to Jonathan Barry for supplying this information. 
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Further marginal note: on 21st May, | James, 1603, before Ralph Hurte, mayor, 
William Colston acknowledged receipt of £25 from William Ellys and so this 
recognizance was discharged. ‘HHam. Per me William Coliston Junor’ [signed]. 
f.163v. A signed declaration by George Colston, dated 2nd January, 44 Elizabeth 
[1602], described George as a gentleman, of Middle Temple, London, and gave 
his age as 21 and his guardian as Mary Gittens. He acknowledged receipt of his 
inheritance of £25, as guaranteed by William Ellis, merchant. 

‘New Register’, f.25r. A recognizance dated 22nd February, 41 Elizabeth [1599], is 
for a bequest from Thomas Colston, alderman, uncle to George and William Colston 
and also to their siblings Thomas, Lawrence, Christopher, Susan and Ann. Their 
father, William, gentleman, together with merchants Richard Jones and Morgan 
Reade, guaranteed £300. 


f.285r. Mayor William Byrde [1589-90]. 
William, son of John Boswell. 


Folio: 285r [see f.282v]. 


Mary, daughter of Thomas Griffith. 
Folio: 285r [see f.273v]. 


John the younger and William, sons of John Brinston/Brinsdon/Brynsdon. 


Folio: 285v-286r [2 recognizances, one for each orphan]. 

Date: 11th June, 32 Elizabeth [11th June 1590]. 

Orphans: John Brinsdon the younger and William, sons of John, merchant. 
Ages: n.g. 


Guardian: = Abell Kytchen, husband of Dorothy, John Brinsdon’s widow. 

Inheritance: Abell was to pay John Brinston junior £100, and to pay William 
Brinsdon £50, in the manner and form set out in their father’s will. 

Guarantors: For John: Robert Kytchen and John Barker, merchants, owed Nicholas 
Thorne, chamberlain, £200. 
For William: Roger Bowman, merchant, and John Eddye, hooper, 
owed Nicholas Thorne, chamberlain, £100. 

Will: Wadley, Wills, no. 424: John Brinsdon. Given April 3rd 1588, proved 
June 18th 1588. [Both sons and their inheritances were mentioned, as 
in the recognizance. ] 


f.285v. Recognizance for John Brindson is crossed through. Marginal note: on 
29th May, 1600, before Richard Jones, mayor, John Brinsdon acknowledged 
full satisfaction of the sum of £100 from the hands of Abell Kytchen and so the 
present recognizance was discharged. Signed: Ham. Thomas Pitt, “chamberlaine’. A 
further marginal note, below this one, is written in English and crossed through. It 
records that there was another recognizance taken of Nicholas Webbe of Marshfield 
[Mershefeild] for £50, part of the recognizance of £100, as appears on f.292. 

f.292r. A new recognizance for John Brindsdon was taken on 2nd November, 36 
Elizabeth 1594] before mayor Francis Knight in which Nicholas Webbe, glover, 
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gentleman, Ryce Jones, merchant, Edward Lytlehals, salter, and Thomas Clemente, 
soapmaker, all undertook to pay John Brinsdon £50 at age 21, part of a legacy 
bequeathed by his father. They also promised to pay to the chamberlain £5 yearly for 
the use of John Brinsdon, at four feasts or terms in the year, by even portions. And 
if John should die, his legacy was to be paid in the same way to his brother William. 
And if William should die, within two months the sum of £50 was to be paid to Abell 
Kytchen and his wife Dorothy, executor of John Brinsdon’s will, together with so 
much of the interest money for the use of the said £50 as would be due at the death 
of William. 

f.292r. Marginal notes, crossed through: before William Ellis, on 12th July, 41 
Elizabeth [1599], William (sic) Webbe of Marshfield [Marsfield] in County 
Gloucester acknowledged owing Thomas Pitte, chamberlain, £100 for the use of 
John Brinsdon. He was to pay £47 10s. to the chamberlain for John Brinsdon on the 
following 2nd August at the Tolsey in Bristol in full discharge and satisfaction of this 
recognizance, acknowledged by Nicholas Webbe and others. 

A further marginal note on f.292r is not crossed through and states that on May 
30th, 42 Elizabeth [1600], this recognizance was discharged and void because John 
Brinsdon received £47 10s. before Richard Jones, mayor. This is followed by a 
personal attestation by John Brinsdon the younger, witnessed by Abell Kytchen, of 
receipt of the above sum. 


Thomas, son of Thomas Griffith. 
Folio: 286v [see f.273v]. 


Mary, Mathew, William, children of Richard Rogers junior. 
Folio: 2871 [see f.280r]. 


Matilda, daughter of Thomas Griffith. 
Folio: 287v [see f.273v]. 


Agnes, daughter of Thomas Saull. 


Folio: 288r. 

Date: 17th August, 32 Elizabeth [17th August 1590]. 
Orphan: Agnes Saull, daughter of Thomas, draper. 

Age: ng. 


Guardian: | Edward Longe, draper. 

Inheritance: Edward Longe was to pay Agnes £40, left to her in the will of Guillian 
[Julian] Robertes, at such days and times and in such manner and form 
as mentioned in the same will. And, in her minority and not marriage, 
Edward was to provide meat, drink, lodging and apparel and see her 
well educated and instructed. 

Guarantors: Arthur Tempeste, grocer, and Samuell Willet, tailor, owed Nicholas 
Thorne £80 and they were to be replaced within one month if they 
should die, decay or withdraw from the city. 
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Will: 


Wadley, Wills, no. 391: Julian Roberts, widow. Given April 22nd 1584, 
no record of proof, but burial in St Nicholas’s was recorded on June 
Ist 1584. [Agnes is referred to as Ann Saull, Julian’s goddaughter, and 
Edward Longe as Julian’s friend. ] 


f.288r. Recognizance for Agnes Saull is crossed through. Marginal note: on 18th 
March, 44 Elizabeth, [1602] before William Vawer, Thomas Waters, who married 
Agnes, acknowledged receipt of £40 and so the recognizance was discharged and 
void. [Signed] Ham, Thomas Waters. 


Robert. William, Elizabeth, children of John Auste. 


Folio: 


288v [see f.269v]. 


f.289r. Mayor William Hopkins [1590-91]. 


Elizabeth, daughter of Simon Linche. 


Folio: 


289r [see f.277v]. 


Edmund, son of Sampson Edwardes. 


Folio: 

Date: 
Orphan: 
Age: 
Guardian: 
Inheritance: 


Guarantors: 


Will: 


289v. 

10th November, 32 Elizabeth [10th November 1590]. 

Edmund Edwardes, son of Sampson, baker. 

n.g. 

Thomas Brooke, haberdasher and executor of Joan Stone. 

Thomas Brooke was to pay Edmund Edwardes, at age 21, 100 marks 
(£66 13s. 4d.) and silver plate, household stuff and other things 
bequeathed to him in the will of Joan Stone, his grandmother, widow 
of John Stone, late mayor of Bristol. 

Nicholas Blake, merchant, and John Harison, mercer, owed Nicholas 
Thorne £300 and they were to be replaced within one month if they 
should die, decay or withdraw from the city. 

Wadley, Wills, no. 428: Joan Stone, widow. Given April 30th 1590, 
proved July 3rd 1590. [The will included a bequest to Sampson 
Edwards, Joan’s son-in-law.] 


f.289v. Recognizance for Edmund Edwardes is crossed through. Marginal note: 
On 13th April, 40 Elizabeth [1598], the recognizance was discharged because the 
money, household stuff and plate were delivered to Edmund Edwardes. John Webbe 
mayor. Signed: Ham. 


Children of George Martin [incomplete]. 


Folio: 
Date: 
Orphans: 
Ages: 
Guardian: 


290r. 

12th November, 32 Elizabeth [12th November 1590]. 
Orphans and children of George Martin, chandler. 

n.g. 

Laurence Reade, dyer. 
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Inheritance: The will details bequests to George Martin’s children. 

Guarantors: Edmund Langford and Thomas Aytcharde, drapers, owed £80 to 
Nicholas Thorne. 

Will: Wadley, Wills, no.419: George Martin, soapmaker and chandler. Given 
December 31st 1589, proved 14th January 1589 (sic) at London. [This 
will shows that George had 6 children, two sons and four daughters.] 


[This entry on f.290r for George Martin’s children is crossed through but is only 
half of a recognizance, the first Latin part. The English condition which follows it, 
and which is also crossed through, is for John Gough, son of Henry, and is repeated 
on f.290v. A marginal note explains that it is void because the same is written on 
the following page. There seems to be no condition attached to the bequests to the 
Martin children. ] 


f.290r. Mayor Michael Pepwall [1593-4]. 


John, Elizabeth [and Matthew — see ‘The New Register’ | children of Henry Gough/ 
Goughe. 


Folio: 290r-v; 292v [2 recognizances, one for John and one for 
Elizabeth]. 
Dates: 15th August, 36 Elizabeth 


[15th August 1594] for John. 
1st March, 37 Elizabeth Mayor Francis Knight [1594-5] 
[1st March 1595] for Elizabeth. 

Orphans: John Gough, [3rd] son of Henry Goughe, merchant, and Elizabeth 
Gough. 

Ages: ng. 

Guardians: John Slye, soapmaker, for John. 

William Cole, merchant, for Elizabeth. 

Inheritance: Henry Gough, in his will of 20th January 1592, left £100 each to his 
son John and to his daughter Elizabeth, and if they should die, their 
portion was to be divided between their three siblings, including Anne 
and Matthew Gough, within one year. 

John Gough: John Slye, Edward Nicholls and William Puddye were to 
pay him £100 at age 14. And John Slye was to pay £8 for the keep of 
John Gough quarterly, viz: 40s. at the Feast of the Nativity of St John 
the Baptist [24th June], 40s. at the Feast of St Michael the Archangel 
[29th September], 40s. at the Feast of the Birth of Our Lord God [25th 
December] and 40s. at the Annunciation of our Blessed Lady St Mary 
the Virgin [25th March]. And if John died before reaching age 14, the 
£8 was to be paid for the use of the other children within one year of 
his death. 

Elizabeth: William Cole, John Boulton and Richard Boswell were 
to pay the chamberlain £100 at or before she reached the age of 15. 
And £8 a year was to be paid to whoever kept and maintained her, 
quarterly, as in the recognizance for John Gough. 

Guarantors: For John: Edward Nicholls and William Puddye, grocers, owed 
Thomas Pytte, chamberlain, £200. A marginal note on f.290v shows 
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that on 2nd November 1598, Thomas Davys, grocer, replaced Edward 
Nichols who died. 

For Elizabeth: John Boulton, merchant, and Richard Boswell, 
apothecary, owed Thomas Pitt £200. 

All guarantors were to be replaced within one month if they should 
die, decay or withdraw from the city. 

Will: Wadley, Wills, no. 442: Henry Goughe, merchant. Given January 20th 
1592, proved November 13th 1593. [Five children were named in the 
will: George, Matthew, Anne, Elizabeth and John. George, the eldest, 
was left property, and the other four were bequeathed £100 each. 
Recognizances for Elizabeth and John, probably the two youngest, 
are given in the register, and a further recognizance for Matthew is 
given in ‘The New Register’ and has been included here. It seems 
likely that the £8 annually was to pay for apprenticeships, as Henry’s 
will stipulated that this sum should be paid at age 18 or later for John, 
and at age 18 or on marriage for Elizabeth, unless it was used to pay 
for an apprenticeship. ] 


ff.290v [margin] and 291r. Two notes in English state that on 9th April 1603 Mary 
Slie, widow of John Slie, brought to the Court of Orphans and paid to the Tolsey of 
Bristol the sum of £50, being part of the £100 given to John Gough, and this sum was 
given to Edmund Stradling, who, together with John Guye, merchant, and Richard 
Grie, mercer, entered into recognizance before Ralph Hurte, mayor, for the payment 
of £50 to John Gough, as specified in his father’s will. In the marginal note on f.290v, 
in addition to the £50, which was part of the legacy of £100, 20s. quarterly was also 
to be paid during the continuance of the recognizance. Signed: Raffe Hurt, mayor, 
Thomas Pitt, chamberlain, and Hier Ham. 

A further note in English on f.291r, dated 28th September 1608, records that 
Mary Slye, widow, paid Mathew Havilande, mayor, for the use of Thomas Pytte, 
chamberlain, ‘the full residew’ of the legacy of £100 given to John Gough, whereupon 
the recognizance was discharged. Signed: Hier Ham and Mathew Haviland, Mayor. 
A further note in English on f.291r, dated 23rd December, 1608, records that 
Mathew Havilande, mayor, delivered £50 to the hands of Peter Millarde, linen 
draper, by appointment of Mary Stradling, widow, who was bound to pay £50 to the 
chamberlain on 19th June next to the use of John Gough, or to put in sureties to the 
same. Signed: Thomas Pitt, Chamberlaine. Hier Ham. Peter Miller. 

f.292v. Recognizance for Elizabeth Gough, marginal note: on 18th April, 3 James, 
1603, this recognizance was discharged and void because Elizabeth died and so 
William Cole received £25 owed to him through his wife, Ann, a daughter of Henry 
Gough, and George Gough received £25 owed to him and the remaining £50 was 
owed to Mathew and John Gough, for whom another recognizance had been taken. 
Signed: Ham. 

‘New Register’, f.5r. The recognizance for John Gough above on ff.290r—v, dated 
15th August, 36 Elizabeth, is repeated exactly. The entry is incomplete and crossed 
through, with marginal note that it was cancelled because another recognizance was 
entered in the old book f.290. 

‘New Register’, f.5v. A recognizance for Matthew Gough was taken on 18th 
September, 36 Elizabeth [1594], in which Thomas White, merchant, undertook to 
pay £100 to Matthew at age 16 and £8 annually for his maintenance. Guarantors 
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were William Cole and Edward Larkyn, merchants. This recognizance is crossed 
through and a note states that a new recognizance was taken on 18th April, 3 James 
[1605]. 


f.291v. Mayor Thomas Aldworthe [1592-3]. 
Three unnamed children of William Cooke/Cook [Elizabeth, Arthur and Alice]. 


Folio: 291v. 
Date: 16th November, 34 Elizabeth 
[16th November 1592]. 
Orphans: 3 children of William Cooke, navigator or sailor. 
Ages: ng 


Guardians: Richard Barker and Peter Gough, merchants. 

Inheritance: Richard Barker and Peter Gough were to pay the chamberlain £24 for 
the use of the said children on the last day of September 1594, and 
before the Feast of the Birth of Our Lord God next following the date 
written above, they were to find another surety. 

Guarantors: Guardians above [and Richard Barker was to find one more surety 
before Christmas Day]. 

Will: TNA PROB 11/76/105: will of William Cooke, given 4th June 1590, 
proved 20th August 1590. [William left £20 each to his three children, 
Elizabeth, Alice and Arthur, with instruction to his brother John Cooke 
to ensure that William’s wife and executor, Elizabeth, put in sufficient 
assurance for his legacy.] 


f.291v. Recognizance for the Cooke children, marginal notes in English: received 
on 21st June 1599 of Richard Barker ‘by the hand of Mathew Habel, the sum of £20 
in part payment of the legacy within written, whereof £10 is delivered to Humfry 
Bryan, as in the new book appeareth’. 

‘New Register’, f.3v. The information given in the recognizance above is the same, 
dated a week earlier and crossed through, referring to the old book of recognizances 
£.292. 

‘New Register’, ff.25v-26r. Two recognizances, one for Elizabeth Cooke and one 
for Arthur Cooks, children of William Cooke, navigator, are dated 22nd June and 
30th June respectively, 41 Elizabeth [1599]. Elizabeth’s guardian was Humfrey 
Bryan, “pyner’, whose sureties were John Burde and John Tippett, both ‘lytermen’. 
Humfrey agreed to pay Thomas Pitt, chamberlain, £10, to be delivered to Elizabeth 
at age 21 or on marriage, and also to pay 20s. annually to the chamberlain for the use 
and maintenance of Elizabeth. Marginal notes show that on 16th May 1605, 40s. was 
paid to Elizabeth by Humfrey for her maintenance, and in September of the same 
year Richard Cooke confessed that he had received 20s. from Humfrey for the use 
of Elizabeth. 

Arthur Cooke’s guardian was Arthur Payton of Westbury-on-Trym, yeoman, with 
John Stibbins, soapmaker, and John Collins, draper, as his guarantors. A marginal 
note shows that the recognizance was discharged on 11th December 1605, so 
presumably Arthur Cooke received his inheritance then. 
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f.292r. Mayor Francis Knight [1594-5]. 


John and William, sons of John Brindson. 


Folio: 


292r [see f.285v]. 


Elizabeth, daughter of Henry Gough. 


Folio: 


292v [see ff.290r—-v]. 


f.293r. Mayor William Perphey [1595-6]. 


Joan, daughter of Walter Davys. 


Folio: 


293r—v [see ff.28 1r—v]. 


f.294r. Mayor Thomas Aldworth [1592-3]. 
William, Robert and Elizabeth, children of William Pitte/Pytte. 


Folio: 


2941r-295r [see f.267v]. 


f.295v. Mayor William Parphey [1595-6]. 


Margery, daughter of Thomas Pollington. 


Folio: 


295v [see f.254v]. 


f.296r. Mayor Walter Stanfaste [1591-2]. 


John, son of Anthony and Eleanor Pill. 


Folio: 
Date: 
Orphan: 
Age: 
Guardian: 


Inheritance: 


Guarantors: 


Will: 


296r. 

9th December, 34 Elizabeth [9th December 1591]. 

John Pill, son of Eleanor and Anthony, grocer. 

n.g. 

Eleanor, widow of Anthony Pill. 

John was to receive £200 at age 21, as a portion of his father’s goods 
allotted to him by the Fathers of Orphans, by Eleanor’s consent. And 
meanwhile she was to see him well educated and instructed. 

John Cumber, haberdasher, and Richard Gosnall, soapmaker, owed 
John Pill, son of said Anthony, £400, and were to be replaced in the 
event of death, decay or withdrawal from the city. A note below the 
recognizance states that Eleanor had permission to find another surety 
within 40 days. 

Wadley, Wills, no. 431: Anthony Pill, grocer. Given April 10th 1591, 
proved April 23rd 1591. 

Wadley, Wills, no. 444: Eleanor Pill, widow. Given June 9/10th 1594, 
no record of probate. [Eleanor’s will shows that John was still under 
21 at this date.] 
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Wadley, Wills, no. 370: William Pill, grocer. Given April 7th 1582, 
proved September 6th 1582. [This was Anthony’s father, John’s 
grandfather. Anthony was William’s sole executor, but there was no 
mention of a grandson, John, at this date.] 


‘New Register’, f.1r. A new recognizance was taken in 1594 after the death of 
Eleanor Pill. In this recognizance Hugh Perde, grocer, assumed guardianship of John 
Pill, as appointed by Eleanor in her will of 9th June, 36 Elizabeth [1594]. Hugh was 
responsible for the tuition, custody, education and bringing up of John until the age 
of 21, but John was not to inherit his considerable fortune of £900 and upwards, as 
shown in an inventory dated 10th July, until the age of 24, according to his mother’s 
will. John was also to receive rent of £10 annually for the house where Hugh Perde 
lived and £400 from George Perde of Barnstaple in Devon, gentleman, by nature 
of £400 in statute merchant before Thomas Aldworth, to be paid at age 21. The 
guarantors for £1,000 were George Snowe, draper, and Thomas Salterne, grocer. 
A marginal note states that Hugh Griffith, merchant, replaced George Snowe, who 
died, on June Ist’ 39 Elizabeth [1597]. A further marginal note states that on 23rd 
August, 41 Elizabeth [1599] this recognizance was cancelled and a new one was 
taken. 

‘New Register’, ff.28v-29r. A new recognizance for John Pill was taken on 23rd 
August, 41 Elizabeth [1599] before William Ellis, mayor, in which Hugh Perde, 
grocer, Thomas Salterne, grocer, and Patrick White, gentleman, pledged themselves 
for £1,000 to the use of John Pill, son of Anthony Pill, grocer. The conditions of 
the preceding recognizance were repeated, with the clarification that George Perde 
of Barnstaple, gentleman, was to pay John Pill £200 at age 21, owed to him as co- 
executor, with his mother, of his father’s will, and Hugh Perde was to pay John £10 
annually for the house where he lived in the High Street. A marginal note explains 
that this recognizance was replaced by another taken on September 12th, 10 James 
[1612]. 


f.296v. Mayor John Barnes [1587-8]. 

[This document is in the form of recognition of payment on 23rd December 1587, 
before John Barnes, mayor, and Jerome Ham of the common council, Nicholas 
Thorne, chamberlain. Thomas Pytte, merchant, was also present and John Gunninge, 
grocer, who married Cecily. Signed: Ham.] 


Cecily, daughter of Thomas Powell. 


Folio: 296v. 

Date: 26th December, 25 Elizabeth [26th December 1582]. 
Orphan: Cecily Powell, daughter of Thomas, merchant. 

Age: ng. 


Guardian: |= Thomas Taylor of Yatton in County Somerset, yeoman. 

Inheritance: £60. 

Guarantors: John Bisse of Peglinch [Poglinche] in County Somerset, gentleman, 
Thomas Rowsell of Dunkerton in County Somerset, gentleman, and 
Richard Bisse of Bristol, merchant, for £120. 

Will: None found. 
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The following is a transcript of the certificate proving the age of Maurice Power. 


f.297r A Certificat in the Behalfe of Maurice Power for his Age 


To all true Christen people to whome this p’sente writinge shall / com’e 
greeting knowe you that we whose names are underwritten/ upon the 
Reasonable Requeste of the bearer Maurice Power of / Almesbury in 
the Countye of Gloucester Taylor doe make/this A true Certificat of 
thage of the said Maurice Power to / be of the full age of one & twentie 
yeres nowe at the laste / Feaste of the byrthe of o' Lord god // Anno // 
1583 // 

Clement Symken Richard Burnell 

Agnes Vidlar Mary Holle 

Alice Partridge 

& Johanna Pullyn 

Subscribed by me / 

Thomas Gotheriche Yeman / 


Below, on the same folio, is written the following account of Maurice Power’s 
appearance in the Court of Orphans, which has been transcribed in modern English. 


Before Aldermen of said City and Thomas Aldworth, an Assistant with the mayor in 
Orphans’ Causes, on 24th January 1583 

Memorandum that upon this certificate the above named Maurice Power came in to 
the Tolsey and there received the sum of £20 of Robert Perrye and his wife Elizabeth, 
the daughter and sole executor of Thomas Warren merchant, deceased, who received 
this sum in his lifetime for the use of the said Maurice Power and for which he 
entered into bond to the chamberlain to be paid at the full age of Maurice, together 
with John Caroe, vintner. Thomas Aldworth. Nicholas Thorne, chamberlain. 


f.297r. Mayor Thomas Rowland [1584-5]. 
Children of Robert Halton. 


Folio: 297t. 

Date: 2nd November, 26 Elizabeth [2nd November 1584]. 
Orphans: The children of Robert Halton. 

Ages: n.g. 


Guardian: Thomas Phillippe of London, mercer, who married the widow of 
Robert Halton. 

Inheritance: Thomas Phillippe was to provide an inventory before the Feast of 
the Purification of the Virgin Mary next [2nd February 1585] of all 
the goods and chattels of Robert Halton, deceased, before the mayor 
and Assistants of Orphans, whereby the children may have some 
reasonable portions allotted to them according to the custom of the 
city by the good discretion of the mayor and assistants. 

Guarantors: Walter Davys, glover, acknowledged owing the chamberlain £200. 

Will: None found. 
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In the time of Mayor Iter Standf: ndal resent Philip Langley, Thom 
Aldworth and Richard Cole, Aldermen, year Elizabeth 33, 1591. 


Julian Horte. 


Folio: Final entry [see Wayman, f.265r]. 
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Table 1: Numbers of families and orphans for each year recorded in ‘The Register of 
Recognizances’, 1333-1594. (Entries in italics are taken from sources other than ROR 
—see p.7). 


Year |No. of No. of Year |No.of No. of Year |No. of No. of 
families | orphans families —|orphans families —|orphans 

1333 |5 12 1371 |3 5 1400 |1 1 
1336 |1 1 1372 |1 1 1401 |1 1 
1337 |4 6 1373 |1 1 1402 |1 1 
1338 |2 2 1374 |1 6 1403 |1 5 
1339 |5 15 1375 |3 4 1404 |1 2 
1340 |1 3. 1376 |2 2 1405 |5 14 
1341 |1 2 1377 |2 4 1406 |1 1 
1344 |1 4 1378 |2 6 1407 |1 1 
1345 |1 2 1379 |2 3 1408 |4 10 
1346 |2 6 1381 |4 6 1422 |2 11 
1347 |1 1 1385 |3 3 1423 |2 3 
1348 |5 7 1387 |4 6 1425 |\1 5 
1349 |25 42+ 1388 |1 1 1434 |] 4 
1350 |1 1 1389 |4 8 1439 |1 3 
1354 |2 3 1390 |1 2 1447 |2 4 
1355 |2 3 1391 |2 2 1464 |3 9 
1356 |1 1 1392 |2 5 1470 |1 2 
1357 |4 5 1393 |2 2 1472 |1 1 
1358 |2 4 1395 |1 1 1473 | 1 2 
1360 |2 2 1396 |3 3 1474 |2 3 
1361 |7 10 1397 |2 3 1476 |\1 4 
1362 |9 13 1398 |2 2 1479 |\1 4 
1363 |2 2 1399 | 1 1 1480 |1 2 
1365 | 1 1 Total | 142 241 + 1486 |1 4 
1367 |2 3 1493 |2 9 
1368 |3 7 Total | 30 76 
1370 |2 5 9 30 


+ sign = unspecified number of orphans 
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Year | No. of No. of Year |No.of No. of 
families | orphans families | orphans 

1525 |1 1 1578 |2 4 

1545 |5 16 1579 |2 2 

1546 |1 1 1580 |2 3: 

1555 | 1 1 1581 |4 12 

1559 |1 3 1582 |3 3 

1560 |1 6 1583 |1 1 

1561 |4 12 1584 |5 10 

1562 |1 2 1585 |9 22 

1565 |1 2 1586 |4 9 

1566 |2 13 1587 |4 12 

1567 |5 21 1588 |1 3 

1568 |2 8 1589 |3 10 

1571 |1 2 1590 | 11 26 

1574 |2 10 1591 |1 1 

1575 |16 34+ 1592 |1 3 

1576 |13 44+ 1594 |1 2 

1577 |7 14 Total |118 313+ 


+ sign = unspecified number of orphans 


GRAND TOTAL = 299 FAMILIES, 660+ ORPHANS 
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Table 2: Single Orphans of Burgess Families and their Ages, 1333-1594. 


Total no. 
One families 
Age of orphan | recorded 
orphans |<1| 1 |}2|3|}4|5)]6|7]|8| 9 |10| 11) 12|13)14)|15|16+| ? | families | per year 
1333 1 1 5 
1336 1 1 1 
1337 1 1 1 3 4 
1338 1 1 2 2 
1339 1 1 1 3 2 
1340 0 1 
1341 0 1 
1344 0 1 
1345 0 1 
1346 0 2 
1347 1 1 1 
1348 1 2 2 S| 
1349 1/143 1/1) 1 1 1 1 1 12 25 
1350 1 1 1 
1354 1 1 2 
1355 1 1 2 
1356 1 1 1 
1357 1 1 1 3 4 
1358 1 1 2 
1360 1 1 2 2 
1361 1)1)/1)1 1} 1 ]1 6 7 
1362 1 1 1 1} 1 1J1} 1/1 8 9 
1363 1 1 2 
1365 1 1 1 
1367 1 1 2 
1368 0 3 
1370 1 1 2 
1371 1 1 3 
1372 1 1 1 
1373 1 1 1 
1374 0 ip 
1375 1 1 2 3 
1376 1 1 2 2 
1377 1 1 2 
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Total no. 

One families 

Age of orphan | recorded 

orphans |<1| 1} 2|3|}4|5]6|7]|8| 9 |10| 11) 12| 13) 14|15|16+| ? | families | per year 
1378 0 2 
1379 1 1 2 
1381 1 2 3 4 
1385 1) 1 1 3 3 
1387 1 1 2 4 
1388 1 1 1 
1389 1 1 2 4 
1390 0 1 
1391 1 1 2 2 
1392 1 1 2 
1393 1 1 2 2 
1395 1 1 1 
1396 1 1 1 3 3 
1397 1 1 2 
1398 1 1 2 2 
1399 1 1 1 
1400 1 1 1 
1401 1 1 1 
1402 1 1 1 
1403 0 1 
1404 0 1 
1405 1 1 5 
1406 1 1 1 
1407 1 1 1 
1408 1 1 4 
1422 0 2 
1423 1 1 2 
1464 1 1 3 
1470 0 1 
1472 1 1 1 
1473 0 1 
1474 1 1 2 
1493 0 2 
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Table 2: Single Orphans of Burgess Families and their Ages, 1333-1594 (contd.) 


Total no. 
One | families 
Age of orphan | recorded 
orphans |\<I|} 1|2|3|}4}5]}6}| 7) 8] 9 |1O|11|12\13| 14] 15 |16+} ? | families | per year 


1525 1 
1545 1 
1546 1 
1555 1 
1559 
1560 
1561 1 1 
1562 
1565 
1566 
1567 1 
1568 
1571 
1574 
1575 1 
1576 
1577 
1578 
1579 
1580 
1581 
1582 
1583 
1584 
1585 
1586 
1587 
1588 
1589 
1590 5 
1591 2 
1592 
1594 
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Appendix 277 
Table 3: Recorded Deaths among Orphans and Ages where Known. 
(Girls marked *) WW = Wadley, Wills no. 
Date of Name of Father's Age at Folio 
death entry orphan occupation death in ROR 
1340 Walter de Ashton weaver n.g. < 21 4r 
1348 *Agnes Wisman n.g. 18 10v 
n.g. Roger Dapplegh merchant n.g. 16r 
By 1384 *Joan Seward n.g. n.g. <40 17v 
By 1384 John Seward n.g. n.g. <38 l7v 
1358 *Margaret le Haukare n.g. 9 19v 
1352 *Margaret Albon n.g. 8 20r 
1370 John Beaumeys n.g. 12 35r 
1362 John Wicombe n.g. n.g. 37v 
1363 John de Frompton n.g. 10 38r 
1369 Thomas Persshton n.g. 6 45r 
1369 William Persshton n.g. 45r 
1390 Edmund Blanket n.g. 20 53r 
1384 Thomas Atte Res n.g. 11 Slv 
1384 *Alice Atte Res n.g. 17 Slv 
1391 William Jeweler n.g. 18 S7r 
1391 *Margaret Jeweler n.g. 12 S7r 
1387 *Elizabeth Borde n.g. 2% - 13 58v 
1388 William Sampson n.g. 19% 58v, WW 81 
1393 Richard Waleys draper 2-17 63r 
1409 John Gardyner n.g. 23 63v 
1399 John Brokeworth n.g. 9% 65v 
1408 *Agnes Canynges merchant 12 74r 
1408 *Margaret Canynges merchant 14 74r 
1419 John Frere n.g. 10 75r 
1493 *Margaret Baker grocer 14 102v 
1493 *Matilda Baker grocer 3-12 100r 
1493 Thomas Baker grocer 20 99v, WW 276 
1583 Robert Suche merchant 24 113v 
1603 *Margaret Alkyne soapmaker 38 123v 
1577 *Joan Yeman glover n.g. 129v 
1575 *Marjorie Yeman glover 11 129v 


n.g. = not given. 


30 boys and 21 girls died 1340-1603. 
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Table 3: Recorded Deaths among Orphans and Ages where Known (contd.) 


Date of Name of Father's Age at Folio 
death entry orphan occupation death in ROR 
1577 *Katherine Yeman glover 11 129v 
1589 William Mirick tailor n.g. 258v 
1591 Ralph Scaltock tanner ng. 162r 
1576 William Wood merchant n.g. 148v 
n.g. *Maud Clasbock n.g. n.g. 141v 
1576 Thomas Pitte tucker ng. 146r 
1577 Nicholas Boydell vintner n.g. 146v 
1584 Richard Boydell vintner 22 146v 
1577 John Boydell vintner n.g. 146v 
1577 Ralph Boydell vintner ng. 146v 
1597 *Elizabeth Callowhill apothecary n.g. 157v 
1594 *Margery Currey n.g. n.g. 275v 
1597 Edmund Saltern merchant ng. 266r 
1597 William Saltern merchant ng. 266r 
1598 *Mary Saltern merchant n.g. 266v 
1594 *Mary Gryffyth merchant n.g. 286v 
1601 Thomas Gryffyth merchant n.g. 286v 
1611 Edward Shipman mercer n.g. 27T6v 
1603 *Elizabeth Gough chandler n.g. 292v 


n.g. = not given. 


30 boys and 21 girls died 1340-1603. 
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Table 4. Orphans’ Claims of Inheritance and Age of Majority. 
Girls marked *. 

Date of 

entry in Age at Age at Date of | Age at 
Name of orphan Folio ROR entry majority claim claim 
Henry le Haukare llr 1341 20 21 1344 23 
William Tornok 17r 1348 n.g. n.g. 1360 n.g. 
Roger le Fuster 17r 1349 12 n.g. n.g. n.g. 
John Banewell 17v 1349 n.g. n.g. 1355 n.g. 
*Agnes Banewell 17v 1349 n.g. n.g. 1355 n.g. 
*Joan de Compton 18r 1349 6 n.g 1359 16 
*Aones de Compton 18r 1349 8 n.g. 1360 19 
*Eleanor de Compton 18v 1349 3 n.g. 1364 20 
John de Bathe 19r 1349 14 n.g. 1356 21 
William de Frompton 19r 1349 n.g. 1365 21 
Robert Tilly 20v 1349 4 ng 1368 23 
John Lyndraper 28r 1354 1 n.g. 1380 26 
*Agnes de Morlewode | 28v 1355 n.g. n.g. 1359 n.g. 
John de Bathe 39r 1361 7 n.g. 1376 22 
Thomas Monynge 4l1v 1362 21+ n.g. 1362 21+ 
John Dene 42v 1363 n.g ng 1376 ng 
*Elizabeth Dene 42v 1363 n.g. n.g. 1373 n.g. 
Thomas Carpenter 44v 1368 16 n.g. 1371 19 
John Hail 49r 1371 17 n.g. 1374 20 
John Mody 52r 1376 14 n.g. 1384 22 
*Elizabeth Viel 53v 1378 3 n.g. 1398 23 
*Joan Viel 53v 1378 1 1 n.g. 1398 21 
Richard Cheddre S7v 1385 5 ng 1401 21 
John Clerk 58v 1387 6 n.g. 1405 24 
William Chapelyn 60v 1390 15 ng. 1399 24 
John Mitchell 6lr 1389 ng. 1405 22 
Richard Mitchell 6lr 1389 2 ng. 1409 22 
Robert Mitchell 62r 1390 15 n.g. 1398 23 
William Yonge 62r 1391 7 21 1406 22 
John Solers 68r 1403 9 n.g. 1414 20 
William Canynges 72v 1408 5 n.g. 1427 24 
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Table 4. Orphans’ Claims of Inheritance and Age of Majority (contd.) 


Date of 
entry in Age at Age at Date of | Age at 

Name of orphan Folio ROR entry majority claim claim 
Thomas Canynges 74r 1408 10 n.g. 1420 22 
Robert Frere 76r 1423 18 n.g. 1426 21 
Robert Asshe 78Vv 1464 14 21 1471 21 
William Colwell 84r 1474 5 21 1494 25 
William Yong. 105r 1545 n.g.?21 | 22 1546 ng. 
Thomas Yong. 105r 1545 n.g.?21 | 22 1546 n.g. 
*Joan Yong. 105r 1545 n.g. 2/18 | 20 1547 n.g. 
Richard Yong. 105r 1545 n.g.?18 | 22 1549 n.g. 
Oliver Estgate 105v 1554 3 21 1571 22 
John Dowle 108r 1565 5 20 1581 21 
Arthur Dowle 108r 1565 cz 20 1585 20 
William Suche 110v 1566 13 21 1578 25 
*Elizabeth Suche 112v 1566 1 21 1586 21 
George Suche 1l6v 1566 5 21 1583 22 
William Alkyne 119r 1567 6 21 1583 23 
*Susan Alkyne 119r 1567 re) n.g. 1603 41 
Henry Chester 127r 1574 n.g. n.g. 1577 n.g. 
*Katherine Yeman 128v 1575 n.g.?15 | 20 1579 n.g. 
Richard Adney 130r 1575 n.g.?14 | 21 1582 ng 
Robert Mirick 130v 1575 n.g. ng. 1583 n.g. 
John Mirick 130v 1575 n.g. ng. 1583 n.g. 
John Kyttingall 133v 1575 n.g.?18 | 21 1578 n.g. 
George Kyttingall 133v 1575 n.g. 28 21 1588 n.g. 
John Hiscocke 137r 1575 n.g. n.g. 1577 ng. 
*Anne Hiscocke 137r 1575 n.g. n.g. 1579 n.g. 
George Graie 139v 1575 n.g. 28 21 1588 ng. 
Robert Priest 142r 1576 n.g. ng. 1581 n.g. 
James Cottrell 143v 1576 44 21 1592 21 
*Plorence Williams 145v 1576 n.g. n.g. 1591 n.g. 
Anthony Stone 146r 1576 ng. ng. 1592 ng. 
*Elizabeth Stone 146r 1576 n.g. n.g. 1592 n.g. 
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Date of 
entry in Age at Age at Date of | Age at 

Name of orphan Folio ROR entry majority claim claim 
*Joan Stone 146r 1576 n.g. n.g. 1592 n.g. 
*Susan Usforde 146r 1576 n.g n.g. 1592 ng 
Giles Boydell 146v 1576 n.g.?20 | 21 1577 n.g. 
Robert Boydell 146v 1576 n.g.?20 | 21 1577 n.g. 
William Boydell 146v 1576 13 21 1584 21 
Henry Bodman 154v 1576 8 21 1589 21 
*Joan Bodman 154v 1576 n.g. 21 1591 n.g. 
William Porter 151r 1577 n.g.?10 | 26 1593 n.g. 
Toby Frenche 153r 1578 n.g.?23 | 24 1579 n.g. 
Richard Frenche 153r 1578 n.g. 26 24 1596 n.g. 
*Joan Evered 153v 1578 n.g. 28 21 1591 n.g. 
Thomas Rowland 154r 1579 n.g. 26 21 1594 n.g. 
Thomas Warden 155v 1580 n.g.?13 | 21 1588 ng. 
Nicholas Warden 155v 1580 n.g. 24 21 1597 ng 
Christopher Callowhill | 157v 1581 n.g n.g. 1597 n.g 
Philip Callowhill 157v 1581 n.g. n.g. 1597 n.g. 
* Alice Chambers 268Vv 1585 n.g. 29 18 1594 n.g. 
John Chambers 269r 1585 n.g 21 n.g. ng 
James Gower 275r 1589 n.g.?12 | 21 1598 n.g 
John Knight 275v 1586 ng. ?11 | 21 1596 n.g. 
John Shipman 286r 1590 n.g. 25 21 1606 n.g. 
*Elizabeth Lynche 279r 1589 n.g. 22 21 1608 n.g 
Thomas Gyttons 281lv 1590 n.g.?18 | 21 1593 n.g. 
John Boswell 282v 1590 n.g. 25 21 1606 n.g. 
William Boswell 285r 1590 n.g. 28 21 1603 n.g. 
George Colston 284v 1590 9 21 1602 21 
William Colston 284v 1590 n.g. 28 21 1603 n.g. 
John Brinston 285v 1590 ng. ?11 21 1600 ng. 
Edmund Edwardes 289v 1590 n.g. 13 21 1598 n.g. 
John Gough 290r 1594 n.g. 14 1608 ng. 
Maurice Power 297r n.g. n.g. 21 1583 21 


21 girls and 72 boys claimed their inheritances 
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Table 5: Betrothals or Marriages of Orphan Girls. 


cc.=member of common council; b= bailiff; s=sheriff; m.= mayor; mp. = member of parliament; 
d= died; n.g. = not given. 


Father's Husbnd’s 
Name of occupatn occupatn Date of | Age at 
orphan Father | Fol. | and office | Husband and office | marrge_ | marrge 
Isabel de John 4r n.g. John de n.g. 1333 n.g. 
Aschton Acton 
Turvylle 
Matilda atte | John 8v n.g. Nicholas n.g. 1341 19 
Walle Pubbelewe 
Isabel atte John 8v n.g. Roger n.g. 1341 17 
Walle Agodeshalve 
Isabel John 10r |ng. John cc.1349 1341 17 
Wisman Jordeborgh 
Joan de Richard | 5v b.1318; Richard b.1355 1351 n.g. 
Panes mp.1328 Dene 
Joan Tornok | Adam lov |ng. John Atkyn | n.g. 1358 n.g. 
Margaret John Tv n.g. John d.1360 1355 11 
Morys Beaumys 
Eleanor de | William |17v_ | n.g. John Dru n.g. 1355 20 
Wyght 
Margaret William |18r | n.g. W.le Heyr | n.g. 1355 n.g. 
Badecok 
Alice de Robert 18v_ | cc. 1344 John de m.1365,79 | 1350 11 
Bathe Stoke mp.1362, 
73,81; 
d.1381 
Margaret de | Robert | 18v_ | cc.1344 John Argleys | n.g. 1354 10 
Bathe 
Agnes John 2lr |merchant | Williamde | cc.1370; 1355 15 
Horncastell cc.1344; Cheddre d.1383 
mp.1344 
Joan Goos Thomas |40r /|n.g. Henry n.g. 1367 18 
Frensch 
Alice Dene | John 43r |n.g. Henry n.g. 1371 16 
Vaghan 
Isabel Edmund | 48r_ | b.1349 Sir Walter mp. Som 1380 14 
Blanket Rodenay 1406 
Margaret William |49r_ | b.1364 John cc.1381; 1381 n.g. 
Hail Fulbroke mp.1388 
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Father’s Husbnd’s 
Name of occupatn occupatn Date of | Age at 
orphan Father | Fol. | and office | Husband and office | marrge | marrge 
Alice William |51r | butcher Robert n.g. 1381 19 
Hamme Durnham 
Joan Brown | Robert | 54v | ng. John Cloude |n.g. 1384 16 
Margaret William |56v | n.g. John n.g. 1391 13% 
Jeweler snr Fletcher 
Margaret Lucy S7v_ |n.g. William n.g. ng. ng 
Selsy Colston 
Margaret John S8r | ng. John cc.1409 1398 15 
Borde Stephenys 
d.1417 
Alice Swell | John 6lv |ng. Hugh m.1438 1406 16 
d. before Wydeford 
1422 (m. Joan 
Robyns 
1422) 
Agnes William |62v_ | draper Thomas b.1412 1408 27 
Waleys Hendy 
Joan Waleys | William |62v_ | draper Thomas s. 1434; 1408 21 
Fisch mp.1430, 
35; d.1440 
Joan Halle |Thomas /64r /n.g. Robert n.g. 1407 15 
Colyns 
Agnes Fluyt | John 67r | ng. William of Siston 1410 12 
Colyns 
Margaret William /68r | b.1384,93, | John Bolton |townclerk | 1412 19 
Solers 97 
Eleanor William |68r_ | b.1384, Richard s.1432 1413 17 
Solers 93,97 Arvas 
Joan Panes | Richard |7lv | merchant; | William merchant; 1411 13 
b.1401; Westeley b.1413 
mp.1399 
Joan Frere John 74v | ng. William mercer of 1425 18 
Cobynton London 
Elizabeth William |76r | n.g. Thomas grocer of 1428 18 
Hurdeman Canynges London, 
Lord Mayor 
Ann Baker | Thomas | 99v_ | grocer; George n.g. n.g. ng 
s.1489 or John 
Shepherd 
Joan Baker | Thomas |99v_ | grocer; Thomas Pace | grocer; before | 18 
s.1489 or Pacy m.1531 Jan. 


1504 
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Table 5: Betrothals or Marriages of Orphan Girls (contd.) 


Orphans, Widows and Guardians in Medieval and Early Modern Bristol 


Father's Husbnd’s 
Name of occupatn occupatn Date of | Age at 
orphan Father | Fol. | and office | Husband and office | marrge | marrge 
Alice Ann Syll | 86r_ | ng. Thomas n.g. 1568 20 
Bolardyne Merycke 
Joan Rogers | Edmond | 88v | innholder | Robert leather 1585 21 
Methelin seller of 
London 
Alice Richard | 103r | capper Roger tailor 1531 n.g. 
Knight Walker 
Elizabeth Thomas | 105r | merchant | Ralph Ogave | capper of 1546 n.g. 
Young Gloucester 
Joan Tyndall | William | 106r | merchant; | Thomas merchant 1576 26 
s.1547; Lacy 
mp.1558 
Faith William | 106r | merchant; | Robert grocer 1576 23 
Tyndall 8.1547; Nightingale 
mp.1558 
Mary Suche | John 110v | merchant | Edward merchant 1576 21 
Pytte 
Dorcas John 110v | merchant | Edward merchant 1578 18 
Suche Morris 
Elizabeth Richard | 119r | soapmaker | Richard soapmaker | 1585 27 
Alkyne Gosnell 
Sara Alkyne | Richard | 119r | soapmaker | Laurence n.g. 1588 21 
Reade 
d.1603 
Ann/Agnes | Robert | 124v | merchant; | Thomas s.1591 1580 n.g. 
Smythe b.1568 James 
Joan Yeman | William | 128v | glover; Peter Vyne_ /n.g. 1583 n.g. 
jor cc.1566, 
69,70 
Alice Yeman | William | 128v | glover; Peter Vyne_ /n.g. 1579 n.g. 
cc.1566, 
69,70 
Elizabeth John 133v | mercer William n.g. 1587 ng 
Kittingall Hawkins 
jnr 
Joyce White | John 143r | shoemaker | John fletcher 1583 n.g. 
& Woodwarde 
innholder 
Alice John 143v | merchant | John Barons | n.g. 1588 n.g. 
Cottrell jor 
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Father’s Husbnd’s 
Name of occupatn occupatn Date of | Age at 
orphan Father | Fol. | and office | Husband and office | marrge | marrge 
Alice John 146v | vintner Ralph n.g. 1590 n.g. 
Boydell Sandes 
Ann William | 149v | shipwright | Henry tailor 1582 n.g. 
Bodman Griffith 
Ellen Harris | Thomas | 150r | whittawer | John Reclye |n.g. 1586 n.g. 
Joan Porter | John 151r | shoemaker | James tailor 1580 n.g. 
&draper | Newton 
Rose Porter | John 151r | shoemaker | William n.g. 1583 n.g. 
&draper | Palmer 
Margaret John 151r | shoemaker | Thomas n.g. 1586 n.g. 
Porter & draper | Wise 
Mary Roger 152r | soapmaker | John Batten | n.g. 1579 n.g. 
Addams jnr 
Ann John 152v | merchant | Owen n.g. 1592 n.g. 
Hollaster Meredith 
Katherine Edward | 153r | grocer Edward grocer 1596 n.g. 
Frenche Nicholas 
Elizabeth Thomas | 155v |merchant | Peter Gough |n.g. 1588 n.g. 
Warden 
Joan Hamon | William | 264r | blacksmith | Thomas n.g. 1599 n.g. 
Benson 
Frances Richard | 268v | merchant | Joseph ng 1588 n.g. 
Swetnam Dowles 
Ann Richard | 268v | merchant | Richard shipwright | 1591 n.g. 
Swetnam Goughe 
Elizabeth Thomas |273v |merchant | Edward merchant ng. n.g. 
Gryffyth Bentley 
Matilda Thomas |273v |merchant | Robert mercer of | 1596 n.g. 
Gryffyth Bentley Banbury 
Alice Gower | Richard | 275r | shoemaker | Robert gentleman | 1598 n.g. 
Taynte 
Margery Roger 276r | mercer Edmund cc.1569, ng. n.g. 
Shipman Jones 72,76 
Rachel Richard | 280r | soapmaker | Arthur n.g. 1595 n.g. 
Rogers s.1595 Meades 
Joan Davys | Walter | 281r | glover; Thomas n.g. 1598 n.g. 
s.1583,84 | Wenman 
Agnes Saull | Thomas | 288r | draper Thomas n.g. 1602 n.g. 
Waters 
Cecily Thomas | 296v | merchant | John grocer; 1587 n.g. 
Powell Gunninge m.1628? 


70 betrothals or marriages are recorded. 
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Table 6: Separation of Orphan Siblings, their Sex and their Ages where Given. 


(B = Boy, G = Girl, followed by age where given.) 


re ~ N on 
ia) ms = & A %& Re bo BR} 8 S & |S &/O & 
1333 | Forstal B4,G? G10 B3 
1337 | Le Draper B7, BS G8 
1349 | Albon G% G5 
1349 | Hildesleigh G10 G12 
1349 | Compton G5 G6 G8 
1349 | De Bathe G5 G10 | B14 
1354 |Lyndraper | B1% B4 
1358 | Iweyn B1,G4 B10 
1368 | Carpenter B10,G3%4 B16 
1368 | Persshton BS B6 
1377 | Hoper BY B1%,B3 
1381 | Jeweler G2 G34, B8 
1389 |Derneford | B14, B2 G? 
1389 | Michell B2% B6 B15 
1390 | Chaplyn G5 B15 
1397 | Downe B10 G6 
1403 | Solers nee B2% 
1422 | Frere St B15, B18 
1423 | Hurdeman G17 G13 
G10,G1, 
1566 | Suche B7,G3, B13,G15 
G6,B5 
1571 | Smythe B13 G? 
1574 | Chester BB B B 
1574 | Yeman a B G B 
1576 | White B G 
1581 | Langford BGG G 
1581 | Bodman B G G 
1584 | Currey B G 
1587 | Griffyth G B G G 
1587 | Elliott B B 
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Table 7: Widows and Stepfathers as Guardians, 1333-1592. 


Fifteenth century data shown in brackets are taken from sources other than ROR. 


Date Total no. of Widow guardians Stepfather guardians 
families 

1333-39 17 7 1 

1340-49 37 7 0 

1350-59 12 2 0 

1360-69 26 6 3 

1370-79 19 4 6 

1380-89 16 5 2 

1390-99 16 5 7 

1400-08 16 3 8 

TOTAL 1333-1408 | 159 = total 39 = 24.5% of total | 27=16.9% of total 

1422-1447 4 (45) =9 0 3 (+4) =7 

1464-1493 10 (+4) =14 2 (+1) =3 2 (+2) =4 

TOTAL 1422-1493 | 23 = total 3 = 13% of total 11 = 47.8% of total 

1525-59 9 0 5 

1560-69 16 1 14 

1570-79 43 9 7 

1580-89 39 a 5 

1590-94 14 2 3 

TOTAL 1525-1594 | 121 = total 17 = 14% of total 34 = 28% of total 
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Table 8: The Remarriage of Widows. 
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Orphans are listed in the order in which they appear in recognizances. Those orphans shown in brackets 
were given separate guardians eg. the 16-year-old son of Agnes Carpenter in 1368. 


Recognizances taken from sources other than ROR are shown in italics. 


g Ve 
gs 
a = cas 
i. Ss 2h ar 5 = 
2 2 S SE 28 ES) . 
S S > a S SR [$28 8 
me Ss B Sv x Ss SSS] & 
1337 | Alice Bernard | Ralph le G 2 shop worth 54 Tt 
Newmaistre £1 10s. p.a. 
1339 | Christine ?William BBBGG | ng. £10 + goods 21 Iv 
Haleweye Morne 
1360 | Margaret Thomas B 2% £14 of silver 119 35r 
Beaumys Glastyngbury 
1368 | Agnes William Hail | BB(B) 10,34, £68 n.g. 44r 
Carpenter (16) 
1368 | Margaret John Inhyne | BG 8.4 £53 6s. 8d. n.g. 44v 
Love 
1370 | Avicia Thomas GGGB 7,4,2,% | £60 sterling 15 A7r 
Denebawd Knap 
1371 | Margaret Thomas BG 14,5 £550 40d. 18 48r 
Blanket Lyonus 
1376 | Joan Bathe Sir Thomas |G n.g. £266 135.4d. | nig. 52r 
Hungerford 
1377 | Margaret Nicholas (BB)B 3,14,% | £204s.5d.x3 | 15 52v 
Hoper Tyntenhull + 26s. 8d. p.a. 
1378 | Agnes Viel Walter GG 3,1 £100 5s. 4d. 21 53v 
Tedistille 
1378 | Joan Vyne Roger Diare | GBGG 11,9,4,1 £10 21 53v 
1387 | Joan John Burton | B 11 £300 n.g. 58v 
Sampson 
1389 | Katherine Henry Calf B 6 £33. 9d. n.g. 6lv 
Hunte 
1389 | Isabel Marcus BY(GB) | 2%, £106.13s.4d. 16 6lr 
Mitchell Speynall alias (6, 15) 
Williams 
1391 | Margaret Richard G 1 £50 16 6lv 
Swell Huntisford 
1392 | Agnes Thomas GBBB 11,952 | £80 4 62v 
Waleys Blount 
1396 | Christina Adam G 4 £20 + 9 64r 
Halle Abraham 
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Table 8: The Remarriage of Widows (contd.) 


£ Ve 
= e- 
Sy g aS 
& a % AS 
3 — UI LX es 
3 S 28 = s 
2 2 S § 2 8 ER€| . 
8 S S Bie $ Ss |828§) 8 
& = q So x ES SOs & 
1396 | Agnes Cary | John G oz £10 14 64r 
Berughull 
1398 | Joan Roper John Aylmer | B 2 £51.65.8d. 30 65r 
1399 | Agnes John B 3% £60 13 65v 
Brokeworth | Lemman 
1400 | Isabel Graunt | Nicholas B 7 £39 25 66v 
Devenysch 
1402 | Agnes Fluyt | Richard Sloo |G 4 £9.6s.8d. 50 67r 
1404 | Joan William GG 2,% £5 7 69r 
Boughan Hurdeman 
1405 | Katherine John BBBG 10,7,2,13 | £66 + 10 69v 
Kenfeke Beaupero 
1406 | Edith Palmer | John Cuffe G 4 £20 44 70Vv 
1408 | Alice Pance | Robert GGG 1045.2 | £56 14 Tlv 
Dudbroke 
1408 | Joan Thomas BBGG 104, 5%, | £290.10s. 34 72 
Canynges Yonge 73 
1408 | Constance Richard BG 29 £26.14s.4d. 10 73V 
Wynter Blakemore 
1421 | Joan Frere John Brooke | GBBB 15.5.4, 2, | £80 31 TAV 
/2 (BB) (18,15) 
1422 | Joan Robyns | Hugh BGGGG | 4,17,8,7, | £40 21 75 
Withyford 3 
1423 | Joan Nicholas G(G) 7, (13) £180 71 76r 
Hurdeman Devenysch 
1425 | Alice Guy Walter GBGBB_ | 13,8,5,3, | £75 16 LRB2 
Foxcombe n.g. 
1434 | Margaret Richard BGGG 12,9,4,3 | £66.13s Ad. ng.  |LRBI 
Galyot Wryght of 
Wells 
1439 | Dionysia William BBB 6,2,1 £40 ng.  |LRBI 
Norys Griffeth 
1447 | Alice Freme | Nicholas Hille} GG 12,9 £40 n.g. ILRB1 
1464 | Joan Ashe John Jay snr |B 13 £50 14s. 5d. ng 78v 
1464 | Joan Smythe | Henry Vaghan| BBGGG |n.g. £100 n.g. 7T9v 
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g Ve 
gs 
a > as 
g . i ® 3 
. S 28 > 2 sé 
eo = S 35 SS ENS 
S 8 = SS 2 2s See] & 
g 3S > S 1 Sy 38 82 §| 3 
me = q So x aS Soe & 
1476 | Eleanor Hynde John Ravyn of | BBGG ng. £26 138 Ad. 6 GRB2 
London 
1489 | Agnes Cogan | Nicholas BBBB 16,15, 8,5 | £75.10s. 15 GRB3 
Broun 
1493 | Katherine John Morys |GBB 119.4% £66.135.4d. 12 103v 
Beell 
1545 | Agnes Parsons] Robert Grene | BBGGG_ | 10,8,9,7,1 | £20 n.g. 104v 
1545 | Alice Harte | William Jaye |G 11 £150 53 104v 
1545 | Alice Yong John Northall |BGBGB jn.g. £41 149 105r 
1546 | Margaret Thomas B n.g. £30 n.g. 105r 
Pendygrace Colman 
1554 | Agnes Estgate | John B 5 £30 27 105v 
Bartelmew 
senior 
1560 | Margery John Horte BBBGGG| 75.4, £120 + goods | 33 85v 
Wyckam 78.7 
1561 | Alice Grigge | Nicholas BGGGG |9,17, £140 26 86v 
Blake GG 12,108, 
Lo 
1561 | Agnes Thorne | William G 9+ £54 n.g. 87r 
Byrde 
1561 | Katherine Thomas Page | BGG 6,13,7 £40 6 107r 
Fissher 
1562 | Margaret Richard Ryse | BG 8,7+ £10 n.g 87v 
Willyams 
15645} Elizabeth William BB 54 £340 6 108r 
Dowle Saxcye 
1566 | Joan Hill William BBBBG /7,6,2, £100 6 88r 
Prewet w4 
1566 | Anne Suche | Thomas Pytte | (BG) (13,15) £600 18 110v 
GGBGB /|0,1,7,3, 
6,5 
1567 | Eleanor Richard Maye | BGGGGG) 13,12,7, | £56 22 88v 
Rogers 6,3,2% 
1567 | Welthian John BG 43 £10 n.g. 117r 
Myllarde Holborow 
1567 | Margaret John Drewett |G 6 £10 n.g. 117v 


Apowen 
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Table 8: The Remarriage of Widows (contd.) 


£ Ve 
= Ss 
Sy Sy Sas 
& Ss % AS 
3 — lI LX es 
3 S 28 me (8s 
% S $5 Ss [ESS] 
8 S S 5 ie g Ss |828) 8 
& = q So x ES Sos & 
1567 | Joan Alkyn Charles BGGGG |6,9,5,2, | £200 2 119r 
Hopton (BBBGG)| 49, 
(14,10, 
13,11) 
1568 | Edith Colston | John Wilcoxe | BB 7 £17 15s. 4d. 30 89r 
of Wilts 
1568 | Joan Apprice | Edmund BBBGGG| 11.4.3, c.£120 <20 121r 
alias Evans Roberttes 15,8,1 
1575 | Elizabeth John Warren | BB 97 £20 66 132r 
Clemond 
1575 | Elizabeth Edward BBBGB | n.g. £100 73 133v 
Kyttingall Benett 
1575 | Widow Griffith Jonis | G n.g. £16 ng. |137v 
Mathewis 
1575 | Helen Wood | John Prewett | BB n.g. £160 60 138r 
1575 | Alice Graie Felix Lewes | B n.g £13 6s. 8d. 90 139v 
1576 | Alice Paine Henry Nailor | BBBGGGG| n.g. £35 14 147r 
alias Fletcher 
1577 | Widow Giles GGG n.g. £80 29 152v 
Hollaster Byttfield 
1581 | Elizabeth Thomas BGG(G) | n.g. £1000 13 158r 
Langford Rowland 
1589 | Susan Edward BGBG n.g. £600 27 254v 
Pollington Bosden 
1584 | Julian John Horte B n.g. £100 49 265r 
Wayman then 
Warren 
1585 | Joan Saltern | Edmund BBBBG | n.g. £210 29 265v 
Wirrall 
1585 | Elizabeth Robert Stone | GBBBG | n.g. £20 n.g. |270r 
Shuttleworth 
1590 | Elizabeth William (G)G(BG)| n.g. £200 42 273v 
Griffith Draper 
1589 | Bridget John Jones BBBGB | n.g. £250 ng. |276r 
Shipman d. then John 


Higgens 
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g Bs 
> oan 
: & = (ss 
8 ] < 
20 = S Ss 8 Es 
S S$ = SS 2 2s See] & 
S = = St % SS |s2§ 3 
me = B sae) < aS Soe & 
1590 | Bridget Thomas GGBG n.g. £40 ng. |280r 
Chester Holcombe 
1590 | Edith Davys | Edward G n.g. £200 96 281r 
Colthurst 
1590 | Dorothy Abell BB n.g. £150 26 285v 
Brinston Kytchen 
1584 | Widow Thomas n.g. n.g. £100 ng. | 297r 
Halton Philippe of 
London 
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Table 9: Highest Civic Office and Occupation of Fathers and Stepfathers of Orphans. 


cc. =common councillor, b. = bailiff, s. = sheriff, m. = mayor, d. = died, n.g. = not given. Entries in italics 
= taken from sources other than ROR. 


S & S; = 8 
3.9 iS iS) iS) iS) 
QR q i) is) a) is) s) 
1337 John n.g. n.g. Ralph le ng. n.g. 
Bernard Newmaistre 
1339 Robert n.g. n.g. ?William ng. taverner 
Haleweye Morne 
1360 John n.g. n.g. Thomas cc.1370 carpenter 
Beaumys Glastyngbury 
1368 Robert ng. n.g. William Hail b.1364 ng. 
Carpenter 
1368 John Love n.g. n.g. John Inhyne b.71; n.g. 
d.1404 
1370 Thomas n.g. n.g. Thomas Knap | m.1387, n.g. 
Denebawd 92,97, 
1400, 04 
1371 Edmund m.1351 | n.g. Thomas Lyonus | n.g. gentleman 
Blanket 
1376 John Bathe |m.1369, |n.g. Sir Thomas n.g. n.g. 
71 Hungerford d.1397 
1377 Peter Hoper |n.g. n.g. Nicholas n.g. d.1388 | ng. 
Tyntenhull 
1378 Henry Viel | s.1375 n.g. Walter cc.1381; n.g. 
Tedistille d.1385 
1378 John Vyne n.g. n.g. Roger Diare cc.1370 n.g. 
1387 Thomas s.1384 n.g. John Burton, b.1391 n.g. 
Sampson executor 
1389 Hugh Hunte | n.g. n.g. Henry Calf n.g. n.g. 
guarantor 
1389 Walter n.g. n.g. Marcus m.1422 ng. 
Mitchell Speynall alias 
William 
1391 John Swell |cc.1381 | nig. Richard b.1391 n.g. 
Huntisford 
1392 William n.g. n.g. Thomas Blount |m.1408,17 | n.g. 
Waleys executor 
1396 Thomas n.g. n.g. Adam Abraham | n.g. n.g. 
Halle 
1396 William n.g. n.g. John Berughull | n.g. n.g. 
Cary 
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= 3 eS = 
u 3 S 
qs iS S S & S S 
1398 Henry n.g. n.g. John Aylmer n.g. n.g. 
Roper 
1399 Richard b.1392 n.g. John Lemman | b.1398 ng 
Brokeworth 
1400 Robert n.g. n.g. Nicholas m.1436 n.g. 
Graunt Devenysch 
1402 John Fluyt |n.g n.g Richard Sloo ng n.g 
1404 William n.g. n.g. William n.g. n.g. 
Boughan Hurdeman 
1405 Richard n.g. n.g. John Beaupero |n.g. n.g. 
Kenfeke 
1406 John Palmer | n.g. tucker John Cuffe n.g ng 
1408 Richard b.1401 merchant | Robert n.g. n.g. 
Pance Dudbroke 
1408 John m.1392, | merchant Thomas Yonge |m.1411, merchant 
Canynges 98 20 
1408 Philip n.g. n.g. Richard n.g. n.g. 
Wynter Blakemore 
1421 John Frere n.g. n.g. John Brooke n.g. merchant 
1422 John Robyns | n.g. merchant | Hugh Withyford | m.1438 merchant 
1423 William n.g. n.g. Nicholas m.1436 merchant 
Hurdeman Devenysch 
1425 John Guy ng. brewer Walter n.g. merchant 
Foxcombe 
1434 John Galyot | n.g. merchant — | Richard Wryght | n.g. n.g. of 
Wells 
1439 John Norys | n.g. n.g. William Griffeth | n.g. merchant 
1447 Nicholas m.1441_ | merchant | Nicholas Hille | m.1446 merchant 
Freme 
1464 Thomas b.1452 merchant | John Jay snr b.1456 merchant 
Ashe 
1464 Guy Smythe | n.g. merchant | Henry Vaghan, | m.1483, merchant 
guarantor 93 
1476 Robert n.g. goldsmith | John Ravyn n.g. goldsmith 
Hynde of London 
1489 John Cogan |m.1472 | merchant | Nicholas Broun |m.1500 merchant 
1493 Thomas n.g. n.g. John Morys n.g.d.1501 | gentleman 


Beell 
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Table 9: Highest Civic Office and Occupation of Fathers and Stepfathers of Orphans 
(contd.) 


~ = 
2 5 AS 
S $s 8 
2 & E g y & g 5 
88 = ~~ S = — iS 
a8 q S 8 5 8 8 
1545 Walter n.g. butcher Robert Grene cc.1553,55 | butcher 
Parsons 
1545 Thomas s.1535 merchant | William Jaye m.1549 apothecary 
Harte 
1545 Thomas n.g. grocer John Northall =| m.1553,65 | pewterer 
Yong 
1546 Robert n.g. barber Thomas n.g. barber 
Pendygrace Colman 
155425 | Robert n.g. innholder | John Bartelmew | n.g. n.g. 
Estgate snr 
1560 Richard n.g. tailor John Horte m.1599 draper 
Wyckam 
1561 Robert n.g. wire- Nicholas Blake | s.1575 merchant 
Grigge drawer 
1561 Andrew n.g. draper William Byrde | m.1589 draper 
Thorne guarantor 
1561 John Fissher | n.g. skinner Thomas Page n.g. upholsterer 
1562 Robert n.g. shoe- Richard Ryse n.g. shoemaker 
Willyams maker 
1565 James n.g. grocer William Saxcye | n.g. gentleman 
Dowle 
1566 Thomas Hill | n.g. skinner William Prewet | s.1578 draper 
1566 John Suche | n.g. merchant | Thomas Pytte /n.g. draper 
1567 Richard n.g. innholder | Richard Maye | s.1592 innholder 
Rogers 
1567 John n.g. shearman | John Holborow | n.g. clothier 
Myllarde 
1567 Thomas n.g. capper John Drewett n.g. haberdasher 
Apowen 
1567 Richard n.g. soapmaker | Charles Hopton | n.g. soapmaker 
Alkyn 
1568 Michael n.g. draper John Wilcoxe | n.g. clothier of 
Colston Wilts 
1568 Thomas n.g. tucker Edmund n.g. clothier 
Apprice alias Roberttes 
Evans 
1575 William n.g. innholder | John Warren n.g. innholder 
Clemond 
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1575 Elizabeth n.g. mercer Edward Benett | n.g. mercer 
Kyttingall 
1575 Widow n.g ng Griffith Jonis n.g. upholsterer 
Mathewis 
1575 Edmund n.g. merchant | John Prewett m.1575 tanner 
Wood 
1575 George n.g innholder | Felix Lewes n.g Dr of law 
Graie 
1576 John n.g. draper Henry Nailor n.g. n.g. 
Paine alias 
Fletcher 
1577 Widow n.g. merchant | Giles Byttfield, | n.g. soapmaker 
Hollaster guardian 
1581 Richard n.g merchant | Thomas m.1584 merchant 
Langford Rowland 
1589 Thomas 8.1582 merchant | Edward Bosden |n.g. gentleman 
Pollington 
1584 Julian n.g.; merchant | John Horte m.1600 draper 
Wayman s.1571 
then Warren 
1585 Richard n.g. merchant | Edmund Wirrall | n.g. merchant 
Saltern 
1585 Elizabeth n.g. brewer Robert Stone n.g. n.g. 
Shuttleworth 
1590 Thomas n.g. merchant | William Draper | n.g. merchant 
Griffith 
1589 Roger n.g. mercer John Jones, 8.1584; mercer; 
Shipman d. then John n.g. n.g. 
Higgens 
1590 Edward n.g. merchant | Thomas n.g. merchant 
Chester Holcombe 
1590 Walter s.1583 glover Edward n.g. gentleman 
Davys Colthurst 
1590 John n.g. merchant | Abell Kytchen | m.1612 merchant 
Brinston 
1584 Robert s.1574 chamber- | Thomas n.g. mercer of 
Halton lain? Philippe London 
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Table 10: Occupations of Benefactors and Value of Legacies to Orphans where Given, 
1525-1594, 


Benefactors leaving legacies of £100 or more are marked * 


g 
L 
$ g] os © 
S jet] & >8 

z a As s) = ay 
Richard Knight father 1525 | capper £10 103r 
Henry Whyte father 1545 | grocer £66 13s. 4d. 104r 
Walter Parsons father 1545 | butcher £20 104v 
*Thomas Harte father 1545 | merchant £150 104v 
Thomas Yong father 1545 | grocer £41 105r 
Robert Pendygrace | father 1546 | barber £20 105r 
Robert Estgate father 1555 | innholder £30 105v 
*William Tyndall father 1559 | merchant £200 + goods 106r 
*Richard Wyckam __| father 1560 | tailor £120 + goods 85v 
*Robert Grigge father 1561 | wiredrawer | £140 86v 
Andrew Thorne father 1561 | draper £54 87r 
John Fissher father 1561 | skinner £40 107r 
Robert Willyams father 1562 |shoemaker | £10 87v 
*James Dowle father 1565 | grocer £340 108r 
*Thomas Hill father 1566 | skinner £100 88r 
*John Suche father 1566 | merchant £600 + goods 110v 
Edmund Rogers father 1567 |innholder | £56 88v 
John Myllerd father 1567 |shearman | £10 117r 
Thomas Apowen father 1567 | capper £12 117v 
Walter West father 1567 | baker £20 + goods 118r 
*Richard Alkyn father 1567 |soapmaker | £200 119r 
Michael Colston father 1568 | draper £17 15s. 4d. 89r 
*Thomas Apprice father 1568 | tucker £116 13s. 4d. 121r 
*Robert Smythe father 1571 | merchant £250 124v 
William Chester father 1574 |whittawer | £60 126v 
William Yeman father 1574 | glover £85 + goods 128v 
Thomas Adney father 1575 | cutler £28 45. 94d. 130r 
George Hunt father 1575 | whittawer | £22 13s. 4d. 130r 
Richard Mirick father 1575 | tailor £30 130v 
Simon Harbert father 1575 | brewer £4 131r 
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Ralph Scaltock father 1575 | tanner £40 13lv 

Richard Baynham father 1575 | grocer £10 132r 

William Clemond father 1575 |innholder | £20 132r 

*John Kittingall father 1575 | mercer £100 133v 
*Richard Wyckham __| father 1575 | tailor £120 137v 
*Edmund Wood father 1575 | merchant £160 138r 
George Graie father 1575 |innholder | £13 6s. 8d. + rent 139v 
Hugh Mathowes father 1576 | pewterer £20 142v 
John White father 1576 |shoemaker | £40 + rent 143r 
*John Cottrell father 1576 | merchant £1000 + goods + rent} 143v 
John White father 1576 | merchant £82 1s. 2d. 144r 
Thomas Pitte father 1576 | tucker £15 146r 
*John Boydell father 1576 | vintner £190 146v 
John Paine father 1576 | draper £35 + property 147r 
John Curteis father 1576 | cook £24 + property 148r 
William Bodman father 1576 | shipwright | £40 149v 
Francis Coston father 1577 | merchant £6 13s. 4d. 150v 
*Edward Porter father 1577 | draper £200 151r 
John Holland father 1577 | glover £58 151v 
Roger Addams father 1577 | soapmaker | £25 152r 
*John Hollaster father 1577 | merchant £100 152v 
*Edward Frenche father 1578 | grocer £180 153v 
John Rowland father 1579 | merchant £30 154r 
*Thomas Warden father 1580 | merchant £400 155v 
Thomas Callowhill uncle 1581 |apothecary | £26 13s. 4d. 157v 
*Richard Langforde | father 1581 | merchant £1000 158r 
William Yeman father 1581 | grocer £6 13s.4d.+ goods | 160r 
Thomas Powell father 1582 | merchant £60 296v 
Thomas Lawrence father 1583 | tailor £20 258v 
*Thomas Kelke grandfather | 1584 | merchant £400 262r 
John Crompe father 1584 | hooper £4 263r 
William Hamon father 1585 | blacksmith | £20 264r 
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Table 10: Occupations of Benefactors and Value of Legacies to Orphans where Given, 
1525-1594 (contd.) 


aS) 
S 
= 2 as S S 9 S 
*Richard Saltern father 1585 | merchant £210 265v 
Robert Preston father 1585 | tailor £18 + goods 268r 
Richard Swetnam father 1585 | merchant £40 268v 
John Chambers father 1585 __ | tailor £15 268v 
John Aust father 1585 | baker £20 269v 
Philip Kyte father 1586 | cordwainer | £33 6s. 8d. 267r 
*William Pittes father 1586 | clothier £110 267v 
Richard Knight father 1586 | sailor £12 275v 
*Richard Younge father 1587 | merchant £150 273r 
*Thomas Griffyth father 1587 | merchant £200 273v 
Thomas Addams father 1587 | tanner £10 + goods 279v 
*Roger Shipman father 1589 | mercer £250 276r 
Simon Linche father 1589 | ship’s £83 271v 
carpenter 
*Richard Rogers father 1590 |soapmaker / £140 280r 
*Walter Davys father 1590 | glover £200 281r 
*William Gyttons father 1590 | merchant £100 281v 
John Boswell father 1590 | grocer/ £90 282v 
merchant 
David Oldfeilde father 1590 | clothier £20 283v 
*John Brinston father 1590 | merchant £150 285v 
William Sternolde father 1591 | cooper £53 163r 
*Thomas Pollington | father 1591 | merchant £600 254v 
*Anthony Pill father 1591 | grocer £200 296r 
William Cooke father 1592 |navigator/ | £24 291v 
sailor 
*Henry Gough father 1594 | merchant £200 296r 


Appendix 
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~ an xX 
G8) ee|| 2 g 3 § Ss § 
Es fe 5 5 ~S & a3 
2/33 88] & s S& = B 8 
S|/S 3 $8 x y x LY S 3 3 
Q|S q Fs GB i O83 = Ri & 
1333-|187 |38+1 |27 13 men (inc. 2 | 10 (5 executors, |98 men+6 | 44 
1408 father |= 14.4% | brothers and 1 | 4 designated women women 
= 20.8%) of total | bro-in-law) in wills, 1 = 55.6% of |=23.5% 
of total = 6.9% of neighbour) total of total 
total = 5.3% of total 
1422-|40  /3 11 2 brothers + 1 | 9 executors 14 men 4 women 
1493 =7.5% |=27.5% | grandmother |= 22.5% of = 35% of = 10% 
of total | of total |=7.5% of total total of total 
total 
1525-|185 |16+3 |35 26 (incl. 8 11 (3 executors, |93 men+1 | 27 
1594 fathers |= 18.9% | brothers, 5 1 widow of woman women 
= 10.2%| of total | uncles, 5 exec, | overseer |= 50.8% of |= 14.5% 
of total grandmothers, | of will, 3 total of total 
1 grandfather, | widows of 
1 bro-in-law, 1 | guardians, 3 
sister-in-law) | masters) 
= 14% of total| = 5.9% of total 


Table 12: Highest Civic Office of Orphans’ Fathers, Guardians and Guarantors per 
Entry in ROR, 1333-1423 and 1545-94, 


1333-1423 Total | Mayors Sheriffs* Bailiffs* Councillors 
Fathers 164 6 (3.6%) 4 (24%) 14 (8.5%) 17 (10.3%) 
Male Guardians 162 29 (17.9%) |5 (3%) 8 (4.9%) 27 (16.6%) 
Guarantors 420 83 (19.7%) | 21 (5%) 56 (13.3%) 93 (22.1%) 
1545-94 

Fathers 122 4 (3.2%) 6 (4.9%) 3 (2.4%) 
Male Guardians 163 19 (11.6%) | 11 (6.7%) 1 (0.6%) 
Guarantors 432 48 (11%) 58 (13.4%) 7 (1.6%) 


*Until 1373, two bailiffs were appointed annually. From 1373 until 1499, two bailiffs and a sheriff were 
appointed annually and from 1500 onwards there were two sheriffs annually and the office of bailiff 


disappeared. 


' The same man was often appointed on several occasions as guardian or guarantor to different orphans. 
The purpose of the table is to illustrate the extent to which office holders were appointed as guardians 
or guarantors and therefore each separate entry is counted, which means that the same man may be 
represented on several occasions. 
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Table 13: Occupation and Office of Orphans’ Fathers, Guardians and Guarantors, 
1333-1493. 


cc. = member of common council, b. = bailiff, s = sheriff, m. = mayor, mp. = member of parliament. 


n.g. = not given 


Office & Relationship 
Folio |Date | Father Occupation | Guardian to Orphans 
4r 1333 |Johnde Aschton  |n.g. William de Cropenhull n.g. 
4v 1333 | William le Ropere | n.g. Cecilia le Ropere widow 
senior 

Sr 1333 | Walter Sanekyn n.g. John de Bromdon n.g. 
Sr 1333 | William Curteys | n.g. John de Wycomb n.g. 
Sv 1333 | Simon Forstal n.g a) Alice Forstal a) widow 

b) John Reynald b) ng 

c) Thomas Godeshalpe c) ng. 

d) Thomas Blanket d) b. 1340, 41 
6v 1336 | John Fairmay n.g. a) Edith Fairmay a) widow 

b) Richard Yerdeleygh b) ng. 
6v 1337 | John le Draper n.g. a) William le Draper a) relative 

senior b) John Denynge b) ng. 

c) Stephen le Spicer c) n.g. 

d) Richard le Draper d) relative 
Tr 1337 | John Bernard ng. a) Alice Bernard a) widow 

b) Ralph le Newmaistre b) ng 
Tv 1337 | Robert Tumbrel n.g. Tumbrel Julian widow 
Tv 1337 | Vincent Fraunceys | n.g. Agnes Fraunceys widow 
Tv 1339 | Robert Haleweye |n.g. a) Christina Haleweye a) widow 

b) William Morne b) ? stepfather 
8r 1338 | William Derby ng. William Hany n.g. 
8r 1338 | John Clerk n.g. Miles Dosi n.g. 
8r 1339 | Richard Wodhull | n.g John de Colynton n.g. 
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Office, Occupation, Relationship 


Office & Occupation | Guarantors to Guardian 
ng. Alan de Wryngton cc. 1349 
widow a) Walter le White a) fisherman 
b) Vincent Fraunceys b) n.g. 
n.g. a) Everard le Francis a) m. 1331, 36, 39, mp. 48 
b) Walter Prentiz b) b. 1325 
c) Richard Blanket c) n.g. 
d) Richard Atenok d) n.g. 
m. 1350, mp. 46 n.g. n.g. 
a) widow a) John Derby a) n.g. 
b) b. 1340, 41 b) William Reynald b) ng. 
c) ng. c) Richard de Wodhull c) ng. 
d) Thomas le Roper d) ng. 
a) widow a) John Otery a) n.g. 
b) ng. b) William le Bakare b) ng. 
c) Nicholas le Fusten c) n.g. 
d) David Brouneuesynge d) n.g. 
a) n.g. a) Clement Turtle a) b.1321 
b) n.g. b) Richard Horloke b) cc. 1349 
c) m.1337, 38 c) John le Whyte c) n.g. 
d) ng. d) John Hugghes d) cc. 1344 
e) Thomas Blanket e) b. 1340, 41 
f) John Otery sen f) cc. 1344 
g) John de Torytone g) ng. 
h) William Atteforde h) n.g. 
i) John Capon i) n.g.. 
a) widow; a) William Tilly a) ng. 
b) cc. 1344 b) James Tilly b) b. 1340, 45 
widow a) Walter de Tokyngton a) n.g. 
b) John de Wydhull b) n.g. 
c) Roger Dowel c) ?ec. 1370 
widow a) Walter le Whyte a) n.g. 
b) Robert le Whyte b) ng. 
a) widow a) Walter Toby a) n.g. 
b) taverner b) Robert de Parys b) ng. 
b. 1338, 43, 46 a) Henry Babbcary a) b. 1329, 30, 32 
b) Thomas Belechere b) cc. 1344 
n.g. n.g. n.g. 
cc. 1344,49,50,mp. | a) John de Wodhull a) n.g. 
50 b) William le Ropere b) cc. 1344 
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Table 13: Occupation and Office of Orphans’ Fathers, Guardians and Guarantors, 
1333-1493 (contd.) 


cc. = member of common council, b. = bailiff, s = sheriff, m. = mayor, mp. = member of parliament. 
n.g. = not given 


Office & Relationship 
Folio |Date | Father Occupation | Guardian to Orphans 
8v 1339 | Richard Cnoll n.g. John Atte Beru(gh) n.g. 
8v 1339 | John Atte Walle b. 1328 Christina Atte Walle widow 
10r 1339 | William Hayl n.g. Christina Hay] widow 
10r 1340 | John Wisman n.g Margaret Wisman widow 
llr 1341 | William le Haukare| m.p. 1336 Alice le Haukare widow 
13r 8/1344] Walter le White fisherman Isabel le White widow 
14r 1345 | John de Axebrugge| m.1329, m.p. | a) Isabel de Axebrugge a) widow 
24, 25,27, b) ng. 
32, merchant 
14v 1345 | John le Leche n.g. Alice Atte Dyche widow 
15r 1346 | William Bulge n.g. Walter Galyot n.g. 
15v 1346 | Richard de Panes |b.1318,mp. | Richard Hurel ng. 
28, 30 
16r 1347 | Roger Dapplegh __| merchant a) Richard Dapplegh a) relative 
b) John Blanket b) ng. 
l6v 1348 | John Dunnyng n.g. Joan Turtle n.g. 
l6v 1348 | John Yonge n.g. Roger Deann n.g. 
17r 1348 | William le Feltere | cc.1344 Robert Prentyus ng. 
17r 1348 | Henry Westram n.g. a) Edith de Nywelond, a) ng. 
widow of John b) husband of 
b) Hugh Colston Edith 
lov 1348 | Adam Tornok n.g. William Pedewell n.g. 
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Office, Occupation, Relationship 


Office & Occupation | Guarantors to Guardian 
n.g. a) John Batt a) girdler 
b) Martin le Gurdler b) n.g. 
widow a) Walter le Whyte a) n.g. 
b) Thomas Belechere b) cc. 1344 
widow a) Henry Babbecary a) cc. 1344 
b) Roger de Wellys b) n.g. 
widow a) William le Bunde a) ng. 
b) Hugh Paon b) ng. 
c) John Horncastell c) cc. 1344, mp. 44 
d) Roger Wodhull d) ng. 
e) Richard Edmund e) n.g. 
f) John Reymond f) n.g. 
widow a) Thomas de Babbecary a) m. 1355, 59, mp. 60 
b) Robert de Wryngton b) m. 1342,47 
c) Nicholas le Haukare c) relative 
widow a) John Atte Celer a) cc. 1344, 49, 50 
b) John Barry b) n.g. 
c) Robert le White c) relative 
a) widow a) Robert de Wryngton a) m. 1342.47 
b) cc. 1344 b) Thomas Colston b) cc. 1344, guardian 
c) William Seward c) n.g. 
widow n.g. ng. 
ng. a) John Turtle a) cc. 1349 
b) John Neel b) b. 1345, mp. 46 
cc. 1349 a) John Fisshewere a) cc. 1344 
b) Richard Horlok b) cc. 1349 
a) n.g. a) n.g. ng. 
b) b. 1340, 41 b) ng. 
cc. 1349 n.g. ng. 
n.g. a) Stephen Norman a) ng. 
b) Thomas Blanket b) b. 1341, 42 
cc. 1349. n.g. ng. 
ng. a) Richard de Barewe a) n.g. 
b) John Drak b) n.g. 
ng. a) John Atte Berwe a) of Cardiff 
b) Hugh Cotyler b) ng. 
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Table 13: Occupation and Office of Orphans’ Fathers, Guardians and Guarantors, 
1333-1493 (contd.) 


cc. = member of common council, b. = bailiff, s = sheriff, m. = mayor, mp. = member of parliament. 


n.g. = not given 


Office & Relationship 
Folio | Date | Father Occupation | Guardian to Orphans 
17r 1349 | Nicholas le Fuster | cc. 1344 John le Gardiner n.g. 
17r 1349 |Thomas le White |n.g. a) Walter de Taunton a) ng. 
b) Thomas Goce b) n.g. 
17v 1349 | William Seward | n.g Robert de Cheddre relative 
17v 1350 | John Banewell n.g. John de Frompton junior | n.g. 
17v 1350 | William le Spicer |n.g. Joan le Skynnere, wife of | n.g. 
Jordan 
17v 1350 |a) Henry Sporiare | a) n.g. John Crabbe n.g. 
b) John Mildecorn | b) n.g. 
17v 1350 | John Morys n.g. Richard Hurel ng. 
17v 1350 | Robert de n.g. John de Jernemuth n.g. 
Thorleton 
17v 1349 | William de Wyght | n.g. Eleanor le Dubbare, widow| n.g. 
of Adam 
18r 1349 | William n.g. Edith Wydyhull ng. 
Chekkelegh 
18r 1349 | William de n.g. Geoffrey de Aston n.g. 
Warewyk 
18r 1349 | John Wedmore n.g. Robert le Clerk of n.g. 
Wedmore 
18r 1349 | ? Badecock n.g. Julian Coumbe, wife of n.g. 
William 
18r 1349 | Jordan de Compton| n.g. a) Richard Howyn a) ng. 
b) Richard de Magor b) ng. 
c) John de Compton c) ng. 
18v 1349 | John Parys n.g. John Parys junior relative 
18v 1349 | Robert de Bathe | cc. 1344 a) John de Wryngton a) ng. 
b) Thomas Babbecary b) ng. 
c) John de Wycombe c) ng. 
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Office, Occupation, Relationship 


Office & Occupation — | Guarantors to Guardian 
cc. 1349 a) Walter de Taunton a) cc. 1349 
b) Robert Charm b) n.g. 
a) cc. 1349 a) Walter de Frompton a) m. 1357,65,74, mp. 62, 78 
b) ng. b) John de Wycomb b) m. 1350, mp. 46 
c) Hugh de Frompton c) cc. 1349.50 
m. 1360, 62, mp. 69 a) Thomas Babbecary a) m. 1355, 59, m.p. 60 
b) Walter Kebbe b) cc. 1349 
n.g. a) William Hayl a) b. 1364; 
b) William Somerwell b) m. 1387, mp. 66, 84 
ng. a) Matthew le Faire a) n.g. 
b) Thomas Pedewell b) ng. 
n.g. a) John de Pedeston a) n.g. 
b) Richard Burgeys b) ng. 
cc. 1349 a) John de Payneswyk a) cc.1350 
b) Richard Horlok b) cc.1349 
ec. 1349 a) Walter de Taunton a) cc. 1349 
b) John le Gardiner b) cc. 1349 
n.g. a) Ralph Whytelegh a) ng. 
b) Adam Sharp b) ng. 
ng. a) Walter de Taunton a) cc. 1349 
b) Thomas de Salesbury b) ng. 
n.g. a) John de Lyme a) cc. 1344, 49, 50 
b) John de Collynton b) cc. 1344, 49,50, mp. 51 
n.g. a) William de Dure a) ng. 
b) Thomas Bust b) n.g. 
m.p. 53 a) Walter Kebbe a) cc. 1349 
b) Thomas Babbecary b) m.1355, 59, mp. 60 
a) n.g. a) John Pachet a) n.g. 
b) n.g. b) Richard Langbrigg b) n.g. 
c) ng. c) John Pieres c) n.g. 
d) William Somerwell d) m. 1387, mp. 66, 84 
e) John Sampson e) cc. 1349, 50 
f) Thomas Babbecary f) m. 1355, 59, mp. 60 
n.g. a) Thomas de Covyntre a) b. 1352 
b) John Gardiner b) cc. 1349 
a) cc. 1349 a) John de Wycombe - guardian a) m.1350 
b) m.1355,59, mp. 60 |b) Alan de Wryngton b) cc. 1349 
c) m. 1350, mp. 46 c) John de Wryngton - guardian c) cc.1349 


d) Thomas Babbecary - guardian 


d) m. 1355, 59, mp. 60 
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Table 13: Occupation and Office of Orphans’ Fathers, Guardians and Guarantors, 
1333-1493 (contd.) 


cc. = member of common council, b. = bailiff, s = sheriff, m. = mayor, mp. = member of parliament. 


n.g. = not given 


Office & Relationship 
Folio |Date | Father Occupation | Guardian to Orphans 
19r 1349 | Henry de Frompton| cc.1344 William Hayl n.g. 
19v 1349 | Nicholas le n.g. a) Letitia le Haukere widow 
Haukere b) Nicholas Chepman 
19v 1349 | John le Eyr cc. 1344 John de Wotton n.g. 
20r 1349 | Stephen le Spicer |m.1337,38, | John Turtle n.g. 
43,44 
20r 1349 | Thomas Albon b. 1344 a) Agnes Albon a) widow 
b) Thomas de Glastonbury | b) n.g. 
c) Richard Spicer c) ng. 
d) Elias Spelly d) ng. 
20v 1349 | James Tilly b.1340,45, | John de Lym n.g. 
mp. 40 
2ir 1349 | John Horncastell | cc. 1344, mp.| Alan de Wryngton n.g. 
44 
2ir 1349 | Miles Dosy n.g. John de Hegh(am) ng. 
21v 1350 | Thomas Lange n.g. Robert de Cheddre n.g. 
28r 1354 | William Peres n.g. John Pieres relative 
28r 1354 | John Lyndraper n.g. a) Edith Lyndraper a) widow 
b) Robert Prentis b) ng. 
c) Richard Haleweye c) ng. 
28v 1355 | Richard n.g. William Power n.g. 
Morlewode 
28v 1355 | John Wale cc. 1344 John de Hakston n.g. 
3lv 1356 | William Medeweye n.g. John Mechelane n.g. 
3l1lv 1357 | Roger Wodhull n.g. a) Roger Wodhull junior _| a) relative 
senior b) Adam Pountiefreyt b) ng. 
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Office, Occupation, Relationship 


Office & Occupation | Guarantors to Guardian 
b. 1364 a) John le Haukere a) n.g. 
b) Walter Kebbe b) cc.1349 
widow a) Thomas Babbecary a) m.1355, 59, mp. 60 
b) Henry le Haukere b) cc. 1349 
cc. 1350 a) Richard Sampson a) ng. 
b) Walter Kebbe b) cc. 1349 
cc. 1349 a) Robert Gyene a) m. 1345, 46, 49 
b) John Wyecomb b) m. 1350 
a) widow a) Walter de Frompton a) cc. 1349, 50, 70, mp. 62, 78 
b) cc.1370 b) John Drou b) n.g. 
c) m.1353, 54, 71, mp. | c) Richard Horlok c) cc.1349 
54,55 d) Robert Atte Walle d) cc. 1349, 50 
d) m. 1369, 78, 82, 90, | e) John Stoke e) m. 1364, 66, 79, mp.63, 72, 81 
mp. 76, 81, 85, 86 f) Robert Prentyz f) cc. 1349 
cc. 1344, 49, 50 a) Peter Romeneye a) ng. 
b) John de Colyngton b) cc. 1344, 49, 50, mp. 50 
cc. 1349, 50 a) John de Wycombe a)m. 1350, mp. 46 
b) John de Wryngton b) cc. 1349 
c) Thomas Babbecary c) m. 1355, 59,mp. 1360 
ng. a) Walter de Taunton a) cc. 1349 
b) John le Gardiner b) cc. 1349 
m. 1360, 62, mp. 69 n.g. n.g. 
n.g. a) William de Beteslegh a) cc. 1350 
b) John Shipman b) cc. 1349 
a) widow a) John de Stoke a) m. 1364, 66, 79, mp.63,72, 81 
b) cc. 1349 b) John de Wryngton b) cc. 1349 
c) ng. c) John de Hakston c) b. 1360 
d) Thomas de Couentre d) b. 1352 
n.g. a) John Foliot a) ng. 
b) Walter Kyng b) n.g. 
b. 1360 a) John Sampson a) cc. 1349, 50 
b) John de Wotton b) cc. 1350 
n.g. a) Gregory Blanket a) n.g. 
b) Henry de Cobyndon b) ng. 
a) n.g. a) John Rede a) n.g. 
b) ng. b) John Lange b) cc. 1349, of Cardiff 
c) Thomas Babbecary c) m. 1355, 59, mp. 60 


d) Thomas Inhyne 


d) b. 1356 
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Table 13: Occupation and Office of Orphans’ Fathers, Guardians and Guarantors, 
1333-1493 (contd.) 


cc. = member of common council, b. = bailiff, s = sheriff, m. = mayor, mp. = member of parliament. 


n.g. = not given 


Office & Relationship 

Folio |Date | Father Occupation | Guardian to Orphans 
32v 1357 | William Fayreford | n.g. John de Dene n.g. 
32v 1357 | Salesbury Thomas |n.g. Robert Yerdelegh n.g. 
33r 1357 | Walter Breware n.g Ralph de Bardestaple n.g. 
33v 1358 | William Crips n.g. William Coumbe n.g. 
33v 1358 | William Iweyn ng. a) Walter Kebbe a) n.g. 

b) Joan Iweyn b) widow 

c) Adam Milkusham c) ng. 
35r 1360 | John Beaumeys n.g. Richard Hurel ng. 
35r 1360 | John Atte Welle n.g. Joan Atte Welle widow 
36r 1361 | John de Wryngton | cc. 1349 Alice de Wryngton widow 
36v 1361 | John Graunge n.g. William Huntelegh n.g. 
37r 1361 | Richard Aleyn cc. 44 William Somerwell n.g. 
37v 1361 | John Wicombe m. 1350, mp,| William Coumbe n.g. 

46 

37Vv 1361 | Hugh le Frompton | cc. 1349, 50 | Matilda Frompton widow 
39r 1361 | John de Haywude |n.g. Richard Netherbury ng. 
39r 1361 | John Bathe n.g. William Selycoke n.g. 
39v 1362 | Robert Honybourn | n.g. Walter Guytyng of n.g. 

Evesham 
39v 1362 | William Malcoum |n.g. William Peautrer n.g. 
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Office, Occupation, Relationship 


Office & Occupation — | Guarantors to Guardian 
n.g. a) Walter Derby a) m. 1363, 67, 76, 80, 84, mp. 
b) Richard de Dene 72, 73, 82 
b) b.1354 - relative 
n.g. a) John Sampson a) cc. 1349, 50 
b) Walter Taunton b) cc. 1349 
n.g. a) John Sampson a) cc. 1349.50 
b) David Brounenesynge b) cc. 1349 
m.p.1353 a) Walter Frompton a) m. 1357, 65, 74, mp. 62, 78 


b) Thomas Babbcary b) m. 1355, 59, mp. 1360 
a) cc.1349,50 a) Baldwyn de Millton a) n.g. 
b) widow b) Walter Kebbe b) cc. 1349, 50, guardian 
c) cc. 1370 c) Richard Inhyne c) b. 1355 
d) Thomas March d) n.g. 
e) Robert Taunton e) cc. 1349, 50 
cc. 49 a) William Hayl a) b. 1365 
b) Richard Horlok b) cc. 49 
widow a) Thomas Babbcary a) m. 1355, 59, mp. 60 
b) Thomas Inhyne b) b. 1356 
widow a) Thomas Babbecary a) m. 1355, 59, mp. 60 
b) William Combe b) mp. 1353 
c) Adam Pountefreyt c) ng. 
cook a) William Wodeford a) cc. 1381 
b) John Proutyng b) n.g. 
m. 1387, mp. 66, 84 a) Thomas Inhyne a) bb.1356 
b) Walter Mulward b) cc.1370 
mp. 1353 a) John Hakeston a) cc. 1350 
b) John Stoke b) m. 1364, 66, 79, mp.63, 72, 
81 
widow a) Walter Frompton a) m. 1357, 65, 74, mp. 62, 78 - 
b) John de Cobyndon relative 
b) m. 1352 
ng. Walter Taunton cc.1349 
n.g. a) John Haukere a) ng. 
b) Robert le Hopere b) ng. 
n.g. a) John Hakestone a) cc. 1350 
b) Elias Spelly b) m. 1369, 78, 82, 90, mp. 76, 
81, 85, 86 
n.g. a) Henry Moul a) n.g. 
b) John Wotton b) cc.1370 
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Table 13: Occupation and Office of Orphans’ Fathers, Guardians and Guarantors, 
1333-1493 (contd.) 


cc. = member of common council, b. = bailiff, s = sheriff, m. = mayor, mp. = member of parliament. 


n.g. = not given 


Office & Relationship 
Folio | Date | Father Occupation | Guardian to Orphans 
40r 1362 |Robert Yerdeley | n.g. Joan Yerdeley widow 
40r 1362 | William Betusleye | cc. 1349,50 | Geoffrey Wermystre n.g. 
40r 1362 | Thomas Goos n.g. Anketyll Moygne n.g. 
41r 1362 | Geoffrey Beauflour| b. 1357, mp. | William Canynges n.g. 
60 
4lv 1362 | John Monynge n.g. John Castel n.g. 
4lv 1362 | John Reymond n.g Walter Derby n.g. 
4lv 1362 | John Perys n.g. Amicia Perys widow 
42v 1363 | Richard Dene b. 1354 Walter Derby n.g. 
43r 1365 | John Dene n.g. William Pikeuat ng. 
42v 1363 | Robert Atte Walle |b. 1353 Elizabeth Atte Walle widow 
43v 1367 | Ralph Dyare n.g. William Huchoun n.g. 
44r 1367 | John Thorp n.g. John Steel n.g. 
47r 1370 | Margaret Thorp n.g. John Woderoue n.g. 
44r 1368 | Robert Carpenter |n.g. a) William Hail a) stepfather 


b) Richard Spicer 


b) n.g. 
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Office, Occupation, Relationship 


Office & Occupation — | Guarantors to Guardian 
widow a) John Pedewell a) n.g. 
b) William Portlond b) n.g. 
ec. 1370 a) John Blanket a) cc. 1344, 49 
b) William Erlyngham b) b. 1378 
ng. a) Walter Frompton a) m. 1357,65,74, mp. 62, 78 
b) Edmund Blanket b) b. 1349, mp. 62, 69 
c) John Blanket c) cc. 1344, 49 


d) Elias Spelly 

e) John Haukere 

f) Reginald Frensch 

g) Walter Derby 

h) Walter Taunton 

i) David Brounenesynge 


d) m. 1369, 78, 82,90, mp. 76, 
81,85, 86 

e) n.g. 

f) m. 1356,58, mp. 1355, 58, 61 
g) m. 1363, 67, 76, 80, 84, mp. 
72,73, 82 


j) John Lym h) cc.1349 
i) cc.1349 
j) cc.1344, 49, 50 
m. 1372.73, 75,81, 85,| a) William Wodeford a) cc.1381, merchant 
89, mp. 65 b) John Bathe b) m.1370, mp. 71 
n.g. n.g. n.g. 
m.1363, 67, 76, 80, 84,) a) Edmund Blanket a) b. 1349, mp. 62, 69 
mp. 72, 73, 82 b) Thomas Halewy b) ng. 
widow a) John Stoke a) m. 1364, 66, 79, mp.63, 72, 81 
b) William Cokay b) ng. 
m. 1363, 67, 76, 80, 84, a) Roger Spert a) cc. 1349 
mp. 72, 73, 82 b) Thomas Haleweye b) ng. 
n.g. a) Thomas Glastyngbury a) cc. 1370, carpenter 
b) John Dalesbergh b) ng. 
widow a) Henry Cobynden a) ng. 
b) Robert Hoper b) ng. 
tanner a) Walter Taunton a) cc. 49 
b) William Tannere b) n.g. 
n.g. a) John Heyhome a) ng. 
b) Adam Pountyfreyt b) ng. 
n.g. a) Richard Bromdon a) m. 1361, mp 57 


b) William Somerwelle 


b) m. 1387, mp. 66, 84 


a) cc. 1349, 50 
b) m.1353, 54, 71, mp. 
54,55 


a) Henry Wyuelescomb 

b) John Bont 

c) William Hail 

d) Thomas Carpenter senior 


a) cc.1381 

b) n.g. 

c) cc. 1349,50 
d) n.g. - relative 
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Table 13: Occupation and Office of Orphans’ Fathers, Guardians and Guarantors, 
1333-1493 (contd.) 


cc. = member of common council, b. = bailiff, s = sheriff, m. = mayor, mp. = member of parliament. 


n.g. = not given 


Office & Relationship 
Folio | Date | Father Occupation | Guardian to Orphans 
44v 1368 | John Love n.g. a) Henry Chaungius stepfather 
b) John Inhyne 
45r 1368 | William Persshton | n.g. a) Henry Wyuelescomb a) ng. 
b) William Somerwell b) ng. 
47r 1370 | Thomas Denebawd| mp. 1366 Thomas Knap stepfather 
48r 1371 |Edmund Blanket |b. 1349, mp. | Thomas Lyonus stepfather 
62, 69 
48v 1371 | Nicholas Maskell | of Lymerik | Hugh Fraunceys n.g. 
49r 1371 | William Hail b. 1365 Agnes Hail widow 
50r 1372 | Richard Clerke n.g. Robert Atte Hatche ng. 
S0v 1373 | John Wotton cc. 1370 John Bathe n.g. 
Sir 1374 | Richard Carpenter | n.g. Alice Carpenter widow 
Sir 1375 | William Hamme _ | butcher William Somerwell n.g. 
Slv 1375 | John Rede n.g. John Iweyn n.g. 
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Office & Occupation 


Guarantors 


Office, Occupation, Relationship 
to Guardian 


n.g. a) Elias Spelly a) m. 1369, 78, 82, 90, mp. 76, 
b) Walter Derby 81,85, 86 
c) Thomas Inhyne b) m. 1363, 67, 76, 80, 84, mp. 
d) William Wodeford 72, 73, 82 
e) John Sloo c) b. 1356 
d) s. 1388 
e) b. 1366 
a) cc. 1381 a) William Coumb a) s. 1378 
b) m. 1387, mp. 66, 84 | b) William Hail b) b. 1365 
c) Robert Cheddre c) m. 1360, 62, mp. 69 
d) John Bathe d) m. 1370, mp. 71 
m. 1386,91, 96, 99, a) John Inhyne a) b.1372 
1403, mp. 85, 88 b) John Yonge b) b. 1384 
ng. a) Elias Spelly a) m. 1369, 78, 82, 90, mp. 76, 
b) Henry Vyell 81, 85, 86 
c) Walter Derby b) s.1375 
d) Richard Bromdon c) m. 63, 67, 76, 80, 84, mp. 72, 
e) John Woderove 73, 82 
d) m. 1361, mp. 57 
e) n.g. 
n.g. a) Adam Pountfreyt a) n.g. 
b) John Battes b) n.g. 
c) Simon Uphull c) ng. 
widow a) John Wilkyns a) cc. 1370 
b) Robert Plomere b) n.g. 
c) Richard Spicer c) m.1353, 54, 71, mp. 54, 55 
d) Thomas Glastyngburi d) n.g. 
n.g. a) John Yonge a) b. 1384 
b) Robert Saundres b) n.g. 
m. 1370, mp. 71 a) John Stoke a) m. 1364, 66, 79, mp.63, 72, 81 
b) John Canynges b) m. 1392, 98, mp. 83 
widow a) Walter Stodleye a) b.1373,77 
b) Thomas Sampson b) s. 1384 
c) Anketill Morgne c) ng. 
m. 1387, mp. 66, 84 a) Henry Wyuelescombe a) cc. 1381 
b) John Woderove b) n.g. 
tailor, n.g. a) John Felde a) n.g. 
b) John Bristowe b) cc. 1370 
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Table 13: Occupation and Office of Orphans’ Fathers, Guardians and Guarantors, 
1333-1493 (contd.) 


cc. = member of common council, b. = bailiff, s = sheriff, m. = mayor, mp. = member of parliament. 
n.g. = not given 


Office & Relationship 
Folio | Date | Father Occupation | Guardian to Orphans 
Slv 1375 | Richard Atte Res | n.g. Roger Shyngelton relative 
52r 1376 | (John) Mody of Somerset, | John Clerk n.g. 
ng. 
52r 1376 | John Bathe m. 1370, mp. | Sir Thomas Hungerford stepfather 
71 
52v 1377 | Peter Hoper cc. 1370 a) William Thomas a) ng. 

b) John Ruscham b) n.g. 

c) Nicholas Tyntenhull c) stepfather 
53v 1378 | Henry Viel s. 1375 Walter Tedistille stepfather 
53v 1378 | John Vyne n.g. Roger Diare stepfather 
54v 1377 | Robert Broun ng Margaret Broun widow 
55r 1379 | John Berkele tanner William Shelve ng. 

S7r 1379 |Henry Cobyndon |n.g. Katharine Cobyndon widow 
S6r 1381 | Richard Exebrugge| n.g. Robert Gratele n.g. 
Sor 1381 | John Warynere n.g. William Ele n.g. 
S6v 1381 | William Jeweler |n.g. a) Edward Pountset a) ng. 
b) John Candever b) n.g. 
c) Alice Jeweler c) widow 
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Office, Occupation, Relationship 


Office & Occupation — | Guarantors to Guardian 

cc. 1381 a) John Inhyne a) b. 1372 
b) John Somerwelle b) m. 1393 
c) John Prischton c) b. 1372,81 

n.g. a) Stephen Ruddok a) cc. 1370 
b) Reginald Touker b) b. 1374 


m.p. 1357-93, Wilts & 
Som., speaker 1377, 
steward of John of 
Gaunt 


a) Elias Spelly 

b) John Stoke 

c) Walter Derby 

d) Thomas Beaupyne 


a) m. 1369, 78, 82, 90, mp. 76, 
81,85, 86 

b) m. 1364, 66, 79, mp.63, 72, 
81 

c) m. 1363, 67, 76, 80, 84, mp. 
72, 73, 82 

d) m. 1377, 83, mp. 73, 77, 78, 
82, 88, 93 


a) of Tetbury a) John Spracman a) ng. 
b) ng. b) John Ripere b) cc. 1381 
c) ng. c) John Woderove c) ng. 
d) Anketill Moigne d) ng. 
e) Thomas Inhyne e) b. 1356 
f) Stephen Ruddok f) cc. 1370 
s. 1377, mp. 84 a) Walter Frompton a) m. 1357, 65, 74, mp. 62, 78 
b) John Sloo b) b. 1366 
ec. 1370 a) John Bourne a) n.g. 
b) Thomas Finstor b) n.g. 
widow a) Walter Derby a) m.1363, 67, 76, 80 84, mp. 
b) William Erlyngham 72, 73, 82 
b) b. 1378 
n.g. a) Hugh Carleton a) cc. 1381, butcher 
b) Henry Pieres b) butcher 
widow a) Thomas Beaupyne a) m. 1377, 83, mp. 73, 77, 78, 
b) John Woderove 82, 88, 93 
b) n.g. 
cc. 1370 a) Richard Cobyndon a) n.g. 
b) Alan Wrington b) cc. 1349, 50 
n.g. a) John Chichelewe a) cc. 1370 
b) Robert Saundris b) ng. 
a) ng. a) Thomas Bannebury a) n.g. 
b) s. 1381, mp. 83 b) James Stapulton b) ng. 
c) widow c) Walter Derby c) m. 1363, 67, 76, 80, 84, mp. 


d) William Somerwell 
e) John Woderove 


72, 73, 82 
d) m. 1387, mp. 66, 84 
e) n.g. 
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Table 13: Occupation and Office of Orphans’ Fathers, Guardians and Guarantors, 
1333-1493 (contd.) 


cc. = member of common council, b. = bailiff, s = sheriff, m. = mayor, mp. = member of parliament. 


n.g. = not given 


Office & Relationship 
Folio |Date | Father Occupation | Guardian to Orphans 
S7v 1381 | Richard Cobyndon | n.g. Thomas Danyell n.g. 
S7v 1385 | Husband of Lucy |n.g. Simon Olyver n.g. 
Selsy 
S7v 1385 | Robert Cheddre m. 1360, 62, | Thomas Broke stepfather 
mp. 69 
58r 1385 | John Hervy n.g. Alice Hervy widow 
58r 1387 | John Borde n.g. Robert Dudbroke n.g. 
58v 1387 | Thomas Clerk cc. 1381 John Stephenys n.g. 
58v 1387 |Thomas Sampson |s. 1384 Joan Sampson widow 
59r 1387 | Walter Tedistille |s.1377,mp_ | Agnes Tedistille widow 
84 
59v 1388 | Philip Atte Halle | n.g. William More n.g. 
59v 1389 | John Stanys b. 1378,79, | Agnes Bount guardian’s 
82 widow 
60r 1389 | Richard Derneford | n.g., weaver | a) Alice Derneford a) widow 
b) Stephen Plasterer b) executor 
60v 1390 | Thomas Chapelyn |n.g. a) Peter Atte Wode a) executor 
b) Matilda Chapeleyn b) widow 
6lr 1389 | Walter Michell n.g. a) John Barstaple a) ng. 
b) Mark William b) stepfather 


c) Philip Excestre 


c) ng. 
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Office & Occupation 


Guarantors 


Office, Occupation, Relationship 
to Guardian 


cc. 1381 


a) William Somerwell 


a) m. 1387, mp. 66, 84 


b) Thomas Knapp b) m 1381, 96, 99, 1403, mp. 
1385, 88 
n.g. a) Walter Stodley a) b. 1373.77 
b) John Barstaple b) m. 1395 
c) William Wermynstre c) s. 1396 
d) Walter Seymour d) s. 1392 
e) Hugh Carleton e) cc. 1381 
f) James Cokkys f) s. 1409 
squire a) Thomas Sampson a) s. 1384 
b) John Yong b) b. 1384 
widow a) William Wermynstre a) s. 1396, draper 
b) Thomas Botener b) n.g. 
m. 1404 a) Peter Atte Barugh a) s 1386 
b) John Swell b) cc. 1381 
c) Richard Inhyn c) b.1355 
d) Hugh White d) plumber 
m. 1402 a) William Somerwell a) m. 1387, mp. 66, 84 
b) Walter Seymore b) s. 92 
widow a) William Wermynstre a) s. 1396, merchant 
b) John Stephenys b) m. 1402, mp. 91, 93 
widow a) John Wermynstre a) n.g. 
b) John Fulbroke b) cc. 1381, mp 1382,88 
tax a) John Canynges a) m. 1392,98, mp. 83 
b) Walter Niwecombe b) n.g. 
n.gf a) John Canynges a) m.1392,98, mp. 83 
b) John Prischton b) b. 1372,81 
a) widow a) John Harreys a) ng. 
b) ng. b) Stephen Plasterer b) n.g., executor, guardian 
c) John Zeli c) ng. 
d) John Excestre d) ng. 
a) widow a) John Fluyt a) n.g. 
b) n.g. b) John Veel b) m. 1388 
c) John Barstaple c) m. 1395,1401,04 
d) Richard Stanleigh d) ng. 
a) m. 1395 a) Thomas Danyell a) cc.1381 
b) m. 1422, mp. 1419, | b) Thomas Michell b) n.g. — relative 
21 c) Richard Assch c) ng. 
c) ng. d) William Spaynoll d) relative of stepfather? 
e) Walter Seymour e) s.1392 
f) Robert Cammell f) n.g. 
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Table 13: Occupation and Office of Orphans’ Fathers, Guardians and Guarantors, 
1333-1493 (contd.) 


cc. = member of common council, b. = bailiff, s = sheriff, m. = mayor, mp. = member of parliament. 


n.g. = not given 


Office & Relationship 

Folio | Date | Father Occupation | Guardian to Orphans 
6lv 1389 | Hugh Hunte n.g. Katharine Hunte widow 
6lv 1391 | John Swell cc. 1381 Richard Hantesford stepfather 
62r 1391 | John Yonge b. 1384 a) Joan Yonge a) widow 

b) Thomas Blount b) ng. 
62v 1392 | John Reper cc. 1381 Henry London n.g. 
62v 1392 | William Waleys n.g.,draper | Thomas Blount stepfather 
63v 1393 | Richard Beteston |n.g Thomas Beteston relative 
63v 1393 | Robert Gardyner | cc. 1381, mp.) a) John Bannebury a) named in 

1388 b) John Stephenes senior | will 
b) guarantor 

64r 1395 | William Bracy n.g. Matilda Bracy widow 
64r 1396 | Thomas Halle ng Adam Abraham stepfather 
64r 1396 | William Cary n.g. John Boroghull stepfather 
64v 1396 | Peter Atte Barugh |s. 1386 Margaret Atte Barugh widow 
64v 1397 | John Russell n.g. Walter Seymour named in will 
65r 1397 | William Downe n.g a) John Harreys a) ng. 

b) John Coumber b) ng. 
65r 1398 | Henry Roper n.g. John Aylmer stepfather 
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Office, Occupation, Relationship 


Office & Occupation | Guarantors to Guardian 
widow a) Henry Calf a) n.g. — future husband 
b) John Castell b) b. 1394 
c) Walter Sturmy c) n.g. 
b. 1391 a) John Richardes a) cc. 1409 
b) Henry London b) ng. 
a) widow a) Reginald Touker a) b. 1374 
b) m. 1407,16, mp. 14 | b) John Fulbroke b) cc. 1381, mp. 82,88 
c) Thomas Danyel c) cc. 1381 
d) William Foxhull d) n.g. 
e) Henry Cokerell e) n.g. 
f) Richard Inhyne b. 1355 
n.g. a) Hugh Carleton a) cc. 81, butcher 
b) Elias Roberts b) n.g. 
m. 1407,16, mp. 14 a) Robert Dudbroke a) m. 1404 
b) Richard Inhyne b) b. 1355 
c) Peter atte Barugh c) s. 1386 
of Wilts a) Thomas Burford a) n.g. 
b) John Sloo b) b. 1366 
a) m. 1397, mp. 97 a) John Barstaple a) m. 1395, 1401, 04 
b) m. 1402, mp.1391, |b) John Stephenes b) m. 1402, mp. 91, 93 
93 c) John Droys c) m. 1406, 09, 14, mp. 02,07 
widow a) William Wermynstre a) 8.1396 
b) Richard Stanley b) ng. 
n.g. a) Walter Portlond a) n.g. 
b) Simon Canynges b) n.g. 
c) William Gyen c) cc. 1381 
n.g. a) Henry Roper a) ng. 
b) Thomas Malu[er]ne b) ng. 
widow a) John Somerwell a) m. 1393 
b) Reginald Taillor b) cc.1381 
c) John Prisshton c) b. 1372, 81 
d) John Wodeley d) cc. 1381 
s. 1392 a) Philip Excestre a) ng. 
b) Hendy Thomas b) b. 1412 
a) ng. a) Reginald Touker a) b. 1374 
b) ng. b) John Selwode b) b. 1390 
c) Stephen Ruddoke c) cc. 1370 
d) William Boughan d) cc. 1370 
n.g. a) John Hardyng a) ng. 
b) William Pays b) ng. 
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Table 13: Occupation and Office of Orphans’ Fathers, Guardians and Guarantors, 
1333-1493 (contd.) 


cc. = member of common council, b. = bailiff, s = sheriff, m. = mayor, mp. = member of parliament. 


n.g. = not given 


Office & Relationship 
Folio | Date | Father Occupation | Guardian to Orphans 
65v 1398 | John Mulward n.g. John Bagpath named in will 
65v 1399 | Richard Brokworth| b. 1392 John Lemman stepfather 
66v 1400 | Robert Graunt n.g. Nicholas Deuenyssh stepfather 
67r 1401 | Thomas Carpenter | n.g. a) Thomas Benet a) named in 
b) Henry Bokerell will 
b) n.g. 

67r 1402 | John Fluyt n.g. Richard Sloo stepfather 
68r 1403 | William Solers b. 1384,93,97| a) David Dedbroke a) relative 

alias Draper b) Nicholas Excestre b) ng. 
68r 1404 | William Boughan | cc. 70 William Hurdeman stepfather 
69v 1405 | Richard Kenfeke |n.g. John Beaupero stepfather 
69v 1405 | Robert Lygh n.g. John Blekker executor 
70r 1405 | Robert Spisour n.g. Alice Spisour widow 
70Vv 1405 | Adam Forster n.g. Alice Forster widow 
70Vv 1406 | John Palmer tucker John Cuffe stepfather 
65v 1405 | John Lemman b. 1398 William White executor 
Tlv 1408 | Thomas Capiscot |n.g. William Capiscot relative 
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Office & Occupation | Guarantors to Guardian 
n.g. a) John Clyve a) m. 1412, 25, mp. 14 
b) Thomas Wellyngton b) ng. 
c) Geoffrey Meke c) ng. 
b. 1398 a) Richard Hantesford a) b. 1391 
b) Hugh Carleton b) cc. 1381, butcher 
c) Robert Dudbroke c) m.1404 
d) Thomas Gloucestre d) s. 1403 
n.g. a) Thomas Norton a) m. 1413, mp 1399, 1402, 11, 
b) William Solers/Draper 13,17, 20,21 
b) b. 1384, 93, 97 
a) Canon of Wells a) John Stamford junior a) ng. 
b) b. 1397, mp. 1406 | b) Thomas Felter b) ng. 
c) Gilbert Joce c) b. 1404, mp. 1406 
d) William Pays d) ng. 
ng. a) John Sloo a) b. 1366 
b) Nicholas Wareyn b) ng. 
a) s. 1416, mp. 11 a) Robert Dedbroke a) m. 1404, relative 
b) s. 1410 b) John Droys b) m. 1406, 09, 14, mp. 02, 07 
c) John Spyne c)m. 1421, mp. 14, 20 
d) John Playstede d) n.g. 
n.g. a) John Droys a) m. 1406, 09, 14, mp. 02,07 
b) Thomas Halleweye b) s. 1423 
n.g. a) Thomas Erle a) n.g. 
b) William Westerley b) ng. 
n.g. a) Thomas Felter a) ng. 
b) Richard Brokworth b) b. 1392 
c) William Westerley c) ng. 
widow a) William Pays a) ng. 
b) Walter Wyntyr b) n.g. 
widow a) Thomas Gloucestre a) s. 1403 
b) John Pochon b) n.g. 
n.g. a) John Stephenes a) m.1402, mp. 1391, 93 
b) John Sutton b) b. 1409 
n.g. a) John Caunterbury a) cc. 1370 
b) John Thorp b) n.g. 
skinner a) William Pyke a) skinner 
b) Thomas Gode b) n.g. 
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Table 13: Occupation and Office of Orphans’ Fathers, Guardians and Guarantors, 
1333-1493 (contd.) 


cc. = member of common council, b. = bailiff, s = sheriff, m. = mayor, mp. = member of parliament. 
n.g. = not given 


Office & Relationship 
Folio |Date | Father Occupation | Guardian to Orphans 
Tlv 1408 | Richard Panes b. 1401, Robert Dudbroke stepfather 
mp. 1399, 
merchant 
72 1408 | John Canynges m. 1392,98, |Thomas Yonge stepfather 
mp. 83, 
merchant 
7T3V 1408 | Philip Wynter n.g. Richard Blakemore stepfather 
74r 1407 | John Dunster n.g. Isabel Dunster widow 
TAv 1422 | John Frere senior |n.g. a) John Brook a) stepfather 
b) Robert Colvile b) executor 
c) Thomas Colyns c) executor 
751 1422 | John Robyns merchant Hugh Withyford stepfather 
T5V 1423 | John Hertesbury | weaver John Yhevell executor 
76r 1423 | William Hurdeman| n.g. a) Nicholas Devenyssh a) stepfather 
b) Edmund Broun b) executor 
LRB2 | 1425 | John Guy n.g., brewer | Walter Foxcombe stepfather 
LRB1_ | 1434 | John Galyot n.g., merchant Richard Wryght stepfather 
LRB1_ | 1439 | John Norys ng. William Griffeth stepfather 
LRB1 | 1447 | Nicholas Freme m. 144] Nicholas Hille stepfather 
LRBI_ | 1447 | William Bulleber | n.g., merchant Richard Forster junior n.g. 
LRB2_ | 1479 | William Rowley b. 1467,74, | Margaret Rowley grandmother 
junior merchant 
GRB2 | 1480 | William Rowley merchant Joan Rowley widow 
senior 
GRB3 | 1486 | Thomas Cogan s. 1465, Nicholas Brown stepfather 


merchant 
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Office & Occupation 


Guarantors 


Office, Occupation, Relationship 


to Guardian 


m. 1404 


a) Joan? John Droys 


a) m. 1406, 09, 14, mp. 02,07 


b) David Dudbroke b) s. 1416, mp. 11 
m. 1411,20, mp. 1414 | a) John Sutton a) b. 1409 
b) William Pays b) ng. 
n.g. a) Thomas Wodeley a) n.g. 
b) Walter Wynter b) n.g. 
widow a) John Sely a) m. 1410 
b) Richard Hantisford b) b. 1391 
a) n.g., merchant a) John Clyve a) m. 1412, 25, mp. 14, merchant 
b) cc. 1409, mp. 16, b) Thomas Fisshe b) s. 1434, mp. 30, 35, merchant 
merchant 
c) n.g., weaver 
m. 1438, merchant John Langley b. 1418, merchant 
n.g., merchant a) John Snethe a) b. 1425 
b) Robert Mankeswell b) ng. 
a) m. 1436, merchant | a) John Leicestre a) m. 1424,30 
b) b. 1421, merchant | b) Nicholas Excestre b) s. 1410 
c) John Borton c) m. 1423, 29, 48, 50 
d) John Langley d) b. 1418 


n.g., merchant 


a) John Warmystre 


a) n.g., merchant 


b) Robert Mankeswell b) n.g., merchant 
of Wells a) John Sharpe a) m. 1439, merchant, mp. 29, 
b) John Sneth 32,42 


b) b. 1425, merchant 


n.g., merchant 


Richard Forster 


m. 1436, 46, 47, merchant 


m. 1445, merchant John Sherpe m. 1439, mp. 29, 32, 42 
m. 1446,47 Walter Norton n.g. 
widow a) William Wodington a) m. 1480, merchant 
b) John Esterfeld b) m. 1487,94, merchant 
c) William Rowley senior c) uncle, merchant 
widow a) John Esterfield a) m. 1487, 94, executor 


b) Thomas Hexton 
c) John Chestre 


b) b. 1474, merchant 
c) s. 1487, merchant 


m. 1499, merchant 


ng. 


ng. 
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Table 13: Occupation and Office of Orphans’ Fathers, Guardians and Guarantors, 
1333-1493 (contd.) 


cc. = member of common council, b. = bailiff, s = sheriff, m. = mayor, mp. = member of parliament. 


n.g. = not given 


Office & Relationship 
Folio | Date | Father Occupation | Guardian to Orphans 
TIv 1464 | William Myryfeld | mercer a) Nicholas Pyttes a) executor 
b) John Myryfeld b) relative, 
c) Walter Fesse executor 
c) executor 
T8V 1464 | Thomas Asshe b. 1452, a) William Spencer a) executor 
merchant b) John Cogan b) executor 
79V 1464 | Giles Smythe n.g., merchant) a) Joan Smythe a) widow 
b) Henry Vaghan b) stepfather 
8lv 1470 |John Nancothan |b. 1469, a) John Wyne a) ng. 
draper b) William Walshe b) n.g. 
c) Margaret Nancothan c) widow 
82v 1472 | John Bryd n.g. a) Nicholas Pyttis a) ng. 
b) John Arthur b) ng. 
c) William Arthur c) ng. 
83r 1473 | John Clerke b. 1457, John Clerke senior relative 
mercer 
83v 1474 | William Coder m. a) William Hoton a) executor 
1452,57,63, |b) William Wodyngton b) executor 
grandfather 
84v 1474 | William Hynd whittawer, John Swayn executor 
grandfather 
GRB2 | 1476 | Robert Hynde goldsmith John Ravyn stepfather 
99v 1493 | Thomas Baker s. 1489, Maud Baker widow 
grocer 
103v_ | 1493 | Thomas Beell n.g Katharine Beell widow 
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Office & Occupation 


Guarantors 


Office, Occupation, Relationship 
to Guardian 


a) vicar a) Matthew Shywyn a) merchant 
b) of Exon b) Robert David b) merchant 
c) merchant 
a) n.g. a) John Hawkes a) m. 1471 
b) m. 1472 b) John Jay senior b) s. 1472 

c) William Brydd c) m. 1475 
a)widow a) Henry Vaghan a) m. 1483, 93, mp. 87, 97, 
b) m. 1483, 93, mp. b) Walter Lyncolne stepfather 
87,97 c) John Cogan b) n.g., merchant 

c) m. 1472, merchant 

a) draper guardians 
b) clerk 
c) widow 
a) vicar guardians 


b) gentleman of Som 
c) shearman 


n.g. 


a) John Clerke senior 


a) relative 


b) William Clerke b) relative 
a) n.g.,merchant a) John Howneslowe a) b. 1480 
b) m. 1480 b) William Weston b) merchant 

c) William Trussley c) merchant 
whittawer Thomas Flaxall merchant 


goldsmith of London 


John Chestour 


s. 1487, merchant, draper 


widow a) John Walsh a) s. 1487, merchant 
b) Thomas Wodyngton b) notary 
c) Philip Ryngstone c) m. 14981506, merchant 
d) John Vaughan d) m. 1507, 15, merchant 
e) John Stephens e) merchant 

widow a) John Whyte a) pewterer 
b) John Roberts b) merchant 


c) John Morys 


c) gentleman, stepfather 
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Table 14: Occupation and Office of Orphans’ Fathers, Guardians and Guarantors, 
1525-1594, 


cc. = member of common council, b. = bailiff, s = sheriff, m. = mayor, mp. = member of parliament. 
n.g. = not given. 


Office & Relationship 
Folio | Date | Father Occupation | Guardian to Orphans 
103r | 1525 | Richard Knyght capper John Bateman n.g. 
104r | 1545 | Henry Whyte m. 1542, John Whyte relative, 
grocer executor 
104r | 1545 | William Adnett n.g. John Adnett relative, 
executor 
104v | 1545 | Walter Parsons butcher Robert Grene n.g. 
104v | 1545 | Thomas Harte s. 1535, William Jaye stepfather 
merchant 
105r | 1545 | Thomas Yong grocer John Northall stepfather 
105r | 1546 | Robert Pendygrace | barber Thomas Colman stepfather 


105v | 1555 | Robert Estgate innholder John Bartelmew senior stepfather 


106r | 1559 | William Tyndall s. 1547, Robert Tyndall relative, 
mp. 1558, executor 
merchant 
85v 1560 | Richard Wyckam_| tailor John Horte stepfather 
86r 1561 | Ann Bollardyne n.g. Elizabeth Butler widow of 
alias Syll Robert 
86v 1561 | Robert Grigge wiredrawer | Nicholas Blake stepfather 
87r 1561 | Andrew Thorne draper William Byrde stepfather 
107r | 1561 | John Fissher skinner Thomas Page stepfather 
87v 1562 | Robert Willyams |shoemaker | Richard Ryse stepfather 


108r | 1565 | James Dowle grocer William Saxcye stepfather 
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Office, Occupation, Relationship 


Office & Occupation | Guarantors to Guardian 
gentleman a) John Hoper a) vintner 
b) William Eroth b) brewer 
gentleman, ng. n.g. 
cc. 1566, 69 
n.g. ng. n.g. 
butcher a) Walter Grene a) butcher, guardian 
b) John Sessell b) butcher 
merchant, ng. n.g. 
m. 1549 
m. 1553, 65, pewterer |n.g. n.g. 
barber a) William Cowper a) tailor 
b) Henry Leke b) tailor 
innholder a) William Yonge senior a) m.1555 
b) William Pepwall b) m.1557, grocer 
merchant a) Giles White a) s.1554, merchant 
b) Hugh Hamond b) merchant 
c) Philip Saunders c) merchant 
m. 1599, draper a) William Chester a) m.1537,52, mp. 55, whittawer 
b) Richard Younge b) cc. 1569, 75, 78, 80, merchant 
executor of William a) Richard Carie junior a) draper; 
Ballarde, cc. 1553 b) Elizabeth Butler b) executor 
s. 1575, merchant a) William Byrde a) m. 1589, draper 
b) Benedict Hassale b) shearman 
m. 1589, draper a) Edward Porter a) 8.1573, draper 
b) John Biggs b) merchant 
upholsterer a) John Sawnders a) merchant 
b) Edward Stone b) fishmonger 
shoemaker a) Richard Bonde a) tailor 
b) Roger Haynes b) shoemaker 
c) William Browne c) skinner 
gentleman. a) John Lacye a) merchant 
b) Richard Cary junior b) draper 
c) Robert Halton c) merchant, chamberlain 
d) William Birde d) m. 1589, draper 


e) Robert Saxie 


e) m. 1555, gentleman, 
merchant, alderman 
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Table 14: Occupation and Office of Orphans’ Fathers, Guardians and Guarantors, 
1525-1594, 


cc. = member of common council, b. = bailiff, s = sheriff, m. = mayor, mp. = member of parliament. 
n.g. = not given. 


Office & Relationship 
Folio | Date | Father Occupation | Guardian to Orphans 
88r 1566 | Thomas Hill skinner William Prewet stepfather 
88v 1567 | Edmund Rogers innholder a) Eleanor Rogers a) widow 
b) Richard Maye b) stepfather 
117r | 1567 | John Myllarde shearman John Holborowe stepfather 
117v_ |1567 |Thomas Apowen _ | capper John Drewett stepfather 
118r | 1567 | Walter West baker Elizabeth West widow 
119r | 1567 | Richard Alkyn soapmaker | a) Joan Alkyn a) widow 
b) Charles Hopton b) stepfather 
89r 1568 | Michael Colston | draper John Wilcoxe stepfather 
121r | 1568 |Thomas Apprice | tucker Edmund Roberttes stepfather 
alias Evans 
124v | 1571 | Robert Smythe s. 1568, a) Edmund Smythe a) relative 
merchant b) Thomas Chester b) n.g. 
126v | 1574 | William Chester | whittawer a) Robert Prynce a) n.g. 
b) John Horte b) ng. 
c) Dominic Chester c) relative 
d) William Chester junior | d) relative 
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Office, Occupation, Relationship 


Office & Occupation | Guarantors to Guardian 
s. 1578, draper a) John Prewet a) m. 1575, tanner, relative 
b) William Birde b) m. 1589, draper 
c) Edward Porter c) s. 1573, draper 
d) Thomas Pitt d) merchant 
e) Thomas Pitcher e) draper, relative 
a) widow a) Thomas Conningham a) dyer 
b) s. 1592, innholder |b) John Palmer b) baker 
clothier a) Nicholas Blake a) s. 1576, merchant 
b) Richard Swetnam b) merchant 
haberdasher John Warren innholder 
widow a) John Wade a) m. 1576, upholsterer 
b) Thomas Wytherley b) milliner 
a) widow a) Nicholas Blake a) s. 1576, merchant 
b) soapmaker b) Robert Alflatt b) soapmaker 
c) Richard Swetnam c) merchant 
d) John Alkyn d) soapmaker, relative 
e) Nicholas Philpott e) grocer 
f) Thomas Griffith f) draper 
g) Edmund Roberte g) clothier 
h) Thomas Lucas h) dyer 
clothier of Wilts a) Thomas Aldworthe a) m. 1582, 92, mp. 86, 89, 
b) Walter Davys merchant 
b) s. 1583, glover 
clothier a) Thomas Roberttes a) clothier, relative 
b) Thomas Pitt b) draper; 
c) Thomas Lucas c) dyer 
d) John Barnes d) m. 1587, tucker 
e) Ralph Hassald e) s. 1571, clothier 
a) merchant a) Thomas Smythe a) merchant, relative, overseer 
b) m. 1569, mp. 63, b) John Sollers b) merchant 
alderman c) William Salter c) s. 1574, mp. 88, 89, merchant 
d) Thomas Warren d) s. 1571, merchant 
a) merchant a) Edward Chester a) merchant 
b) m. 1599, draper b) Philip Guyn b) shoemaker 


c) s. 1567, merchant 
d) merchant 


c) John Sachfilde 


c) merchant 
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Table 14: Occupation and Office of Orphans’ Fathers, Guardians and Guarantors, 
1525-1594, 


cc. = member of common council, b. = bailiff, s = sheriff, m. = mayor, mp. = member of parliament. 


n.g. = not given. 


Office & Relationship 
Folio | Date | Father Occupation | Guardian to Orphans 
128v |1574 | William Yeman cc. 66, 69, a) William Yeman junior | a) relative, 
70, glover b) Richard Basdale overseer 

c) Joan Yeman b) n.g. 

d) Christopher Flower c) widow 

e) William West d) ng. 

f) John Prewett e) n.g. 

g) Thomas Craddocke f) n.g. 

g) ng. 

130r | 1575 |Thomas Adney cutler a) Robert Ufforde a) n.g. 

b) Thomas Powell b) ng. 
130r | 1575 | George Hunt whittawer Agnes Hunt widow 
130v | 1575 | Richard Mirick tailor a) Anne Mirick a) widow 

b) Robert Merrick b) relative 
131r | 1575 | Simon Harbert brewer Margaret Harbert widow 
131r | 1575 | John Stone ng. a) William Younge a) n.g. 

b) John Draper b) ng. 
131v | 1575 | Ralph Scaltock tanner a) John Prewett a) grandfather 

b) Edward Tyler b) relative 

c) Richard Yorcke c) relative 
132r | 1575 |Richard Baynham | grocer Thomas Adams relative, 

executor 

132r |1575 | William Clemond | innholder John Warren stepfather 
133v | 1575 | John Kittingall mercer a) Edward Benett a) stepfather 

b) William Perfay b) ng. 

c) Christopher Whitson c) ng. 
137r | 1575 | William Hiscocke | n.g. William Hill ng. 
137v | 1575 | Richard Wyckham | n.g. John Horte n.g. 


Appendix 


333 


Office & Occupation 


Guarantors 


Office, Occupation, Relationship 


to Guardian 


a) grocer a) William Yeman junior a) grocer 
b) maltmaker b) Thomas Yownge b) m. 1579, grocer 
c) widow c) Henry Beale c) tucker 
d) merchant d) Ludovic Tomlyn d) weaver 
e) scrivener e) David Harrys e) m. 1550, tanner 
f) m. 1575, tanner f) John Druett f) haberdasher 
g) ng. g) William Calverley g) ng. 
h) John Brown h) m. 1572, hooper 
i) Ralph Pole i) soapmaker 
j) William Prewett j) s. 1578, woollen draper 
k) Thomas Gwynne k) whittawer 
1) William Thomas 1) whittawer 
a) cutler a) John Haywardyn a) innholder 
b) shoemaker b) John Wallys b) weaver 
widow a) Richard Clark a) whittawer 
b) John Clark b) whittawer 
a) widow a) John Mirick a) skinner, relative 
b) MA Oxford b) Philip Browne b) tailor 
c) George Harris c) baker 
widow a) John Yarath a) hooper 
b) Edward Wilson b) fletcher 
a)s.1565,merchant /n.g. n.g. 
b) merchant 
a) m. 1575, tanner a) John Clark a) pointmaker 
b) tanner b) Walter Davis b) s. 1583, glover 
c) tanner c) Thomas Pole c) tanner 
tanner Richard Ashurst s. 1576, salter 
innholder a) Robert Ellys a) tanner 
b) Thomas Willyams b) soapmaker 
a) mercer a) John Cother a) grocer 
b) m. 1595, vintner b) John Buckford b) merchant 
c) mercer c) William Hopkins c)s. 1577 
d) Ralph Wilbram d) merchant 
e) Anthony Pill e) grocer 
f) Peter Mathew f) draper 
grocer n.g. n.g. 
m. 1599, draper a) Richard Young a) cc. 1569, 75, 78, 80, merchant 


b) William Chester 


b) whittawer 
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Table 14: Occupation and Office of Orphans’ Fathers, Guardians and Guarantors, 
1525-1594, 


cc. = member of common council, b. = bailiff, s = sheriff, m. = mayor, mp. = member of parliament. 


n.g. = not given. 


Office & Relationship 

Folio | Date | Father Occupation | Guardian to Orphans 
138r | 1575 | Llewelyn Mathewis| n.g. Griffith Jonis stepfather 
138r {1575 | Edmund Wood merchant a) Helen Wood a) widow 

b) John Prewett b) stepfather 
139r | 1575 | John Pettry n.g. a) William Perfey a) n.g. 

b) Thomas Fourde b) n.g. 
139v | 1575 | George Graie innholder Felix Lewes stepfather 
141v {1575 | John Clasbock shearman a) Jenkin Aphowell a) relative 

b) John Barow b) n.g. 
142r |1576 | Priest ng. John Chaundler master of 

servants 

142v |1576 |Hugh Mathews pewterer Richard Courte n.g. 
143r |1576 |Bettes yeoman a) Welthian Bettes a) grandmother 

b) William Jones b) ng. 
143r /1576 | John White shoemaker a) Joan White a) widow 

b) John Woodwarde b) relative 
143v |1576 | John Cottrell merchant a) John Ashe a) n.g. 

b) John Keir b) ng. 
144r | 1576 | John White merchant a) Thomas Rowland a) master? 

b) John Welshe b) ng. 
145v | 1576 | Williams ng. William Loyd n.g. 
146r |1576 | John Stone m. 1562, 68, | Joan Stone widow 

71, alderman 

146r | 1576 | Thomas Pitte tucker Thomas Higgyns ng. 
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Office & Occupation 


Guarantors 


Office, Occupation, Relationship 
to Guardian 


upholsterer a) William Donne a) haberdasher 
b) Thomas Pytt junior b) shearman 
a) widow a) William Prewett a) s. 1578, draper 
b) m. 1575, tanner b) Richard Clarke b) pointmaker 
c) John Jacob c) pointmaker 
a) m. 1595, vintner a) Richard Wibram a) merchant 
b) surgeon b) Philip Kidwellyter b) brewer 
c) William Jones c) chandler 
Dr of law a) William Gibbes a) ng. 
b) Henry Walker b) cordwainer 
a) tailor a) John Harnoe a) n.g. 
b) shearman b) John Hare b) n.g. 
c) John Barow c) shearman 
d) John Mervin d) clothier 
e) Humfrey Gwillm e) weaver 
husband of a) John Tawney a) ng. 
benefactor’s widow b) Walter Baynam b) ng. 
shoemaker a) John Addies a) pewterer, relative, overseer 
b) Laurence Walley b) skinner 


a) grandmother 


a) Thomas Yngman 


a) shearman 


b) soapmaker b) Thomas Dixon b) gunner 
c) John Hopkins c) stationer 
a) widow a) Thomas Fawkett a) glover 
b) fletcher b) John Rothell b) brewer 
a) s.1576,merchant | a) Richard Cole a) s. 1569, mercer 
b) gentleman b) William Prewett b) s. 1578, wool draper 
c) William Younge c) s. 1565, merchant 
d) John Roberts d) m. 1578, draper 
e) Thomas Aldworth e) m. 1582, 92, mp. 86, 89, 
merchant 
a) silkman of London | a) Richard Kytchyn a) clothier 
b) shipwright b) John Clarke b) vintner 
c) Nicholas Blake c) s. 1575, soapmaker 
d) John Caro d) vintner 
cardmaker a) William Gybbe a) shoemaker 
b) John Nightingal senior b) wiredrawer 
widow a) Anthony Standbanck a) m. 1564 
b) Edmund Roberts b) clothier 
shearman a) John Fac a) pointmaker 


b) William Higgens 


b) baker 
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Table 14: Occupation and Office of Orphans’ Fathers, Guardians and Guarantors, 
1525-1594 (contd.) 


cc. = member of common council, b. = bailiff, s = sheriff, m. = mayor, mp. = member of parliament. 


n.g. = not given. 


Office & Relationship 
Folio | Date | Father Occupation | Guardian to Orphans 
146v | 1576 | John Boydell vintner Elizabeth Boydell widow 
147r | 1576 | John Paine alias draper Henry Nailor stepfather 
Fletcher 

148r | 1576 | John Curteis cook Elizabeth Curties widow 
149v |1576 | William Badman | shipwright | a) David Walter a) n.g. 

b) John White b) ng. 

c) William Seyman c) ng. 

d) John Welshe d) n.g. 

e) Joan White e) n.g. 
150r | 1577 | Thomas Harries n.g. Thomas Fawkett servant master 
150v | 1577 | William Ridges tailor John Cromewell ng. 
150v_ |1577 | Francis Coston merchant a) Hugh Williams a) master 

b) William Jones b) master 

c) Alice Williams c) master’s 

d) John Barnard widow 

d) master 

Slr | 1577 | John Porter shoemaker | a) Robert & Elizabeth a) n.g. 

Garrett b) ng. 

b) James Newton c) n.g. 

c) George Baldwyn 
151v_ | 1577 | John Holland glover a) Thomas Merrick a) n.g. 

b) Alice Merrick b) ng. 
152r | 1577 |Roger Addams soapmaker Stephen Thruston n.g. 


Appendix 


337 


Office & Occupation 


Guarantors 


Office, Occupation, Relationship 


to Guardian 


widow a) Christopher Woodward a) merchant 
b) Thomas Callohyll b) apothecary 
c) William Yeman younger c) grocer 
ng. a) John Barnce (Barnes) a) m. 1587 
b) Michael Winslow n.g. 
widow a) Walter David a) s. 1583, glover 
b) David Jones b) innholder 


a) husbandman of 


a) Richard Swettman 


a) merchant 


Somerset b) Miles Deconson b) merchant 
b) sailor c) Nicholas Cutt c) merchant 
c) gentleman of d) Henry Griffeth d) tailor 
Somerset e) Giles Bitfield e) merchant 
d) merchant f) Thomas Ryder f) skinner 
e) widow of guardian | g) John Caroe g) vintner 
h) John Palmer h) baker 
whittawer William Yeman junior grocer 
hooper a) John Wylkes a) baker 
b) Simon Despeser b) hooper 
a) of Brecknock a) William Parfey a) m. 1595, vintner 
b) chandler b) Richard Johnson b) tailor 
c) widow c) Robert Sandford c) cc. 1584, 85, merchant 
d) clothier of Somerset | d) David Oldfild d) shearman 


a)gentleman of Oxford 


a) Peter Mathew 


a) draper 


b) tailor b) John Alkine b) soapmaker 
c) gentleman c) John Gitto c) merchant 
d) Thomas Mitis d) dyer 
e) Griffin Jones e) upholsterer 
f) James Newton f) n.g. 
g) Christopher Kedgui g) m. 1604, grocer 
h) John Slye h) s. 1595, soapmaker 
i) Thomas Taylor i) glover 
j) Robert Taylor j) upholsterer 
a) merchant a) John Merrick a) skinner 
b) guardian’s widow ___| b) Thomas Ryder b) skinner 
c) John Caroe c) vintner 


soapmaker 


a) John Wade senior 
b) Clement Barnes 
c) Walter Baker 

d) John Batten 


a) m. 1576, upholsterer 
b) soapmaker 

c) brewer 

d) carpenter; 
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Table 14: Occupation and Office of Orphans’ Fathers, Guardians and Guarantors, 
1525-1594 (contd.) 


cc. = member of common council, b. = bailiff, s = sheriff, m. = mayor, mp. = member of parliament. 
n.g. = not given. 


Office & Relationship 
Folio | Date | Father Occupation | Guardian to Orphans 
152v |1577 | John Hollaster merchant Giles Byttfield stepfather 
153r_ |1578 | Edward Frenche grocer a) Anne Frenche a) widow 
b) William Ricart b) ng. 
153v | 1578 | William Evered ng. John Parker ng. 
153v |1579 | John Northall m. 1553, 65, | William Gibbs n.g. 
pewterer, 
grandfather 
154r | 1579 | John Rowland merchant John Oliver n.g. 
155v_ |1580 |Thomas Warden merchant a) Thomas Aldworth a) executor 
b) Erasmus Wright b) relative, 
executor 
156r | 1580 | James White n.g. William White relative 
157v |1581 |Thomas Coxe merchant, Thomas Callowhill father 
uncle 
158r | 1581 |Richard Langford | merchant a) Thomas Rowland a) stepfather 
b) Thomas Slocombe b) ng. 
160r |1581 | William Yeman cc. 1566, 69, | William Yeman junior relative 
70, grocer 
162v | 1582 | Edward Tyler tanner Richard Yorcke relative 
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Office, Occupation, Relationship 


Office & Occupation | Guarantors to Guardian 
soapmaker a) William Byttfield a) soapmaker, relative 
b) William Yate b) m. 1596, soapmaker 
c) William Jones c) soapmaker 
d) Nicholas Wynall d) mercer 
a) widow a) Thomas Aldworth a) m. 1582, 92, mp. 86, 89, 
b) grocer; b) John Slye merchant 
c) Thomas Fawkett b) s. 1595, soapmaker 
d) William Yeman junior c) glover 
d) grocer 
weaver a) Richard Maye a) s. 1592, gentleman 
b) William Stibbes b) yeoman 
c) Nicholas Woulfe c) ng. 
d) Thomas Goodman d) joiner 
shoemaker a) Giles Davis a) n.g. 
b) John Lewes b) brewer 
merchant a) Robert Sanford a) cc. 1584, 85, merchant 
b) John Langley b) fishmonger 
a) merchant, m. 1582, | Robert Pressey merchant 
92, mp. 86, 89 
b) mercer 
yeoman of Poulton, a) Thomas White a) merchant, relative 
Glos. b) Thomas Tilor b) hooper 
apothecary a) Erasmus Wright a) mercer 
b) Christopher Kedgwyn b) m. 1604, grocer 
a) merchant, m.1584 | a) Richard Cole a) m. 1585, mp. 84, 93, merchant 
b) alderman, m. 1580 | b) Edward Longe b) draper, s. 1586 
c) John Webbe c) draper, m. 1597 


d) Christopher Kedgwynne 
e) Erasmus Wrighte 

f) Thomas Aldworthe 

g) William Hopkins 

h) William Perphey 

i) Edward Morrys 

j) John Barker 

k) William Byrde 


d) grocer, m. 1604 

e) mercer, s. 1577 

f) m. 1582, 92, mp. 86, 89, 
merchant 

g) s. 1577, fishmonger 

h) m. 1595, vintner 

i) merchant 

j) m. 1606, merchant 

k) m. 1589, gentleman 


grocer a) Thomas Younge a) m. 1580, merchant 
b) Thomas Younge junior b) ng. 

tanner a) Walter Davys a) s. 1583, glover 
b) Thomas Poole b) tanner 


340 = Orphans, Widows and Guardians in Medieval and Early Modern Bristol 


Table 14: Occupation and Office of Orphans’ Fathers, Guardians and Guarantors, 
1525-1594 (contd.) 


cc. = member of common council, b. = bailiff, s = sheriff, m. = mayor, mp. = member of parliament. 
n.g. = not given. 


Office & Relationship 
Folio | Date | Father Occupation | Guardian to Orphans 
162v | 1582 | Roger Deare n.g. John Williams n.g. 
163r | 1582 | John White shoemaker | Joan White widow 
163r | 1591 | William Sternolde | cooper a) Abraham Willett a) n.g. 
b) William Griffith b) ng. 
254v {1591 | Thomas Pollington | s. 1582, a) Susan Pollington a) widow 
merchant b) Edward Bosden b) stepfather 
258v | 1583 |Thomas Lawrence | tailor Philip Gwynne ng. 
26lv | 1584 | William Currey n.g. a) John Wallys a) n.g. 
b) William Higgens b) ng. 
c) John Jones c) n.g. 
d) Richard Brookinge d) n.g. 
e) Michaael Vynson e) n.g. 
262r |1584 |Thomas Kelke m. 1573, Richard Kelke father 
merchant, 
grandfather 
263r | 1584 | John Crompe hooper Thomas Aldworth apprentice 
master 
264r | 1585 | Richard Hamon blacksmith | Richard Wall ng. 
264v | 1584 | John Palmer baker Elizabeth Palmer widow 
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Office, Occupation, Relationship 


Office & Occupation | Guarantors to Guardian 
weaver a) WilliamNicholls a) clothier 
b) David Oldfield b) clothier 
widow a) Henry Griffithe a) tailor 
b) Henry Painter b) baker 
a) skinner a) Edward Goare a) shoemaker 
b) draper b) Roger Longe b) draper 
c) William Wayneright c) hosier 
a) widow a) Edward Longe a) s. 1586, draper 
b) gentleman b) John Hopkins b) m. 1590, 1600, merchant 
c) Toby Langley c) merchant 
d) William Slade d) mercer 
e) William Prewett e) s. 1578, draper 
f) Thomas Pytcher f) s. 1594, draper 
g) Erasmus Wright g) merchant 
h) John Higgens h) merchant 
i) Ralph Hurte i) s. 1587, grocer 


j) Thomas Farmer 


j) m. 1616, vintner 


shoemaker 


a) Thomas Gwyne 


a) shoemaker, relative 


b) Richard Counte b) shoemaker 
a) labourer a) William Beeny a) carpenter 
b) baker b) Robert Beeny b) glazier 
c) smith c) Thomas Cyrell c) wiredrawer 
d) merchant d) William Hunte d) hatmaker 
e) weaver 
merchant, s. 1584 a) William Gittens a) cc. 1570s, 80s, merchant 
b) Nicholas Hickes b) merchant 
c) Thomas Mellyn c) merchant 
d) John Henrye d) gentleman 
e) Richard Aysheford e) salter 
f) Richard Hurte f) n.g. 
g) Edmund Langforde g) draper 
h) Richard Pettingale h) innholder 
m. 1582,92,mp.86, | Erasmus Wright mercer 
89, hooper 
farrier a) Thomas Wall a) yeoman, relative 
b) William Butler b) yeoman 
c) Edmund Newman c) hallier 
d) Thomas Greene d) miller 
widow a) Richard Horner a) dyer 
b) John Jones b) smith 
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Table 14: Occupation and Office of Orphans’ Fathers, Guardians and Guarantors, 
1525-1594 (contd.) 


cc. = member of common council, b. = bailiff, s = sheriff, m. = mayor, mp. = member of parliament. 


n.g. = not given. 


Office & Relationship 
Folio | Date | Father Occupation | Guardian to Orphans 
265r | 1584 | Richard Wayneman| n.g. Julian Warren mother 
265v | 1585 | Richard Saltern merchant a) Joan Saltern a) widow 
b) Edmund Wirall b) stepfather 
267r | 1586 | Philip Kyte cordwainer | Katharine Kyte widow 
267v | 1586 |a) William Pittes | a) clothier, Joan Pitte grandmother 
b) Richard Kytchin | son 
c) Richard Pittes | b) son-in-law 
c) clothier, 
son 
267v | 1586 | William Pittes clothier a) Agnes Pitt a) widow 
b) William Wallys b) ng. 
c) John Eglesfeild c) ng. 
d) Francis Bayley d) ng. 
268r | 1585 | Robert Preston tailor Richard Taylor ng. 
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Office & Occupation 


Guarantors 


Office, Occupation, Relationship 
to Guardian 


wife of John Horte, m. | a) John Caroe a) vintner 
1599 b) Ralph Hassolde b) s. 1572, clothier 
c) Philip Gwynne c) shoemaker 
d) John Andrews d) gentleman 
e) Thomas Grubbe e) yeoman of Devises 
a) widow a) William Saltern a) s. 1574, mp. 88, merchant, 


b) merchant 


b) Thomas Saltern 
c) William Ellys 
d) John Woodde 
e) John Clarcke 

f) John Henry 

g) Thomas Mellyn 
h) John Sandford 
i) John Olyver 


relative 

b) grocer, relative 

c) m. 1598, mp. 97, merchant 
d) merchant of Bruton 

e) vintner 

f) gentleman 

g) merchant 

h) merchant 

i) s. 1588, merchant 


widow a) Andrew Cottrell a) merchant 
b) John Caro b) vintner 

widow of Thomas a) William Nicholls a) clothier, overseer 
b) William Pittes b) clothier, father 


a) widow 

b) merchant 

c) m. 1610, mercer 
d) clothworker 


a) Laurence Reade 
b) Christopher Pitt 
c) John Betterton 

d) William Croocke 
e) Laurence Wilson 
f) John Merrick 

g) John Sandford 

h) Richard Woodson 
i) David Cessill 

j) John Gray 

k) Richard Bosswell 
1) Thomas Appowell 
m) James Blunte 

n) Thomas Hayward 
0) William Dyer 


a) dyer 

b) merchant 
c) clothier 

d) butcher 

e) draper 

f) draper 

g) merchant 
h) surgeon 

i) shearman 

j) clothworker 
k) apothecary 
1) clothworker 
m) baker 

n) shearman 
o) clothworker 


shipwright 


a) Richard Goughe 
b) Thomas Goodman 


a) shipwright 
b) joiner 
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Table 14: Occupation and Office of Orphans’ Fathers, Guardians and Guarantors, 
1525-1594 (contd.) 


cc. = member of common council, b. = bailiff, s = sheriff, m. = mayor, mp. = member of parliament. 


n.g. = not given. 


Office & Relationship 
Folio | Date | Father Occupation | Guardian to Orphans 
268v |1585 | Richard Swetnam | merchant a) Thomas Barker a) n.g. 

b) Laurence Swetnam b) relative 
268v |1585_ | John Chambers tailor William Chambers relative 
269v {1585 | John Aust baker Mary Aust 

Ralph Thomas 
270r =|1585  |a) John a) plumber, | a) Elizabeth Shuttleworthe | a) grandmother 

Shuttleworthe father b) John Shuttleworthe b) father 
b) Griffin Perkyns |b) shearman, 
father 
270v | 1585 | Thomas Axeson n.g. Henry Paynter n.g. 
271r | 1587 | Henry Elliott draper a) Robert Williams a) n.g. 

b) William Busher b) ng. 

c) Thomas White c) ng. 
273r | 1587 | Richard Younge merchant, cc. | John Andrewes n.g. 

69, 75,78, 80 
273v_ |1587 | Thomas Griffythe | merchant a) John Egglesfeild a) n.g. 

b) William Draper b) ng. 

c) William Griffith c) n.g. 

d) Thomas Callowehill d) n.g. 
275r | 1589 | Richard Gower shoemaker Margaret Gower widow 
275v | 1586 | Richard Knight sailor Henry Gryffythe ng. 
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Office & Occupation 


Guarantors 


Office, Occupation, Relationship 
to Guardian 


n.g. a) Thomas Pollington a) s. 1582, merchant 
n.g. b) William Dawer b) ng. 
tailor a) Richard Browne a) tailor 
b) David Jones b) miller 
c) John Cole c) tailor 
d) Cornelius Anderson d) n.g. 
widow a) William Benbowe a) baker 
baker b) William Busshope b) capper 
a) widow of William, | a) Thomas Thomlinson a) clothier 
brewer b) John Younge b) s. 1592, shearman 
b) plumber c) William Hunte c) hatmaker 
d) Thomas Owen d) tailor 
baker a) John Lea a) n.g. 
b) Edmund Coxe b) merchant 
a) clothworker a) Griffith Pirkins a) shearman 
b) tailor b) John Batten b) carpenter 
c) draper c) Robert Busher c) tailor 
d) Robert Mathewes d) clothier 
e) George Hamond e) hooper 
gentleman Robert Pirrey gentleman 


a) m. 1610, mercer 


a) Bartholomew Coke 


a) s. 1581, goldsmith 


b) merchant b) Edward Long b) s. 1586, draper 
c) draper, relative c) William Hopkins c) s. 1577, fishmonger 
d) apothecary d) Anthony Pill d) glover 
e) Thomas Pitcher e) s. 1594, draper 
f) Hugh Griffith f) s. 1590, merchant 
g) Thomas Mellen g) merchant 
h) Christopher Pitt h) merchant 
widow a) Nicholas Blake a) s. 1575, merchant 
b) Thomas Callowhill b) apothecary 
c) Laurence Reade c) dyer 
d) James Blunte d) baker 
tailor a) Richard Addams a) ropemaker 
b) Richard Tykerton b) clothier 
c) William Harrison c) tailor 
d) Richard Eyverton d) stapler 
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Table 14: Occupation and Office of Orphans’ Fathers, Guardians and Guarantors, 
1525-1594 (contd.) 


cc. = member of common council, b. = bailiff, s = sheriff, m. = mayor, mp. = member of parliament. 


n.g. = not given. 


Office & Relationship 
Folio | Date | Father Occupation | Guardian to Orphans 
276r | 1589 | Roger Shipman mercer Bridget Jones widow of 
Roger and of 
John Jones 
277v_ | 1589 | Simon Linche shipwright — | a) Richard Rice a) n.g. 
b) Thomas Jones b) ng 
c) John Dunne c) n.g. 
d) Thomas Whitterne d) n.g. 
278r |1588 | Edward Lane ng. a) Peter Lane a) relative 
b) Hugh Chicke b) ng. 
279v | 1587 |Thomas Addams _ | tanner Richard Smythe overseer 
280r | 1590 | Richard Rogers soapmaker _| Richard Rogers junior father 
senior 
280r | 1590 | Edward Chester merchant Thomas Holcombe stepfather 
281r | 1590 | Walter Davys glover a) Edith Davys a) widow 
b) Robert Chaundler b) n.g. 
c) Thomas Greves c) n.g. 
d) Thomas Wenman d) future 
e) Edward Colthurst husband 
e) stepfather 
281v | 1590 | William Gyttons | merchant, cc. | Mary Gyttons widow 


1575-85 
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Office, Occupation, Relationship 


Office & Occupation | Guarantors to Guardian 
widow a) William Dyes a) grocer 
b) Walter Williams b) s. 1591, wool draper 
c) John Buckforde c) merchant 
d) Erasmus Wright d) mercer 
e) John Young e) s. 1592, merchant 
f) Robert Aldworth f) s. 1596, merchant 
g) Richard Tovye g) merchant 
h) Ralph Wryte h) mercer 
i) William Cary i) m. 1611, draper 
j) Thomas Pitcher j) s. 1594, draper 
a) tailor a) William Carye a) m. 1611, wool draper 
b) hosier b) RichardSmythe b) s. 1593, tanner 
c) dyer / yeoman c) Thomas Pytcher c) s. 1594, draper 
d) saddler d) Roger Bowman d) merchant 
e) Walter Shepard e) butcher 
f) James Blunte f) baker 
g) Thomas Fouckes g) baker 
h) William Webbe h) steward? 
i) John Dowtye i) m. 1620, merchant 
j) Matthew Cable j) yeoman 
a) yeoman of Wells a) Thomas Maycoke a) MA 
b) yeoman of Dorset | b) William Wraylande b) yeoman of Dorset 


s. 1593, tanner 


a) Roger Bowman 


a) merchant 


b) John Collens b) wool draper 
s. 1595, soapmaker a) William Yate a) m. 1596, soapmaker 
b) Peter Bysse b) gentleman 
c) Robert Rogers c) s. 1607, soapmaker, relative 
merchant a) Walter Dennynge a) merchant 
b) Richard Powell b) merchant 
c) John Hoskins c) merchant 
d) William Wickham d) merchant 
a) widow a) Robert Chaundler a) goldsmith 
b) goldsmith b) William Slade b) mercer 
c) soapmaker c) Erasmus Wright c) mercer 
d) gentleman of Univ. | d) Thomas Callowhill d) apothecary 
of Oxford e) William Greves e) merchant 
e) gentleman f) William Short f) tailor 
widow a) George Snigge a) m. 1574, mp. 1597, 1601, 
b) Hugh Griffythe esquire 


b) s. 1590, merchant 
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Table 14: Occupation and Office of Orphans’ Fathers, Guardians and Guarantors, 
1525-1594 (contd.) 


cc. = member of common council, b. = bailiff, s = sheriff, m. = mayor, mp. = member of parliament. 


n.g. = not given. 


Office & Relationship 
Folio | Date | Father Occupation | Guardian to Orphans 
282v | 1590 | John Boswell grocer John Cullimer n.g. 
283v | 1590 | David Oldfeilde clothier Thomas Tydder n.g. 
284v | 1590 | William Colston | merchant Mary Gyttens grandmother 
285v | 1590 | John Brinston merchant Abel Kytchen stepfather 
288r | 1590 | Thomas Saull draper Edward Longe executor of 
Julian Roberts, 
godmother 
289v | 1590 | Sampson Edwardes| baker Thomas Brooke executor of 
Joan Stone 
290r | 1590 | George Martin chandler Laurence Reade ng. 
290r | 1594 | Henry Gough s. 1585, a) John Slye a) n.g. 
merchant b) William Cole b) ng. 
c) Edmund Stradling c) ng. 
d) Peter Millarde d) n.g. 
e) Thomas White e) n.g. 
291v | 1592 | William Cooke navigator a) Richard Barker a) n.g. 
b) Peter Gough b) ng. 
c) Humfrey Bryan c) ng. 
d) Arthur Payton d) n.g. 
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Office, Occupation, Relationship 
Office & Occupation | Guarantors to Guardian 
draper a) George Lane a) merchant 
b) John Egglesfeilde b) m. 1610, mercer 
c) John Younge c) s. 1592, merchant 
d) William Wallis d) merchant 
apothecary a) Thomas Callowhill a) apothecary 
b) William Wallis b) merchant 
widow of William, a) William Ellis a) m. 1598, mp. 97, merchant 
merchant b) William Sprint b) merchant 
m. 1612, merchant a) Robert Kytchen a) m. 1588, merchant, relative 
b) John Barker b) m. 1606, merchant 
c) Roger Bowman c) merchant 
d) John Eddye d) hooper 
e) Nicholas Webbe e) glover, gentleman 
f) Ryce Jones f) s. 1584, merchant 
g) Edward Lytlehals g) salter 
h) Thomas Clemente h) soapmaker 
s. 1586, draper a) Arthur Tempeste a) grocer 
b) Samuel Willet b) tailor 
haberdasher a) Nicholas Blake a) s. 1575, merchant 
b) John Harison b) mercer 
dyer a) Edmund Langford a) draper 
b) Thomas Aytcharde b) draper 
a) s. 1595, soapmaker | a) Edward Nicholls a) grocer 
b) merchant b) William Puddye b) grocer 
c) n.g. c) Thomas Davys c) grocer 
d) linen draper d) John Boulton d) merchant 
e) merchant e) Richard Boswell e) apothecary 
f) John Guye f) m. 1618, merchant 
g) Richard Grie g) mercer 
h) William Cole h) s. 1604, merchant 
i) Edward Larkyn i) merchant 
a) merchant a) John Burde a) lighterman 
b) merchant b) John Tippett b) lighterman 
c) pinner c) John Stibbins c) soapmaker 
d) yeoman of d) John Collins d) draper 


Westbury-on-Trym 
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Table 14: Occupation and Office of Orphans’ Fathers, Guardians and Guarantors, 
1525-1594 (contd.) 


cc. = member of common council, b. = bailiff, s = sheriff, m. = mayor, mp. = member of parliament. 
n.g. = not given. 


Office & Relationship 
Folio | Date | Father Occupation | Guardian to Orphans 
296r {1591 | Anthony Pill grocer a) Eleanor Pill a) widow 
b) Hugh Perde b) executor of 
c) George Perde widow 
c) n.g. 
296v | 1582 | Thomas Powell merchant Thomas Taylor n.g. 
297r | 1584 | Robert Halton ? Thomas Philippe stepfather 
chamberlain, 
s. 1574 
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Office & Occupation 


Guarantors 


Office, Occupation, Relationship 
to Guardian 


a) widow 

b) grocer 

c) gentleman of 
Barnstaple 


a) John Cumber 

b) Richard Gosnall 
c) George Snowe 
d) Thomas Salterne 


a) haberdasher 

b) soapmaker 

c) s. 1590, draper 
d) grocer 


e) Hugh Griffith e) s. 1590, merchant 
f) Patrick White f) gentleman 

yeoman of Yatton a) John Bisse a) gentleman of Somerset 
b) Thomas Rowsell b) gentleman of Somerset 
c) Richard Bisse c) merchant 


mercer of London 


Walter Davys 


s. 1583, glover 


352. = Orphans, Widows and Guardians in Medieval and Early Modern Bristol 
Table15: List of Orphans in ROR, 1333-1594. 


Will no. abbreviations: WW=Wadley, Wills; TNA = The National Archives Probate no.; ASR = Burgess, 
All Saints Records, Part 3; TW = Tudor Wills. * = Recognizances taken from sources other than 


ROR. ? and n.g. = not given. 
Names of Orphans 
(d. = daughter, gd = granddaughter, s. = son, Sex (B,G) and No. of 
gs. = grandson, ch. = children, gch. = grandchildren) Age of Orphans Ch. 
Walter, Isabel, ch. of John de Aschton BG ?? 2 
Richard, James, John, ch. of William le Ropere BBB ??? 3 
Walter, s. of Walter Sanekyn senior B2 1 
Margaret, Christina, ch. of William and Agnes Curteys GG 7,13 2 
Simon, Alice, Matilda, William, ch. of Simon Forstal senior | BGGB 4 
4,7,10,3 
Joan, d. of John Fairmay G1% 1 
John, Nicholas, Matell, ch. of John le Draper senior BBG 7,5,8. 3 
Margaret, d. of John Bernard G2 1 
Simon, s. of Robert Tumbrel B18 1 
Joan, d. of Vincent Fraunceys G5 1 
Thomas, John, Robert, Julia, Isabel ch. of Robert Haleweye | BBBGG ????? 5 
Margaret, d. of William Derby G7 1 
John, s. of John le Clerk of the market B15 1 
Petronilla, d. of Richard Wodhull G? 1 
John, s. of Richard de Cnoll B7 1 
John, Richard, Robert, Matilda, Isabel, Cecilia, Margaret, | BBBGGG 7 
ch. of John atte Walle senior 19,13,11,17,15,10,10 
Joan, d. of William Hay] G14 1 
Isabel, Agnes, Richard, ch. of John Wisman GGB 16,10,13 3 
Henry, John, ch. of William le Haukare BB 204, 1 2 
Roger, Margaret, Christina, Joan, ch. of Walter le White BGGG 18,15,14,11 4 
Robert, William ch. of John de Axebrugge BB18,16 2 
Isabel, d. of John le Leche G? 1 
Amicia, Agnes, ch. of William Bulge GG 2,1 2 
Robert, Richard, Joan, Eleanor, ch. of Richard de Panes BBGG ???? 4 
Roger, s. of Roger Dapplegh B? 1 
Robert, s. of John Dunnyng B19 1 
Robgia, Benedicta, ch. of John le Yonge GG 3,4 2 
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Date of First | Folio No. of Father's Total Value of 

Entry in ROR | First Entry Will No. Occupatn Legacy to Orphans 

2/1333 4r n.g. weaver £6 

2/1333 4v n.g. n.g. £30 +rent 

7/1333 Sr n.g. n.g. £40 

7/1333 Sr n.g. n.g. £8 4d. + rent 

9/1333 Sv n.g. n.g. £20 + rent 

12/1336 6v n.g. n.g. £8 3s. 

2/1337 6v n.g. ng £30 + rent 

2/1337 Tt n.g. n.g. rent of £1 6s. 8d. 
p.a. 

2/1337 Tv n.g. n.g. £5 + goods 

9/1337 Tv n.g. ng £19.16s. 8d.+ rent 

11/1339 Tv n.g. n.g. £10 + goods 

5/1338 8r n.g. n.g. £35 2d. 

6/1338 8r n.g. n.g. 6s. 6d. + rent 

1/1339 8r n.g. ng £25 4d. 

2/1339 8v n.g. n.g. 4s. 11d. + rent 

6/1339 8v n.g. n.g. £85 15s. +rent 
+armour 

11/1339 10r n.g. ng rent of 10s. p.a. 

9/1340 10r n.g. n.g. £88 65. 2d. + rent 

2/1341 llr n.g. n.g. £80+ goods 

8/1344 13r n.g. n.g. £80 + rent 

7/1345 14r n.g. n.g. £30 + rent 

3/1345 14v n.g. n.g. goods 

3/1346 15r n.g. n.g. £30 

1/1346 15v n.g. merchant £17 19s. 1d. + 
rents of £10 6s. 
8d. p.a. 

8/1347 16r n.g. merchant £20 

1/1348 l6v n.g. n.g. £5 

2/1348 l6v n.g. n.g. rent 
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Table15: List of Orphans in ROR, 1333-1594. 


Will no. abbreviations: WW=Wadley, Wills; TNA = The National Archives Probate no.; ASR = Burgess, 
All Saints Records, Part 3; TW = Tudor Wills. * = Recognizances taken from sources other than 


ROR. ? and n.g. = not given. 


Names of Orphans 

(d. = daughter, gd = granddaughter, s. = son, Sex (B,G) and No. of 
gs. = grandson, ch. = children, gch. = grandchildren) Age of Orphans Ch. 
John, s. of William le Feltere B20 1 
Isabel, d. of Henry Westram/Westin Gl 1 
William, Joan, ch. of Adam Tornok/Turnoke BG ?? 2 
Roger, s. of Nicholas le Fuster B12 1 
Edith, Agnes Hildeslegh, ch. of Agnes White GG 12,10 2 
John, Joan, ch. of William Seward BG 3,5 2 
John, Agnes, ch. of John Banewell senior BG ?? 2 
Edith, d. of William le Spicer G? 1 
Ch. of Henry Sporiare and John Mildecorn n.g. >2 
Margaret, d. of John Morys/Moris G6 1 
Thomas, s. of Robert Thorleton B% 1 
Eleanor, d. of William de Wyght G14 1 
John, s. of William Chekkelegh B2 1 
John, William, Nicholas, Edmund, Margaret, Thomasina, BBBBGG ?????? 6 
ch. of William de Warewyk 

John, s. of John Wedmore Bl 1 
Robert, Margaret, ch. of ? Badecok BG ?? 2 
Joan, Agnes, Eleanor, ch. of Jordan de Compton GGG 6,8,5 3 
Henry, Agnes, ch. of John Parys BG 12,7 2 
Alice, John, Margaret, ch. of Robert de Bathe GBG 10,14,5 3 
William, s. of Henry de Frompton B5 1 
Richard, Margaret, ch. of Nicholas le Haukere/Haukare BG 6, Imonth 2 
Edward, John, ch. of John le Eyr BB 7,6 2 
Henry, s. of Stephen le Spicer B2 1 
Joan, Margaret, ch. of Thomas Albon GG 45 2 
Robert, s. of James Tilly B4 1 
Agnes, d. of John Horncastell G 8/9 1 
Agnes, d. of Miles Dosy G2 1 
George, s. of Thomas le Longe/Lange B12 1 
Julian, d. of William Peres/Pieres G4 1 
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Date of First | Folio No. of Father's Total Value of 

Entry in ROR | First Entry Will No. Occupatn Legacy to Orphans 

10/1348 17r n.g. n.g. ng. 

12/1348 17r n.g. ng. £8 

12/1348 17r n.g. n.g. £12 Is. 

2/1349 17r n.g. n.g. £10 + goods 

3/1349 17r n.g. n.g £16 

3/1349 17v n.g. n.g. £65 

1/1349 17v n.g. n.g. n.g. 

1/1349 17v n.g. n.g. n.g. 

1/1349 17v n.g. n.g. £6 7s. 

1/1349 17v n.g. n.g. £57 

1/1349 17v n.g. n.g. £20 

3/1349 l7v n.g. n.g. £3 9s. 3d. 

3/1349 18r n.g. n.g. £20 

4/1349 18r n.g. n.g. £30 + property 

5/1349 18r n.g. n.g. £2 

5/1349 18r n.g. n.g. £20 

5/1349 18r n.g. n.g. £10 13s. 4d. 

6/1349 18v n.g. n.g. £41 8d. 

6/1349 18v n.g. n.g. £300 

6/1349 19r ng. n.g. £34 

7/1349 19v n.g. n.g. £7 + rent of £8 p.a. 

7/1349 19v n.g. n.g. £8 

9/1349 20r n.g. n.g. £20 

9/1349 20r n.g. n.g. £10 + property + 
rent of £7 8s. 8d. 
p.a. 

9/1349 20v n.g. n.g. £27 + property 

9/1349 2ir n.g. merchant £83 

9/1349 2ir n.g. n.g. £2 13s. 4d. 

1/1350 21v n.g. n.g. property 

8/1354 28r n.g. n.g. £8 


356 = Orphans, Widows and Guardians in Medieval and Early Modern Bristol 
Table15: List of Orphans in ROR, 1333-1594. 


Will no. abbreviations: WW=Wadley, Wills; TNA = The National Archives Probate no.; ASR = Burgess, 
All Saints Records, Part 3; TW = Tudor Wills. * = Recognizances taken from sources other than 


ROR. ? and n.g. = not given. 


Names of Orphans 

(d. = daughter, gd = granddaughter, s. = son, Sex (B,G) and No. of 
gs. = grandson, ch. = children, gch. = grandchildren) Age of Orphans Ch. 
William, John, ch. of John Lyndraper BB4,1% 2 
James, Agnes, ch. of Richard de Morlewode BG 11,? 2 
Agnes, d. of John Wale G7 1 
Christina, d. of William Medeweye G? 1 
John, s. of Roger Wodhull/Wodehull senior B9 1 
Thomas, s. of William & Margaret Fayreford B14 1 
John, s. of Thomas de Salesbury Bl 1 
John, Thomas, ch. of Walter Breware BB7,1% 2 
William, s. of William Crips senior B14 1 
Richard, John, Joan, ch. of William Iweyn BBG 15,14 3 
John, s. of John Beaumeys/Beaumyes/Beaumys senior B2% 1 
Joan, d. of John Atte Welle G10 

Robert, Eleanor, Margaret, Edith, ch. of John Wryngton BGGG 4,10,9,2 4 
Thomas, s. of John Graunge Bo 1 
Robert, s. of Richard Aleyn B16 1 
John, s. of John Wicombe senior B? 1 
John, s. of Hugh de Frompton B8 1 
John, s. of John de Haywude senior B9 1 
John, s. of John Bathe B7 1 
John, s. of Robert & Alice Honybourn B3% 1 
Joan, d. of William Malcoum G5 1 
John, s. of Robert Yerdeleye BY 1 
Joan, d. of William Betusleye G 10 1 
Joan, Thomas, Margaret, Katherine, John, ch. of Thomas GBGGB 13,7,5,4,3 5 
Goos senior 

Margaret, d. of Geoffrey Beauflour Gill 1 
Thomas, s. of John & Beatrice Monynge B? 1 
Richard, s. of John Reymond/Ramond B 16 1 
John, s. of John Perys senior B15 1 
John, Elizabeth, ch. of Richard Dene BG ?? 2 


Appendix 357 
Date of First | Folio No. of Father's Total Value of 
Entry in ROR | First Entry Will No. Occupatn Legacy to Orphans 
9/1354 28r n.g. n.g. £36 2s. 5d. 
11/1354 28v n.g. n.g. £7 18s. + property 
3/1355 28v n.g. n.g. property 
10/1356 3lv n.g. n.g. £4 
1/1357 3lv n.g. ng £4 195. 24d. 
2/1357 32v n.g. n.g. property + goods 
7/1358 32v n.g. n.g. property 
7/1358 33r n.g. n.g. £36 
9/1358 33v n.g. n.g. £8 
9/1358 33v n.g. n.g. £1 16s. 4d. + rent 
of 15s. 6d. p.a. 
6/1360 35r n.g. n.g. £14 + property 
3/1360 35r n.g. n.g. £10 
3/1361 36r n.g. n.g. property + rent of 
30s. 
3/1361 36v n.g. n.g. £2 125. 10d. 
10/1361 37r n.g. ng property 
5/1361 37v n.g. n.g. £20 + property 
7/1361 37v n.g. n.g. £30 
12/1361 39r n.g. n.g. 6s. 8d. 
12/1361 39r n.g. n.g. £11 12s. 2d. 
2/1362 39v n.g. n.g. rent of 10s. p.a. 
2/1362 39v n.g. n.g. £3 
3/1362 40r n.g. n.g. £4 
6/1362 40r n.g. n.g. £13 68. 8d. 
5/1362 40r n.g. n.g. £100 
8/1362 41r n.g. n.g. £14 
3/1362 4lv n.g. n.g. £3 13s. 
9/1362 4lv n.g. n.g. n.g. 
9/1362 4lv n.g. n.g. rent of 20s. p.a. 
9/1363 42v n.g. n.g. £40 
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Table15: List of Orphans in ROR, 1333-1594. 


Will no. abbreviations: WW=Wadley, Wills; TNA = The National Archives Probate no.; ASR = Burgess, 
All Saints Records, Part 3; TW = Tudor Wills. * = Recognizances taken from sources other than 


ROR. ? and n.g. = not given. 


Names of Orphans 

(d. = daughter, gd = granddaughter, s. = son, Sex (B,G) and No. of 
gs. = grandson, ch. = children, gch. = grandchildren) Age of Orphans Ch. 
Joan, d. of Robert Atte Walle G10 1 
Alice, d. of John Dene G10 1 
Walter, Robert, ch. of Ralph Dyare BB 2,3 2 
Thomas, s. of John Thorp B3 1 
John, Walter, Thomas, ch. of Robert Carpenter BBB 10,3%4,16 3 
Stephen, Margaret, ch. of John Love BG84 2 
Thomas, William, ch. of William Persshton/Purschton BB54 2 
senior 

John, s. of Margaret Thorp Bll 1 
Joan, Elizabeth, Agnes, John, ch. of Thomas Denebawd GGGB 7,4,2,44 4 
Edmund, Isabel, ch. of Edmund Blanket senior BG 14%,5 2 
Thomas, s. of Nicholas Maskel of Limerick Bo 1 
John, Margaret, ch. of William Hail/Hayl BG 174,? 2 
Christina, d. of Richard Clerk G4 1 
Joan, d. of John Wotton G2 1 
Margaret senior, Thomasina, John, Walter, Margaret junior, |GGBBGG 6 
Alice, ch. of Richard Carpenter 10,16,11,4,3,5 

Alice, d. of William Hamme G13 1 
John Rede B5% 1 
Thomas, Alice, ch. of Richard Atte Res BG 24,8 2 
John Mody of Butleigh (?), Somerset B14 1 
Alice, d. of John Bathe G? 1 
William, Peter, Thomas, ch. of Peter Hoper BBB 3,14,% 3 
Elizabeth, Joan, ch. of Henry Viel GG 3,1 2 
Edith, William, Ann, Margaret, ch. of John Vyne GBGG 11,9,4,1 4 
Joan, d. of Robert Broun G9 1 
John, s. of John Berkele senior B2% 1 
Richard, Agnes, ch. of Henry Cobyndon BG 153 2 
Agnes, d. of Richard Exebrugge/Exebrugg G7% 1 
John, s. of John Warynere senior B4% 1 
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Date of First | Folio No. of Father's Total Value of 

Entry in ROR | First Entry Will No. Occupatn Legacy to Orphans 

9/1363 42v n.g. n.g. £6 135. 4d. 

1/1365 43r n.g. n.g. £12 

5/1367 43v n.g. n.g. n.g. 

11/1367 44r n.g. n.g. n.g. 

4/1368 44r n.g. n.g. £68 

9/1368 44y n.g. n.g. £53 68. 8d. 

9/1368 45r n.g. n.g. £200 

7/1370 47r n.g. n.g. property 

8/1370 47r n.g. n.g. £60 

6/1371 48r n.g. n.g. £550 3s. 4d. 

6/1371 48v n.g. ng. £113 17s. 11d.+ 
cattle 

7/1371 49r n.g. n.g. £55 19s. 5d. 

10/1372 50r n.g. n.g. property 

1/1373 50v n.g. n.g. £283 6s. 8d. 

5/1374 S0v n.g. n.g. n.g. 

5/1375 Sir n.g. butcher £8 11s. 9d. 

5/1375 Sir n.g. n.g. £3 6s. 8d. 

8/1375 Slv n.g. n.g. £105 18s. 6d. 

5/1376 52r n.g. n.g. £6 13s. 4d. 

9/1376 52r n.g. n.g. £266 13s. 4d. 

12/1378 52v/53r/54r n.g. ng. £60 13s. 3d. 

9/1377 

9/1378 53v n.g. n.g. £100 5s. 4d. 

9/1378 53v/54r n.g. n.g. £10 

9/1377 54v n.g. ng. £10 13 4d 

9/1379 55r n.g. tanner £5 

9/1379 55r n.g. n.g. £6 

3/1381 56r n.g. n.g. £6 13 4d 

9/1381 S6r n.g. n.g. £20 


360 = Orphans, Widows and Guardians in Medieval and Early Modern Bristol 
Table15: List of Orphans in ROR, 1333-1594. 
Will no. abbreviations: WW=Wadley, Wills; TNA = The National Archives Probate no.; ASR = Burgess, 


All Saints Records, Part 3; TW = Tudor Wills. * = Recognizances taken from sources other than 
ROR. ? and n.g. = not given. 


Names of Orphans 

(d. = daughter, gd = granddaughter, s. = son, Sex (B,G) and No. of 
gs. = grandson, ch. = children, gch. = grandchildren) Age of Orphans Ch. 
William, Margaret senior, Margaret junior, ch. of William | BGG 8,34,2 3 
Juweler/Jwler 

Cecilia, d. of Richard Cobyndon G7 1 
Margaret, d. of Lucy Selsy G6% 1 
Richard, s. of Robert Cheddre B54 1 
John, s. of John Hervy senior B 16% 1 
Margaret, Elizabeth, ch. of John Borde/Bord GG 34,2% 2 
John, s. of Thomas Clerk B64 1 
William, s. of Thomas Sampson B11% 1 
Margaret, Joan, ch. of Walter Tedistille GG 5,2 2 
Richard, s. of Philip Atte Halle B16 1 
Margaret, d. of John Stanys G 16 1 
John, Stephen, Joan, ch. of Richard Derneford BBG 14,2,? 5 
William, Isabel, ch. of Thomas Chapleyn BG 155% 2 
John, Richard, Robert, ch. of Walter Mitchell BBB 6,24%,15 3 
John, s. of Hugh Hunte/le Hunte Bo 1 
Alice, d. of John Swell Gl 1 
William, s. of John Yonge B7 1 
Adam, s. of John Reper B15 1 
Agnes, Walter, Joan, Richard, ch. of William Waleys GBGB 11,9,5,2 4 
John, s. of Richard Beteston B14 1 
John, s. of Robert Gardyner/Gardener B7 1 
Agnes, d. of William Bracy/Braci G4% 1 
Joan, d. of Thomas Halle/Hall G4 1 
Alice, d. of William Cary Gu 1 
John, s. of Peter Atte Barugh B9 1 
Edmund, s. of John Russell B7 1 
Thomas, Agnes ch. of William Downe BG 106 2 
John, s. of Henry Roper/Ropere B2 1 
John, s. of John Mulward/Muleward B4 1 
John, s. of Richard Brokworth/Brokeworth B3% 1 
Henry, s. of Robert Graunt B7 1 
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Date of First | Folio No. of Father's Total Value of 

Entry in ROR | First Entry Will No. Occupatn Legacy to Orphans 

9/1381 S6v n.g. n.g. £18 

9/1381 S7r n.g. n.g. £30 

2/1385 S7v WW 10 & 11 n.g. £66 13s. 4d. 

2/1385 S7v WwW 11 ng £66 14s. 8d. 

5/1385 58r WW 9 n.g. £10 

6/1387 58r WW 21 ng. £104 

9/1387 58v WW 26 n.g. £29 13s. 64d. 

9/1387 58v WW 25 ng. £300 

9/1387 59r WW 19 n.g. £200 

8/1388 59v WW 25 ng. £10 

1/1389 59v WW 20 n.g. £50 17s. 5d. 

5/1389 60r WW 34 weaver £6 5s. 4d. 

6/1390 60v WW 33 n.g. £11 18s. 4d. 

6/1389 6lr WW 35 n.g. £80 

8/1389 6lv WW 38 n.g. £33 Oed. 

1/1391 6lv WW 40 ng. £50 

9/1391 62r WW 107 n.g. £46 135. 4d.+ 
property 

9/1392 62v WW 39 ng. £10 

12/1392 62v WW 51 draper £80 

7/1393 63v WW 59 ng. £10 3s. 4d. 

9/1393 63v WW 55 ng. £200 

7/1395 64r WW 69 ng. £6 13s. 4d. 

6/1396 64r WW 78 n.g. £22 

7/1396 64r WW 84 ng. £10 

12/1396 64v WW 87 n.g. £108 6s. 10d. 

3/1397 64v WW 95 n.g. £5 

8/1397 65r WW 96 n.g. £24 6s. 

11/1398 65r WW 93 n.g. £51 6s. 8d. 

9/1398 65v WW 100 n.g. £12 11d. 

1/1399 65v WW 106 ng. £60 

11/1400 66v WW iil n.g. £39 
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Table15: List of Orphans in ROR, 1333-1594. 


Will no. abbreviations: WW=Wadley, Wills; TNA = The National Archives Probate no.; ASR = Burgess, 
All Saints Records, Part 3; TW = Tudor Wills. * = Recognizances taken from sources other than 


ROR. ? and n.g. = not given. 

Names of Orphans 

(d. = daughter, gd = granddaughter, s. = son, Sex (B,G) and No. of 
gs. = grandson, ch. = children, gch. = grandchildren) Age of Orphans Ch. 
Alice, d. of Thomas Carpenter G3 1 
Agnes, d. of John Fluyt G4 1 
John, William, Margaret, Eleanor, Thomas, ch. of William | BBGGB 9,1,10,7,2% 

Solers senior 

Joan senior, Joan junior, ch. of William Boughan GG 2,4 2 
William, John, Henry, Joan, ch. of Richard Kenfeke BBBG 10,7,2,13 4 
Margaret, Joan, Agnes, ch. of Robert Lygh GGG 11,54 5 
Roger, John, Thomas, Avice, ch. of Robert Spisour BBBG 10,4,1,2 4 
John, s. of Adam Forster Bll 1 
Agnes, d. of John Palmer, G4 1 
Thomas, John, ch. of John Lemman senior BB 5,2% 2 
John, s. of Thomas Capiscot Bll 1 
Joan, Alice, Elizabeth, ch. of Richard Panes/Paans GGG 104,5,2 3 
Thomas, William, Margaret, Agnes, ch. of John Canynges/ | BBGG 10%4,54%,7,3 4 
Canynge 

Thomas, Katherine, ch. of Philip Wynter BG 2,9 2 
William, s. of John Dunster B10 

Joan, Thomas, John, Richard, Robert, Henry, ch. of John GBBBBB 15,5,4,2, 6 
Frere senior 18,15 

Richard, Joan, Joan, Alice, Joan, ch. of John Robyns BGGGG 4,17,8,7,3 5 
Agnes junior, d. of John Hertesbury G5 1 
Agnes, Elizabeth, ch. of William Hurdeman GG 17,13 2 
*Elizabeth, John, Margaret, Thomas, Henry, ch. of John Guy | GBGBB 13,8,5,3,? 5 
*John, Agnes, Margery, Elizabeth, ch. of John Galyot BGGG 12,9,4,3 4 
*John, Thomas, John, ch. of John Norys senior BBB 6,2,1, 3 
*Joan, Elizabeth, ch. of Nicholas Freme GG 12,9 2 
*John, Agnes, ch. of William Bulleber/Bulbec BG ?? 2 
*Margaret, Elizabeth, Alice, Joan, ch. of William Rowley GGGG 6,4,3,1 4 
junior 

*John, Thomas, ch. of William Rowley senior BB 16,14 2 
*John, Will, Guy, Thomas, ch. of Thomas Cogan senior BBBB 16,15,8,5 4 
Thomas, William, Richard, ch. of William Myryfeld senior | BBB all<14 3 
Robert, s. of Thomas Asshe B13 1 
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Date of First | Folio No. of Father's Total Value of 
Entry in ROR | First Entry Will No. Occupatn Legacy to Orphans 
1/1401 67r WW 113 n.g. £6 13s. 4d. 
9/1402 67r WW 121 n.g. £9 68. 8d. 
5/1403 68r WW 125 n.g. £100 

2/1404 69r WW 128 ng £5 

9/1405 69v WW 136 n.g. £28 

9/1405 69v WW 119 n.g. £20 

4/1405 70r WW 133 n.g. £8 135. 4d. 
8/1405 70Vv WW 139 n.g. £6 13s. 4d. 
1/1406 70v WW 129 tucker £20 

12/1405 65v WW 142 n.g. £10 6s. 8d. 
1/1408 Tlv n.g. skinner £2 4s. 
2/1408 Tlv WW 153 merchant £106 13s. 4d. 
1/1408 72 WW 151 merchant £72 12s. 6d. 
8/1408 7T3V WW 158 n.g. £26 13s. 4d. 
7/1407 74r WW 147 n.g. £40 

3/1422 7TAv WW 195 n.g. £120 

8/1422 751 WW 204 merchant £40 

5/1423 TSV WW 206 weaver £11 

2/1423 76r WW 189 n.g. £360 

7/1425 LRB 2 ng. brewer £75 

8/1434 LRB 1 n.g. merchant £66 13s. 4d. 
9/1439 LRB | n.g. ng. £40 

4/1447 LRB 1 Nn.g. ng. £40 

5/1447 LRB | ng. merchant £40 

9/1479 LRB 1 WW 266 merchant £524 13s. 4d. 
6/1480 GRB 2 WW 266 merchant £200 
12/1489 GRB 3 GRB 3 merchant £75 10s. 
9/1464 TIV GRB 3 p.108 mercer £42 

9/1464 78V n.g. merchant £50 14s. 5d. 
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Will no. abbreviations: WW=Wadley, Wills; TNA = The National Archives Probate no.; ASR = Burgess, 
All Saints Records, Part 3; TW = Tudor Wills. * = Recognizances taken from sources other than 


ROR. ? and n.g. = not given. 

Names of Orphans 

(d. = daughter, gd = granddaughter, s. = son, Sex (B,G) and No. of 
gs. = grandson, ch. = children, gch. = grandchildren) Age of Orphans Ch. 
John, George, Agnes, Joan, Katherine, ch. of Guy Smythe | BBGGG ????? 

John, Margaret, ch. of John Nancothan senior BG ?? 2 
John, s. of John Byrd senior, gs. of Joan Forde B? 1 
John, William, ch. of John Clerk(e) senior BB ?? 2 
William Colwell, gs. of William Coder B5 1 
John, Joan, gch. of William Hynd(e) senior BG ?? 

* Henry, William, Anne, Joan, ch. of Robert Hynde, BBGG ???? 

William, Edmund, Henry, Agnes, Katherine, Alice, ch. of || BBBGGG 

Richard Wyckam/Wyeckam T5A4,17,8,7 

Alice, d. of Anne Bolardyne/Bollardyn/Bullardyne alias G13 1 
Syll 

John, Christiana, Juliana, Joan senior, Alice, Joan junior, BGGGGGG 7 
Mary, ch. of Robert Grigg(e) 9,17,12,10,8,7,5 

Jane, d. of Andrew Thorne G9 1 
Robert, Elizabeth, Margery, ch. of Robert Willyams/ BGG 9,7,? 3 
Williams senior 

Bartholomew, John, Richard, Thomas, Prudence, ch. of BBBBG 7,6,2,4.4 5 
Thomas Hill senior 

Ralph, Elizabeth senior, Elizabeth junior, Alice, Joan, BGGGGG 6 
Charity, ch. of Edmund Rogers 13,12,7,6,3,2% 

Robert, Thomas, ch. of Michael Colston/Colstonne BB7,5 

Thomas, Matilda, Joan, Margaret, Ann, Elizabeth, ch. of BGGGGG 6 
Thomas Baker senior 5,2,.8,15,4.6 

Alice, d. of Richard Knyght G? 1 
Alice, Thomas, Henry, ch. of Thomas Beell senior GBB 11,9,% 3 
Edward, Mary, Susan, ch. of Henry Whyte BGG 3,4,1 3 
Edward, William, ch. of William Adnett senior BB 16,12 2 
John, Walter, Ann, Margery, Joan, ch. of Walter Parsons BBGGG 10,8,9,7,1 5 
senior 

Katherine, d. of Thomas Harte Gll 1 
William, Elizabeth, Thomas, Joan, Richard, ch. of Thomas | BGBGB 5 
Yong senior 27777 
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Date of First | Folio No. of Father's Total Value of 

Entry in ROR | First Entry Will No. Occupatn Legacy to Orphans 

9/1464 7T9V n.g. merchant £100 

8/1470 81v WW 248 draper £86 135. 4d.+ 
goods 

8/1472 82v WW 250 dyer (?) £40 + goods 

5/1473 83r WW 254 mercer woad worth £66 
13s. 4d. 

8/1474 83v WW 256 merchant £66 13s. 4d.+ 
woad 

9/1474 84v WW 257 whittawer £13 6s. 8d. 

11/1476 GRB 2 WW 263 goldsmith £26 13s. 4d. 

9/1560 85v WW 302 tailor £120 + goods 

5/1561 86r WW 303 ng £40 

7/1561 86v WW 305 wiredrawer £140 

7/1561 87r n.g. draper £54 

9/1562 87v n.g. shoemaker £10 

2/1566 88r WW 310 skinner £100 

11/1567 88v WW 315 innholder £56 

2/1568 89r WW 316 draper £17 15s. 4d. 

11/1493 99v WW 276 grocer £450 + goods 

9/1525 103r TNA 11/20/335 | capper £10 

9/1493 103v WW 278 n.g. £66 13s. 4d. 

1/1545 104r n.g. grocer £66 13s. 4d. 

6/1545 104r n.g. n.g. £13 68. 8d. 

T1545 104v n.g. butcher £20 

8/1545 104v WW 290 merchant £150 

8/1545 105r ASR p.60 grocer £41 
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Table15: List of Orphans in ROR, 1333-1594 (contd.) 


Will no. abbreviations: WW=Wadley, Wills; TNA = The National Archives Probate no.; ASR = Burgess, 
All Saints Records, Part 3; TW = Tudor Wills. * = Recognizances taken from sources other than 


ROR. ? and n.g. = not given. 

Names of Orphans 

(d. = daughter, gd = granddaughter, s. = son, Sex (B,G) and No. of 
gs. = grandson, ch. = children, gch. = grandchildren) Age of Orphans Ch. 
Thomas, s. of Robert Pendygrace B? 1 
Oliver, s. of Robert Estgate B5 1 
Thomas, Joan, Faith, ch. of William Tyndall BGG 9,12,6 | 
John, Ann, Mary, ch. of John Fissher senior BGG 6,13,7 3 
John, Arthur, ch. of James Dowle BB54 2 
William, Ann, Mary, Elizabeth, Robert, Charity, Dorcas, BGGGBGGB 8 
George, ch. of John Suche 13,15,10, 1,7,3,6,5 
William, Margery, ch. of John Myllarde BG 4,3 2 
Elizabeth, d. of Thomas Apowen G6 1 
Joyce, Alice, ch. of Walter West GG 11,14 2 
William, Elizabeth, Susan, Margaret, Sara, Robert, BGGGGBBBGG 10 
Michael, Richard, Joanna, Frances, ch. of Richard Alkyn(e) | 6,9,5,2,44,19, 

senior 14,10,13,11 

Thomas, William, John, Elizabeth senior, Elizabeth junior, | BBBGGG 6 
Margery, ch. of Thomas Apprice senior 11,4,3,15,8,1 

Peter, Agnes/Anne, ch. of Robert Smyth(e) BG 13,? 

Thomas, Walter, Henry, James, ch. of William Chester BBBB ???? 

William, Joan, Margaret, Katherine, Alice, Katherine, ch. BGGGGG 

of William Yeman/Yoman senior 277772 

Richard, Robert, Nicholas, Margaret, ch. of Thomas Adney | BBBG ???? 4 
Helen, d. of George Hunt G14 

Robert, John, William, ch. of Richard Mirick/Myrick/ BBB ??? 3 
Merick senior 

Joan, Susan, Tomsin, Mary, ch. of Simon Harbert, GGGG ???? 4 
Alice, Joan, ch. of John Stone GG ?? 2 
William, Ralph, ch. of Ralph Scaltock senior BB ?? 2 
Thomas, s. of Richard Baynham, B? 1 
William, Thomas, ch. of William Clemond senior BB 9,7 2 
John, Toby, George, Elizabeth, ch. of John Kyttingall/ BBBG ???? 4 
Kettingall/Kittingall senior 

John, Ann, ch. of William Hiscocke BG ?? 2 
Ch. of Richard Wyckham 272 

Elizabeth, d. of Llewelyn Mathewis G? 1 
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Date of First | Folio No. of Father's Total Value of 
Entry in ROR | First Entry Will No. Occupatn Legacy to Orphans 
6/1546 105r n.g. barber £20 
12/1554 105v WW 297 innholder £30 
5/1559 106r WW 301 merchant £200 +goods 
8/1561 107r WW 306 skinner £40 
8/1565 108r WW 309 grocer £340 
9/1566 110v WW 311 merchant £600 + goods 
1/1567 117r n.g. shearman £10 
4/1567 117v TNA 11/47/204 | capper £12 
7/1567 118r WW 312 baker £20 + goods 
11/1567 119r WW 314 soapmaker £200 
9/1568 121r WW 313 tucker £116 13s. 4d. 
2/1571 124v WW 317 merchant £250 
8/1574 126v WW 320 whittawer £60 
8/1574 128v WW 322 glover £85+go0ds 
3/1575 130r n.g. cutler £28 45. 9d. 
3/1575 130v TW 15 whittawer £26 13s. 4d. 
3/1575 130v WW 324 tailor £30 
3/1575 131r TW 12 brewer £6 135. 4d. 
3/1575 131r WW 339, ng. £20 

WW 428 
3/1575 131v WW 364 tanner £40 
3/1575 132r WW 389 grocer £10 
3/1575 132r WW 321 innholder £20 
4/1575 133v WW 323 mercer £100 
5/1575 137r n.g. n.g. £20 + goods 
5/1575 137v WW 302 n.g. £120 + goods 
5/1575 138r n.g. n.g. £16 
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Table15: List of Orphans in ROR, 1333-1594 (contd.) 


Will no. abbreviations: WW=Wadley, Wills; TNA = The National Archives Probate no.; ASR = Burgess, 
All Saints Records, Part 3; TW = Tudor Wills. * = Recognizances taken from sources other than 


ROR. ? and n.g. = not given. 

Names of Orphans 

(d. = daughter, gd = granddaughter, s. = son, Sex (B,G) and No. of 
gs. = grandson, ch. = children, gch. = grandchildren) Age of Orphans Ch. 
William, John, ch. of Edmund Wood(e)/Woodd BB ?? 2 
Thomas, s. of John Pettry(e) B? 1 
George, s. of George Graie senior B? 1 
William, Maud, Alice, Elizabeth, ch. of John Clasbock, BGGG 7??? 4 
gch. of Roger Clasbock 

Robert, Edith, Agnes Priest, servant and cousin of George | BGG ??? 3 
Rowsley 

Thomas, Margaret, Amy, ch. of Hugh Mathews/Mathow BGG ??? 3 
Gch. of Thomas & Welthian Bette 277772? ? 
Thomas, Joan, Joyce, Agnes, ch.of John White BGGG ???? 4 
James, Katherine, Alice, ch. of John Cottrell, BGG ??? 3 
Grace, George, ch. of John White GB ?? 2 
Florence Williams G? 1 
Anthony, Elizabeth, Joan, ch. or gch. of John Stone; Susan | BGGG ???? 4 
Usforde 

Joan, Thomas, Julian, ch. of Thomas Pitte GBG ??? 3 
Giles, Robert, Nicholas, Richard, William, John, Ralph, BBBBBBG 8 
Alice, ch. of John Boydell 272149727 

Toby, William, John, Alice, Agnes, Mary, Elizabeth, ch. of | BBBGGGG ??????? 7 
John Paine/Payne alias Fletcher 

Thomas, s. of John Curteis/Curties B? 1 
Henry, Joan, Elizabeth, ch. of William Bodman/Badman BGG ??? 3 
Ellen, d. of Thomas Harris/Harries/Harrys G12 1 
William, Elizabeth, ch.of William Ridges senior BG ?? 2 
Lewis, s. of Francis Coston/Cossom B? 1 
Joan, Rose, William, Margaret, ch.of John Porter, nieces GGBG ???? 4 
and nephew of Edward Porter, draper 

Alice, d. of John Holland G? 1 
Mary, Anne/Agnes, ch. of Roger Addams GG ?? 2 
Edith, Anne/Annis, Mary, ch. of John Hollaster/Hollyster | GGG ??? 3 
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Date of First | Folio No. of Father's Total Value of 

Entry in ROR | First Entry Will No. Occupatn Legacy to Orphans 

5/1575 138r WW 318 merchant £160 

5/1575 139r n.g. n.g. £35 

5/1575 139v WW 326 innholder £13 6s. 8d. + rent 

n.g. 141v WW 331 shearman £26 13s. 4d. 

5/1576 142r WW 333 ng. £30 

5/1576 142v WW 335 pewterer £20 

6/1576 143r WW 334 yeoman n.g. 

7/1576 143r WW 342, shoemaker/ £40 + rents 

WW 432 innholder 

6/1576 143v WW 340 merchant £1000 + goods + 
rent 

7/1576 144r WW 319 merchant £82 Is. 2d. 

9/1576 145v n.g. n.g. £10 

9/1576 146r WW 428 alderman n.g. 

9/1576 146r n.g. tucker £15 

10/1576 146v WW 338 vintner £190 

9/1576 147r WW 337 draper £35 + property 

11/1576 148r WW 348 cook £24 + property 

12/1576 149v WW 344 ship £40 

2/1580 154v wright 

2/1577 150r WW 328 ng. £10 

5/1577 150v WW 336 tailor n.g. 

TASTT 150v TW4 merchant £6 135. 4d. 

WW 345 

8/1577 15lr WW 349 shoemaker £200 

10/1577 15lv WW 350 glover £58 

10/1577 152r WW 353 soapmaker £25 

12/1577 152v WW 351 merchant £100 
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Table15: List of Orphans in ROR, 1333-1594 (contd.) 
Will no. abbreviations: WW=Wadley, Wills; TNA = The National Archives Probate no.; ASR = Burgess, 


All Saints Records, Part 3; TW = Tudor Wills. * = Recognizances taken from sources other than 
ROR. ? and n.g. = not given. 


Names of Orphans 

(d. = daughter, gd = granddaughter, s. = son, Sex (B,G) and No. of 
gs. = grandson, ch. = children, gch. = grandchildren) Age of Orphans Ch. 
Toby, Richard, Katherine, ch. of Edward Frenche BBG ??? 3 
Joan, d. of William Evered(e) G? 1 
John, s. of Rowland Northall, gs. of John Northall senior B? 1 
Thomas, s. of John Rowland B? 1 
Thomas, Nicholas, Elizabeth, ch. of Thomas Warden senior | BBG ??? 3 
Mary, d. of James White G? 1 
Elizabeth, Christopher, Philip, ch. of Thomas Callowhill GBB??? 3 
Richard, Jane, Elizabeth, Mary, ch. of Richard Langford(e) | BGGG ???? 4 
senior 

Jane, Florence, Alice, ch. of Edward Evenett GGG ??? 3 
Susan, Mary, ch. of William Yeman/Yemans GG ?? 2 
Joan, d. of Edward Tyler, gd. of John Prewett G? 1 
William, s. of Roger Deere/Deare/Deer B? 1 
Nicholas, s. of John White B? 1 
Margaret, d. of William Sternolde G? 1 
Thomas, Richard, Elizabeth, Margery, ch. of Thomas BBGG ???? 4 
Pollington/Pollinton senior 

Elizabeth, d. of Thomas Lawrence G? 1 
William, Margery, ch. of William Currey/Curey/Currye BG ?? 2 
senior 

Thomas, s. of Richard Kelke, gs. of Thomas Kelke senior |B? 1 
George, s. of John Crompe B? 1 
Joan, d. of William Hamon/Hamond/Hammondes G? 1 
John, Thomas, Alice, Elizabeth, Agnes ch. of John Palmer | BBGGG 5 
senior 2027) 

Francis, s. of Richard Wayman/Wayneman and Julian B? 1 
Warren then Horte 

John, Richard, Edmund, William, Mary, ch. of Richard BBBBG ????? 5 
Saltern/Saltren/Slaterne 

Philip, John, ch. of Philip Kyte senior BB ?? 

William, Elizabeth, Robert, ch. of William Pitte(s) senior, | BGB ??? 2 
gch. of Thomas Pitte 

Thomas, John, Joan, Alice, ch. of Richard Pytte/Pitte, gch. | BBGG ???? 4 
of Thomas Pitte 
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Date of First | Folio No. of Father's Total Value of 

Entry in ROR | First Entry Will No. Occupatn Legacy to Orphans 

2/1578 153r WW 352 grocer £180 

12/1578 153v n.g. n.g. £3 

7/1579 153v WW 332 pewterer £78 16s. 

6/1579 154r WW 347 merchant £30 

4/1580 155v WW 355 merchant £400 

6/1580 156r n.g. n.g. £6 4d. 

12/1581 157v WW 363 apothecary £26 13s. 4d. 

12/1581 158r WW 362 merchant £1000 

10/1581 159v WW 361 goldsmith n.g. 

10/1581 160r WW 361 grocer £6 13s. 4d. + goods 

9/1582 162v WW 364 tanner £6 

4/1582 162v WW 365 n.g. rent of 40s. p.a. 

10/1582 163r WW 360 shoemaker rent of £10 p.a. 

5/1591 163r WW 411 cooper £53 

4/1591 254v WW 427 merchant £600 (+ £300 to 
widow) 

4/1583 258Vv WW 367 Tailor £20 

10/1584 26lv n.g. ng. £23 13s. 4d. 

9/1584 262r WW 369 merchant £400 

9/1584 263r n.g. hooper £4 

5/1585 264r WW 382 blacksmith £20 

6/1584 264v WW 375 baker goods, property, 
rent 

6/1584 265r n.g. n.g. £200 

4/1585 265v WW 378 merchant £210 

3/1586 2671 WW 392 cordwainer £33 6s. 8d. 

1/1586 267Vv WW 401 clothier n.g. 

8/1593 294r WW 438 £110 

1/1586 267v 401 cloth n.g. 


worker 
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Table15: List of Orphans in ROR, 1333-1594 (contd.) 


Will no. abbreviations: WW=Wadley, Wills; TNA = The National Archives Probate no.; ASR = Burgess, 
All Saints Records, Part 3; TW = Tudor Wills. * = Recognizances taken from sources other than 


ROR. ? and n.g. = not given. 


Names of Orphans 

(d. = daughter, gd = granddaughter, s. = son, Sex (B,G) and No. of 
gs. = grandson, ch. = children, gch. = grandchildren) Age of Orphans Ch. 
Robert, s. of Richard Kytchin, gs. of Thomas Pitte B? 1 
Robert, s. of Robert Preston senior B? 1 
Frances, Ann, Judith, Elizabeth, ch. of Richard Swetnam GGGG ???? 4 
Alice, John, ch. of John Chambers senior GB ?? 2 
Robert, William, Elizabeth, ch. of John Aust/Awste BBG ??? 3 
William, Alice, ch. of Griffin Perkyns, gch. of William BG ?? 2 
Shuttleworth 

John, William, Bridget, ch. of John Shuttleworth, gch. of BBG ??? 3 
William Shuttleworth 

Thomas Axeson B? 1 
Henry, Thomas, ch. of Henry Elliott senior, gch. of BB ?? 2 
Elizabeth Slocombe 

Ann, Mary, Elizabeth, ch. of Richard Younge GGG ??? 3 
Elizabeth, Mary, Thomas, Matilda, ch. of Thomas GGBG ???? 4 
Gryffyth(e)/Griffith 

James, Alice, ch. of Richard Gower/Goore BG ?? 2 
John, s. of Richard Knight B? 1 
Thomas, William, Edward, Margery, John, ch. of Roger BBBGB ????? 5 
Shipman 

Simon, Lettice, Elizabeth, ch. of Simon Linche/Lynche BGG ??? 5 
senior 

John, Ann, Elizabeth, ch. of Edward Lane BGG ??? 3 
Robert, s. of Thomas Addams; John, David Jones, stepsons | BBB ??? 3 
of Thomas Addams 

Rachel, d. of Richard Rogers senior G? 1 
Mary, Matthew, William, ch. of Richard Rogers junior, gch.| GBB ??? 3 
of Richard Rogers senior 

Mary, Elizabeth, James, Bridget, ch. of Edward Chester, GGBG ???? 4 
gch.of Thomas Slocombe 

Joan, d. of Walter Davys/Davyes/Davis, G? 1 
Thomas, s. of William Gyttons/Gyttins/Gyttens B? 1 
John, Elizabeth, William, ch. of John Boswell senior BGB ??? 5 
Mary, d. of David Oldfeild(e)/Oldfield G? 1 
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Date of First | Folio No. of Father's Total Value of 
Entry in ROR | First Entry Will No. Occupatn Legacy to Orphans 
1/1586 267Vv 401 n.g. n.g. 

5/1585 268r WW 371 tailor £18 + goods 
3/1585 268v WW 377 merchant £40 

18/3/85 268Vv WW 356 tailor £15 

10/1585 269v WW 384 baker £20 

5/1585 270r WW 380 brewer £6 

5/1585 270r WW 380 plumber £9 

11/1585 270v n.g. n.g. £10 

4/1587 271r WW 383 draper £20 

3/1587 273r TNA 11/64/231 | merchant £150 
9/1587 273v WW 409 merchant £200 
2/1589 275r WW 402 shoemaker n.g 

9/1586 275v TNA 11/60/135 | sailor £12 

9/1589 276r WW 393 mercer £250 

5/1589 2TIV n.g. ship’s carpenter | £83 

7/1588 278r TNA 11/72/625 | n.g. £29 6s. 8d. 
5/1587 279v WW 389 tanner £10 + goods 
5/1590 280r WW 420 soapmaker £100 

5/1590 287r WW 420 soapmaker £40 

7/1590 280r WW 405 merchant £40 

9/1590 281r WW 429 glover £200 

9/1590 281lv WW 407 merchant £100 

6/1590 282v WW 408 grocer £90 

5/1590 283v WW 412 clothier £20 
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Table15: List of Orphans in ROR, 1333-1594 (contd.) 
Will no. abbreviations: WW=Wadley, Wills; TNA = The National Archives Probate no.; ASR = Burgess, 


All Saints Records, Part 3; TW = Tudor Wills. * = Recognizances taken from sources other than 
ROR. ? and n.g. = not given. 


Names of Orphans 

(d. = daughter, gd = granddaughter, s. = son, Sex (B,G) and No. of 
gs. = grandson, ch. = children, gch. = grandchildren) Age of Orphans Ch. 
George, William, ch. of William Colston senior, gch. of BB 9? 2 
William Gyttens 

John, William, ch. of John Brinston/Brynsdon/Brinsdon BB ?? 2 
senior 

Agnes, d. of Thomas Saull G? 1 
Edmund, s. of Sampson Edwardes, gs. of John Stone B? 1 
Ch. of George Martin (incomplete) 2777 >I 
John, Elizabeth, ch. of Henry Gough/Goughe BG ?? 2 
Elizabeth, Alice, Arthur, ch. of William Cook(e) GGB ??? 3 
John, s. of Anthony Pill B? 1 
Cecily, d. of Thomas Powell G? 1 
Maurice Power B21 1 
Ch. of Robert Halton 2? >1 
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Date of First | Folio No. of Father's Total Value of 
Entry in ROR | First Entry Will No. Occupatn Legacy to Orphans 
10/1590 284v WW 407 merchant £50 
6/1590 285v WW 424 merchant £150 
8/1590 288r WW 391 draper £40 
11/1590 289v WW 428 baker £66 13s. 4d.+ 
goods 
11/1590 290r WW 419 chandler n.g. 
8/1594 290r WW 442 merchant £200 
11/1592 291v TNA 11/76/105 | navigator £24 
12/1591 296r WW 370 WW _ | grocer £200 
431 WW 444 
12/1582 296v n.g. merchant £60 
1/1583 297r n.g. tailor £20 
11/1584 297r n.g. merchant n.g. 
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Barnestable/Barstaple Chest, 9, 221 
Burgess status, 3, 16 
Chancery, court of, 39, 161, 175, 176 
Charter of Edward HI, 1,59, 68-9 
Civic Office-Holders 
chamberlain, 12-13 
common clerk, 6, 11, 26,31, 147, 184, 
283 
recorder, 175, 176 
(See also civic status of fathers and other 
benefactors, guarantors, guardians and 
stepfathers of orphans and orphan girls’ 
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65 
Assistants in Orphans’ Causes, 12, 13 
Father of Orphans, 10, 11, 13, 
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Fathers and other Benefactors of 
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female benefactors, 34—5 
occupations, 50-53, Appendix, Table 10 
prominence of merchants, 52—3 
wealth, 50-3, Appendix, Table 10 
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civic status, 60-62, Appendix, Tables 12, 
13,14 
female guarantors, 49 
motivation, 62, 64 
occupations, 62—3, Appendix, Tables 
12,13,14 
role of, 1, 11,59-60 
Guardians 
civic status, Appendix, Tables 12,1314 
costs and profits, 10, 54—5 
males not related, 58-9 


fathers, 10,55 
females not related, 48-9 
male relatives, 57-8 
role of, 1, 10, 11, 35-6, 54 
stepfathers , 56-7, Appendix, Tables 7, 9 
widows, 35-48, Appendix, Table 7 
Indentures, 2 
Inventories, 11, 12, 
Occupations and Trades 
apothecary, 23, 24,58, 62, 63, 213, 228, 
243, 249, 250, 257, 259, 260, 265, 296, 
299, 337, 339, 343, 345, 347, 349, 371 
attorney, 94, 112, 147, 197, 252, 259 
barber, 181, 296, 298, 328, 329, 367 
blacksmith or smith, 63, 236, 238, 285, 
299, 340, 341,371 
brewer, 22, 40, 41,51,52, 53, 63, 64, 
158, 177, 197, 204, 208, 222, 225, 246, 
295, 297, 298, 324, 329, 332, 335, 337, 
339, 345, 363, 367, 373 
butcher, 47, 51,52, 63, 121, 126, 179, 
243, 253, 283, 296, 298, 314, 317, 321, 
323, 328, 329, 343, 347, 359, 365 
capper, 32, 48, 53, 56, 63, 177, 180, 188, 
246, 284, 296, 298, 328, 330, 345, 365, 
367 
cardmaker, 211,335 
carpenter, 63, 96, 106, 113, 222, 236, 247, 
294, 313, 337, 341, 345 
chandler, 59, 63, 204, 217, 263, 264, 278, 
335, 337, 348, 375 
clothier or clothworker, 24, 47, 48, 63, 
174, 186, 187, 188, 190, 191, 206, 210, 
212, 218, 232, 239, 242, 243, 244, 246, 
247, 248, 251, 259, 296, 300, 331, 335, 
337, 341, 342, 343, 345, 348, 371, 373 
cook, 96, 107, 214, 299, 311, 336, 369 
cordwainer, 63, 205, 241, 300, 335, 342, 
371 
cutler, 195, 196, 298, 332, 333, 367 
Doctor of Law, 297, 335 
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draper or woollen draper, 32, 48, 51,53, 
56, 63, 130, 138, 147, 165, 166, 169, 
170, 171, 172, 173, 174, 184, 185, 186, 
187, 188, 190, 191, 192, 195, 200, 202, 
204, 209, 214, 219, 220, 229, 233, 234, 
237, 239, 243, 247, 248, 249, 251, 253, 
255, 259, 262, 264, 265, 266, 268, 277, 
283, 285, 296, 297, 298, 299, 219, 320, 
326, 327, 328, 329, 330, 331, 333, 335, 
336, 339, 341, 343, 344, 345, 347, 348, 
349, 351, 361, 365, 368, 369, 373, 

375 

dyer, 51,52, 63, 100, 143, 166, 173, 190, 
191, 219, 238, 243, 250, 252, 253, 263, 
331, 337, 341, 343, 347, 349, 365 

esquire, 129,258, 347 

farrier, 63, 238, 341 

fishmonger, 51, 63, 71, 183, 225, 229, 
249, 329, 339, 345 

fletcher, 63, 197, 208, 284, 333, 335 

gentleman, 13, 32,40, 41,47, 57, 61, 166, 
171, 177, 178, 182, 183, 184, 195, 209, 
215,219, 220, 224, 229, 233, 234, 237, 
239, 240, 248, 250, 255, 256, 258, 261, 
262, 268, 285, 294, 295, 296, 297, 327, 
329, 335, 337, 339, 341, 343, 345, 347, 
349, 351 

girdler, 79, 305 

glazier, 63, 236, 341 

glover, 21, 33, 47, 53, 63, 174, 194, 195, 
198, 208, 214, 220, 221, 223, 230, 231, 
249, 257, 261, 269, 277, 278, 284, 285, 
297, 298, 299, 300, 331, 332, 333, 335, 
336, 337, 339, 345, 346, 349, 351, 367, 
369, 373 

goldsmith, 47,51, 63, 169, 230, 249, 257, 
295, 326, 327, 345, 347, 365, 371 

grocer, 6, 18, 24,31, 32, 46, 51,52, 53, 
56, 57, 62, 63, 158, 166, 174, 175, 178, 
180, 182, 183, 184, 190, 194, 198, 199, 
200, 201, 202, 213, 217, 220, 223, 224, 
228, 229, 230, 234, 240, 251, 259, 262, 
264, 265, 267, 268, 277, 283, 284, 285, 
296, 298, 299, 300, 326, 328, 329, 331, 
3332, 333, 337, 338, 339, 343, 347, 
348, 349, 350, 351, 365, 367, 371, 373, 
375 

gunner, 63, 335 

haberdasher, 48, 52,56, 63, 178, 194, 
203, 263, 267, 296, 331, 333, 335, 349, 
351 

hallier, 62, 238, 341 

hatmaker, 63, 236, 247, 341, 345 
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hooper, 53, 59, 63, 194, 197, 217, 226, 
227, 237, 248, 261, 299, 333, 337, 339, 
340, 341, 345, 349, 371 

hosier, 63, 233, 252, 341,347 

innholder, 23, 32, 43,56, 57,63, 173, 
181, 182, 188, 196, 199, 204, 205, 208, 
214, 232, 237, 284, 296, 297, 298, 299, 
328, 329, 330, 331, 332, 333, 334, 337, 
341, 365, 367, 369 

ironmonger, 218 

joiner, 63, 224, 244, 339, 343 

labourer, 236, 341 

leatherseller, 32, 173, 284 

lighterman, 63, 349 

Master of Arts, 197, 254 

maltmaker, 194, 195, 333 

mercer, 18, 31, 32, 33, 47, 51,52, 62, 63, 
156, 162, 163, 164, 166, 167, 199, 200, 
209, 213, 217, 223, 226, 228, 229, 234, 
237, 242, 249, 251, 252, 257, 259, 263, 
265, 269, 278, 283, 284, 285, 297, 299, 
326, 332, 333, 335, 339, 341, 343, 345, 
346, 347, 349, 351, 363, 365, 367, 373 

merchant, passim. See pp. 32, 47, for 
marriage to merchants; pp. 51-2 
for predominance of merchants 
as benefactors of orphans; p. 63 
for predominance as guarantors of 
recognizances 

miller, 63, 238, 245, 341, 345 

milliner, 63, 189,331 

navigator, 63, 266, 300, 348, 375 

notary, 175,327 

pewterer, 56,63,178, 180, 207, 224, 225, 
296, 299, 327, 329, 334, 335, 338, 369, 
371 

pinner, 266, 349 

plumber, 130, 246, 319, 344, 345, 373 

pointmaker, 63, 196, 198, 204, 212, 333, 
335 

ropemaker, 63, 251, 345 

saddler, 254, 347, 

sailor or mariner, 49, 63, 134, 215, 216, 
251, 266, 300, 337, 344, 373 

salter, 63, 199, 237, 262, 333, 341, 349 

scrivener, 195, 333 

shearman, 13, 53, 166, 171, 188, 203, 
205, 206, 207, 212, 218, 243, 244, 246, 
247, 260, 296, 298, 327, 329, 330, 334, 
335, 337, 343, 344, 345, 367, 369 

ship’s carpenter, 55, 63,252, 300 

shipwright, 32, 49, 63, 210, 215, 216, 
244, 252, 285, 299, 335, 336, 343, 346, 
373, 
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shoemaker, 23, 32, 42, 53, 62, 63, 172, 
193, 196, 205, 207, 208, 211, 219, 
220, 224, 232, 233, 235, 239, 241, 
246, 250, 284, 285, 296, 298, 299, 
300, 328, 329, 331, 333, 334, 335, 
336, 339, 340, 341, 342, 343, 344, 
365, 369, 371, 373 

silkman, 24, 210, 335 

skinner, 45,51, 52, 63, 73, 151, 172, 183, 
196, 207, 216, 221, 232, 296, 298, 323, 
328, 329, 330, 333, 335, 337, 341, 363, 
365, 367 

soapmaker, 23, 32, 47, 48, 53, 56, 63, 
186, 189, 190, 193, 194, 199, 207, 210, 
219, 220, 221, 222, 223, 246, 255, 256, 
257, 262, 264, 266, 267, 277, 284, 285, 
296, 297, 298, 299, 300, 330, 331, 333, 
335, 336, 337, 339, 346, 347, 349, 351, 
36, 369, 373 

stapler, 63, 251, 345 

stationer, 63, 208, 335 

steward, 253, 317, 347 

surgeon, 63, 204, 243, 335, 343 

tailor, 18, 32,56, 63, 121, 169, 170, 172, 
177, 181, 196, 203, 205, 206, 216, 217, 
218, 219, 220, 232, 235, 244, 245, 247, 
248, 251, 252, 258, 262, 278, 284, 285, 
296, 298, 299, 300, 315, 328, 329, 332, 
333, 335, 336, 337, 340, 341, 342, 344, 
345, 347, 349, 365, 367, 369, 371, 373, 
375 

tanner, 52, 57, 63, 114, 126, 172, 194, 
195, 198, 199, 204, 231, 253, 255, 278, 
297, 299, 313, 316, 331, 332, 333, 335, 
338, 339, 346, 347, 359, 367, 371, 373 

taverner, 76, 294, 303 

tucker, 11,51, 63, 150, 151, 191, 194, 
212, 278, 295, 296, 298, 299 

upholsterer, 63, 183, 189, 203, 211,219, 
220, 221, 253, 259, 296, 297, 329, 331, 
335, 337 

vicar, 17, 162, 166, 327 

vintner, 41,62, 63, 171, 177, 200, 204, 
210, 212, 216, 218, 221, 229, 234, 239, 
240, 241, 269, 278, 285, 299, 329, 333, 
335, 336, 337, 339, 341, 343, 369 

weaver, 51,52, 63,71, 133, 155, 157, 
194, 196, 206, 224, 231, 236, 277, 324, 
325, 333, 335, 339, 341, 353, 361, 363 

whittawer, 27, 41,51, 52,57, 59,63, 168, 
169, 193, 195, 196, 203, 217, 285, 298, 
326, 327, 329, 330, 332, 333, 337, 365, 
367 

wiredrawer, 56, 63, 170, 171, 211, 236, 
2298, 328, 335, 341, 365 


yeoman, 40, 64, 207, 224, 226, 230, 239, 
253, 254, 266, 268, 334, 339, 341, 343, 
347, 349, 351, 369 

Ordinances, 1575, 11, 13 
Orphans 

age at entry in ROR, 17, 18—20 

age of majority, 18, Appendix, Table 4 

apprenticeship, 23-4, 59 

boys, 26-7 

education, 23, 24 

girls, 28- 33, age at marriage, 28-30, 
husbands’ occupations, 32, husbands’ 
status, 30-2, marriage outside Bristol, 
30-1, 32-3, Appendix, Table 5 

illegitimacy, 33 

mortality, 21-2, 26, 33, 64, Appendix, 
Table 3 

obedience/behaviour, 24-6 

sex, 18-19 

siblings, separation of, 36-8, Appendix, 
Table 6 

wealth, 22 

Register of Recognizances 

appearance, 5-6, 8, 9 

contents, 1-2, 7 

dating of contents, 6, 67, 68 

New Register, 2 

pagination, 6-7 

purpose, 1, 2-3,9 

watermark, 6 

Ricart’s Kalendar. 5,9, 10 
Servants, 58-9 
Stepfathers 

civic status, Appendix, Table 9 

living outside Bristol, 47 

occupations, Appendix, Table 9 

Widows 
dower, 35 
freebench, 35 

guardians, 35-48, Appendix, Table 7 

legitim, 35 

remarriage, 41-3, 65, Appendix, Table 
8, speed of, 43-5, Appendix, Table 8, 
consequences of, 45-7, 48, outside 
Bristol, 47 

separation from children, 36-9, 40-41, 
64-5 

vowesses, 39-40 

vulnerability, 39-40 

wealth, 41 

Wills 

executors and overseers, 10,58 

Great Orphan Book of Wills, 3-5, 6 

probate, 11 

in relation to recognizances, 3—5 
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Bristol Streets and Named Places 
Avon Back, 84, 94 

Avon Bridge, 95, 116 

Baldwyn Street, 97, 104 

The Bars [/a Barres], 96 

Baste Street, 84 

Le Bowe, 72 

Broad Street, 106 

Broadmead, 78, 96 

Buldebury, 107 

Castle Mill, 106 

Christchurch, 244 

Christmas Street, 16, 209 

Corn Street, 96, 97 

The Crown Inn, 232 

Easton, 100 

Fish/Fisher Lane, 96, 110 

Grope Lane, 97 

The Guildhall [Gyhald], 1,2,9, 10, 11,35, 70, 84, 91,94, 159, 167, 176, 177, 190 
High Bristol [in alto Bristoll], 107 
High Street, 213, 268 

The Horse’s Head, 213 

The Key, 71, 76, 106 

The King’s Highway [regia via], 98 
Marsh Street, 96, 97 

Peril Street, 72 

The Pulley [/a Pulle], 96 

The Racks [les Rekkes], 72, 107 
Redcliff, district of, 72 

Redcliff Hill, 120 

Redcliff Street, 71, 85, 107, 108 
Redcliffe Church, 23, 27, 153 
Redland, 101 

Stapleton, 97 

St Ewen’s Church, 222 

St James’s Fair, 207 

St James’s parish, 217 

St John the Baptist’s Church, 16, 17, 209 
St Mark’s of Billeswyke or the Gaunts, 39, 40, 175, 178 
St Nicholas’s Church, 177, 245, 263 
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St Stephen’s Church and Cemetery, 96, 118, 
229 

St Thomas’s Church, 250 

St Thomas’s, district of, 72 

St Thomas’s Lane, 124 

St Werburgh’s Cemetery, 97 

Stackpool Street, 96 

Temple Church, 186, 232, 242, 243, 246 

Temple Gate, 98, 105 

Temple Street, 10,71, 95, 100, 105, 137, 231 

The Tolsey, 9, 220, 234, 250, 257, 258, 262, 
265, 269 

Tucker Street, 102, 107 

Winch Street, 73 

Wine Street, 213 

Worship Street, 84 


Places outside Bristol 

Almondsbury, Gloucestershire [Almesbury], 
18, 269 

Awre, Gloucestershire, 226 

Banbury, Oxfordshire, 33, 249, 285 

Barnstaple, Devon, 268, 351 

Bishop’s Lavington, Wiltshire, 139 

Brecknock, Wales, 49, 59, 217, 337 

Buckland, Dorset, 254 

Burton, Somerset, 240 

Butleigh, Somerset [Bodecley], 122 

Dam, Flanders, 161 


Devises, Wiltshire, 239, 343 

Dunkerton, Somerset, 268 

Evesham, Worcestershire, 110, 310, 

Exeter [Exon], 162, 327 

Gloucester 32, 87, 180 

Hutton, Somerset, 215 

Knowle, near Bristol [Knoll], 161, 167 

Limerick, Ireland, 61, 118, 358 

Littleton Hussey, Wiltshire, 139 

London, 3,9, 10, 18, 19, 21, 22, 24, 25, 26, 
27, 30, 31, 32, 35, 36, 42, 46, 47, 54, 153, 
156, 166, 169, 172, 173, 210, 261, 269, 
283, 284, 291, 293, 295, 297, 320, 321, 
327, 335,351 

Mappowder, Dorset, 254 

Marshfield, Gloucestershire, 261 

Middle Temple, London, 261 

Oxford, 219, 258, 333, 337, 347 

Peglinch, Somerset, 268 

Poulton, Gloucestershire, 226, 339, 

Shaftesbury Abbey, Dorset, 28, 176 

Shepton Mallett, Somerset, 24, 218 

Siston, Gloucestershire, 31, 146, 283 

Stanley, Wiltshire, 47, 174 

Tetbury, Wiltshire, 124,317 

Wells, Somerset, 39, 47, 139, 145, 148, 159, 
171, 254, 290, 295, 323, 325, 347 

West Hewish, Somerset, 215 

Yatton, Somerset, 268, 351 
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ABRAHAM, Adam, 140, 289, 294, 320 

ACTON TURVYLLE de, John, 71, 282 

ADAMS/ADDAMS, families, 221—2, 255, 
368, 372, Agnes/Anne, 225, Mary, 285, 
Joan, Richard, 251,345, Robert, 181, 
182, Roger, 299, 336, Thomas, 57,58, 
199, 255, 300, 332, 346 

ADDIES, John, 207, 335 

ADNETT, family, 179, 364, Edward, John, 
57, 328, William, 4, 65, 328 

ADNEY, family, 195-6, 366, Margaret, 34, 
Nicholas, 34, Richard, 34, 280, Robert, 
34, Thomas, 4, 298, 332 

ALBON, family, 96-8, 286, 354, Agnes, 34, 
38, 308, Joan, 2, 25,54, 102, Margaret, 
277, Thomas, 2, 74, 83, 102, 308 

ALDWORTH(E), Robert, 251, 252, 347, 
Thomas, 59, 62, 173, 174, 184, 187, 188, 
190, 195, 197, 201, 208, 209, 210, 220, 222, 
223, 226, 229, 230, 233, 235, 237, 239, 240, 
241, 242,245, 248, 250, 257, 266, 267, 268, 
269, 270, 331, 335, 338, 339, 340 

ALEYN, family, 107, 356, Richard, 310, 
Robert 

ALFLATT, Robert, 189, 331 

ALKYNE/ALKYN/ALKINE, family, 
189-90, 366, Elizabeth, 191, 193, 284, 
Frances, 191, 193, Joan, 191, 193, 292, 
330, John, 191, 193, 219, 331, 337, 
Margaret, 191, 193,277, Michael, 191, 
193, Richard, 23, 191, 193, 296, 298, 
Robert, 191, 193, Sara, 6, 23, 24, 29, 191, 
193, 284, 330, Susanna, 6, 23, 24, 191, 
193, 280, William, 191, 193, 280 

ANDERSON, Cornelius, 245, 345 


ANDREWES, John, 239, 248, 344 

APHOWELL/APPOWELL/APPOWLE, see 
POWELL 

APOWEN, family, 188, 366, Edward, 
Elizabeth, Margaret, 291, Richard, 
Thomas, 296, 298, 330 

APPRICE/APRICE (alias EVANS), family, 
191, 366, Elizabeth, Joan, 292, John, 
Margery, Thomas, 186, 187, 296, 298, 
330, William 

ARGLEYS, John, 30, 94, 282 

ARTHUR, John, 166, 326, William, 166, 
326 

ARVAS, Richard, 31, 147, 283 

AS(S)CHTON/ASHTON/ASTON de, 
family, 71, 352, Amisia, Geoffrey, 91, 
306, Isabel, 282, John, 302, Walter, 277 

ASHE/ASSHE/ASSCH, family, 163-4, 362, 
Joan, 46, 290, John, 61, 209, 217, 334, 
Richard, 135, 319, Robert, 49, 165, 280, 
Thomas, 4,51, 165, 295, 326 

ASHURST, Richard, 199, 333 

ATENOK, Richard, 72, 303 

ATKYN, John, 87, 282 

ATTE BERUGH/BERWE/BARUGH, family, 
141-2, 360, John, 87, 305, Margaret, 320, 
Peter, 61, 122, 126, 130, 138, 319, 320, 
321 

ATTE CELER, John, 76, 82, 108, 305 

ATTE DYCHE, Thomas, 83, Alice, 83, 304 

ATTEFORDE, William, 74, 303 

ATTE HAITI, Thomas, 130 

ATTE HALLE, family, 132-3, 360, 
Christina, Philip, 318, Richard, 23-4 

ATTE HATCHE, Robert, 120, 314 


Index of Personal Names 


ATTE RES, family, 122, 358, Alice, 10, 21, 
65, 277, Richard, 10, 21, 65, 316 

Thomas, 10, 21, 65, 122,277, 358 

ATTE WALLE, family, 79, 352, Cecilia, 
21, Christina, 304, Elizabeth, 113, 312, 
Isabel, 21, 282, Joan, 113, 358, John, 21, 
27, 304, Margaret, 21, Matilda, 21, 282, 
Richard, 27,21, Robert, 21, 27, 96, 100, 
113, 309, 312, 358 

ATTE WELLE, family, 106, 356, Joan, 41, 
310, John, 310 

ATTE WODE, Peter, 134, 318 

AUST/AWSTE, family, 245-6, 372, 
Elizabeth, 263, John, 62, 263, 300, 344, 
Mary, 344, Robert, 263, William, 263 

AXEBRUGGE de, family, 83, 352, Isabel, 
304, John, 53, 304, Robert, William 

AXESON, family, 247, 372, Thomas, 4, 344 

AYLMER, John, 143, 290, 295, 320 

AYSHEFORD, Richard, 237, 341 

AYTCHARDE, Thomas, 264, 349 


BABB(E)CARY/BABCARY de, Henry, 77, 
80, 303, 305, Thomas, 60, 81, 87, 88, 92, 
93, 94, 98,99, 100, 102, 103, 105, 106, 
107, 305, 306, 307, 309, 311 

BABTISEBERGH, John, 101 

BADECOK, family, 92, 354, Margaret/ 
Julian, 282, Robert 

BADMAN/BODMAN/BODMIN, families, 
215, 216, 286, 368, Anne, 285, Elizabeth, 
6, 49, 225, 231, Henry, 112, 231, 281, 
Joan, 231, 281, John, 215, Thomas, 
William, 231, 299, 336 

BAGOT, Clement, 153, 156 

BAGPATH, John, 58, 143, 144, 322 

BAKARE le, William, 73, 303 

BAKER, Walter, 222, 337 

BAKER ALIAS SPICER/SPYCER, family, 
17, 18, 26, 174-7, 364, Alice, 28, 57, 
Ann, 28, 283, Elizabeth, see family, Joan, 
29, 31, 283, Magdalene, 25, Margaret, 
277, Matilda, 22,277, Maud, 22, 24, 28, 
39-40, 43,57, 326, Thomas, 24—5, 28, 
39, 42,51,52,57, 277, 326 

BALDWYN, George, 220, 336 

BALLARDE/BOL(L)ARDYN(B), family, 
170, 364, Alice, Anne alias SYLL, 328, 
William 

BANEWELL, Agnes,89, 279, 354, John, 89, 
279, 306, 354 

BANNEBURY, John, 118, 139, 143, 320, 
Thomas, 128, 317 

BARETTE, William, 147 
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BARKER/BAKER, John, 229, 245, 339, 
349, Richard, 266, 348, Thomas, 244—5, 
344 

BARNARD, John, 24, 218, 336 

BARNES/BARNCE, Clement, 221, 337, 
John, 62, 191, 205, 209, 219, 221, 226, 
244, 254, 268, 331,337 

BARONS, John, 13, 190, 209, 284 

BAROW, John, 13, 206, 334, 335 

BAREWE de, Richard, 86, 305 

BARRY, John, 82, 305 

BARSTAPLE/BARDESTAPLE/ 
BERSTAPLE de, John, 129, 134, 135, 
136, 137, 139, 140, 146, 150, 318, 319, 
321, Ralph, 104, 310 

BARTELMEW, John, 181, 291, 296, 328 

BARTELOT, Agnes, 71 

BASDALE, Richard, 194, 332 

BATEMAN, John, 177,328 

BATHE de, families, 93-4, 109, 123, 286, 
354, 356, 358, Alice, 17, 30, 282, Joan, 
47, 123, 289, John, 51,53, 60, 61, 111, 
115, 116, 120, 279, 294, 310, 313, 314, 
315,316, Margaret, 29, 30, 282, Robert, 
22, 306 

BATT, John, 79, 305 

BATTEN, John, 222, 247, 248, 285, 337, 
345 

BATTES, John, 118,315 

BAUGHE, Charles, 257, James, 257 

BAYLEY, Francis, 243-4, 342 

BAYNHAM,, family, 198-9, 366, Richard, 
299, 332, Thomas, 58, Walter, 207, 335 

BAYON, Agnes, 157, Robert, 157 

BEALE, Henry, 194, 333 

BEALECHIER, Henry, 

BEAUFLOUR, family, 111, 356, Geoffrey, 
87, 92, 99, 104, 312, Margaret 

BEAUMEYS, family, 106, 356, John, 34, 
90, 277, 310, Margaret 

BEAUPERO, John, 149, 290, 295, 322 

BEAUPYNE, Thomas, 117, 121, 122, 123, 
124, 126,317 

BEELL, family, 177-8, 364, Alice, 177-8, 
364, Henry, Katherine, 25, 40, 45, 47, 
291,326, Thomas, 25, 295, 326 

BEENY, Robert, 236, 341, William, 236, 341 

BELECHERE, Thomas, 96 

BENBOWE, William, 63, 246, 345 

BENET/BENETT, Thomas, 39, 145, 322, 
Edward, 199, 292, 297, 332 

BENTLEY, Edward, 249, 285, Robert, 33, 
249-50, 285 

BERKELE, family, 126, 358, John, 51,316 
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BERNARD, family, 75, 352, Alice, 289, 
302, John, 75, 81,294, 302, Margaret, 
25,81 

BESTE, John, 44, 108 

BETESLEGH de/BETUSLEYE, family, 
110, 356, Joan, William, 100, 312 

BETESTON/BYDDESTON, family, 139, 
360, John, Richard, 64, 320, Thomas, 320 

BETTE(S), family, 207, 368, Thomas, 17, 
40, 248, 255, Welthian, 17, 40, 248, 255, 
334 

BETTERTON, John, 243, 343 

BIGGS, John, 171, 329 

BIRD(E)/BRYD(D)/B YRDE/BURD(E), 
family, 166, 364, Agnes, 171, John, 169, 
William, 12,62, 164, 165, 171, 172, 184, 
229, 238, 246, 249, 251,252, 255, 259, 
261,291, 297, 327, 328, 329, 331, 339 

BISSE/BYSSE, John, 268, 351, Peter, 256, 
347, Richard, 268, 351 

BITFIELD/BYTTFIELD, Giles, 42, 63, 
222, 292, 297, William, 62, 222, 339 

BLAKE, Nicholas, 56, 186, 188, 291, 296, 
328, 331, 335,345, 349 

BLAKEMORE, Richard, 154,290, 295 

BLAN(N)KET, family, 117-8, 358, 
Christina, 10, 85, Edmund, 46, 61, 111, 
112, 124, 277, 294, 313, 314, Gregory, 
102, 309, Isabel, 25, 30, 31, 282, John, 
10, 85, 96, 111, 304, 313, Margaret, 44, 
46, 56, 289, Richard, 72, 303, Thomas, 
73, 74, 76, 81, 85, 302, 303 

BLEKKER, John, 36, 149, 322 

BLOUNT, Thomas, 48, 138, 151, 289, 294, 
320 

BLUNTE, James, 62, 243, 250, 253, 343, 
345,347 

BODMAN see BADMAN 

BOLTON/BOULTON, John, 31, 147, 187, 
264, 265, 283, 349 

BONDE, Richard, 172, 329 

BONT, John, 114, 313 

BORDE, family, 130-31, 360, Agnes, 
Elizabeth, 21-2, 277, 360, John, 318, 360, 
Margaret, 21-2, 30, 283 

BORUGHULL/BOROGHULL/ 
BERUGHULL, John, 141, 290, 294, 320 

BOSDEN, Sir Edward, 41, 56, 233-4, 292, 
297, 340 

BOSSWELL/BOSWELL, family, 259, 
372, Elizabeth, John, 261, 281, 300, 348, 
Richard, 243, 265, 343, 349, William, 
261,281 

BOTENER, Thomas, 130, 319 
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BOUGHAN, family, 69-70, 148, 362, Joan, 
38, 44-5, 46, 290, William, 45, 46, 143, 
295, 321, 322 

BOUNT, Agnes, 133,318, John, 48, 116, 133 

BOURNE, John, 125, 317 

BOWMAN, Roger, 62, 253, 255, 261, 347, 
349 

BOYDELL, family, 212-3, 368, Alice, 

285, Anne, Benjamin, Elizabeth, 41, 
336, Giles, 281, John, 41, 278, 299, 336, 
Nicholas, 278, Ralph, 278, Richard, 278, 
Robert, 281, William, 281 

BRACY/BRACTI, family, 140, 360, Agnes, 
Matilda, 320, William, 320 

BREWARE le, family, 104, 356, John, 
Roger, 83, Thomas, Walter 

BRINSTON/BRINSDON/BRYNSDON, 
family, 261-2, 374, Dorothy, John, 
William 

BRISTOWE, John, 122, 315 

BROKE/BROOK/BROCKE, John, 155, 
156, 277, 290, 295, 324, Michael, 130, 
Thomas, 129, 130, 212, 263, 318, 348 

BROKWORTH/BROKEWORTH, family, 
144, 360, Agnes, 46, John, 156, Richard, 
295 

BROMDON/BREMDON de, John, 72, 302, 
Richard, 104, 112,116,117,313,315 

BROOKINGE, Richard, 236, 340 

BROUN(B), family, 125-6, 358, Edmund, 
158, 324, Joan, Margaret, 125-6, 316, 
Nicholas, 43, 46, 162, 175, 176, 291, 295, 
Robert, 316 

BROUNEUESYNGE, David, 74, 104, 111, 
311,313 

BROWN(EB), John, 190, 193, 206, 210, 220, 
221, Philip, 196, 333, Richard, 245, 345, 
Roger, 246, William, 172, 329 

BRYAN, Humphrey, 266, 348 

BRYD, see BIRD 

BUCKFORD(B), John, 199, 251, 333, 347 

BULBEC/BULLEBER, Agnes, 160, 362, 

John, 160, 362, William, 51, 160, 362 

BULGE, family, 83, 352, Agnes, 59, Amice, 

William, 304 

BUNDE le, William, 81, 305 

BURDE, see BIRD 

BURFORD, Thomas, 139, 321 

BURGEYS, Richard, 89, 307 

BURTON/BORTON, John, 44, 47, 131, 

132, 136, 158, 289, 294, 325 

BUSHER, Robert, 247, 248, 345, William, 

247, 344 

BUSSHOPPE, William, 246, 345 
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BUST, Thomas, 91, 307 

BUTCHER, John, 248 

BUTLER, Elizabeth, 49, 170, 328, 329, 
Robert, 49, 170, William, 238, 341 

BYRD(E), see BIRD 

BYSSE, see BISSE 

BYTTFIELD, see BITTFIELD 


CABLE, Mathew, 254, 347 

CALF(E), Ann, 49, 202-3, Henry, 4-5, 42, 
57, 135, 290, 294, 321, Katherine, 4-5, 
42,118 

CALLOWHILL/CALLOHYLL, family, 10, 
50, 55, 228, 370, Christopher, 23, 281, 
Constance, Elizabeth, 278, Philip, 23, 
281, Thomas, 23, 62, 213, 250, 257, 260, 
299, 338, 345, 347, 349 

CALVERLEY, William, 194, 333 

CAMMELL, Robert, 135, 319 

CANDEVER/CANDELE, John, 119, 127, 
128, 316 

CANYNGE(S), family, 152-4, 362, Agnes, 
277, Joan, 47, John, 22, 31,51, 53, 120, 
125, 127, 130, 132, 133, 135, 138, 144, 
290, 295, 315, 319, 324, Margaret, 31, 
277, Simon, 140, 321, Thomas, 27, 31, 
46, 158, 280, 283, William, 23, 27, 31, 
111, 113, 118, 120, 122, 123, 164, 279, 
312 

CAPISCOT, family, 151, 362, John, 4, 22, 
Thomas, 52, 322, William, 322 

CAPON, John, 74, 303 

CAREY/CARY/CARIE, family, 141, 
360, Agnes, 44, 290, Alice, 144, John, 
171, Richard, 170, 184, 186, 187, 329, 
William, 144, 180, 181, 251, 253, 294, 
320, 347 

CARLETON, Hugh, 126, 129, 137, 317, 
319, 321 

CARPENTER/CARPYNTER, families, 
114-5, 120-1, 145, 286, 358, 362, Agnes, 
45, 119, 294, Alice, 39, 151, 314, John, 
Margaret, Richard, 314, Robert, 119, 294, 
Thomas, 151, 279, 313, 322, Thomasina, 
Walter 

CARO(E), John, 62, 210, 216, 221, 239, 
335, 337,343 

CARR, William, 59, 170, 181, 183, 217 

CASTEL, John, 112, 135,312, 321 

CAUNTERBURY, John, 151, 323 

CESSILL/SESSEL, David, 243, 343, John, 
179, 329 

CHAMBERS, family, 245, 372, Alice, 281, 
John, 281, 300, 344, William, 344 


CHAMIGIUS/CHAUNGIUS, Henry, 115, 
314 

CHAPLEYN/CHAPELEYN, family, 37, 
286, 360, Isabel, Matilda, 318, Thomas, 
318, William, 279 

CHARM, Robert, 87, 307 

CHAUNDLER, John, 206, 334, Robert, 
257, 346, 347 

CHEDDRE de, family, 129-30, 360, Joan, 
Richard, 279, Robert, 4, 10,50, 53, 88, 
92, 100, 108, 109, 111, 115, 123, 306, 
308, 315, 318, William, 99, 107, 123, 282 

CHEKKELEGH, family, 91, 354, John, 48, 
William, 306 

CHEPMAN, Nicholas, 95, 308 

CHESTER/CHESTRE/CHESTOUR, 
families, 193, 256-7, 286, 366, 372, 
Alice, 166, Dominic, 27, 57, 186, 
187, Edward, 27, 192, 297, 331, 346, 
Elizabeth, Henry, 166, 280, James, 57, 
John, 161, 169, 325,327, Mary, Quintus, 
185, Thomas, 27, 184, 192, 193, Walter, 
William, 27,57, 169, 203, 298, 329, 330, 
333 

CHICHELEWE, John, 127, 317 

CHICKE, Hugh, 254, 346 

CLARK(B), John, 62, 196, 198,210, 241, 
333,335, Richard, 196, 204, 333, 335 

CLASBOCK, family, 205-6, 368, Alice, 
13, Elizabeth, Jane, John, 334, Maud, 21, 
278, Roger, 220, William 

CLEMENTE, Thomas, 262, 349 

CLEMOND, family, 199, 366, Elizabeth, 
48, 292, Thomas, William, 57, 296, 299, 
332 

CLERKE/CLERK le, families, 77, 120, 
131, 166-7, Christina, Egidia, John, 51, 
77, 122, 123, 279, 302, 316, 326, 327, 
Richard, 314, Robert, 91, 306, Thomas, 
318, William, 165, 327 

CLOUDE, John, 125, 283 

CLYVE/CLEVE, John, 143, 147, 155, 156, 
323,325 

CNOLL de, John, 78, 352, Richard, 78, 304, 
352 

COBYNDON/COBYNTON de, families, 
126, 128, 358, 360, Agnes, 4—5, Cecilia, 
Henry, 4-5, 102, 113, 309, 313, 316, 
John, 97, 98, 100, 108, 311, Katherine, 
4-5, 316, Richard, 4-5, 57, 317, 318, 
William, 31, 156, 283 

CODER, Agnes, 167, William, 7,50, 51, 53, 
159, 167, 326, 364 


392. = Orphans, Widows and Guardians in Medieval and Early Modern Bristol 


COGAN, family, 17,21, 161-2, 362, 
Agnes, 45, 291, Guy, James, Joan, 164, 
John, 163, 164, 165, 166, 295, 326, 327, 
Thomas, 43, 46,51, 324, William 

COKAY, William, 112, 313 

COKERELL, Henry, 137,321 


COKKYS/COKKES, James, 129, 146, 153, 
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COLE, John, 160, 245, 345, Richard, 60, 


61, 62, 185, 186, 187, 209, 210, 216, 217, 


220, 225, 229, 239, 241, 247, 270, 335, 
339, William, 264, 265, 266, 348, 349, 
Nicholas, 221 


COLLENS/COLLINS/COLYNS, John, 255, 
266, 347, 349, Robert, 141, 283, Thomas, 


155, 324, William, 31, 146, 283 
COLMAN, Thomas, 181, 291, 296, 328 
COLSTON/COLSTONNE, families, 174, 


260-1, 354, 374, Ann, Christopher, Edith, 
47, 48, 292, George, 1, 281, Hugh, 48, 86, 


304, Lawrence, Michael, 47, 296, 298, 
330, Robert, Susan, Thomas, 83, 132, 
186, 187, 201, 218, 219, 220, 221, 233, 
304, 305, William, 27, 40, 129, 258, 281, 
283, 348 

COLTHIRST, Edward, 258, 293, 297, 346 

COLVILLE/COLVILE, Robert, 147, 156, 
324, Walter, 152 

COLWELL, family, 167-8, 364, William, 
23,49, 53, 58, 280 

COL(L)YN(G)TON de, John, 91, 94, 96, 
97, 98, 99, 102, 307, 309 

COMBE/COUMBK(S), Julian, 92, 306, 

William, 92, 94,95, 104, 105, 107, 108, 

115, 116, 126, 310, 311, 315 

COMBER/CUMBER, John, 142, 320 

COMPTON de, family, 92-3, 286, 354, 

Agnes, 279, Eleanor, 279, Joan, 279, 

John, 306, Jordan, 306 

CONNINGHAM, Thomas, 173, 331 

CONYS, Henry, 240 

COOKE, family, 266, 287, 374, Alice, 
Arthur, Bartholomew, 249, Elizabeth, 
Richard, William, 4, 17, 63, 300, 348 

COSTON/COSSOM, family, 217-8, 368, 
Alice, Anne, Francis, 4, 49, 53, 224, 235, 
299, 336, Lewis, 24, 49,59, 65, 224, 235 

COTHER, John, 199, 333 

COTON, John, 153 

COTTRELL, family, 209-210, 368, Alice, 
13, 211, 284, Andrew, 241, 343, James, 
13, 17, 60, 227, 280, John, 52, 53, 61, 
211, 227, 299, 334, Katherine, 211 


COTYLER/COTELER, Alice, 34, 50, 114, 
Hugh, 87, 305 

COURTE/COUNTE, Richard, 207, 235, 
334, 341 

COVYNTRE de, Thomas, 91, 93, 101, 307, 
309 

COWPER, William, 181, 329 

COXE, Edmund, 247, 345, Thomas, 228, 
338 

CRABBE, John, 89, 306 

CRADDOCKE, Thomas, 195, 332 

CRIPS, family, 104-5, 356, William, 310 

CROMEWELL, John, 217, 336 

CROMPE, family, 237, 370, Alice, 34, 53, 
George, 4, 50,59, John, 299, 340 

CROOCKE, William, 243, 343 

CROPENHULL de, John, 71, William, 71, 
302 

CROSBY, Nicholas, 182 

CUFFE, John, 150, 151, 290, 295, 322 

CULLIMER, John, 259, 348 

CURREY/CUREY/CURRYE, family, 236, 
286, 370, Margery, 250, 278, William, 
340 

CURTEIS/CURTIES/CURTEYS, families, 
72,214, 352, 368, Agnes, Christina, 34, 
Elizabeth, 336, John, 81,82, 299, 336, 
Margaret, 34, Marjorie, Thomas, William, 
302 

CUTT, John, 181, 186, 188, Nicholas, 216, 
337 

CYRELL, Thomas, 236, 341 


DAIVID/DAVID, Robert, 163, 327 

DALESBERGH, John, 113, 313 

DANYELL, Thomas, 5, 128, 135, 137, 318, 
319, 321 

DAPPLEGH, family, 85, 352, Richard, 304, 
Roger, 10,51, 52, 277, 304 

DAVELLS, William, 209 

DAVYS/DAVIS, family, 357-8, 372, Edith, 
47, 293, 346, Giles, 225, 339, Henry, 186, 
187, Joan, 6, 32, 267, 285, Thomas, 265, 
349, Walter, 32, 62, 64, 174, 198, 231, 
267, 269, 285, 297, 300, 331, 339, 346, 
351 

DAWES/DAWER, William, 220, 244, 345 

DECONSON, Miles, 215, 337, Thomas, 186 

DEERE/DEARE/DEER, family, 231-2, 
370, Henry, John, Maud, Roger, 340, 
William 

DEANN/DENE de, families, 112-3, 113, 
356, 358, Alice, 282, Elizabeth, 279, 
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John, 103, 279, 310, 312, Richard, 84, 90, 
99, 101, 104, 282, 311,312, Roger 

DENEBAWD, family, 26, 116-7, 358, 
Agnes, Avicia, 44, 289, Elizabeth, Joan, 
John, Thomas, 294, 314 

DENY NGE/DENNYNGE, John, 74, 302, 
Walter, 256, 347 

DERBY, family, 77, 352, Margaret, 25,58, 
John, 73, 303, Walter, 60,93, 94, 98, 
101, 102, 103, 104, 106, 107, 108, 111, 
112, 113, 115, 116, 117, 119, 123, 125, 
126, 127, 128, 311, 312, 313, 315, 317, 
William, 302 

DERNEFORD, family, 37, 133-4, 286, 360, 
Alice, 318, Joan, 17, John, Richard, 57, 
318, Stephen 

DESPESER, Simon, 217, 337 

DEVENYSSH/DEVENYSCH, Nicholas, 
45, 46, 57, 145, 153, 156, 157, 158, 290, 
295 

DIXON, Thomas, 207, 335 

DONNE, see DUNNE 

DOSI/DOSY, family, 99, 354, Agnes, Miles, 
77, 302, 308 

DOWLE/DOWEL, family, 183-4, 366, 
Arthur, 280, Elizabeth, 45,47, 291, 
James, 63, 182, 192, 296, 298, 328, John, 
192, 280, Joseph, 244, 285, Roger, 75, 
303 

DOWNE, family, 142-3, 286, 360, Thomas, 
Agnes, 144, William, 144, 320 

DOWTYE, John, 254, 347 

DRAK, John, 86, 305 

DRAPER/DRAPER le, family, 74, 286, 
352, John, 81, 147, 155, 197, 302, 332, 
Matell, Nicholas, Richard, 302, William, 
190, 249, 292, 297, 302, 344 

DREWETT/DRUETT, John, 56, 188, 194, 
291, 296, 330, 333 

DROYS, Isabel, 49, Joan, 49, 325, John, 
49,70, 139, 141, 146, 147, 148, 152 

DRU, John, 90, 282 

DUBBARE le, Adam, 90, 306, Eleanor, 48, 
306 

DUDBROKE/DEDBROKE, David, 146, 
147, 152, 322, 325, Robert, 128, 130, 
131, 138, 147, 149, 152, 290, 295, 318, 
321, 323, 324 

DUDMYSTER, Richard, 203 

DUNNE/ DUNE/DONN/DONNE, John, 
252, 253, 346, William, 203, 335 

DUNNYNG, family, 85, 352, John, Robert, 
304 
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DUNSTER, family, 154-5, 362, Isabel, 324, 
John, 324, William, 27 

DURE de, William, 91, 307 

DURNHAM, Robert, 121, 283 

DYARE/DYAR/DIARE/DYER, family, 114, 
358, Ralph, 312, Robert, Roger, 125, 289, 
294, 316, Walter, William, 244, 343 

DYES, William, 251, 347 


EAGLESFIELD/EGLESFEILD/ 
EGGLESFEILDE/EGLESFIELDE, John, 
62, 242, 243, 249, 252, 259, 342, 344, 
349 

EDDYE, John, 349, 261 

EDMUND, Richard, 81, 305 

EDWARDES, family, 263, 374, Edmund, 
53,58, 281, Sampson, 348 

ELE, William, 127, 316 

ELLIOTT(E), family, 247-8, 286, 372, 
Elizabeth, Henry, 34, 344, Thomas, 34 

ELLIS/ELLYS, Robert, 199, 333, William, 
12, 62, 233, 240, 254, 260, 261, 262, 268, 
343, 349 

ENGLYSSCH, John, 159 

ERLE, Thomas, 149, 323 

ERLYNGHAM/EILYNGHAM, William, 
110, 125, 126, 313, 317 

EROTH, William, 177, 329 

ESTERFIELD, John, 161, 325 

ESTGATE/ESTEGATE, family, 181-2, 366, 
Agnes, 291, Oliver, 280, Robert, 296, 
298, 328 

EVENETT, family, 10, 50,55, 230, 370, 
Alice, Edward, Florence, Jane 

EVERED, family, 68, 224, 231,370, Joan, 
49, 67, 281, William, 4, 338 

EXCESTRE, John, 133, 319, Nicholas, 146, 
152, 158,322, 325, Philip, 134, 142, 318, 
321 

EXEBRUGG(E), family, 127, 358, Agnes, 
Richard, 316 

EYR/HEYR le, family, 22, 95,354, Edward, 
John, 308, William, 72, 282 

EYVERTON, Richard, 251,345 


FAIRE le, Matthew, 89, 307 

FAIRMAY, family, 73-4, 352, Edith, Joan, 
38, 82, John, 82, 302 

FARMER, Thomas, 61, 234, 341 

FAWKETT, Thomas, 59, 208, 217, 223, 
335, 336, 339 

FAYREFORD, family, 103-4, 356, Margaret, 
34, Thomas, 34, 50, William, 310 
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FELDE, John, 122, 315 

FELTER/FELTER le, family, 86, 354, John, 
Thomas, 145, 149, 323, William, 304 

FESSE, Walter, 162, 326 

FINSTOR, Thomas, 125, 317 

FISCH/FISSH(E)/FYSSH, Thomas, 31, 
138, 153, 155,283, 325 

FISSHER/FYSCHER, family, 183, 366, 
Ann, John, 45, 135, 139, 159, 296, 298, 
328, Katherine, 291, Mary 

FISSHEWERE, John, 84, 305 

FITZJEFFREY, Thomas, 218 

FLAXALL, Thomas, 168, 327 

FLETCHER, John, and see PAINE, 128, 
283 

FLEWELLYN, Maurice, 171 

FLOWER, Christopher, 194, 195, 332 

FLUYT, family, 146, 362, Agnes, 29, 30 
31, 283, 290, John, 134, 295, 319, 322 

FOLIOT, John, 101, 309 

FORDE, Joan, 34,50, 166, 364, John, 166, 
364 

FORSTAL, family, 17, 73, 286, 352, 
Alice, 37, 302, Matilda, Simon, 37, 302, 
William, 37 

FORSTER, Adam, 150, 322, 362, Alice, 
150, 322, John, 150, 362, Richard, 160, 
324,325 

FOURDE, Thomas, 204, 334 

FOXCOMBE, Walter, 7, 158, 159, 290, 295, 
324 

FOXHULL, William, 137, 321 

FOYE, Alice, 34—5, 197-8, William, 50, 
197-8 

FRAUNC(E)IS/FRAUNCEYS le, family, 
75-6, 352, Agnes, 302, Everard, 72,74, 
75, 76, 77, 80, 83, 84, Hugh, 118, 314, 
Joan, 82, John, 100, Vincent, 71, 82, 302, 
303 

FREME, family, 160, 362, Alice, 290, 
Elizabeth, Joan, Nicholas, 46, 53, 295, 
324 

FRENCH(B), family, 201-2, 223-4, 370, 
Anne, 338, Edward, 225, 299, 338, 
Katherine, 225, 285, Richard, 225, 281, 
Toby, 281 

FRENSCH(E)/FRENSH(E)/FRENSSH(E), 
le, Henry, 111,282, Reginald, 92, 98, 
101, 102, 103,111, 313 

FRERE, family, 37, 155-6, 286, 362, Henry, 
Joan, 31, 45, 283, 290, John, 277, 295, 
324, Richard, Robert, 280, Thomas 

FROME, William, 130, 137, 140, 145 
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FROMPTON, de, families, 94, 108, 354, 
356, Henry, 308, Hugh, 44, 88, 307, 
310, John, 44, 89, 277, 306, Matilda, 44, 
310, Walter, 60, 87, 88, 92, 96, 104, 105, 
111, 114, 121, 125, 309, 311, 313, 317, 
William, 279 

FULBROKE, John, 132,137,282, 319, 321 

FUSTEN/FUSTER le, family, 87-8, 354, 
Nicholas, 74, 306, Roger, 279 

FYTELTON, Elizabeth, 137, John, 137 


GALYOT, family, 159, 362, Agnes, 
Elizabeth, Margery, Margaret, 47, 290, 
John, 51, 295, 324, Walter, 59, 83, 304 

GARDINER LE/GARDYNER/ 
GARDENER, family, 139, 360, John, 
87, 90, 93, 99, 149, 277, 306, 307, 309, 
Robert, 61,64, 119, 127, 149, 320 

GARRETT, Elizabeth, 219, 336, Robert, 
219, 336 

GAYWODE, John, 163 

GIBBES/GYBBE/GIBBS, William, 205, 
211, 224, 335, 338 

GILDENAY/GILDENEY, Henry, 153, 154, 
158 

GITTENS/GYTTINS/ GYTTONS, family, 
258, 260, 372, 374, Elizabeth, Mary, 40, 
261, 346, 348, Thomas, 281, William, 1, 
27, 40, 50, 237, 300, 341, 346 

GITTO, John, 219, 337, Morgan, 171 

GLASTONBURY/GLASTYNGBURY/ 
GLASTYNGBURI de, Thomas, 96, 106, 
113, 119, 289, 294, 308, 313,315 

GLISON, Walter, 198 

GLOUCESTRE, Thomas, 144, 150, 323 

GODE, Thomas, 151, 323 

GODESHALF/AGODESHALUE/A 
GODESHALPE, Roger, 76, 79, 282, 
Thomas, 73, 302 

GOODAWLE, Elizabeth, 247 

GOODMAN, Joan, 49, 224, Thomas, 224, 
244, 339, 343 

GOOS/GOCE, family, 111, 356, Joan, 282, 
John, Katherine, Margaret, Thomas, 61, 
88, 306, 312 

GOSNELL/GOSNALL, Richard, 190, 246, 
267, 284, 351 

GOUGH/GOUGHE, family, 264-6, 287, 
374, Alice, Anne, Elizabeth, 267, 278, 
George, Henry, 1, 49,55, 267, 300, 348, 
John, 6, 18, 264, 281, Matthew, Peter, 
226, 266, 285, 348, Richard, 32, 244, 245, 
285, 343 
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GOWER/GOORE/GOARE, family, 250, 
372, Alice, 32, 285, Edward, 233, 341, 
James, 281, John, Margaret, 344, Richard, 
344 

GRATELE/GRATELEE, Robert, 127, 316 

GRAUNGE, family, 107, 356, John, 310, 
Thomas 

GRAUNT (alias WYOOTE?), family, 145, 
360, Anne, 260, Henry, Isabel, 158, 290, 
Robert, 295, 322 

GRAYE/GRAIE, family, 204—5, 368, Alice, 
56, 292, George, 280, 297, 299, 334, 
John, 243, 343 

GRENE/GREENE, Robert, 179, 291, 296, 
328, Thomas, 238, 341, Walter, 179, 329 

GRENEWAYE, Richard, 183 

GREVYLE, William, 175, 176 

GREVES, Thomas, 257, 346, William, 258, 
347 

GRIFFITH/GRIFFETH/GRIFFYTH(E), 
family, 249-50, 286, 372, Elizabeth, 47, 
292, Henry, 215, 216, 232, 251, 285, 337, 
341, Hugh, 62, 187, 258, 268, 345, 347, 
351, John, 190, Mary, 261, Matilda, 262, 
Thomas, 189, 190, 261. 262, 297, 300, 
331, 344, William, 160, 233, 290, 295, 
324, 344 

GRIE, Richard, 265, 349 

GRIGG(E)/GRYGGE, family, 170-1, 364, 
Alice, 56, 291, Christiana, Joan, John, 
Juliana, Mary, Robert, 171, 296, 298, 328 

GRUBBE, Thomas, 239, 343 

GUNNINGE, John, 268, 285 

GURDLER le, Martin, 79, 305 

GURNEY, John, 178 

GUY/GY, family, 60, 158-9, 362, Alice, 
290. Elizabeth, Henry, John, 7,9, 51, 
265, 295, 324, 349, Margaret, Thomas, 
Henry 

GUYN/GWYNNE/GWYE, Philip, 193, 
235, 239, 331, 340, 343, Thomas, 195, 
235, 333, 341 

GUYTYNG, Walter, 110,310 

GWILLM, Humfrey, 206, 335 

GYENE/GUYENE/GYEN, Robert, 71, 75, 
76, 80, 81, 83, 84, 85, 93,95, 99, 309, 
William, 140, 321 


HABEL, Matthew, 266 

HAGGALL, John, 171 

HA(C)KESTON/HAKSTON/ 
HARKESTON de, John, 98, 108, 110, 
311 
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HAIL/HAYL, families, 80, 119, 352, 
358, Agnes, 314, Christina, 304, Joan, 
17, John, 279, Margaret, 17, 30, 282, 
William, 45, 89, 94, 103, 106, 114, 115, 
116, 289, 294, 304, 307, 308, 311, 312, 
131,314,315 

HALL/HALLE, family, 140-1, 360, 
Christina, 45, Joan, 283, Thomas, 294, 
320 

HALLEWEY/HALEWEY/HALLWAY/ 
HALLEWEYE, family, 76, 82, 352, 
Christina, 289, 302, Isabel, John, Julia, 
Richard, 101, 308, Robert, 101, 294, 302, 
Thomas, 70, 112, 113, 148, 303, 313, 323 

HALTON, family, 269, 374, Robert, 
chamberlain, 4, 13, 17,37, as 
chamberlain, 183-232 passim, 297, 329, 
350, widow, 293 

HAM/ HAMME, family, 121, 358, Alice, 
283, Jerome, 6, 24, as chamberlain, 
173-268 passim, William, 51, 314 

HAMON/HAMOND(E)/HAMMONDES, 
family, 238,370, George, 248, 345, Hugh, 
182, 329, Joan, 63, 260, 285, Richard, 63, 
340, William, 260, 299 

HANAM, John, 116 

HANTESFORD/HANTISFORD/ 
HANTEFORD, Richard, 45, 136, 144, 
155, 320, 323, 325 

HANY, William, 59, 74, 77,81, 82, 83, 302 

HARBERT/HERBERT, family, 197, 366, 
Joan, Margaret, 34, 332, Mary, Simon, 
4, 22,41,53, 64, 197, 298, 332, Susan, 
Tomsin, 

HARDYNG, John, 143, 321 

HARE, John, 206, 335 

HARNOE, John, 206, 335 

HARRIS/HARRIES/HARRYS/HARREYS, 
family, 216-7, 368, David, 170, 194, 
Ellen, 59, 285, George, 197, 333, John, 
133, 142,320, Thomas, 336 

HARRISON/HARISON, John, 263, 349, 
William, 251, 345 

HARTE, family, 180, 364, Alice, 46, 47, 291, 
Katherine, Thomas, 46, 64, 296, 298, 328 

HASSALE/HARSALD/HASSALD, 
Benedict, 171, 186, 329, Ralph, 191, 331 

HAUKARE/HAUKERE le, families, 81, 
94-5, 352, 354, Alice, 37, 304, Henry, 
279, 309, John, 94, 109, 111, 309, 311, 
313, Letitia, 38, 308, Margaret, 102, 
277, Nicholas, 102, 103, 106, 305, 308, 
Richard, 103, 106, William, 304 
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HAVERYNGE, John, 118, 136 

HAVILAND (6), Matthew, 253, 265 

HAWKES/HAWKYS, John, 162, 163, 164, 
166, 177,327 

HAWKINS, William, 200, 284 

HAYNES/HAYNIS, Roger, 172, 329 

HAYWARD, Thomas, 244, 343 

HAYWARDYN, John, 196, 333 

HAYWUDE, family, 109, 356, John, 310 

HEGHAM de, John, 99, 308 

HENDY, Thomas, 31, 138, 142, 147, 283, 
321 

HENRYE, John, 237, 240, 341 

HERTESBURY/HEYTESBURY, family, 
157, 362, Agnes, John, 36, 51, 58, 324 

HERVY, family, 130, 360, Alice, 318, John, 
318 

HEXTON, Thomas, 161, 325 

HEYHOME, John, 114, 313 

HEYR, see EYR 

HICKES, Nicholas, 237, 341, William, 207, 
221, 240, 245, 247, 250, 255, 258 

HIGGYNS/HIGGENS/HYGGYNS, 
George, 60, 65, 186, 187, 188, John, 
234, 252, 292, 297, 341, Thomas, 212, 
William, 212, 236, 335, 340 

HILDESLEGH, family, 88, 286, 354, 
Agnes, Edith 

HILL/HILLE, family, 172-3, 364, 
Bartholomew, Joan, 45, 291, John, 
Nicholas, 46, 160, 295, 324, Peter, 259, 
Prudence, Richard, Thomas, 183, 296, 
298, 330, William, 202, 332 

HISCOCKE, family, 202, 366, Anne, 55, 
280, John, 55, 280, William 

HOLBOROWE, John, 188, 291, 296, 330 

HOLCOMB(B), Thomas, 256, 293, 297, 
346 

HOLLAND, family, 221, 368, Alice, 6,9, 
49, 227, Dorcas, John, 44, 227, 299, 337 

HOLLASTER/HOLLYSTER, family, 
222-3, 368, Anne/Annis, 235, 285, Edith, 
235, John, 63, 235, 299, 338, Richard, 
widow, 42, 48, 63, 292, 297 

HONEYBOURN, family, 34, 109-10, 356, 
Alice, John, Robert, 356 

HONYE, Richard, 213 

HOPER le, families, 37, 124, 286, 358, 
Margaret, 44, John, 177, 329, Peter, 125, 
294, 316, Robert, 109, 113,311,313, 
Thomas, 125, William 

HOPKINS, John, 61, 62, 208, 234, 249, 
253, 335,341, William, 62, 200, 213, 


224, 229, 232, 233, 245, 249, 253, 260, 
263, 333, 339, 345 

HOPTON, Charles, 47, 56, 189, 190, 292, 
296, 330 

HORLOKE, Richard, 74, 84, 303 

HORNCASTEL(L), family, 99, 354, Agnes, 
22, 30, 282, John, 30,51, 64, 81, 282, 
305, 308 

HORNER, Richard, 238, 341 

HORTE, John, 46, 49, 56, 57, 61, 169, 170, 
186, 187, 193, 202, 203, 239, 270, 291, 
292, 296, 297, 328, 330, 332, 343, 370 

HOSKINS, John, 257, 347 

HOTON/HOTTON/HUTTON, Alice, 49, 
65, William, 23, 49, 167, 168, 326 

HOWNESLOWE/HUDESDLOWE, John, 
167, 327 

HOWYN, Richard, 92, 306 

HUCHOUN, William, 114, 312 

HUGHES/HUGGHES, Elizabeth, 190, 
John, 74, 303 

HUNGERFORD, Sir Thomas, 47, 123, 289, 
294, 316 

HUNT(E) le, families, 135, 196, 360, 366, 
Agnes, 332, George, 4, 41, 298, 332, 
Helen, Hugh, 4, 5, 126, 294, 320, John, 
4,5,57, Katherine, 4,5, 42,57, 289, 320, 
Walter, 166, William, 236, 247, 341, 345 

HUNTELEGH, William, 107, 310 

HURDEMAN, family, 157-8, 286, 362, 
Agnes, 38, Elizabeth, 30, 31, 38, 153, 
283, Joan, 38, 46, 290, William, 31, 44, 
45,46, 57,58, 61, 70, 148, 290, 295, 322, 
324 

HUREL, Richard, 84, 90, 106, 304, 306, 
310 

HURT/HURTE, Ralph, 234, 259, 261, 265, 
341, Richard, 237, 341 

HUTTON, John, 175, 177 

HYND(B), families, 58, 168, 169, 364, 
Ann, Eleanor, 45, 47, 291, Henry, Joan, 
23, John, 23,51, Robert, 51, 295, 326, 
William, 50, 326 


INHYNE, Adam, 70, 148, John, 45, 113, 
115, 117, 120, 122, 289, 294, 314, 315, 
317, Richard, 87, 94, 102, 105, 130, 137, 
138, 311, 319, 321, Thomas, 95, 103, 
106, 107, 108, 115, 124, 309, 311, 315, 
317 

IWEYN, family, 36, 105, 286, 356, Joan, 
310, John, 121, 122, 314, Richard, 111, 
William, 111,310 
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JAMES, Robert, 171, Thomas, 32, 193, 252, 
253, 259, 284, widow, 217, William, 217 

JAY/JAYE, Joan, 49, 163, 164, John, 163, 
164, 166, 290, 295, 327, William, 46, 
180, 181, 291, 296, 328 

JERNEMOUTH de, John, 59, 90, 306 

JEWELER/JUWELER/JWLER, family, 36, 
127-8, 286, 360, Alice, 316, Margaret, 
30, 277, 283, William, 277, 316 

JOHNSON, Richard, 218, 337 

JONES/JONIS, Bridget, 251, 252, 346, 
David, 57,214, 245, 255, 337, 345, 372, 
Edmund, 252, 285, Griffith, 219, 337, 
John, 57, 236, 238, 251, 252, 255, 292, 
297, 340, 341, 346, 372, Richard, 187, 
243, 261, 262, Roger, 169, 178, Ryce, 
188, 262, 349, Thomas, 2252, 253, 346, 
William, 59, 204, 207, 217, 218, 222, 
335, 336, 339 

JORDEBORGH de, John, 81,282 


KEBBE, Walter, 89, 92, 94, 95, 105, 307, 
309, 310, 311, 

KEDGWYN/KEDGUI, Christopher, 62, 
220, 228, 229, 337, 339 

KEIR, John, 13, 61, 209, 334 

KELK(B), family, 10, 55, 236-7, 370, 
Richard, 340, Thomas, 50, 53, 193, 299, 
340 

KEMPSON, Thomas, 164 

KENFEKE, family, 148, 362, Henry, Joan, 
John, Katherine, 45, 290, Richard, 149, 
295, 322, William 

KIDWELLYTER/K YDLELLYTER, John, 
204, Philip, 204, 335 

KITCHEN/KITCHIN/ KYTCHEN/ 
KYTCHIN, family, 241-2, 372, Abel, 64, 
261, 262, 293, 297, 348, Richard, 210, 
335, 342, Robert, 64, 218, 219, 220, 236, 
246, 250, 251, 261, 349 

KITTINGALL/KETTINGALL/ 
KYTTINGALL, family, 199-200, 366, 
Elizabeth, 224, 235, 284, 292, 297, 
George, 224, 235, 280, John, 224, 235, 
280, 299, 332, Toby, 224, Samuel 

KNAP(P), Thomas, 70, 116, 117, 128, 130, 
136, 141, 144, 148, 289, 294, 314, 319 

KNIGHT/KNYGHT, families, 177, 250-1, 
364, 372, Agnes, Alice, 284, Jane, Joan, 
John, 259, 281, Richard, 4, 259, 298, 300, 
328, 344, Francis, 236, 256, 261, 264, 267 

KYNG, Walter, 101, 309 
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KYTE, family, 241, 370, Edward, 169, 
John, Katherine, 342, Philip, 300, 342 


LACY/LACIE, John, 171, 184, 329, 
Thomas, 32, 182, 284 

LANE, family, 254, 287, 372, Anne, 
Edward, 4, 346, Elizabeth, George, 259, 
349, John, Judith, Margaret, Mary, Peter, 
346 

LANGBRIGG’, Richard, 92, 307 

LANGE/LONG(E) le, family, 100, 354, 
Edward, 62, 229, 234, 349, 262, 263, 339, 
341,345, 348, George, 10, 50, John, 103, 
309, Roger, 233, 341, Thomas, 308 

LANGFORD(E), family, 41, 228-30, 
286, 370, Edmund, 237, 264, 341, 349, 
Elizabeth, 47, 225, 292, Jane, Mary, 231, 
Richard, 53,57, 61, 231, 235, 297, 299, 
338 

LANGLEY, John, 157, 158, 182, 225,325, 
339, Philip, 184, 213, 215, 219, 220, 221, 
226, 227, 239, 270, Toby, 234, 341 

LARKYN, Edward, 266, 349 

LAWRENCE, family, 235, 370, Elizabeth, 
Thomas, 299, 340 

LEA, John, 247, 345 

LECHE, family, 83, 352, Isabel, John, 304 

LEICESTRE, John, 158, 325 

LEKE, Henry, 181,329 

LEMMAN, family, 58, 151, 362, Agnes, 
144, John, 10, 144, 290, 295, 322, 
Thomas, 144 

LEVEDON, Roger, 158 

LEWES, Felix, 56, 205, 292, 297, 334, 
John, 225, 339 

LINCHE/LYNCHE, family, 252-4, 287, 
372, Elizabeth, 55, 255, 263, 281, Lettice, 
Simon, 4, 255, 263, 300, 346 

LONDON, Henry, 136, 137, 320, 321 

LONG(E)/ le LONGE see LANGE 

LOVE, family, 115, 358, John, 294, 314, 
Margaret, Stephen 

LOYD, William, 211, 334 

LUCAS, Thomas, 190, 191,219, 331 

LYGH, family, 36, 58, 149, 362, Agnes, 
Joan, John, Margaret, Robert, 10, 149, 
322, Thomas 

LYM(E) de, John, 91, 307 

LYNCOLNE, Walter, 164—5, 327 

LYNDRAPER, family, 100-101, 286, 350, 
Edith, 308, John, 39, 279, 308, William 

LYTLEHALS, Edward, 262, 349 
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LYONUS/LYONS, Margaret, 118, Sir 
Thomas, 46, 47, 56, 117, 118, 289, 294, 
314 


MAGOR de, Richard, 92, 93, 306 

MALCOUM, family, 110, 356, Joan, 

William, 310 

MALUERNE, Thomas, 141, 321 

MANKESWELL, Robert, 157, 159, 325 

MARCH, Thomas, 105, 311 

MARKEBERGH de, Nicholas, 71 

MARKES, Thomas, 159 

MARTIN, family, 263-4, 374, George, 17, 

348 

MASKEL(L), family, 118, 358, Nicholas, 

61, 314, Thomas, 61 

MATHEW/MATHEWS/MATHEWES/ 
MATHEWIS/MATHOW, families, 203, 
207, 366, 368, Amy, Elizabeth, 366, 
Hugh, 60, 334, Llewelyn, 4, 334, 366, 
Margaret, Peter, 200, 219, 220, 248, 333, 
337, Robert, 248, 345, Thomas, Widow, 
292,297 

MAYCOCKE, Thomas, 254, 347 

MAYE, Richard, 13, 44, 173, 224, 291, 296, 

330, 339 

MEADES, Arthur, 256, 285 

MEDEWEYE, family, 102, 356, Christina, 

34, 50, William, 308 

MEKE, Geoffrey, 143, 323 

MELLEN/MELLYN, Thomas, 62, 237, 240, 

249, 341,343,345 

MEREDETH, Owen, 223, 285 

MERICK/MIRICK/MYRICK/MERRICK, 
family, 196-7, 366. Alice, 221, 336, 
Anne, 332, John, 183, 221, 243, 280, 333, 
337, 343, Richard, 235, 298, 332, Robert, 
280, 332, Thomas, 221, 336, William, 
235,278 

MERRETT, Anthony, 244 

MERVIN, John, 206, 335 

METHELANE/METHELIN, John, 102, 
Robert, 32, 173, 284 

MICHELL/MITCHELL, family, 134—5, 
286, 360, Isabel, 289, John, 279, Richard, 
279, Robert, 136, 279, Thomas, 319, 
Walter, 37, 136, 294, 318 

MILDECORNE, family, 89, 354, John, 15, 
17, 306 

MILKUSHAM de, Adam, 105, 310, 

MILLARDE/MILLER, Peter, 265, 348 

MILLTON de, Baldwyn, 105, 311 
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MILTON, John, 147, 153, 155 

MODY, family, 122-3, 358, John, 279, 316 
MOIS, Alex, 116 

MONYNGE, family, 111-2, 356, Beatrice, 
John, 312, Thomas, 34, 279 

MORE, William, 24, 132, 133, 318 
MORLEWODE de, family, 101, 356, 
Agnes, 279, James, Richard, 308 
MORNE, William, 76, 289, 294, 302 
MORYS/MORIS, family, 90, 354, Margaret, 
29, 30, 282, John, 40, 47, 106, 178, 291, 
295, 306, 327 

MORRYS/MORRIS, Edward, 187, 229, 
284 

MOUL, Henry, 110, 311 
MOYGNE/MOIGNE/MORGNE, Anketill, 
111,121, 124, 312,315,317 
MULWARD/MULEWARD, family, 143-4, 
360, Joan, John, 10, 38, 42, 58, 322, 
Walter, 107, 311 

MUTTLEBERRY, Margaret, 49, 216 
MYLLARDE/MYLLERD, family, 188, 
366, John, 4, 188, 296, 2298, 330, 
Margery, Welthian, 291, William 
MYRYFELD, family, 162-3, 362, John, 
326, Richard, Thomas, William, 4, 18,51, 
58, 326 


NAJILOR, Henry, 214, 292, 297, 336 
NANCOTHAN, family, 165, 364, John, 51, 
326, Margaret, 49, 326 

NEEL, John, 83, 305 

NETHURBURY, Richard, 109, 310 
NEWLONDE/NYWELOND de, Edith, 48, 
55, 86, 304, John, 86 

NEWMAISTER le, Ralph, 75, 289, 294, 
302, William, 75 

NEWMAN, Edmund, 238, 341 

NEWTON, James, 219, 220, 285, 336, 337 
NICHOLLS/NICHOLS, Edward, 224, 264, 
265, 349, William, 232, 242, 341, 343 
NIGHTINGALE, John, 211, 335, Robert, 
32, 182,284 

NIWECOMBE, Walter, 132,319 
NORMAN, Stephen, 82, 85, 305 
NORTHALL, family, 224-5, 370, John, 53, 
56, 172, 180, 181, 185, 291, 296, 328, 
338, Rowland 

NORTON, Thomas, 145, 323, Walter, 160, 
325, William, 138 

NORYS, family, 159-60, 362, Dionysia, 
290, John, 295, 324, Thomas 
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OGAVE, Ralph, 32, 180, 284 

OLDFEILDE/OLDFILD/OLFYLDE, 
family, 259-60, 372, David, 64, 218, 232, 
300, 337, 341, 348, Mary, 58, Maud 

OLYVER/OLIVER, Henry, 215, John, 225, 
241, 338, Simon, 128, 129, 318 

OSNEY, Thomas, 6 

OTERY, John, 73, 74, 303 

OWEN, Thomas, 247, 345 


PACE/PASE/PACY, Thomas, 24, 31, 177, 
180, 283 

PACHET, John, 92, 307 

PAGE, Thomas, 183, 291, 296, 328 

PAINE/PAYNE alias FLETCHER, family, 
214, 368, Agnes, Alice, 292, Elizabeth, 
John, 297, 336, Mary, Toby, William 

PAINTER/PAYNTER, Henry, 232, 247, 
341, 344 

PAION, Hugh, 81 

PALMER, families, 150—1, 238-9, 362, 370, 
Agnes, Alice, Edith, 45, 290, Elizabeth, 
340, John, 51, 173,216, 295, 322, 331, 
337, 340, Thomas, Tomlyne, William, 
220, 285 

PANES/PAANS, families, 84, 152, 352, 
362, Alice, Eleanor, Elizabeth, Joan, 29, 
30, 31, 49, 282, 283, Richard, 27, 30,51, 
61, 146, 304, 324, Robert 

PARFEY/PERFAY/PERFEY/PARPHAY/ 
PERPHEY, William, 62, 200, 204, 218, 
229, 234, 237, 249, 257, 267, 332, 337, 
339 

PARKER, John, 224, 338 

PARLE, Walter, 152 

PARSONS, family, 179, 364, Agnes, 47, 
291, Ann, Joan, John, Margery, Walter, 4, 
296, 298, 328 

PARYS de, family, 93, 354, Agnes, Henry, 
John, 306, Robert, 76, 303 

PAYNESWYK de, John, 90, 307 

PAYS, William, 143, 145, 150, 153,321, 
323, 325 

PAYTON, Arthur, 266, 348 

PEAUTRER, William, 110, 310 

PEDESTON de, John, 89, 307 

PEDEWELL, John, 110, 313, Thomas, 89, 
307, William, 87, 304 

PENDYGRACE, family, 181, 366, 
Margaret, 291, Robert, 4, 296, 298, 328, 
Thomas 

PEPWALL/PEPWELL, Michael, 225, 249, 
258, William, 170, 173, 182, 189, 191, 329 
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PERDE, George, 268, 350, Hugh, 268, 350 

PERES/PIERES/PERYS/PERIS, families, 
100, 112, 354, 356, Amicia, 312, Henry, 
126, 317, John, 92, 307, 308, 312, Julian, 
William, 308 

PERKYNS, family, 246-7, 372, Alice, 
Griffin/Griffith, 344, William, 344 

PERRYE, Elizabeth, 269, Robert, 269 

PERSSHTON/PURSCHTON, family, 26, 
115-6, 286, 358, Beatrice, 37, Thomas, 
277, William, 61, 277, 314 

PETIPAS, Robert, 71 

PETTINGALE, Richard, 237, 341 

PETTRY(E), family, 2204, 368, John, 4, 
237, 334, Thomas, 55, 237 

PHILIPPE, Thomas, 47, 293, 297, 350 

PHILPOTT, Nicholas, 189, 190, 331 

PIKE(S)/PYKE(S), John, 172, Walter, 171, 
181, 187, 200, 218, 235, 238, William, 
151,323 

PIKEVAT/PYKEFAT, William, 113, 312 

PILL, family, 267-8, 374, Anthony, 200, 
249, 300, 333, 345, 350, Eleanor, 350, 
John, 184, William 

PIRREY, Robert, 248, 345 

PITCHER/PYTCHER, Prudence, 172, 
Thomas, 173, 234, 249, 251, 253, 331, 
341,345, 347 

PITT/PITTES/PITTE/PYTT(E)/PYTTES, 
families, 60, 212, 241-4, 287, 368, 370, 
372, Agnes, 342, Alice, Christopher, 
249, 343,345, Edward, 57, 186, 187, 
284, Elizabeth, 267, Joan, 40, 342, John, 
Julian, Margaret, Nicholas, 162, 166,326, 
Richard, 342, Robert, 267, Thomas, 4, 
50, 56, 57, 62, 173, 185, 186, 187, 191, 
203, 223, 233, 234, 248, as chamberlain, 
249-265 passim, 268, 291, 296, 299, 331, 
334, 335, William, 27, 40, 63, 267, 300, 
342, 343 

PLASTERER, Stephen, 133, 318 

PLAYSTEDE, John, 147, 323 

PLOMERE, Robert, 119, 315 

POCHON alias BAATH, John, 150, 323 

POLE, Ralph, 194, 333, Thomas, 198, 
333 

POLLINGTON, family, 233-4, 370, 
Elizabeth, Margery, 9, 267, Richard, 
Susan, 12, 47, 50, 65, 292, 340, Thomas, 
12,35, 44, 60,61, 244, 267, 297, 300, 
340, 345 

POOLE, Thomas, 231,339 
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PORTER, family, 219-20, 368, Edward, 
62, 171, 172, 185, 186, 222, 223, 299, 
329, 331, Joan, 285, John, 63, 222, 223, 
250, 336, Margaret, 285, Rose, 223, 285, 
William, 18, 222, 250, 281 

PORTLOND, Walter, 140, 321, William, 
110, 313 

POUMTEFREYT/POUNTIEFREYT/ 
POUNTEFREYT, Adam, 103, 107, 114, 
118, 308, 311, 313, 315 

POUNTSET, Edward, 127, 316 

POWELL/APPOWELL, APHOWELL/ 
APPOWLE, family, 268, 374, Cecily, 
285, Jenkin, 206, Richard, 256, 347, 
Thomas, 186, 196, 243, 299, 332, 343, 
350 

POWER, Maurice, 17—18, 269, 281, 374, 
William, 101, 308 

POYNER, Clement, 254 

PRENTIZ/PRENTYUS, Robert, 86, 97, 
101, 304, 309, Walter, 72, 303 

PRESSEY, Robert, 226,339 

PRESTON, family, 244, 372, Robert, 300, 
342 

PREWET(T), family, 231, 370, Joan, John, 
46, 62, 182, 186, 195, 198, 203, 204, 206, 
213,292, 297, 332, 334, William, 60, 62, 
172, 173, 187, 195, 204, 209, 234, 333, 
335,341 

PRIEST, family, 206-7, 334, 368, Agnes, 
59, Edith, 58, Robert, 58, 280 

PRYNCE, Robert, 193, 330 

PRYN/PRYNNE, Edward, 181, Thomas, 
198 

PRISHTON/PRISCHTON/PRISSHTON, 
John, 113, 120, 122, 133, 317, 319, 
William, 86 

PROUTYNG, John, 107,311 

PUBBELEWE, Nicholas, 79, 282 

PUDDYE, William, 264, 349 

PYKE/PYKES see PIKE 

PYTT see PITT 


RAVYN, John, 169, 291, 295, 326 
READE, Laurence, 29, 243, 250, 263, 284, 
343,345, 348, Morgan, 261, Sara, 190 

RECLYE, John, 217, 285 

REDE, family, 121-2, 358, John, 103, 309, 
314 

REGENT, Joan, 39-40, William, 39-40 

REPER(E)//RIPER(E), family, 137, 360, 
Adam, John, 124,317,320 
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REYMOND/RAMOND, family, 112, 356, 
John, 81, 305, Richard 

REYNALD, John, 73, William, 73, 303 

REYNES, William, 159 

RICART, William, 223, 338 

RICE/RYSE, Richard, 172, 252, 346 

RICHARDES, John, 136, 321 

RIDER/RYDER, Thomas, 216,221, 337 

RIDGES, family, 217, 368, Elizabeth, 
William, 336 

RINGSTONE/RYNGSTONE, Philip, 168, 
175, 176, 327 

ROBERTS/ROBERTTES/ROBARTES, 
Edmund, 62, 186, 187, 190, 191, 212, 
292, 296, 330, 335, Elias, 137, 321, John, 
62, 178, 186, 188, 1195, 202, 209, 222, 
223, 224, 327, 335, Julian, 35, 263, 348, 
Thomas, 191, 331 

ROBYNS, family, 156-7, 362, Alice, Joan, 
46, 136, 283, 290, John, 51,295, 324, 
Richard 

RODENAY, Sir John, 118, Sir Walter, 30, 
118, 282 

ROGERS, families, 21,44, 173, 255-6, 
256, 364, 372, Alice, Charity, Edmund, 
32, 284, 298, 330, Eleanor, 291, 330, 
Elizabeth, Joan, Mary, 262, Matthew, 
262, Rachel, 32, 285, Ralph, Richard, 32, 
50, 262, 285, 296, 300, 346, Robert, 347, 
William, 262 

ROMENEYE, Peter, 98, 309 

ROPERE/ROPER le, families, 71, 143, 352, 
360, Cecilia, 302, Henry, 141, 295, 320, 
321, James, Joan, 290, John, Richard, 
Thomas, 73, 303, William, 78, 302, 303 

ROTHELL, John, 208, 335 

ROVYN, John, 47 

ROWLAND, family, 225,370, John, 27, 
299, Thomas, 27, 47, 57, 61, 184, 190, 
210, 214, 218, 228, 229, 238, 239, 244, 
269, 281, 292, 297, 334, 338 

ROWLEY, families, 17, 160-1, 161, 
362, Alice, Elizabeth, Joan, 324, John, 
Margaret, 324, Thomas, William, 51, 324, 
325 

ROWSELL, Thomas, 268, 351 

ROWSLEY, George, 58, 206, 207, 368 

RUDDOK(EB), Stephen, 123, 124, 143, 317, 
321, David, 147, 153 

RUSCHAM, John, 124, 316 

RUSSELL, family, 142, 360, Agnes, 58, 
Edmund, 36, John, 10, 36, 38, 58, 320, 
Robert, 147, 153, 155, 156 
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SACHFILDE, John, 93, 331 

SALESBURY de, family, 104, 340, John, 
Thomas, 91,307,310 

SALTER/SALTERN(E)/SALTREN, family, 
240-1, 370, Edmund, 278, Joan, 47, 248, 
292, 342, John, Mary, 278, Richard, 248, 
297, 300, 342, Thomas, 237, 268, 343, 
351, William, 192, 195, 278, 331, 343 

SAMPSON, family, 131-2, 360, Joan, 44, 
47, 289, 318, John, 92, 102, 104, 307, 
309, 311, Richard, 95, 309, Thomas, 23, 
61, 117, 120, 121, 122, 124, 129, 133, 
294, 315, 318, 319, William, 277 

SANDES, Ralph, 213, 285 

SANDFORD/SANFORD/SAMFORDE, 
John, 240, 243, 343, Robert, 218, 225, 
337, 339 

SANEKYN, family, 72, 352, Walter, 302 

SAULL, family, 262-3, 374, Agnes/Ann, 
35, 285, Thomas, 4, 34, 285, 348 

SAUNDRES/SAUNDERS/SAWNDERS, 
John, 183, 329, Philip, 182, 329, Robert, 
120, 127, 315,317 

SAXEY/SAXCYE/SAXIE, Robert, 63, 184, 
329, William, 6, 7, 63, 182, 183, 184, 
195, 291, 296, 328 

SCALTOCK/SCALTER, family, 198, 366, 
Joan, Ralph, 214, 231,278, 299, 332, 
William, 214 

SCHELVE, William, 126, 316 

SELLMAN, Elizabeth, 246 

SELSY, family, 128-9, Lucy, 50, 283, 318, 
Margaret, 4, 50, 283 

SELWODE, John, 128, 143, 321 

SELY, John, 145, 152, 155, 325 

SELYCOKE, William, 109,310 

SENDEL, William, 95 

SESSEL see CESSILL 

SEWARD, family, 88, 354, Joan, 277, John, 
277, Robert, 99, William, 83, 305, 306 

SEYMAN, William, 215, 336 

SEYMOUR, Walter, 36, 58, 129, 131, 135, 
142, 319, 320, John, 122 

SHARP(B), Adam, 90, 307, John, 159, 325 

SHEPHERD/SHEPARD, George, 28, 283, 
John, 283, Walter, 253, 347 

SHERP(E), John, 147, 158, 160, 325 

SHIPMAN, family, 251-2, 286, 372, 
Bridget, 292, Edward, 278, John, 100, 
281, 309, Margery, Roger, 297, 300, 346, 
Thomas, William, 180 

SHIPWARD, John, 162, 164, 165 

SHORT, William, 258, 347 


SHUTTLEWORTHE, family, 10, 246-7, 372, 
Bridget, 250, Elizabeth, 40, 292, 297, 344, 
John, 40, 250, 344, William, 40, 50, 250 

SHYNGELTON, Edith, 10, 122, Roger, 10, 
21, 122,316 

SHYWYN, Matthew, 163, 327 

SKYNNERE le, Joan, 89, 306, Jordan, 89, 
306 

SLADE, William, 234, 257, 341, 347 

SLOCOMBE/SLOCUM(BB), family, 247— 
8, 256-7, 372, Bridget, 27, Elizabeth, 34, 
50, Thomas, 61, 184, 227, 228, 229, 256, 
257, 338 

SLOO, John, 115, 125, 139, 146, 315, 317, 
321,323, Richard, 146, 290, 295, 322 

SLYE/SLIE, Henry, 187, John, 49, 201, 220, 
223, 264, 265, 337, 339, 348, Mary, 265 

SMYTHC(B), families, 164-5, 192-3, 286, 
Agnes, 32, Anne, 202, 284, Edmund, 330, 
Edward, George, Giles, 4, 39, 51, 326, 
Guy, 295, Joan, 39, 42,47, 48, 65, 290, 
326, John, 181, Katherine, Mary, Peter, 
Richard, Robert, 32, 41,61, 185, 202, 
284, 298, 330, Thomas, 331 

SNETH(B), John, 1156, 157, 159, 325 

SNIGGE/SNYGG(E), George, 195, 258, 
347, John, 195 

SNOWE, George, 268, 351 

SOLERS/SOLLERS alias DRAPER, family, 
38, 146-8, 286, 362, Agnes, 38, Eleanor, 
283, Isabel, John, 17, 192, 279, 331, 
Margaret, 283, Thomas, William, 31, 61, 
128, 145, 322, 323 

SOMERWELL, John, 122, 126, 137, 142, 
317,321, William, 60, 89,92, 101, 107, 
108, 109, 115, 116, 119, 121, 127, 128, 
131, 132, 307, 310, 313, 314, 317, 319 

SOOR, John, 92, 101 

SPAYNOLL/SPEYNOLL alias WILLIAM, 
Mark, 134, 289, 294, William, 135,319 

SPELLY, Elias, 2, 38, 54,97, 98, 102, 108, 
109, 110, 111, 113, 115, 117, 123, 126, 
308, 311, 313, 315, 317 

SPENCER/SPENSER, William, 160, 163, 
167,326 

SPERT, Roger, 113, 313 

SPICER/SPYCER alias GOTOREST (see 
also BAKER alias SPICER), families, 89, 
95-6, 354, Edith, Henry, John, 4, 75, 76, 
77, 80, 85, 86, 88, 96, Katherine, Richard, 
2, 38, 89, 90, 94, 97. 99, 100, 101, 102, 
106, 107, 108, 113, 114, 115, 119, 120, 
308, 312, 315, Stephen, 53, 73,74, 77, 
78, 83, 85, 302, 308, William, 306 
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SPINE/SPYNE, John, 147, 155, 323 

SPISOUR, family, 149-50, 362, Alice, 322, 
Avice, John, 27, Robert, 322, Roger, 
Thomas 

SPORIARE, family, 89, 354, Henry, 15, 17, 
306 

SPRACMAN, John, 124, 317 

SPRINT(E), John, 182, William, 260, 349 

STAMFORD, John, 87, 145, 323 

STANDBANCK(B), Anthony, 183, 184, 
212, 335 

STANDFAST/STANFASTE, Walter, 212, 
223, 233,270 

STANLEIGH/STANLEY, Richard, 134, 
140, 319, 321 

STANSCHAWE, Robert, 139, Thomas, 
139 

STANYS/STANES/STANIS, family, 133, 
360, John, 118, 119, 126, Margaret, 48 

STAPULTON, James, 128, 317 

STEEL, John, 114,312 

STEPHENY S/STEPHENES/STEPHENS, 
John, 21, 30, 130, 131, 132, 139, 151, 
175, 177, 283, 318, 319, 320, 321, 323, 
327, William, 147 

STERNOLDE, family, 232-3, 370, 
Margaret, William, 300, 340 

STIBBES, William, 224, 339 

STIBBINS, John, 266, 349 

STODLEYE/STUDLEY, Walter, 117, 120, 
121,124, 129,315,319 

STOKE de, John, 30, 90, 93, 97, 99, 100, 
101, 106, 108, 112, 114, 118, 120, 123, 
282, 309, 311, 313, 315, 317 

STONE, families, 197-8, 211-2. 263, 366, 
368, 374, Agnes, Alice, 85, Anthony, 
280, Edward, 183, 329, Elizabeth, 280, 
Joan, 35,58, 281, 334, 348, John, 50, 
53, 190, 191, 332, 334, Robert, 40, 246, 
292, 297 


STRADLING, Edmund, 49, 265, 348, Mary, 


265 

STURMY, Walter, 135, 321 

SUCHE, family, 6-7, 41, 185-8, 286, 
366, Ann, 47, 56, 57, 291, Charity, 202, 
Dorcas, 202, 284, Elizabeth, 202, 211, 
247, 280, George, 60, 65, 202, 280, John, 


52, 61, 202, 296, 298, Mary, 57, 202, 284, 


Robert, 277, William, 280 

SUTTON, Joan, 153, John, 146, 151, 154, 
323,325, Thomas, 121, 153 

SWAYN, John, 168, 326 


SWELL, family, 136, 360, Alice, 30, 31, 
283, John, 31, 45, 130, 132,294, 319, 
320, Margaret, 45, 289 

SWETMAN/SWETNAM, family, 244-5, 
372, Ann, 32, 258, 285, Elizabeth, 258, 
Frances, 258, 285, Judith, 258, Laurence, 
344, Richard, 32, 62, 188, 189, 190, 215, 
258, 300, 331, 344 


TAILLOUR/TAYLOR, Reginald, 142, 
321, Richard, 244, 342, Robert, 13, 337. 
Roger, 220, Thomas, 220, 268, 337, 350 

TALBOT, John, 158 

TANNER, William, 114, 313 

TAUNTON de, Robert, 100, 105, Walter, 
87, 88, 90, 91,99, 104, 109, 111, 114, 
306, 307, 309, 311, 313 

TAWNEY, John, 207, 335 

TAYNTE, Robert, 32, 250, 285 

TEDISTILL(E), family, 132, 360, Agnes, 
41, 46, 318, Joan, Margaret, Walter, 46, 
57, 124, 125, 289, 294, 316, 318 

TEMPESTE, Arthur, 262, 349 

THOMAS, Ralph, 62, 246, 344, William 
124, 195, 316, 333 

THOMLINSON, Thomas, 246, 345 

THORLETON, family, 90, 354, Robert, 
306, Thomas, 59 

THORNE, family, 171, 364, Agnes, 291, 
Andrew, 4, 183, 296, 298, 328, Jane, 
12,17, 183, Nicholas, 13, 173, 178, as 
chamberlain, 184-269 passim 

THORP, families, 114, 116, 358, John, 
34,50, 151, 3112, 323, Margaret, 312, 
Thomas 

THRUSTON/THURSTON, Stephen, 221, 
222, 336 

TILER/TYLER/TILOR, family, 231, 

370, Edward, 198, 332, 338, Joan, 198, 
Margaret, 198, 231, Thomas, 39, 40, 175, 
178, 227, 339 

TILLY/TYLLY, family, 98-9, 354, Alice, 
James, 74, 75, 77, 78, 81, 83, 303, 308, 
Robert, 279, William, 75, 303 

TIPPETT, John, 266, 349 

TOBY, Walter, 76, 303 

TOKY, John, 136 

TOKYNGTON de, Walter, 75, 303 

TOMLYN, Ludovic, 194, 333 

TORNOK/TURNOKE, family, 87, 354, 
Adam, 86, 102, 282, 304, Joan, 282, 
William, 86, 102, 279 
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TORYTONE de, John, 74, 303 

TOUKER, Reginald, 121, 123, 137, 143, 
313, 317, 321 

TOVYE, Richard, 251, 347 

TRENODE, Richard, 153 

TROYT, John, 158 

TRUSSLEY, William, 168, 327 

TUCKER, Mr.Tucker, 11, William, 192, 
196, 218 

TUMBREL, family, 75, 352, Julian, 302, 
Robert, 302, Simon 

TURTLE, Clement, 74, 303, Joan, 304, 
John, 83, 85, 95, 96, 305, 308, Roger, 71, 
73, 74, 75, 76, 79, 81, 85 

TYDDER/TYTDER, Maud, 58, 260, 
Thomas, 58, 259, 260, 348 

TYKERTON, Richard, 251,345 

TYNDALL, family, 182-3, 366, Faith, 284, 
Joan, 284, Robert, 328, Thomas, William, 
11,32, 52, 284, 298, 328 

TYNTENHULL/TYMTENHULL, Margery, 
124, Nicholas, 124, 289, 294, 316 


UFFORDE/USFORDE, Robert, 196, 332, 
Susan, 211, 212, 281, 368 

UPHULL, John, 108, Simon, 118, 315 

UPOVERE, John, 76 


VAGHAN/VAUGHAN, Henry, 47, 113, 
164, 165, 168, 174, 175, 176, 178, 282, 
290, 295, 326, 327, John, 175, 176, 327 

VAWER, John, 253, William, 220, 244, 253, 
263 

VIEL(L)/VYEL/VEEL, family, 124-5, 358, 
Agnes, 44, 46, 132, 289, Elizabeth, 279, 
Henry, 61,92, 101, 113, 117, 122, 132, 
294, 315, 316, Joan, 279, John, 116, 117, 
133 

VINE/VYNE, family, 125, 358, Alice, Ann, 
Edith, Joan, 44, 289, John, 294, 316, 
Margaret, Peter, 21,32, 194, 195, 284, 
William 

VYNSON, Michael, 236, 340 


WADE, John, 189, 193, 194, 198, 204, 206, 
210, 214, 216, 221, 331, 337, Mr.Wade, 
11 

WALE, family, 101-2, 350, Agnes, 34, 
John, 308 

WALEYS, family, 138, 360, Agnes, 48, 
283, 289, Joan, 283, Richard, 277, Walter, 
William, 31,51, 283, 294, 320 
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WALKER, Henry, 205, 335, Roger, 177, 
284 

WALL, Richard, 63, 238, 340, Thomas, 64, 
341 

WALLEY, Laurence, 207, 335 

WALLIS/WALLYS, John, 196, 236, 333, 
340. William, 242, 243, 259, 260, 342, 
349 

WALSSH, John, 175, 177, 327, William, 
165,326 

WALTER, David, 215, 336 

WALTON, family, 173, Alice, Joan, Mary, 
May, William 

WARDEN, family, 58, 226, 370, Elizabeth, 
285, Nicholas, 281, Thomas, 281, 285, 
299, 338 

WAREYN, Nicholas, 137, 146, 323 

WAREWYK de, family, 91, 354, Edmund, 
John, Margaret, Nicholas, Thomasina, 
William, 306 

WARHAM, Chancellor, 176, 177 

WARMYSTRE/WERMYSTRE/ 
WERMYNSTRE, Geoffrey, 110, 312, 
John, 132, 159, 319, 325, William, 129, 
130, 131, 132, 140,319,321 

WARREN/WARIN, Mr. Warren, 11, John, 
57, 188, 199, 292, 296, 331, 332, Julian, 
46, 170, 239, 292, 297, 342, 270, Thomas, 
46, 192, 193, 206, 239, 269, 331 

WARYNERE, family, 127, 358, John, 316 

WATERS, Thomas, 263,285 

WAYMAN/WAYNEMAN, family, 239, 
270, 370, Francis, 46, Julian, 292, 297, 
Richard, 4, 342 

WAYNERIGHT, William, 233, 341 

WEBBE le, John, 197, 228, 229, 258, 263, 
339, Nicholas, 261, 262, 349, Robert, 71, 
William, 253, 262, 349 

WEDMORE, family, 91, 354, John, 22, 64, 
306 

WELLYNGTON, Thomas, 143, 323 

WELLYS/WELL de, Roger, 80, 305, 
Thomas, 77, 78 

WELSHE, John, 210, 215, 216, 334, 336 

WENMAN, Thomas, 258, 285, 346 

WEST, family, 189, 366, Alice, Elizabeth, 
330, Joyce, Walter, 298, 330, William, 
195, 332 

WESTCOT, Edmund, 161, 167 

WESTELEY/WESTERLEY, William, 31, 
149, 152, 283, 323 

WESTON, William, 168, 327 
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WESTRAM/WESTIN, family, 86, 354, 
Henry, 103, 304, Isabel, 39, 48, 55, 103 
WHITE/WHYTE/WHYTE le, families, 82, 
178-9, 208, 210-11, 226-7, 232, 286, 

352, 354, 364, 368, 370, Agnes, 235, 
Christina, Edward, Elizabeth, George, 
214, Giles, 181, 182, 329, Grace, Henry, 
6, 53,57, 179, 298, 328, Hugh, 130, 
319, Isabel, 304, James, 4, 7, 338, Joan, 
42, 49, 216, 235, 334, 336, 340, John, 

6, 10, 23, 24, 48, 49, 57, 74, 173, 178, 
185, 186, 187, 188, 189, 191,214, 215, 
216, 235, 284, 299, 303, 327, 328, 334, 
336, 340, Joyce, 284, Margaret, Mary, 
Nicholas, Patrick, 268, 351, Richard, 73, 
Robert, 76, 303, 305, Roger, Susan, Sybil, 
Thomas, 88, 177, 186, 187, 235, 248, 
265, 306, 339, 344, 348, Walter, 51,71, 
76, 79, 303, 304, 305, William, 144, 151, 
322, 338 

WHITSON/WHYTSON, Christopher, 200, 
332, John, 190 

WHITTERNE, Thomas, 254, 346 

WHYTELEGH, Ralph, 90, 307 

WICKHAM/WYCKAM/W YECKAM/ 
WICOMBE/WIDCOMBE/ 
WYCOMB(E)/ 

WYCOUMBE de, families, 108, 169-70, 
202-3, 356, 364, 366, Agnes, Alice, 108, 
Edmund, Henry, John, 17, 53,85, 88, 
93, 94, 95, 99, 277, 302, 306, 307, 309, 
Katherine, Margery, 291, Richard, 49, 56, 
203, 296, 298, 299, 328, 332, Susan, 57, 
William, 257, 347 

WILBRAM/WIBRAM, Ralph, 200, 333, 
Richard 

WILCOXE/WILCOKES, John, 47, 174, 
292, 296, 349 

WILKYNS, John, 119, 315 

WILLETT, Abraham, 232, 340, Samuel, 
262, 349 

WILLIAMS/WILLYAMS (and see 
SPAYNOLL alias WILLIAM), families, 
172,211, 364, 368, Alice, 49, 218, 336, 
Elizabeth, 200, Florence, 280, Howell 
alias Hugh, 49, 59, 217, 218, 336, John, 
231,340, Margaret, 291, Margery, 200, 
Nicholas, 232, Robert, 4, 62, 200, 247, 
296, 298, 328, 344, Thomas, 199, 333, 
Walter, 218, 251, 347 

WILLY, John, chamberlain, 182 

WILSON, Edward, 197, 333, Laurence, 
243, 343 
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WINSLOW, Michael, 214, 337 

WIRRALL/WERRELL, Edmund, 240, 292, 
297 

WISE, Thomas, 220, 285 

WISMAN, family, 80-81, 352, Agnes, 277, 
Isabel, 282, John, 304, Margaret, 41, 304, 
Richard, John, 304 

WITHIFORD/ W YDEFORD/ 
WYTHYFORD/WITHYFORD, Hugh, 
31,46, 136, 153, 156, 159, 283, 290, 295, 
324 

WODEFORD, William, 93, 107, 111, 115, 
311,313,315 

WODELEY, John, 142, 321, Thomas, 154, 
325 

WODEROVE, John, 116, 117, 121, 124, 
126, 128, 312, 315, 317 

WODEVILLE, Thomas, 118 

WODHULL de, families, 26, 78, 103, 352, 
356, John, 36, 105, 303, Petronilla, 58, 
Richard, 97, 303, Roger, 73, 81, 105, 305, 
308 

WODYNGTONC(E), Thomas, 28, 57, 175, 
176, 327, William, 49, 166, 167, 168, 326 

WOOD/WOODE/WOODD/WOODDE, 
family, 2034, 368, Edmund, 22, 64, 214, 
216, 297, 299, 334, Ellen/Helen, 46, 292, 
334, John, 214, 216, 240, 343, William, 
214, 278 

WOODSON, Richard, 243, 343 

WOODWARDE, Ann, 208, Christopher, 
213.337, John, 43, 208, 284, 334, Joyce, 
208, Richard, 213, Thomas, 208 

WOTTON, family, 120, 358, Joan, 31, John, 
61,95, 102, 110, 308, 309, 311, 314 

WOULEE, Nicholas, 224, 339 

WRAYLANDE, William, 254, 347 

WRIGHT(E)/WRYTE/WRYGHT, Anne, 
226, Erasmus, 58, 62, 226, 228, 229, 234, 
236, 237, 251, 257, 338, 339, 341, 347, 
Ralph, 251, 347, Richard, 47, 159, 228, 
290, 295, 324 

WRINGTON/WRYNGTON de, family, 
107, 356, Alan, 71, 93,99, 127, 303, 
307, 308, 317, Alice, 310, Edith, Eleanor, 
John, 93, 99, 101, 306, 307, 309, 310, 
Margaret, Robert, 75, 76, 77, 80, 81, 82, 
83, 305 

WYD(Y)HULL, Edith, 48,91, 306, John, 
75, 303 

WYGHT de, family, 90-91, 354, Eleanor, 
48, 282, William, 282, 306 

WYLKES, John, 217,337 
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WYNALL, Nicholas, 223, 339 

WYNE, John, 165, 326 

WYNTER/WYNTYR, family, 154, 362, 
Constance, 290, Thomas, Katherine, 
Philip, 295, 324, Thomas, Walter, 150, 
323, 325 

WYTHERLEY, Thomas, 189, 331 

WY VELESCOMB(B), Henry, 93, 114, 115, 
116, 121 


YARATH, John, 197, 333 

YATE, William, 62, 222, 223, 233, 234, 240, 
241, 243, 251, 253, 255, 258, 339, 347 

YEMAN/YOMAN/YEOMAN/YEMANS, 
families, 194—5, 230, 286, 366, 370, 
Alice, 205, Joan, 33, 211, 277, 284, 332, 
Katherine, 33, 37, 196, 207, 278, 280, 
Margery, 205, 277, Mary, 6, 248, Susan, 
6, 248, William, 21, 32, 33,50, 53, 62, 
196, 205, 207, 211, 213, 217, 223, 230, 
248, 284, 298, 299, 332, 333, 337, 338, 
339 
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YERDELEY/YERDELEYGH, family, 110, 
356, Joan, 312, John, Richard, 74, Robert, 
41, 104, 310, 312 

YEVYLL/YHEVELL, John, 36, 157, 324 

YNGMAN, Thomas, 207, 335 

YONG(E) le‘YOUNGE/YOWNGE, 
families, 85, 136-7, 180-81, 248, 352, 
360, 364, 372, Alice, 56, 291, Benedicta, 
59, Elizabeth, Joan, 152, 153, 181, 280, 
320, John, 12,31, 62, 117, 129, 140, 
233, 246, 259, 304, 315, 320, 345, 349, 
Lettice, Margaret, Robgia, 59, Richard, 4, 
169, 181, 280, 300, 329, Thomas, 4, 31, 
45, 47, 62, 120, 146, 147, 152, 153, 180, 
181, 194, 223, 225, 230, 280, 296, 298, 
324, 328, 333, 339, William, 62, 140, 
181, 182, 209, 280, 329, 332, 335 

YORCKE, Richard, 198, 231, 332, 338 

YORK alias FRAUNCK, William, 198, 231 

YRISHE, John, 222 


ZELI, John, 133, 319 


